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Page 6 Page 8

1 LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 1 A. Oh, yes.

2 SUNDAY, MAY 20, 2001 2 Q. Okay. All right.

3 9:30 A.M. 3 After the deposition is over, the court

4 -000- 4 reporter isgoing -- will have prepared my questions

5 5 and your answers in abooklet that you can then

6 LIZETTERUIZ, 6 review oncethisdepositionisover.

7 having been first duly sworn, was 7 At that time, you can make any changes that

8 examined and testified as follows: 8 youfeel are necessary to your testimony.

9 9 But you need to understand that any changes
10 EXAMINATION 10 you make can be commented upon by myself or other
11 11 attorneysinthiscase at tria or in other
12 BY MR.CHOATE: 12 proceedings.

13 Q. Ms. Ruiz, would you please state and spell 13 Do you understand that?
14 your full name for the record. 14 A. Yes.
15 A. My nameisLizetteRuiz, LI ZET TE; 15 Q. Okay. So, again, it's very important
16 RUIZ 16 for you to answer the questions asfully and as
17 Q. My nameis Peter Choate, and I'm an 17 accurately asyou can.
18 attorney representing the State of Californiain 18 Okay~?
19 thislawsuit. 19 A. Uh-huh. Okay.
20 Before we get started, let me ask you 20 Q. Okay. It'salso hard sometimesfor the
21 first, would you prefer | call you "Ms. Ruiz" or 21 court reporter to record questions and answersif we
22 "Lizette'? 22 talk over each other. So one of the things that
23 A. Lizette. 23 I'll ask you to do today isto listen to my
24 Q. Okay. 24 questions before you -- before you respond.
25 Have you ever had your deposition taken 25 Okay?
Page 7 Page 9

1 before, Lizette? 1 A. Okay.

2 A. No. 2 Q. Allright. And I'mgoing to try to do the

3 Q. No? 3 samething for you. 1'm going to try to let you

4 Thisisthefirst time? 4 finish your question -- or finish your answer before

5 A. Yes 5 | ask you another question.

6 Q. Areyou nervous? 6 Okay?

7 A. Yes 7 A. Okay.

8 Q. Wéll, try not to be nervous. Let metell 8 Q. All right.

9 you alittle bit about what we're going to do today. 9 At some point today, | may ask you a
10 I'm sure your counsel has aready explained 10 question that you don't understand. And that may be
11 thistoyou. | amgoing to ask you some questions 11 becausel'vejust asked you abad question. If you
12 throughout the day that are designed to determine 12 don't understand a question, let me know.

13 what you know about the conditions at your school. 13 All right?

14 Andal that | ask of you today isjust to answer my 14 A. (Nodshead.)

15 questions, completely and honestly. 15 Q. Okay?

16 Do you understand that? 16 A. Okay.

17 A. (Nods head.) 17 Q. Okay.

18 Q. If I ask you aquestion, it'simportant for 18 If you don't tell me that you don't

19 youto -- to answer it verbally because the court 19 understand aquestion that | ask, I'm going to
20 reporter here istaking down my gquestions and she's 20 assumethat you do understand it.

21 going to record your answers, too. 21 All right?

22 A. (Nods head.) 22 A. All right.

23 Q. Do you understand that? 23 Q. Okay. Sojust try to -- just try to listen
24 A. Uh-huh. 24 towhat | ask you and respond as completely and as
25 Q. Youhaveto say "yes' or "no" or -- 25 truthfully asyou can.
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Page 10 Page 12
1 At some point today | may also ask 1 Okay?
2 questionsand your lawyer will object for -- for 2 A. Okay.
3 variousreasons. If she objects, you can till 3 Q. Do you understand all these -- these ground
4 answer the question. 4  rulesthat we've talked about?
5 Do you understand that? 5 A. Yes.
6 A. Yes 6 Q. Okay. Do you have any questions?
7 Q. Okay. 7 A. No.
8 MS. CHECEL: Unless-- excuseme. Unless| 8 Q. Okay. Isthere any reason why you may be
9 instruct you not to answer. 9 unableto testify or give me your best testimony
10 THE WITNESS: Okay. 10 today?
11 MR. CHOATE: That's correct. 11 A. No.
12 Q. You arerequired to answer my questionsto 12 Q. Have you recently consumed any medication,
13 the best of your ability. You don't need to guess, 13 acohoal, or any other substance that would -- that
14 but | am entitled to your best estimate. 14 would prevent you from testifying truthfully today?
15 Do you understand that? 15 A. No.
16 A. Yes 16 Q. Areyou taking any drugs or medication
17 Q. Okay. Because your testimony here today 17 currently?
18 will be given under oath, it's -- it'simportant for 18 A. No.
19 youto -- to answer the questions as truthfully as 19 Q. Do you suffer from adisability of any
20 possible. You are, therefore, subject to all the 20 kind?
21 pendlties of perjury based on your testimony today. 21 A. No.
22 Do you understand that? 22 Q. Okay. Lizette, did you do anything today
23 A. What are the penalties? 23 to prepare for your deposition?
24 Q. Do you know what perjury is? 24 A. No, | didn't.
25 A. Yeah, likelying. 25 Q. Did you -- I'm going to ask you some
Page 11 Page 13
1 Q. Yeah. 1 questions about your -- about contacts with -- with
2 Basically you are required to tell the 2 your lawyers. And | want you to understand that |
3 truth. 3 don't want to know what was said --
4 A. Okay. 4 A. Actually, if -- well, | did go through my
5 Q. Do you understand that? 5 declaration, so | guessthat counts.
6 A. Yes. 6 Q. Yeah, that counts.
7 Q. Okay. So even thoughwe'reinaforma -- 7 A. Wéll, yeah.
8 aninformal areatoday, thisis till aformal 8 Q. You reviewed your declaration prior to --
9 proceeding. 9 prior to this depostion?
10 Okay? 10 A. Yes.
11 A. Okay. 11 Q. When did you review it?
12 Q. If you need a break for any reason, let me 12 A. Thismorning.
13 know, and well try to accommodate that as soon as 13 Q. Thismorning, okay.
14 possible. 14 When was the last time you reviewed your
15 The only thing | would ask isif I've asked 15 declaration?
16 you aquestion and you haven't answered it yet, that 16 A. I'mnot sure.
17 you first answer my question and then we can talk 17 Q. Okay. Did you review any other documents
18 about taking a break. 18 inpreparation for today?
19 Okay? 19 A. No.
20 A. Okay. 20 Q. Did you have any contact with your lawyers
21 Q. Okay. Andif at any point today | ask 21 prior to today's deposition?
22 you aquestion that triggers your memory and you 22 A. Yes.
23 remember some information that would be responsive | 23 Q. When wasthe last time you had contact with
24  to an additional question | asked you earlier, don't 24 your lawyers?
25 hedtate to let me know what that information is. 25 A. Yesterday.
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Page 16

