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JOHN F. DAUM (SR #52313)

FRAMROZE M. VIRJEE (SB #120401)

DAVID L. HERRON (SB #158881)
O'MZLVENY & MYEKS LLP

Embarcadero Center West

27% Battery Street

San Francisco, California 894111-3305%
Telephone: 41%5.984.8700

Attorneys for Defendant State of California

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

CITY AND CQUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

ELIEZER WILLIAMS, et al., ) Case No. 312 236

)
Plaintiffs, ) Hearing Date: August 25, 2003
) .
Vs, ) Time: 3:30 p.m.

)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, DELAINE ) Department: 16

EASTIN, State Superintendent )

Of Public Instruction, STATE ) Judge: Hon. Peter J. Busch
)

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATION,

Defendants.

)
)
)
)
)
)
AND RELATED CROSS-ACTION. )
}
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DECLARATION OF WILLIE A. THOMAS, JR.
I, Willie A. Thomas, Jr., say:

1. I am the Assistant Superintendent of Educational
Services at Palmdale Elementary School District. I have been the
Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services since February
2001, Prior to that, I was the Director for Career Education at
Clovis Unified School District for three years. I have extensive
knowledge of the curriculum and instructional materials provided
to the students in Palmdale Elementary School District. I have
personal knowledge of the facts set fbrth in this declaration,
and if called as a witness I would and-could testify competently

thereto.

2. Juniper Intermediate School is a school within Palmdale
Elementary School District. I am familiar with Juniper
Iﬁtermediate's Comprehensive School Reform Demonstration {“CSRD")
Action Plan, which was prepared in connection with our
application to become a CSRD school. Juniper Intermediate was
selected to be a CSRD school beginning in the 2000-2001 school

year.

3. I am generally familiar with the Williams lawsuit. I
have been informed that plaintiffs have cited 2 pages of Juniper
Intermediate’s March 2001 CSRD Action Plan, thch they identified
as DOE 45081 and DOE 45095, in a motion for summary adjudicétion.

These portions of Juniper Intermediate’s Action Plan contain the
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statement that the school lacks reading/language arts texts and
materials and, therefore, students are only allowed to use
classroom sets. These pages also contain the statement that Math
materials and texts at Juniper intermediate are not aligned to

the content standards.

4. For the 2001-2002 school year, Palmdale Eiementary
School District adopted new mathematics textbooks (Prentice Hall)
that are aligned to the state content-standards. Since the fall
of 2001, each students at Juniper Intermediate has had their own
copy of this new math textbook to use in class and to take home.
In fact, in spring of 2001, when the CSRD Plan was last revised,
the district had already adopted new math textbooks but was
waiting for these newly adopted books to arrive. In the
meantime, the students were given their own copy ©of the math
textbooks purchased six years previously in accordance with the
adoption cycle. The students were also provided with
supplemental math materials in order to better align the

students’ curriculum with the state’s content standards.

5. Contrary to the statements in the CSRD Plan, the
students at Juniper Intermediate have always been provided with
their own copy of a standards-aligned reading/language arts
textbook for students to use in class and to take home. This was
true in 2001 when the plan was drafted and continues to be the
situation now. Moreover, the district has aaopted new standards-

aligned Language Arts texts (Mcbougal Littel) for the 2003-2004

school year.
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£. It 15 my belief that the lack ¢f ing-ructional

mazerials ldenzified in =he CSRD ?lan refers =o =he fact “Fa:c the
district only provided one language arzs book per child as

Ofposec to one copy per child in addition o 2 ¢lass set gp -hat |

gtudents to not nave t3 zarry hLooks back and for-h kEetween home

and sachocl, There has bsen much discussion with:n the distric= !

™

abcut purchasing an additional sets of bocks sec as to alleviate
zhe need fer grudents te carry beoks to and frorm scheol.
However, the denate cver whether t+is is a gcod zllocatzen cf
resources hag not yet ceen resolved. Nevertheless, as discusses
above, atudents have always rad a reading/language arts texthook

to use - clasgss and to take rome.

declare under penalty of perjury that the foregsing is

true and correct.

Exectted this V& day of Ahugust, 2003 at Sacramerto,

California,

W ke (c__._j!

illie A. Thomas

-3-

CECIARATION OF WILLIE A. THOMAS IN SUPPCRT OF DEFEMDANT STATT OF CALIFORNIA‘S CPRPOSITION TO
PLAINTIFFS' MOTION POR IUMMARY ADJUSICATION




