H oW

~N N W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
2]
22
23

25
26
27
.28

Declaration of Isabel Gonzalez
| I, Isabel Gonzalez, hereby declare:

1. [ make this declaration based on my own personal knowledge and if called to
testify I could and would do so competently as follows:

2. I am the mother of Erika Gonzalez, a senior at Huntington Park High School in
Huhting’[on Park. Iam also a volunteer at Huntington Park and Gage Middle School, which is
also in Huntington Park.

3. During my daughter’s freshman year, the 1998-1999 school year, she had a string
of different substitutes in both her English and History classes. My daughter would come home
and tell me how difficult it was to follow the lesson being taught because each substitute had a
different style, would teach different things, or would not teach the students anything at all. Asa
parent it was incredibly disturbing to see my‘daughtcr in two classes that did not have permanent
teachers. During the school year, I went to a scheduled parent-teacher conference so that I could
actually talk to one of the substitutes about what my daughter was learning and the substitute did
not even show up. My daughter was getting a Jower grade than she should have been getting and
there was no one for me to talk to about what my daughter needed to do in those classes to
succeed. As a mother it was very difficult to keep track of what was happening with my
daughter’s education because 1 really had no one to go to.

4. Huntington Park is extremely overcrowded. It is a Concept 6 multi-track school
and there are too many kids shoved into the school at once. 1 have visited classes at the school
and the students are just packed in like sardines. ] have seen classes with as many as 40 students
in them. I worry that the students are not getting the attention they need because so many
students are being crammed into one space and the teachers do not have enough time to spend
with them.

5. The restrooms at Huntington Park are really gross and many of them are closed

during the school day. My daughter does not use the bathrooms because either the lines are too

long or they are just so disgusting she doesn’t want to use them. 1don’t think the children should

have 1o hold it all day from 7:30am until 3:30pm. That is not good for their health. There has to
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be a better solution.

6. For the first year that my daughtcr attended Huntington Park High School (1998-
1999), she could not take a book home in most of her classes. I think it ié appalling when the
students are not given books to take home to study with and to do their homework. For the first
year of my daughter’s high school career she only was given photocopies to study from him and
did not have an actual book to review. There 1s really no excuse for this. Students should be
able to take their materials home with them to study, review and do their homework at home.

7. At Gage Middle School, where I volunteer, 1 have noticed that there is a very high
teacher turnover and that this year a lot of teachers are leaving and new ones are coming in. In
my role as parent volunteer, | have gone to speak with administrators at District J about this

problem because I am concerned about what this means for the students’ education.

I declare under penalty of perjury of the laws of the State of California and the United
States that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed this S ffiday of November, 2001 in

Huntington Park, California.

1sabel Gonzalez
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