1 Q. Yesterday. 1 BY MR.CHOATE:
2 - Who did you have contact with? 2 Q. Areyou referring to Jack Londen?
3 A. Ms. Catherine. 3 A. Yes.
4 MS. CHECEL: With me. 4 Q. Okay. Wasthere anybody €else present aside
5 THE WITNESS: Y eah, with her. And Jack 5 fromMs. Checd and Mr. Londen?
6 Londen. 6 A. No.
7 BY MR.CHOATE: 7 Q. Okay. Did you have any telephone calls
8 Q. Okay. Did you meet with Ms. Checdl -- 8 with any lawyersin preparation for today's
9 MS. CHECEL.: Correct. 9 depostion?
10 BY MR. CHOATE: 10 A. Wéll, only when -- well, yes.
11 Q. -- inperson, or did you communicate with 11 Q. Okay. Canyoutel me-- canyoutdl me
12  her over the telephone? 12 how many telephone calls you had?
13 A. | met with her in person. 13 A. 1 would say three. They were just to set
14 Q. In person, okay. 14 up for the deposition, when they told me, asked me
15 ™ Wheredid you meet with her in person? 15 when we could meet.
16 MS. CHECEL: Objection. It callsfor 16 MS. CHECEL: Y ou don't need to tell what we
17 attorney-client information and communications. 17 talked about.
18 BY MR.CHOATE: 18 THE WITNESS: Oh.
19 Q. Okay. How long did you meet with 19 BY MR.CHOATE:
20 Ms. Checel yesterday? 20 Q. Yeah, again, you don't need to tell me what
21 MS. CHECEL: Same objection. 21 was said between you and your lawyers. Can you tell
22 BY MR.CHOATE; 22 me, though, when the first telephone call took
23 Q. Okay. You can answer the question. 23 place?
24 A. | don't remember how long it was. 24 A. About amonth ago.
25 Q. Did you meet with her for an hour? 25 Q. Okay. How long did that telephone call
Page 15 Page 17
1 A. 1 would say more. 1 last, if you can remember?
2 Q. Did you meet with her for two hours? 2 A. Lessthanfive minutesor ...
3 A. Around two hours. 3 Q. Okay. Who did you speak with on that
4 Q. About two hours? 4 occasion?
5 A. (Nodshead.) 5 A. A lady name Catherine.
6 Q. Okay. 6 Q. Do you remember what her last nameis?
7 When you met with Ms. Checel for about two 7 A. No.
8 hours-- yesterday? 8 MS. CHECEL.: It's Catherine Lhamon.
9 Wasit yesterday? 9 MR. CHOATE: Catherine Lhamon?
10 A. Yes. 10 MS. CHECEL: | believe.
11 Q. Okay. 11 THEWITNESS:. Yes.
12 -- was anybody el se present? 12 BY MR.CHOATE:
13 A. No. 13 Q. Okay. When was the second telephone call,
14 Q. Okay. 14 if you remember?
15 A. Wdll ... well, there were people around 15 A. A week ago.
16 but not with -- not meeting with us. 16 Q. A week ago, okay.
17 Q. Okay. 17 And who did you speak with in this second
18 MS. CHECEL: Can| confer with my client 18 telephonecall?
19 for one moment? Do you mind? 19 A. Catherine Lhamon.
20 MR. CHOATE: Of course. 20 Q. Catherine Lhamon.
21 (Conference held off the record 21 Do you recal how long you spoke with her?
22 between the witness and Ms. Checel.) 22 A. Lessthan five minutes.
23 THE WITNESS: Oh, you mean when | met with | 23 Q. And thethird telephone call was when?
24  her? Yeah, there was Jack. 24 A. Well, actually, | think it was just two
25 1/ mn 25 cdls.
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Page 20

1 Q. Okay. Just the two callsthat you've told 1 A. Not that | can recall.

2 meabout? 2 Q. Okay. Did you -- did you tell your father

3 A. Uh-huh -- yes. 3 that you want to see -- see these conditions get

4 Q. Okay. Have you spoken with anybody else 4  better at your high school ?

5 asidefrom Ms. Lhamon, Ms. Checel and Mr. Londen 5 A. Yes.

6 about your deposition today? 6 Q. Okay. And you attend Huntington Park

7 A. No. 7 Senior High school?

8 Well, my father, but ... 8 A. Yes.

9 Q. You spoke with your father about the 9 Q. Did you tel your father that you want to
10 deposition? 10 seethese conditions get better at other high
11 A. Yes. 11 schools?
12 Q. Anybody else? 12 A. Yes.
13 A. No. 13 Q. Did you mention any high schoolsin
14 Q. What did you speak about with your father? 14 gpecific?
15 A. Basically about what was going to happen, 15 A. | basicaly just told him high schools
16 why I'm heretoday. 16 wherethereis people of color.
17 Q. Did he ask you why you're here today or -- 17 Q. What do you mean by "people of color"?
18 A. Yeah, yes. 18 A. Mexican, Latino, African-American.
19 Q. And what did you tell him? 19 Q. Okay. Did you mention any specific high
20 A. Because -- well, we want to get better 20 schools aside from your high school ?
21 school conditions -- 21 A. No.
22 Q. Uh-huh. 22 Q. Did you have any conversations with anybody
23 A. --inal the public schools. 23 dsein preparation for this deposition today, other
24 Q. Youtold him that you're coming here today 24 than what you've already told me?
25 because you want -- you want to get better school 25 A. No.

