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JOHN F. DAUM (SB #52313)

FRAMROZE M. VIRJEE {SB #120401)

DAVID L. HERRON (SB #158881)
O'MELVENY & MYERS LLP

Zmparcaderc Center Wast

275 Battery Street

San Francisco, California 94111-3305
Telephone: 415.984.8700

Attorneys for LCefendant State of California

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

ELTEZER WILLIAMS, et al., Case No. 312 236

Plaintiffs, Rearing Date: September 18, 2003
vs. Time: 3:30 p.m.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, DELAINE Department: 20
EASTIN, State Superintendent ]
Of Public Instruction, STATE Judge: Hon. Peter J.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATION,

Defendants.

AND RELATED CROSS-ACTION.
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I, Saundra L. Davis, declare as follows:

1. I zm currently employed by the Department of
Education of the Stete of Califcrnia (CDE). I make this
declaration ir support of the oppositicn by Defendant State of
California to Plaintiffs’ Mction for Summary Adjudication. A&l1l
the facts set forth in this declaration are known to me
personally and, if called as a witness, I could testify

competently thereto.

2. Since September 2001, I have been a team member of
one of the Scholastic Audit Teams of the School Improvement
Division with the California Department of Education. Pursuant
to the Zlementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), Title I,
Section 11le(d)6) (B}, California established the Scholastic
Audit in September 2001. The purpose of the Scholastic Audit
brocess was to conduct an in depth investigation of specific
dimensions of those scBools that had consistently failed to make
academic progress, generally referred to as Program Improvement

(PI} schools and to determine the strategies that these schools

and their respective districts needed to take to improve the

conditions necessary for academic achievement in English language

arts and mathematics.

3. The first group of schools that participated in
the Scholastic Audit and Targeted Intervention Process were the
Title I schools that had censistently failed to make academic

progress since first identified in 1996-97. These Program
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Improvement. Cohort ! schools were identified by schoel districts
as not having met locally adupted standards of performance. The
Pl Conorz I schools subject to the process in 2001-2002 were
those that met the following criteria: (1) Schools that failed to
make adequate yearly progress for four years, including review of
their 2001 Stanford-9 and API data in mid-September of that year,
and{2) Schools that were not participating in the Immediate
Intervention/Under-performing Schools Pregram (II/USP), or the

Comprehensive School Reform Demonstration (CSRD)Program.

4. Sun Valley Middle School (Sun Valley} was cne of
the schools included in PI Cohort I. In October 2001, I
varticipated in the Scholastic Audit Team that reviewed 5Sun
Valley. During this five~day audit, our team, which consisted of
seven members total, intensely reviewed school cperations in
these audit areas: 1) curriculum, 2) instruction, 3) classrocm
and schoocl level assessments, 4) evaluation and accountability,
5) professional development, 6) leadership and administration, 7)
school organization and resources, 8) school culture and
environment, and 9) family and community engagement. The team
interviewed administrative staff members, teachers, and students,
observed classroom sessions, met with parents and other community
members, and reviewed various documents collected from the site.
The audit resulted in a “Scholastic Audit Team Report,” which
provided a listing of findings, recommendations for improvements
to increase student achievement, and a suggested timeline for

implementation ¢f these recommendations.
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5. Subsequent te the audit, the California Department
of Education negotiated with the district and school perscnnel a
specific time-line by which the various items for improvement
would be met, the specific steps that the district and school
woluld take to meet the items, and the appropriate parties
responsible for each item. The product of these negotiations was
a Joint Intervertion Agreement (JIA) between the CDE and the
district. {Attached, as exhibit A, is a true and correct copy of
the JIA for Sun Valley.) Both the Scholastic Audit Review Tear
Report and the JIA were shared with the LAUSD school board,
scnool staff, and the community. LAUSD and Sun Valley had
approximately 18 months from January 2002 to implement the

corrective actions specified in the JIA.

6. After the initial October 2001 audit and the
executicn of the JIA, I continued to work on this project for the
following eighteen months. Beginning in March 2002, LAUSD
provided CDE guarterly written reports prior to monitoring visits
that addressed Sun Valley’s progress regarding each of the
findings in the JIA. In addition to reviewing these reports, I
alse conducted many of the quartefly on-site visits of Sun Valley
to verify the report, to observe classrooms, and interview staff,
students, and parents. At the conclusion of each monitoring
visit, a report of progress was sent to Roy Romer, Superintendent
cf LAUSD, from the California Department of Education. My final
visit to Sun Valley was in February 2003. At that time, 1

verified that Sun Valley had met most of its benchmarks that were
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set forth in the JIA and had increased momentum toward

completioin of the corrective actions and benchmarks not yet due.

-

H I am familiar with the Williams v. State of

California case, and have reviewed the allegations Plaintiffs set
forth in their motion for summary adjudication pertaining to the
lack of instructional materials at Sun Valley. In particular,

plaintiffs cite the 2001-2002 Sun Valley Scholastic Rudit Report,

discussed above, which notes that:

“[clurriculum and textbooks are not
distributed equitably to provide all students
with access” (Plaintiffs’ Mcticn,p. 14;
Audit Report, finding 1}

8. When the audit team conducted its initial on-site
review in October 2001, we cbserved classrooms for five days. We
noted that there appeared to be a failure to consistently
distribute bocks to students across all tracks. Sun Valley is a
multi-track year-round school and one track was finishing and
another was beginning the weesk we were there. When I went inta
classrooms for observations, ‘I saw classroom sets of textbooks in
nearly every classroom, In the classrooms from the session that
was just finishing, however, I was told by some of the students

that they had just received their textbooks the week prior to the

audit visit.

9. The JIA addresses the issue of issuing textbooks
te students in the corrective acticns and benchmarks for finding

number one. Finding number one held-:
LAZ:6B0799.1 _4_
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“The curriculum at Sun Valley Middle School
lacks consistent rigor and is not fully
aligned to the Talifcrnia English/Language
Arts and Mathematics standards.” (See JlA, p.
1)

Cerrective action B to finding number one reguires:

“Provide each child with a standards-based
textbook in Englisnh language Arts, Math,
Science, and Ristory as stated in District
B's October Newsletter.” (See JIA, p.2)

Corrective Action B was to be implemented immediately. (See JIR,

p.2)

The benchmarks for Cerrective Action B -require:

“"Complete textbook survey, purchase orders
that reflect needs met and Lang. Arts to be
purchased after January State Adoption.” (See
JIA, p.2)

These benchmarks were to be completed by March 30, 2002. (See
JIAa, p.2)

10. Quarterly reports submitted by LAUSD document the
progress achieved by March 30, 2002 and June 30, 2002. These
progress reports were then verified by the team at the quarterly
visits. 3Sun Valley had done a textbook survey in December -
January and the surveys indicated no text deficit. Sun Valiey
had collected and analyzed classroom surveys from teachers,
textbock room documents, and LAUSD records. Copies of purchase

orders for State adopted standards-based textbooks in English
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language Arts, ESL Intervention, History, Social Sciences

Mathematics reflected the purchase of these bouks. Also, Sun

Valley placed its textbocks on bar code system.

11. When I attended the second quarterly visit at Sun

Valley, the schocl had met 100% of its benchmarks and I saw no

problems with the distribution of textbooks. 1In all of the

-

monitoring visits I did, textbooks and materials were never a

significant issue after the initial audit. Furthermore, other

than the one month delay ir the initial purchase of the new

adoption of Language Arts textbooks, no issues concerning the

absence of textbooks and instructional materials were ever raised

in any of the progress reports.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of

the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed this Af day cof August 2003, at Sacramento,

A leni

Saundra L. Davis

California.
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