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: : CHILD DEVE_.CPMENT

Commendations

We commend the Merced City Eiementary School Distnct
i for providing an aciculate and dedicaled ctassroom

¢ instrucuional staff who provide age and developmentally
appropriate learning activities all the while maintaining a
safe ang nutunng environment for the children

! Non Compliance
. I
C 18 ISPS  Distnct CR There .s no evidence that the families’ health and social |
: : | service needs have been identified and documented.
! ' . There s also no evidence that referrals or follow-up on
j ! referrais are made when necessary.
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CONSOLIDATED PROGRAMS
' : COMMENDATIONS

The distnict is commended tor the district-
wide standards. assessment and accountability
svsiem it has developed and :mplemented
Through the development of standards and
multipie measures. the curriculum and
assessment binders have been an mstrument 1o
align instruction to standards. and 0 ¢nsure
that students receive the appropnate services-
50 thev can be successtul in meeuny the
standards.

CONS PROGRAMS
NONCOMPLIANT ITEMS:

INCO 121 | i CR Evidence s lacking that the district has

' ; ) updated the professional develupment plan to
! ’ reflect the professional development activities
I : being implemented. There is no process in

' | place to monitor siies to ensure that

- | professional development activities result in

! ' instructional practices that result in high

{ achievement.

VCON | 29 CR Evidence is lacking that parents receive
consistent assistance and training. There is no
process in place to ensure that all schools
provide appropfiate training and support tor
parents to participate in decision making and
training of teachers in how to communicate

and work with parents as equal partners.
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| PROGRAMS FOR ENGLISH
| LEARNERS

| COMMENDATIONS

! The district is commended for the consistent

| monitonng of progress tor all English

i !learners There is evidence that data driven

l decisions have been made in regards to
services provided under the modified plan tor
English learners  This information has also
been used effectively in informing parents -
about programs provided bv the district.

PROGRAMS FOR ENGLISH

i LEARNERS
NONCOMPLIANT ITEMS:

CR The ELD nstruction tor LEP students in grades
3-8 is not consistent with the students' level of
English proficiency. All English learners receive
simular instruction, yet their proficiency levels
vary widely. The assessment results reflect the

| need to restructure instruction in English
language development for students in higher
levels of proficiency.

CR Although the district has notified staff of their
training requircments. evidence is lacking that
the personnel department has implemented a

j monitoring system to determine which

, ' teachers are required to be in training and

' i which teachers are making satistactory

. progress towards obtaining full authorizanon
f ' for their teaching assignment.
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. SAFE AND DRUG FREE SCHOOLS
AND COMMUNITIES

AND
TOBACCOQ USE PREVENTION EDUCATION

‘Commendations

The Distnct 1s commendea for the comprehens:ve
.Support services provided (o students and their
families through the scnool counselors. community
-coorainators and pantnershio police cfficers. .
| !

: ‘Sate and Drug Fr chogls and Communities
! INoncomptiance

objective analysis or survey of current studen:
use of alcohol, tobacco, and drugs by students
(including private school students who
participate in the district's drug- and violence-
prevention program).

I
|
; L |
| ! T District CA |e¢ The district has not conducted a recent
|
i
|

V- 8 District CR ¢ There was no evidence that the local advisory
S&DF council disseminates information about

SC program activitias, advises the Distnct on how

l to coordinate and administer activities. reviews
I

program evaiuations and makes
recommendations for improvement.

Tobacco Uss Prevention Education
Nongcempliance

" District CR s Evidence was not found to demonstrate that the

i i

I !

l i duties performed and the proportion of time
i spent for these duties are appropnate to the

‘ ‘ funding sources used.
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BT Momfunded students receive the districts core curnicuium (hrough the district-supported
instructional delivery system.

Comphant NorecTohant

Cbser-ations

The Merced City School District multifunded si.dents receive the Cisinct's core curricuium througn tre
aistrict-supported nstrectional delivery system The Disirnict's core curnculum s the centent
knowledge. information concepts. and skills that ail students shouic know ana be able i¢
semcnstrate in Reading/Language Arts Matrematics. History/Scc:al Science Science the Arts.
Health. Physical Education and Englisn Language Development (for English Language Learrers)
This 1s set forth 10 the district’'s content standards and grade-level expectancies. Content stangarcs
are broad statements that delineate commor: Joals for student learning from kindergarten througn
eignth grade. Expectancies lay out this learning in greater detall for each grade level by inaicating ‘he
specific content knowledge and skiils students are expected 2 acquire

2. 1P1.2 NMultifunded students receive the approphate suppiemental program services for which they are
eligible. These services support or extend thair learning of the district's core or enriched
curriculum,

f l Comphant D Noncompliant
Observations:

Supplemental Services support or extend the MCSD Core Curriculum and services. These
supplemental supports are delivered througn dedicated and multifunded staff, programs. and
services The additional funding sources include Title |, SIP, Special Education. Gifted and Talented.
Title VI. Migrant, Title il. EIA/LEP, Miller-Unruh. and numerous grants. Comprehensive support
services are available for students and their families from school counselors and community
coordinators who are funded in part by Title IV and TUPE funds. Students and families are targeted
based upon need. They receive focused supplamental services that ennch and accelerate the CORE
Curnculum. Services are monitored and adjusted throughout the year. All service detivery makes
access to the Core Curnculum more feasible and every effort 1s made to deliver supplemental
services without removing students from regular classroom instruction.