Page 19 Page 21

1 conditionsin public schools? 1 Q. Okay. Youindicated earlier that you

2 A. Well, | want to help in there being better 2 reviewed your declaration?

3 school conditions. 3 A. Yes.

4 Q. Okay. Did youtell himwhat types of 4 Q. Did you review any other documentsin

5 conditionsyou would like to see get better? 5 preparation for this deposition?

6 A. Yes. 6 A. No.

7 Q. Canyou tell me what those were? 7 Q. Okay.

8 A. Better, more textbooks, better bathrooms, 8 A. Butthere's-- can1?

9 Dbetter water fountains, better ... basically just 9 There's actually a couple changesthat |
10 cleaner classroom, more teachers, more qualified 10 noticed thismorning. Well, actually yesterday,
11 teachers. 11 too, when | waslooking over it.
12 Q. When did this conversation with your father 12 Q. Okay. Wéll, why don't -- what -- first of
13 take place? 13 dll, let mejust ask you without -- without getting
14 A. Yesterday. 14 into specifics, what kind of changes these are.
15 Q. Yesterday. 15 A. Just acouple misunderstandings.
16 And you told him that you want to see 16 MR. CHOATE: Okay. | would liketo mark as
17 better textbooks -- 17 Exhibit A, the declaration of Lizette Ruiz. Why
18 A. (Nods head.) 18 don't werefer to thisas Lizette 1.
19 Yes. 19 MS. CHECEL: That'sfine. Do you want to
20 Q. -- better water fountains, better 20 specify the date of that declaration?
21 bathrooms, more teachers and more qualified teachers | 21 MR. CHOATE: Yeah, well, I'm going to ask
22 inpublic schools? 22 her.
23 A. Yes 23 (The document referred to was marked by the
24 Q. Okay. Did you tell him anything else that 24 Reporter as Deposition Exhibit 1 for identification
25 you can remember? 25 and isattached hereto.)
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1 BY MR.CHOATE: 1 Q. Okay. Do you remember how you received the

2 Q. Lizette, would you please take alook at -- 2 declaration?

3 atpages. 3 A. Thislady dropped it off at my house and --

4 A. Yes 4 wadll, | think -- actually she mailed it to me, and |

5 Q. Okay. You seewhereit says"executed this 5 don't remember when. Well, | guess like aweek

6 28th day of January"? 6 beforel signedit.

7 A. Yes. 7 Q. A week beforeyou signed it?

8 Q. Okay. And you see below that where there's 8 A. Yeah.

9 asdignature? 9 Q. Sodoyou -- do you think that this person
10 A. Yes. 10 mailed you this declaration around January 21st?
11 Q. Isthat your signature? 11 A. Yes.

12 A. Yes 12 Q. Do you know what the person's name was?

13 Q. Okay. And do you remember if you signed 13 A. | don't remember her name.

14 thisdeclaration on January 28, 20017? 14 Q. Okay. Did you have any conversations with

15 A. Yes. 15 anybody about the declaration prior to signing it?

16 Q. Okay. Did you -- let me just ask you a 16 A. Yes.

17 couple questions about the declaration first and 17 Q. Do you remember with whom you spoke?

18 then we can talk about the changes that you want to 18 A. No, | don't remember her name, either.

19 tell me about. 19 Q. Okay. Do you remember how many timesyou

20 Did you write this declaration? 20 spoke with the person?

21 A. No. 21 A. | believeit wastwice.

22 Q. I'msorry? 22 Q. Okay. And you spoke twice with the same

23 A. No. 23 person?

24 Q. No. 24 A. Yes.

25 Do you know -- do you know who wrote the 25 Q. And you spoke twice with this person prior
Page 23 Page 25

1 declaration? 1 toreceiving thisdeclaration?

2 A. | believe Catherine, the other Catherine. 2 A. Yes.

3 Q. Catherine Lhamon? 3 Q. Okay. Do you remember when the first

4 A. Lhamon. 4  conversation was?

5 Q. Okay. Do you know when you first saw this 5 A. | don't remember.

6 declaration? 6 Q. Okay. Doyouthink it was-- I'm -- strike

7 A. Yes 7 that.

8 Q. Canyou tedl mewhen you first saw it? 8 Can you remember if it was a month before

9 A. Wéll, | seen the original about -- around 9 you first received this declaration? Or lessthan a
10 last year, August. 10 month?

11 Q. Okay. You said you saw it, an origina 11 A. Lessthan amonth.

12 declaration, around last year? 12 Q. Okay. Do you think it was within two weeks
13 A. Yes 13 of receiving this declaration?

14 Q. Okay. That's not this declaration, though, 14 A. Probably three weeks before.

15 it'sadifferent declaration? 15 Q. Threeweeks before receiving --

16 A. Yes. 16 A. Three weeks or two weeks.

17 Q. Okay. Do you know when last year you saw 17 Q. Okay. Soyou first spoke with somebody

18 that other declaration? 18 about this declaration, this January 28th

19 A. August, | believe the 23rd. 19 declaration, about three weeks before you received
20 Q. Okay. And when did you seethis-- this 20 it?

21 declaration, Exhibit 1, for the first time? 21 A. Yes.

22 A. On January 28th. 22 Q. Okay. Do you remember how long you spoke
23 Q. Youdidn't seethisdeclaration prior to 23 with the person over the telephone?

