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SO F. DRUM (SB #52313)

FRAMROZE M. VIRJEE (SB #4120401)

DAVID L. HERRGN (SR #1s8881)
C'MELVENY & MYERS LLP

Embarcadero Center West

275 RBattery Street

San Francisco, California 54111-330%
Telephone: 415.984.8700

Attorneys for Defendant State of Califernia

SUFERIOR COURT OF THEF STATE OF CALIFORNIA

CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCYISCO

ELIEZER WILLIAMS, et al., Case No. 212 236

)]
)
Plaintiffs, ) Hearing Dete: August 25, 2003
)
vs. ) Tima: 3:30 p.m.

)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, DELATNE ) Department: 16

EASTIN, State Superintendent )

Of Public Instruction, STATE ) Judgye: fdon. Peter J. Busch
)

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATION,

Defendants.

)

)

}

}

.

]

AND RELATED CROSS-ACTION. )
)

DECLARATION OF EDWARD LDRENNER IN SUPPORT OF DEFENDINT STATE OF
CALIFORNIA’S QFPOSITION TO PLAINTIFF3" MOTION FOR EUMMARY
ADJUDICATION
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Y, Edward Dreznner, declare az followe:

1. 1 am one of tws prineipals of Piute Middle School
in Lanecaster Scheol District. I have baen co-principal cf Piyta
since July 2002, and was assistagt princival prier te that Zor
two years. Prior to 2300, ! was assistant principal cf Toll
Middle School in Glendale Bchool District for one year, dean of
students at Hoover High Bchool in Glendale Schocl Digtrict fer
approximately two and half years, recource teacher at Hoover High
Schocl for approximately ten, a speech therapist in Tacoma,
Washington for about gix years, and a épeech therspiet in
Glendale School district fer about 8ix yearz. I am familiar with
the curriculum and the educational opportunities that are
provided to Piuta Middle School students. I have personal
knowledge of the facts eet forth in thie declaration; and if

called as & witness I would and could tastify competently

therervo.

Z. I am Zamiliar the Fiute Middle 3chool’s “3chool
Application Zor II/US? Funding” and “Action Plan,” dated April
25, 2002, whizh the school zompleted in order to varticipate in
ths Immediate Intervention/Underperforming Scheols Program. In
fact, I was on the II/USP planning commit:zee for Piute Middla
School and, thus. was involved in developing and implementing the
Action Plan. Piute wae selected tz be an II/JSP school begin=ning
in the 2000-2001 =cheo! year. 3ince then wa have steadily

increased gtudent achievement. In 2030-2001, Fiute's overail AFI
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growth wae 27 points. The following vear we increased ocur score

by an additicnal point from the prior year.

3. I am aware that one of the experts f=r the
plaintiffs in this case has ciced page 3 of the Acricn Blan,
which she identified as DOED0035327, in a submission to this

court. Page DOECQ033327 contairs the statament:

"In surveys of Piute Stakehelders, parents, students and
staff site a lack of adequate matrerials and supplies as a
major barrier to student achievemert. Current allotments
for textbooks are not sufficient to keep pace of content
area adoptions. Conternt area claseas requiring the use of a
text have been supplied with classroom sets only. A minimal
number are available for homa checkout. It ig currently a
bayond the scope of the budget to previde take-home ccpies
for each studant.” It alsc contairs the foll:wingl“ln
addition. the stakeholders cite the lack of math
manipulatives, science materials, library books, access tco
technolegy, and ELL inetructiconal materials as barr-ers to

achisvement.*

4. In conpnection with our participation in I1:/USF, we
reviewed our student needs and formulated an act:on plan thzt
addresesed ways ts resclve those neads and improve atudent
athievement. When Piute Middle School was first selected as an
II/USP school there were sufficiernt taxtbosks for all studeznts to

use in claee in all core classes. There ware, however, certain

P
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classeé that did not have encugh textbooks for all students to
take hcme. TIn those classes, sach te=acher had a check-out systam
to allew students to take extra sete cf books home. In an effort
te increase student achievement, sevanth and eighth grade
teachers ldentified the ne=d for additional taxtbocks sc as to
permit each atudent to have a book to take home. Wa alsoe
identified the need to purchase textbocks that were aligned o
the State’'s recently adeptad contsnt-standards in math and

English language arts. Both needs were met.