Title 1 services are cesigned to heip students attain proficiency in the Core Curriculum. Services are
aligned with grade level standards and expectancies and provide students with high intensity
intervention in an attempt to accelerate their performance. The district goal is an instructional suppon
program focused on enhancing the Core Curriculum Title 1 services offer children large amounts of
mare intense teaching in order to enhance the pace of literacy.
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ingicare befow the findings ‘or the unegrated programs items (Jse addiional pages as necessary

2 1P1.3 Multifunded students receive 3 coherent and coordinated progratn which enables them to learn the
distnict's core curriculum or axtend learning beyond the core curriculum.
i Campuant l Noncumoptiae:?

Observations.

Cohergnt and Coordinated Program

Multifunded students recetve a coherant and ccordinated program that enables them to learn the
Care Curriculum. The MCSD Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services ieads development
of Core Curriculum and supplemental services through a coherent and coordinated team effort. The
team works closely together to ensure that District. grant, and categorical funds (Title |. SIP. Special
Education. Gifted and Talented. Title VI. Migrant. Titie II. EIA/LEP) serve all students n the most
effective way

All District Educational Services Division staff meet on a weekly basis tc discuss. plan. monitor. and
adjust services to assure a coherent and coordinated program focused on student attainment of the
Core Curriculum. The team has a belief that in order for students to make the most progress. all staff
must understand the MCSD philosophy and implementation plan. This requires angoing
conversations with site administrators, faculty. and staff.

Professional development activities are focused on standards-based and results oriented education.
Faculty. staff. and parents will receive and review student and school assessment data in order to
focus and adjust programs, instruction, and support services to assure progress toward attainment of
content and performance standards. Therefore. attention wili be focused on how instruction is
planned, how instruction should look in a standards-based ciassroom. and what questions
administrators, parents. staff, teachers, and students must ask themselves and each other. As part of
this effort. The Educational Services Division is re-organizing in order 0 best support the school sites.
parents, and the community to assure that students reach their potential.
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Ingicate below ‘he finaings for the ‘nlegra’e~! proQrams tems Jse acz. vnal pages as necessary

4 IPLd Data ingicate that all stugents are meetng the district’'s acagemic standarags.

Observatiens

The Califcrra Stangards-casec sczountability system s comprised of three maor components
rgorous acacemic standards mutole assessment messcres. and local aczsuntadity for student
learning  In keeoing with this sysiem. the Coordinatea Ccmohance Review process has shifted from
a focus on zompliance with ruies’ 10 ‘student resulls ~ The Integrated Programs item Pl 4
synthesizes ‘niormation gathered cunng the CCR to answer the straight forward question. ‘Are ail
students meeung the standards accropriate to their grace evel””

The CCR team reviewed the aistric: s local accountability cian as well as stucert achievement daia
Accountabil.ty nas become a distric: priority The documer:gtion indicates that ail students throughout
the dgistrnict's schools are included n the system. .

The district has already developed guidelines in all the cortent areas. They were based largely on a
cornbinaticn of California Framewcrk Documents and lcca: ccmmunity values The content standards
in Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics, along with their accompanying expectancies. have been
refined and implemented. The other content standards will be refined in 1998, 1999, and 2000 The
district believes tnat sound Reading/Language Arts and Mathematics performance is at the heart of a
solid education. Therefore. althougn aii the content areas need 10 be taugnht and assessed. the
current focus of attention remains in these two areas.

The MCSD Multiple Measures Assessment System examines student progress towards these
content stangards and expectancies. This system is "a work In progress” that is subject to ongoing
revision and refinement. Currently. it has measures for Reading/Language Arts. English Language
Development. and Mathematics. with the goal of including all content areas  For description of
multiple measures see attached matrix deveioped by the district.