24 January 28th of 20017 24 A. Around 15 minutes.

25 A. Not that | recall. 25 Q. Fifteen minutes?
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Page 28

1 A. Yes. 1 arenecessary inthisdeclaration, the January 21st
2 Q. Okay. Do you remember the second time that 2 declaration.
3 you spoke with this person about the declaration? 3 A. Wéll, onthefirg page, | don't even --
4 A. | say around ten minutes. 4 MS. CHECEL: You can say line 26.
5 Q. Inthissecond conversation, you spoke with 5 THE WITNESS: Online 26, thereis-- it
6 the person for about ten minutes? 6 says
7 A. Yes. 7 "Also | need to take AP
8 Q. Okay. Do you remember how long before you 8 calculusin order to meet college
9 received the declaration you spoke with that person 9 requirements.”
10 for ten minutes? 10 BY MR.CHOATE:
11 A. Canyou rephrase the question? 11 Q. Yes.
12 Q. Sure, of course. That was an example of a 12 A. Butit's not necessary to meet college
13 bad question. 13 requirements. It just kind of looks good on your
14 Y ou said that you had two conversations 14 application, and it helps alot of people get into
15 with awoman about your declaration prior to 15 college.
16 receivingit. 16 Q. Okay. Soyou're saying -- or your
17 A. Yes. 17 testimony today isthat you do not need to take
18 Q. Okay. 18 AP caculusin order to meet college requirements?
19 MS. CHECEL: So you didn't have your -- so 19 A. Yes.
20 youdidn't have the declaration when you spoke with 20 MS. CHECEL: That dightly mischaracterizes
21 them? 21 her testimony because she said it is helpful for
22 THEWITNESS: No. 22 admission to college.
23 BY MR.CHOATE: 23 MR. CHOATE: Yes.
24 Q. Okay. Thefirst conversation took place 24 Q. But you don't need to takeit to get into
25 about three weeks prior to receiving -- your 25 college?
Page 27 Page 29
1 receiving the declaration -- 1 A. No.
2 A. Yes. 2 Q. Butit'shelpful to takeit to get into
3 Q. -- and that conversation lasted for about 3 college?
4 15 minutes? 4 A. Yes.
5 A. Yes 5 And the next pageonline 7.
6 Q. Okay. The second conversation lasted, you 6 MR. CHOATE: Just give me one second.
7 said, for about ten minutes? 7 (Pausein the proceedings.)
8 A. Yes. 8 BY MR.CHOATE:
9 Q. Do you know how long before you received 9 Q. Okay. Thenext pageonline?.
10 the declaration that second conversation took place? 10 A. Yes. It states:
11 A. It wasthe day after the first conversation 11 "I amredly interested in the
12 took place. 12 environment and | want to become a
13 Q. Okay. Soit was about three weeks before 13 lawyer so | applied for alegal
14 the -- before you received the declaration? 14 internship at Community for a Better
15 A. Yes 15 Environment."
16 Q. Okay. Did you meet with anybody in person 16 Q. Yeah.
17 about the declaration prior to receiving it? 17 A. It wasactually two different internships
18 A. | met with alady when shefirst -- 18 that | applied to.
19 after -- well, before she did the first declaration, 19 Q. Okay.
20 whichwasaround ayear ago. But the second 20 A. And onewaslike alawyer camp, and the
21 declaration, no. 21 other onewasjust the regular internship at
22 Q. Okay. I'mgoing to come back later, later 22 Community for a Better Environment.
23 onintheday and we can talk about the first 23 Q. Okay. They weretwo different internships?
24 declaration. But right now, why don't you tell me 24 A. Yes. And they both took place at the same
25 what -- what changes you want to make, or you feel 25 time.
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1 Q. And what wasthe first internship? 1 A. No.
2 A. Onewasalegal camp, or lawyer camp. 2 Q. Do you know if ashestos was even present?
3 And the other one was just apaid internship at 3 A. Not to my knowledge.
4 Community for a Better Environment. 4 Q. Okay. Any other changes?
5 (Whereupon, Mr. Friedman enters the room.) 5 A. Yes, online 25, it states:
6 (Discussion held off the record.) 6 "There are no trash cans
7 MR. CHOATE: Okay. Why don't we go back on 7 in the girls bathrooms.”
8 therecord. 8 Q. Yes
9 MR. FRIEDMAN: My nameisHoward Friedman. | 9 A. But thereisonetrash can.
10 It'sapproximately 9:57. And I'm counsel 10 Well, actually let me finish the sentence.
11 representing Los Angeles Unified School District, 11 "... and the floor gets
12 whichisacross-defendant and an intervenor in this 12 littered with feminine hygiene pads.”
13 action. 13 But | think she misunderstood me because
14 And | just wanted to state for the record, 14 what | meant was that there'sone big trash canin
15 | just entered the deposition. My understanding 15 thegirls bathroom but there's no small dispensers
16 wasthe deposition was going to commence at 16 ineachdall. So peoplejust tend to throw the
17 10:00 o'clock. And thedidtrict -- although | don't 17 hygiene -- feminine hygiene pads on the floor.
18 think it will be necessary, but the L.A. Unified 18 MR. CHOATE: Can you read back that answer,
19 School District would reserve the opportunity or 19 please.
20 option of -- of deposing Ms. Ruiz inthe futurein 20 (The record was read.)
21 that we entered the deposition after its 21 BY MR.CHOATE:
22 commencement. 22 Q. Okay. What bathroom are you referring to?
23 That'sall. 23 A. Thegirls bathrooms.
24 BY MR.CHOATE: 24 Q. Areyou referring to any particular girls
25 Q. Okay. Lizette, aside from what you just 25 bathroom?
Page 31 Page 33
1 mentioned about the internship in paragraph 7, are 1 A. All the girls bathrooms in the schoal.
2 there any other changes? 2 Weéll, the ones that are open.
3 A. Yes 3 Q. Okay. Areyou saying that all of the
4 Inline 19 on page 2, thereisaso -- it 4 girls bathroomsin the school that are open, there
5 says 5 isatrash canin each of those?
6 "During that time, asbestos and 6 A. Yes.
7 dust were congtantly in the air.” 7 Q. Okay. And you mentioned something about
8 But it was asphalt. 8 dispensers of feminine hygiene pads?
9 Q. What was asphalt? 9 A. Yes.
10 A. It wasbeing put on the roof of the school 10 Q. What -- what was it that you meant?
11 they werefixing, but during the time we were -- but 11 A. That there aren't any small dispensersfor
12 it was during the daytime when we were in school. 12 themin each stall so people -- girlstend to just
13 Q. Okay. Let meseeif | understand. Areyou 13 throw -- either throw their stuff in the toilet and
14 saying that asbestos and dust were not constantly in 14 it getsclogged.
15 theair? 15 Q. Areyou referring to a dispenser into which
16 A. No, it was asphalt and dust. 16 agirl would put a used hygiene pad?
17 Q. You're saying that asphalt and dust were 17 A. Yes.
18 congtantly inthe air? 18 Q. Okay. Arethere any other changes,
19 A. Well, the smell of asphalt. 19 Lizette?
20 Q. Okay. Areyou saying dust was constantly 20 A. Yes. Online 27 of page 2.
21 intheair? 21 Q. Yes
22 A. Yes. 22 A. Ontheend of that sentence -- of that
23 Q. Therewasthe smdll of asphalt? 23 lineg, it gtarts, "the bathrooms,” and it goes on to
24 A. Yes. 24 the next page.
25 Q. But asbestoswas not in the air? 25 Q. Yes, yes.
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Page 36