5. By the beginning of 2001-2002 school yYear, Piute
had purchased and digtributed new math toxtbooks for a1l seventh
and eighth graders that wera azligned with the State‘s content-
standards and most recent adoption. Indeasd, we spent
approximately $28,000 on these textbooks and purchased sufficient
math textbecks 60 that each studen:t has a copy to use in class
and tc take heme. That year Piute also spent akout 514,000 on
new “Art of Literature” English language arts bocks and grammar
workbooka (McGraw Hill) for the seventh and eighth gradea. Thesa
boocks are aligned with the State's mos= recenr adoptions and
there are pufficiaent textbocks for each student to use in class
and to take home. In additicn, Piute invested in pew claes room

sets of dictionaries.

3 In the fellowing year, 2002-2003, Piute expends=d
approximstaly $76,C0C on naw English language arts taxtbhocks,
"Language of Litersture~, which meet the State’s most recent

adoption for six:zh, eeventh and eight grades. FPuc-thermore, Piutg
LA2 1633041, ~-3-
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purchased new £nglish language development bsoks titled “High
Point.” These textbooks are used to support our English language
learners in the sixth, seventh and eifghth grades. There are
sufficient beoks for each English language lsarner student to use

in class and to take home as needed.

7. Thus, to date, all textbocks in core classeg at
Piute are aligned to the State’s content-standards. Morecver,
there are sufficient textbooks For each gatudent to use in claes
and to take home in all cora classes for the seventh and eighth
grades., This includes the new math and English-language arts
bocks discussed above. -Although we ware Preparad to purchase an
additicral set for the gixth grade as well, sixth grade teachars
decided that they only wanted class sets with additicral texecs,
which could be checked out by students on occasion. Sixth grade
iz & gelf-zentained class in which therae is one teacher for all
fubjects. Sixth grade teachers, therefore, decided that it was
not beneficial to send textbooks home con e regular basis but
prefer flexibility tc dictate the type and amount of homework

that their scudernts do.

8. Since lmplementaticﬁ of II/U3P, Piut= has made
efforts to focus on the State’s content-standards and ecudent
achievement. 1In particular, we implemented a variesy of new
Frograme such as the "Acceleratsd Reading Program” znd the
"Accelerated Math Program.” The Acceleratsd Reading Program
enceurages students to improve their reading level by reading

1

several books at a certain growth target level and then taking an,

LAZ+16683041.1 -4-
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examination. After taking the sxam three times and reaching 80%
or better, that student progresses to the next rasding level. In
order to make thie program effective, we spent thousands of
dollars in purchasing new books for cur school library. The
Accelerated Math Program applies similar principles in that it
provides an individualized progran for each student’s math level
and worke with that student improve his or her level. We plan to
expand this program sc it ia incorperated in cur after schocl

turcorials.

3. Since implemsntation of II/USP, Piute alﬁo
expanded its technology. We now have aboyt 178 etand alone
computers, all of which are on the same network and have intermset
access. About 2§ of these computers are in cur computer lab and
the reat are in classrooms (averaging 4 computers 4o & class).
Our computers are used, net only to supplement classroom
instruction, but also during after school tuterials, which ara
held sach weskday for about an hour. In particular, we have
implemented “Cornersteone’ software that provides students an

individualized language a~ts and mmth pregram.

10. Piute has 3lso focused resources into professional
development. Wes provided our teachers training sessions on the
gtate’s content-standards and how to dif{ferentiare progress among
students, which incorporares strazegies on bridging the gap
between lower and higher achieving ss:dents. DPiute also sent its
teachers to DataWorks this past scheosl year. The training

program demonstrated a breakdown c¢f the State’'s content-gstandards

LAZ:e#ioal.) -G
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znd provided a comparison to what ig actually tauvght in the
classroom. Thig helpa cteachers calibrate their teaching approac

o conform with the content-standards.

I declara und=r penalty of perjury under the laws of

the Stzte cf Califorpnia that the foregoing is true and correct.

Execured this 20" day of August 2003, at Lancaster,

Califcrnia. .
.’fﬂ .'l' //
Ry ! .
Zdward Drenner
LAZ6GI0¢) . -6-
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