Overall, about 51.6 percent of all students in the district meet or exceed grade-ievel standards in
reading/ianguage arts and 48 percent in math. Sinca all scnools in the distnct are implementing
School Wide Programs. there i1s not specific data for students receiving Title | services. In
reading/language ans 35.9 percent of English learners are meeting grade-leve! standards and in
mathematics 37.6 percent are meeting grade-level standards. In English language development 58
percent of English learners are meeting standards. Redesignated Students are performing
considerably better with 66 8 percent of them mesting grace-level standards in reading/language arts
and 71.4 percent meeting grade-leve! standards in mathematics
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‘re reverse

Complianca trends. S.~™arnze comuience (ranas, cellechrg GERR Y DAl S f suGlenh 3 urodeT™s “he CDE !
Srovice 5iatements 3cTTs -ey CUMens.Srs (@ § . Stancarcs. assesstersls AT 3uCourialal, i @ assist the LEA o

NOow {0 iCT:e/e compuarce

Compliance trends

During the CCR o1’ 1995, 4 programs (Consolidated. Spevial Fducanon. Mugrant Educanon. Sate and Drug Free
Schoals. Migrant Education and Child Developmient) were reviened and 30 items were found noncompliant.
Dunng the Seif-Review Process that was conducted dunny 1997, 6 programs (Consolidated Programs, Special
Lducanor, Migrant Educanon, Sate and Drug Free Schools and Child Developmientt were reviewed and 20
Hems were found noncompitant and corrected. During the CCR ot 1998-99 4 proyrams 1Consoiidated
Provrams. Sate and Druy Free Schouls. Child Development and Eisenhowery were reviewed and 9 wtems were
found noncempiant. It was evident to the Vahdation Team that the district 1s moving :n a positis ¢ direction
buse on compiiance trends

fn the area of Standards, Assessment. and Accountability, Fuily compliant,
in the area of Teaching and Learning. One item was found noncomphiant in Programs tor English Leamers
in the area of Opportunity, Fully compliant.

In the area of Staffing and Professional Growth, One item was tound noncompliant in Consolidated
programs, one in Programs for Enyglish Leaners and one in Eisenhower.

In the area of Parent and Community Involvement, One item was found noncomphant in Consolidated
Programs. one in Child Development and one in Safe and Drug-tree Schools.

In the area of Goveruance and Administration, Fully compliant.
[n the area of Funding, One item was found noncompliant in Tobacco Use Prevention Education.

In the area ot Site Plan, Fuily compliant.
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SIUMMAZY STATEMENTS

] i

SieIsnTiioge >4 16 < T : o omame Merced City Schoor Cistrgr, !

Jse the space below (¢ wrile sunmary sidtements for ‘he wentified topics. nstrucuons for comoletng this torm are Jn
‘he reverse

General commendations ({or CDE validation reviews only), List general or cross-program commendations reiated

‘0 the coordinated compliance review process. (Commendations related o specific programs snouid oe denufied on
Fam CTS-1e)

Merced City Elementary School District is commended for
The continual commitment to proside quality resources to the school sites. such as highly quaiitfied librarians
paid ‘rom district funds

The use of the results from ap integrated and comprehensive review process. such as the Seif-Review process. -
Program Quality Review and the accountability data. to focus on siudent learning to continue o revise
educational proerams as evidenced by the site plans and site level “Action Plans™

The commitment 1o excellence through a positive design ot honcring and recounizing schools for meeting and
exceeding their adequate vearly growth. through the “Reachiny for the Stars Program.™ 1t is evident that the
district does not only takes assessment and accountability serious. but that it celebrates the successes ot schools.
personnel and students through community wide activities.

The tamily support in all areas to ensure that any obstacles to student learning are eliminated One of the most

etfective forms ot these strategies is the use of district Community Qutreach Specxahsts Parem Coordinators.
and Counselors at the district level and school sites.
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Consolidated Programs Accountabilin Unit
Coordinated Compliance Review
Certitication of Non-Public School Participation

The tollowing representatives ot non-public schools were -
interyiewed as pan of the Coordinated Compliance Review

conducted at _ M g s o ______School Disirict:

Name of Non-Public Schooi Name of Reoresentative

e o

lur l:«w{/ ¢ & Mesc %ﬁbn&/ ks

SC hce /
~ N - i \

- B ‘ L.l'. [ " ? r s 1 /‘L — ,’(' ‘M— L.
;J . I LLI"."'.I ;‘/\ S n'-"-/"] ~ “ ﬁ’/

Based on the discussion with representatives of the noa-punhe schools the tollowing vommendations were
brougirt up

Statt de elopment activities are of high qualiry and relevant. When suggestions were made ‘o bnng some
of the trainers to the school and apply the achivities to the needs of our students, the district provided that
support At Our Lady of Mercy School. the intervention program is very etfective and supported by the
district.

The following 1ssues were raised:

There ts a need for:

The district to provide comprehensive descriptions of programs and services available to the non-public
schools.

More planning and coordinanon meetings between the distnict and the non-public school representanves.
More umely information about professional development activities tor all starf. specaally tor the
Instruciional Aide at Our Lady of Mercy Schooi.

VAN o - LY.
Signature of CPA Consultant Date
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