1 A. "-- arelocked during classes 1 MS. CHECEL: Can we just refer to that and
2 ~ and | have to go across campus.” 2 not mark it as an exhibit to save some copying
3 But they're not -- they're usually not 3 costs?
4 locked during classes. But when they're locked, 4 MR. CHOATE: Weéll, I think we can mark it
5 they'relocked for aperiod of two to three weeks. 5 and dtipulate that it won't go into the actual
6 And at some point there is also only like one or two 6 transcript.
7 bathrooms open in the whole campus. 7 MS. CHECEL: Okay.
8 Q. Okay. Youre saying that the -- that the 8 MR. CHOATE: Isthat okay?
9 bathrooms are usually not locked during classes? 9 MS. CHECEL: That will work.
10 A. During the class period, no. But when 10 MR. CHOATE: Isthat okay with you?
11 they'relocked, which is about once a month, they're 11 MR. FRIEDMAN: Sure.
12 usually locked for two to three weeks. 12 (The document referred to was marked by the
13 Q. Okay. Arethere any other changes? 13 Reporter as Deposition Exhibit 2 for identification
14 A. No. 14 and wasretained by counsel.)
15 Q. Okay. Later on during the day I'm going -- 15 THE WITNESS: (Examining document.)
16 I'mgoing to ask you questions about some of the 16 Yes, | did -- | skimmed through it.
17 different areasin your declaration, and well go 17 BY MR.CHOATE:
18 back and talk some more about the bathrooms and some | 18 Q. When did you skim through this document?
19 of the other areasthat we've just talked about now. 19 A. Last night and this morning.
20 Okay? 20 Q. Okay. How long did you spend skimming
21 A. Okay. 21 through this?
22 Q. All right. 22 A. Lessthan five minutes.
23 Okay. Earlier | was -- we were taking 23 Q. Okay. What parts of it did you look at; do
24 about a conversation that you had with your father. 24 you remember?
25 A. Yes. 25 A. | basicaly just flipped through the pages
Page 35 Page 37
1 Q. Okay. And | think | had asked you if you 1 andlooked at key, like, schoolsthat were
2 had reviewed any documents in preparation for the 2 mentioned.
3 deposition today. And you said you reviewed your 3 Q. You looked at different schools that were
4  declaration. 4 mentioned?
5 A. Yes. 5 A. Yesh.
6 Q. Okay. Andyou didn't review any other 6 Q. Okay. Do you remember what schools you
7 documents? 7 looked at?
8 A. No. 8 A. | remember there was Fremont. | don't
9 Q. Okay. Youdidn't review the first amended 9 know, that'sthe only school that comes to my mind.
10 complaint? 10 Q. Didyoulook at -- at Huntington Park when
11 A. No. 11 you skimmed through the complaint?
12 Q. Okay. 12 A. | waslooking for Huntington Park, but |
13 A. | looked throughit, but | didn't read -- 13 didn't have time to finish looking for it.
14 readit. 14 Q. Okay. Soyou didn't actually look at the
15 Q. Youlooked through the first amended 15 adlegations regarding Huntington Park yesterday when
16 complaint in preparation for today's deposition? 16 you skimmed through the complaint?
17 A. Yes. | think -- that'sthe big stack of 17 A. No.
18 paper, isn't it? 18 Q. Okay. When wasthefirst time that you saw
19 Q. Wdl, I'mnot sure. What -- what are you 19 thisdocument, Exhibit 2; do you remember?
20 referring to that you looked through? 20 A. | don't remember. | just remember that it
21 A. | think -- 21 wasmalledto meand | put it away to -- thinking
22 Q. You know what -- 22 that | was going to look through it more.
23 A. What isthefirst -- 23 Q. Do you remember when it was mailed to you?
24 Q. -- why don't we mark. Let'smark as 24 A. No, | don't remember.
25 Exhibit 2 -- 25 Q. Okay. Wasit mailed to you last year?
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1 A. | dont know. | don't remember. 1 LizetteRuiz.
2 Q. Youdon't remember? 2 (The document referred to was marked by the
3 A. Huh-uh. 3 Reporter as Deposition Exhibit 3 for identification
4 Q. Wdll, doyou see onthe -- onthe 4 and isattached hereto.)
5 first page there's -- there's a stamp that says 5 BY MR.CHOATE:
6 August 14th, 2000? 6 Q. Lizette, have you seen this document
7 A. Yes. 7 before?
8 Q. Canyou try to think back and -- and tell 8 A. | don't recal.
9 meif yourecall having seen it around that time, or 9 Q. Youdon't recdl ever having seen this?
10 beforethen? 10 A. No.
11 A. After that. 11 Q. Okay. Would you turn to page 7, please,
12 Q. Okay. So you saw the first amended 12 and just take a minute and read what's on page 7.
13 complaint for the first time after August 14th, 13 A. (Examining document.)
14 20007 14 Yes.
15 A. Yes. 15 Q. Okay. And do you know whether you have
16 Q. Okay. Do you remember how long after; can 16 inyour possession at home, or anyplace else, any
17 youtry to think? 17 documentsthat are referred to on page 7?
18 A. 1 would say a couple of weeksto amonth. 18 A. Yes.
19 Q. Sodo you think you -- you saw the first 19 Q. Can you tell me what you have?
20 amended complaint for the first time around the 20 A. Wdl, | have test results from Stanford 9;
21 beginning to the midpoint of September 2000? 21 | havereport cards; | have aletter from the
22 A. | guess. I'm not sure. 22 government because they sent me a scholarship --
