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JOHN F. DAUM (SB #52313)

FRAMROZE M. VIRJEE (SB #120401)
DAVID L. HERRON (SB #158881)
O'MELVENY & MYERS LLP

Embarcadero Center West

275 Battery Street

San Francisco, California 94111-3305
Telephone: 415.584.8700

Attorneys for Defendant State of California

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

ELIEZER WILLIAMS, et al., Case No.: 312 236

Plaintiffs, Hearing Date: September 17,
VS, Time: 3:30 p.m.
STATE COF CALIFORNIA, DELAINE Department: 20
EASTIN, State Superintendent
Cf Public Instructicn, STATE Judge : Hon. Peter J.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATION,

Defendants.
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to enroll their children. Cal. Educ. Code § 33126 (a). Generally
SARCs begin with a scheool profile that provides background
information about the schoel and its students. The profile also
presents the district's mission and the specific goals that
school administrators, staff, and parents have set forth.

Parents and other members of the public may use the SARC to judge

how well the school is meeting its goals.

4. By law the SARC must address the following major
areas: school safety and climate for learning, academic data,
school completion, class size, teacher and staff information,
post-secondary preparation, fiscal and expenditure data and

curriculum and instruction. The SARC alsc contains demographic

information.

5. In particular, schools musﬁ provide an assessment
of the guality and currency of their textbooks and other
instructional materials. Cal. Educ. Code § 33126(b)(6). To
accomplish this schocls must indicate whether textbooks and other
materials meet the State’s content-standards, the ratio of
textbooks per pupil and the year the textbooks were adopted. For
grades K-8, schools must also state whether the books have been
adopted by the State Board of Education. For grades 9-12,
schools must indicate whether books were adopted by the governing

becard of the school district.

6. SARCs must alsc include an assessment of

curriculum improvement programs, and quality of school

LAZ:6B5632. 1LA2:6B0799.1 -2-
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instruction and leadership. Cal. Educ. Code § 33126 (b) (12) &

(13).

7. The Educaticn Code reguires the CDE to develop and
recommend for adoption by the Board of Education a “standardized
template,” intended to simplify the process for completing the
SARC and making it more meaningful to the public. As long as the
SARC includes all the data required by law and the data are
defined consistent with definitions approved by the Board of
BEducation, the specific formatting and segquencing of the

information in the SARC is a local decision. The CDE prepares

templates and downloadable data files of all required data that

are available to CDE. Local educatiocnal agencies then download
the templates or data files and incorporate additional local

data, as necessary or appropriate,

8. Pursuant to Education Code section 23126.1, the

Board of Education has adopted a standardized template to be used
by schocl districts in reperting on, among other topics, the

“[gluality and currency cf textbooks and other instructicnal
materials, including whether textbooks and other materials
meet state standards and have been adopted by the State
Board of Education for kindergarten and grades 1 to 8,
inclusive, and acopted by the goveraning boards of school
districts for grades 9 to iz, inclusive, and the ratio of
textbooks per pupil and the year the textbooks were

adopted.”

LAh2:6856327. 1LAZ:668075%
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S. In conjunction with the development of the
standardizéd template, the CDE is also required to furnish
standard definitions for schocl conditions included in the school
accountability report card. These definitions have been
published as “Data Element Definitions and Sources.” The Data
Element Definitions and Sources are published on the CDE Web

site.

10. The Data Element Definitiocns and Sources include a
standard definition that applies to the instructional materials
reporting. This definition specifies that schools must report
the list of textbooks/instructional materials used in the core
subjects (English language arts, mathematics, science, and
history/social science). For each of these books (and/or other
materials), schools must also indicate: (a) the year in which the
book or material was adopted, and (b) whether the book or
material was selected from the most recent list of standards-
based materials adopted by the State Board of Education {for
kindergarten and grades 1 to 8, inclusive) or the local governing

board (for grades 9 to 12, inclusive).

11. With respect to textbooks and instructional
materials that are not from the most recent state-approved list,
schools must explain why nen-adopted materials are beino used and
how these materials are aligned with state standards.
Furthermore, schools must provide a “[dlescription of how each
student has access to current, standards-based textbooks and

other instructional materials.” Finally, if all students do not

LAZ:685632. 1LA2:6B076%.1 -4 -
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have access to textbooks and other instructional materials in
each core subject area that are current and in good condition,
schools must provide the reasons for that and describe what is

being done or planned to provide them access.

12. 5State law requires the CDE to maintain a
centralized set of links to local Web sites to facilitate public
access to SARCs throughout the state. The CDE maintains a SARC
page on its Web site. This site allows users to find a schools’
individual report card, find answers to frequently asked
questions, and review various SARC legislation. A section of the
Web page is devoted to assisting SARC coordinators with the
preparation of the report cards. The CDE has been working with
local educational agencies tc establish links to their Web sites
in order to provide centralized access to all local SARCs as

required by state law.

13. The CDE has notified school district personnel of
the reguirements in the California Education Code related to the
preparation and dissemination of SARCs. The CDE periodically
issues written guidance to school district administrators and
SARC coordinators. The CDE also provides technical assistance to

local agencies to promote compliance with the SARC reguirements.

14. The CDE has established an e-mail list to
facil:itate timely and broad dissemination of information to
schocl district personnel with resoonsibilities related to SARCs.

The CDE uses these e-mail addresses to provide information
LA2:6B5632. 1LA2:680755.1 -5-
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related to legal requirements or public resources that it

believes would be useful to local educational agencies.

15. Local educational agencies must update and
disseminate SARCs annually in order to provide current
information to parents and other members of the public. Report
cards, however, canncot be completed until Academic Performance
Index data are available in October of each year, and therefore

’

the reporting window is normally November through May.

16. SARC templates with data are updated anhually.
Sources of data for the 2002-02 template are: {a) CBEDS data,
collected in Fall 2002, (b) STAR assessment data, collected in
spring 2003, {c} API growth data, calculated in Fall 2003, and
(d) fiscal data for 2001-02, collected in fall 2002 (and verified

in spring 2003).

LA2:6B5632. 1LA2:6B0799.1 -6-
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17. By January 9, 2004, the CDE will make
downloadable data files available to local educational agencies.

These files will be accessible on the CDE Web site.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the

State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed this iﬂ day of August 2003, at Sacramento,

California. Qg}k1¥tb«_~*—

Bruce Gordon
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