23 MS. CHECEL: Y ou are not supposed to guess 23 wadll, | qualified for a scholarship because of my
24 during adeposition. 1f you don't remember, you 24 scoreson the Stanford 9, and ... | believe | have a
25 needto tell him that you don't remember. 25 transcript somewherein my papers. Or acopy of it.
Page 39 Page 41
1 THE WITNESS: | don't remember. 1 And some absent dips.
2 BY MR.CHOATE: 2 Q. Anything else you can think of?
3 Q. Okay. But you did say earlier that you 3 A. Progressreports.
4 thought you saw it a couple weeksto amonth 4 Q. Anything else?
5 after -- after August 14th, 20007 5 A. Not that | can remember.
6 A. | think so. 6 Q. Okay. Youindicated that you have -- are
7 Q. Okay. Andthenyoujust put it away? 7 dl these documents, documents that you have at
8 A. Yeah, in my file cabinet. 8 home?
9 Q. Okay. After you received it and you put it 9 A. Yes.
10 away, did you look at it on any other occasions? 10 Q. Okay. Youindicated that you have test
11 A. | brought it back out but | didn't really 11 resultsfrom your Stanford 9?
12 look throughiit. 12 A. Yes.
13 Q. Okay. Other than your declaration and then 13 Q. Do you know for what years you have your
14 this-- and this document, the complaint, did you 14  test results?
15 look at any other documents, or review any other 15 A. | don't remember, but for most of them.
16 documentsin preparation for your deposition today? 16 Q. Okay.
17 A. No, al | reviewed were the two 17 A. But | think my eighth grade results were
18 declarations. 18 mailed to adifferent address. | think they had
19 Q. Okay. In addition to this document? 19 a-- they had amistake on my address.
20 A. Yes. 20 Q. Do you think you have your test results
21 Q. Okay. But no other documents? 21 fromyour years at Huntington Park?
22 A. No. 22 A. Yes.
23 Q. Okay. 23 Q. Youindicated you have report cards at
24 MR. CHOATE: | would liketo mark as 24 home?
25 Exhibit 3, Defendants notice of deposition of 25 A. Yes.
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Page 42 Paged4 |
1 Q. Do you have report cards for -- for all | Q. Why do you throw them away? .
2 time you've been at Huntington Park? 2 A. Because I don't think I need them, but I
3 A. Yes. 3 usually keep them in case the teacher didn't come
4 Q. Do you have any other report cards? 4 that day, or something. Or if I forgot to geta |
5 A. I'm missing some in junior high because 5 teacher to sign it.
6 they had a different address; and from elementary 6 Q. And these are slips you fill out when
7 school, I have those. 7 you're absent from class for any reason? .
8 Q. Your junior high school had a different 8 A. Yes, we fill them out the next day. We go
9 address? 9 early to the attendance office and they give us the ‘
10 A. Yeah, they had a -- they had a -- I guess 10 slip.
11 they did a mistake on my address or something. 11
12 Q. Okay. Now, you said you had a letter from 12
13 the government about a scholarship that you qualify 13
14 for? 14
15 A. Yes. 15
16 Q. Do you know who you received that letter 16
17 from? 17
18 A. Tt says Gray Davis. 18
19 Q. Is --is it a document that you brought 19
20 today? 20
21 A. Yes. 21 Q. You indicated you have progress reports at
22 Q. Okay. You indicated that you had a 22 home?
23 transcript? 23 A. Yes.
24 A. Yes. 24 Q. What are those, those reports?
25 Q. Do you know what transcript that was -- 25 A. They are kind of like report cards, but you
Page 43 Page 45
1 that is that you have? 1  get them two to three weeks prior to when you get
2 A. Well, I have it at home, but | believe | 2 the report card, the official report card, and it
3 gotitayearago. 3 just basically states how you're doing in class.
4 Q. Was it for your -- your grades at school? 4 Q. Do you have progress reports for all
5 A. Yeah. 5 your -- all your classes that you've taken at
6 Q. At Huntington Park? 6 Huntington Park?
7 A. Yes. 7 A. Yes. i
8 Q. You indicated you have absent slips? 8 Q. Okay. Can you think of any other documents
9 A. Yes. 9 you may have at home?
10 Q. Okay. What are those? 10 A. Not that I recall.
11 A. They are these yellow slips that they give 11 MS. CHECEL: Counsel, these are the
12 us when we're absent and we use them to get back 12 documents she brought to produce in response to the
13 into a class. 13 request, but we would request that you make a copy |
14 Q. Who gives you these slips? 14 and then we can redact the private information from |
15 A. The attendance office. We get them after 15 these. i
16 we're absent, when we come back. 16 MR. CHOATE: You want me to make a copy |
17 Q. Are you supposed to give them to your 17 first?
18 parents to have them fill out? 18 MS. CHECEL: Yeah, and then I'll redact
19 A. No, you just -- we are supposed to take 19 them. ;
20 them to every period and have the teacher sign them. 20 MR. CHOATE: Okay. Why don't we go off the [
21 Q. And then once you have all the teachers 21 record.
22 sign your absent slips, who do you give it to? 22 (Discussion held off the record.) .
23 A. You throw them away or keep them. 23 MR. CHOATE: Let's go back on the record.
24 Q. You throw them away? 24 Q. Lizette, do you have in your possession any
25 A. Some of them.

25 notes or documents relating to conditions at your
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Page 48

1 school, or any other issuesraised by the lawsuit, 1 theschool was-- how can | phraseit. How the
2 other than what we've aready spoken about? 2 school sucks, but | don't know. And it was
3 A. No. 3 basically about the bathrooms and how clean the
4 Q. Okay. Let meback up for asecond. Some 4 school is, or -- and how there's not that many
5 of the documents that we spoke about whichyouhave | 5 books, but ... there were more things, but | can't
6 at home, are there documents at home that you didn't 6 remember.
7 bring today? 7 Q. Okay. Try to think back to the last time
8 A. Yes 8 you spoke with Mr. Sandoval.
9 Q. Okay. Have you had any discussionswith -- 9 Okay. Can you think about when that was?
10 with teachers at your school regarding any of the 10 A. I'd say around September.
11 conditionsat your school that are referenced in the 11 Q. September of last year?
12 lawsuit? 12 A. Yes.
13 A. Yes. 13 Q. Okay.
14 Q. Do you know what teachers you've spoken 14 A. Yeah, September to October.
15 with? 15 Q. Sometimein the area of September to
16 A. Wéll, one of them was my homeroom teacher, 16 October you spoke with Mr. Sandoval about conditions
17 Mr. Sandova. And | have spokento Mr. Valenzuda. | 17 at Huntington Park?
18 Q. What was that name? 18 A. Yes.
19 A. Vaenzuela 19 Q. Okay. Doyourecal if you spoketo him at
20 Q. Vdenzuda? 20 school?
21 A. (Nods head.) 21 A. Yes.
22 Q. Isthat aman or awoman? 22 Q. Okay. And do you -- canyou recall
23 A. A man. 23 gpecifically what -- what was said?
24 Q. A man. 24 A. Not specifically, | can't recall.
25 Ishea-- ishe ateacher of yours? 25 Q. Okay. Do you know whether in that
Page 47 Page 49
1 A. Hewas my homeroom teacher when | wasin 1 conversation you spoke to him about -- about the
2 Ctrack. 2 bathrooms at Huntington Park?
3 Q. And Mr. Sandoval is your homeroom 3 A. Yes.
4 teacher -- 4 Q. Okay. Canyoutell mewhat youtold him,
5 A. Wdl, he was my homeroom teacher, but he's 5 or what you talked about with him?
6 not teaching anymore. Well, not at Huntington Park. 6 A. Basicdly that therewas ... apetition
7 Q. Okay. Do you have -- did you have 7 going around before, a couple months before, about
8 conversationswith any other teachersrelating to 8 opening more bathrooms, or having more bathrooms
9 the conditionsin the lawsuit? 9 opento the students. And basically about the air
10 A. Ms. Dalhi. 10 conditioner, how it's aways broken down, and about
11 Q. Any othersthat you can think of? 11 thetextbooks.
12 A. Not that | can remember. 12 Q. Now, you spoke with him in September to
13 Q. Okay. Do you recall how many conversations | 13 October of last year about a petition relating to
14  you had with Mr. Sandoval? 14 bathrooms?
15 A. | don't remember. 15 A. Yes.
16 Q. Okay. Well, can you think back and tell me 16 Q. About broken air-conditioning?
17 when the last time you spoke to Mr. Sandoval was 17 A. Yes.
18 about conditionsin this lawsuit? 18 Q. And about textbooks?
19 A. Wéll, you're asking about the conditions, 19 A. Yes.
20 not the lawsuit; right? 20 Q. Okay. Did you speak to him on that
21 Q. I'masking you -- what | want to know is 21 occasion about anything else?
22 what you spoke to Mr. Sandoval about in relation to 22 A. 1 think I spoke to him about the water
23 conditions at your school. 23 fountain, too, that brown water was coming out of
24 A. Oh. 24 it
25 Wl | spoke to him about basically how 25 Q. Inthis conversation of September to
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Page 52

1 October of last year? 1 therearen't enough stalls and how since there's
2 A. Yes. 2 usudly two or three bathrooms open, theré's redly
3 And there was actually more teachers | 3 biglinesduring nutrition. And it was basically
4 talked to about the water fountain. 4  about that we have -- we're -- in our club, we have
5 MR. CHOATE: Let's go off the record. 5 people checking the bathrooms and note down what --
6 (Recess taken from 10:28 to 10:33.) 6 what problems there were in the bathrooms.
7 MR. CHOATE: Let'sgo back ontherecord. 7 Q. Areyou telling me about -- about what you
8 Q. Lizette, you were -- before we went off 8 spoke with Mr. Sandoval about, or are you just
9 therecord, you weretelling me about a conversation 9 remembering what the petition was about?
10 you had with your former homeroom teacher, 10 A. No, I'mjust -- | remember what | talked to
11 Mr. Sandoval -- 11 himabout --
12 A. Yeah 12 Q. Okay.
13 Q. -- in September/October of last year; is 13 A. -- onoccasions.
14 that right? 14 Q. Allright. I'mjust trying to clarify,
15 A. Yes 15 though, what -- whether you remember having spoken
16 Q. And you told me you spoke to him about a 16 to himabout thisin September/October, or you can't
17 petition relating to the bathroom, about broken 17 remember whether you spoke to him?
18 air-conditioning, about textbooks and about the 18 MS. CHECEL: That was asked and answered, |
19 water fountains? 19 thought.
20 A. Yes. 20 THE WITNESS: Excuse me?
21 Q. Did you talk to him on that occasion about 21 MS. CHECEL: | thought you already answered
22 any other conditions at your school? 22 that question.
23 A. | don't know if you mentioned the water 23 THE WITNESS: Hmmm.
24 fountains, the brown water that was coming out of 24 Y eah, there are alot of -- because we
25 it 25 usualy talked every day, so | don't remember
Page 51 Page 53
1 Q. Yesah, you did. 1 exactly when everything | talked to him was.
2 A. | also remember | talked to alot of the 2 BY MR.CHOATE:
3 teachers about the brown water coming out of the 3 Q. Wadll, you remember that the last time you
4 water fountains. And | remember one of the 4  canremember speaking to Mr. Sandoval about the
5 teachers, his namewas Mr. Conley, because he made a 5 bathrooms, was that in September/October?
6 gsmal test to see whether there was any -- | think 6 A. Yes
7 itwaslike any metal, rust, or something like that. 7 Q. Okay.
8 And | asotakedto -- 8 A. Becausethat's before he quit, or | don't
9 Q. Wadll, first, | just want to focus on your 9 know what happened to him.
10 conversation with Mr. Sandoval, then we can talk 10 Q. All right. And on that occasion, you spoke
11 about other conversations that you've had. 11 with Mr. Sandoval about this petition regarding the
12 Okay? 12 bathrooms?
13 A. Okay. 13 A. Yes.
14 Q. Try to think specifically what you and 14 Q. Okay. Youindicated that agirl had
15 Mr. Sandovd talked about in terms of this petition 15 darted apetition?
16 relating to the bathrooms. 16 A. Yes
17 A. Wadll, I think -- well, | -- | don't know -- 17 Q. Okay. Do you remember what her name was?
18 waell, there were alot of conversations, but | 18 A. | don't remember her name. | just knew her
19 remember | told him about the petition that this 19 because one of my friends -- she was one of my
20 girl had started because there was only one bathroom 20 friends cousins.
21 openinthewholecampus. And | think it was 21 Q. Who was your friend?
22 because they had recently closed down the bathrooms 22 A. Her name?
23 around that time. Well, they usually close them 23 Q. Yeah.
24 down very often. 24 A. WasOneida, ONEI D A.
25 And | think it was basically just about how 25 Q. Oneidaisyour friend'sfirst name?
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1 A. Yes. 1 Q. Before July?
2 Q. Do you know what her last name is? 2 A. Yes.
3 A. No, | don't remember. 3 Q. Okay. Soyou think that between
4 Q. Okay. Wasthisa petition that other 4 February of 2000 and July of 2000 this petition
5 studentssigned? 5 wascirculated amongst students?
6 A. Yes 6 A. | don't remember. I'm not quite sure about
7 Q. Didyousignit? 7 that, but it was around that time.
8 A. Yes 8 Q. Wasit an actual written document that was
9 Q. Do you know how many students signed it? 9 passed from one student to another?
10 A. | don't remember, but it was around a 10 A. It had like the -- what we wanted and it
11 hundred, or more than a hundred. 11 just-- yeah, it had like copies were made and
12 Q. How much more than a hundred do you think 12 peoplewere signing it.
13 itwas? 13 MR. CHOATE: I'msorry. Could you read
14 A. | don't remember, because| -- | don't know 14 that back, please.
15 when shefinished passing it around. | don't realy 15 (The record was read.)
16 keepintouch with her often. 16 BY MR.CHOATE:
17 Q. Okay. Do you know what thisgirl did with 17 Q. Okay. And | think you indicated that
18 the petition? 18 the petition was given to the vice principal,
19 A. | believe she gave it to Ms. Williams, the 19 Ms. Williams?
20 viceprincipal. But the petition, it got around, | 20 A. Yes.
21 think in the beginning of that year, around -- 21 Q. Okay. Wasthat in August of 2000, or do
22 before August. 22 you know when it was?
23 Q. Areyou referring to the 1999 and 2000 23 A. | don't remember, but | know it was before
24 school year? 24 duly.
25 A. Yes, | believe so. 25 Q. And did this petition just -- let's go off
Page 55 Page 57
1 Q. Okay. 1 therecord.
2 A. Actualy, no, the beginning of 2000. 2 (Pausein the proceedings.)
3 Q. Beginning of the current school year? 3 MR. CHOATE: Let'sgo back on.
4 A. I'm confused, but -- 4 Q. Inthis petition that we've been talking
5 MS. CHECEL: Maybe you should clarify 5 about, did the petition only relate to the
6 because she'sat aschool that has multitracks. 6 bathrooms?
7 BY MR.CHOATE: 7 A. Yes.
8 Q. Okay. When do you think the petition was 8 Q. Okay. Canyou try to remember for me
9 circulated among students? 9 exactly what the petition said --
10 A. The beginning of 2000. 10 A. | don't --
11 Q. Okay. 11 Q. --to the extent you can?
12 MR. FRIEDMAN: Areyou saying thebeginning | 12 A. | don't remember.
13 of the cdendar 2000, or the beginning of the 2000 13 Q. Okay. What were some of the conditions, if
14 school year, which would be around July of 20007 14 any, about the bathrooms at your school that were
15 THE WITNESS: No, the beginning of the 15 mentioned in the petition?
16 cadendar yesr. 16 A. | don't remember exactly, but I know
17 BY MR.CHOATE: 17 that -- that it just asked for more bathrooms to be
18 Q. Okay. Soisthisaround January of 20007 18 open on our campus.
19 A. Yes. Around February. 19 Q. Okay. So the petition asked for more
20 Q. Around February of 2000? 20 bathroomsto be open around the campus?
21 A. Yes. 21 A. Yes
22 Q. Okay. Do you remember for how long it 22 Q. Did it ask for anything else?
23 circulated amongst students? 23 A. Not that | can remember.
24 A. | think three months, around there. I'm 24 Q. Sodl you can remember isthe petition
25 not sure. Before July. 25 asked for more bathroomsto be open?
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1 A. Yeah, because | know that was the purpose 1 A. Well, we just made suggestions, like what
2 of thewholething. 2 we could ask for and, you know, what we could settle
3 Q. Okay. Canyourecall if it asked for a 3 for.
4 certain number of bathroomsto remain open, or to be 4 Q. I'msorry. When you say "we," who are you
5 open? 5 referringto?
6 A. | don't know what it said, but | know we 6 A. It wasbasically other club members.
7 asked Ms. Williams for more than four bathrooms. 7 Q. What club wasthis?
8 Q. The petition asked for more than four 8 A. It'scalled Y outh Action.
9 bathroomsto be open? 9 Q. Okay. IsYouth Action aclub at school?
10 A. I don't know if it said that, because we 10 A. Yes.
11 asked -- because some students met with Ms. Williams | 11 Q. Okay. What's the purpose of Y outh Action?
12 and we went over what we were going to ask her for. 12 A. To get more studentsinvolved and to have
13 And we asked for more than four bathrooms. 13 skills, like -- develop skills, leadership skills
14 Q. Wereyou one of the students that met with 14 and to make them aware of issues that are happening
15 Ms Williams? 15 around the community and earth.
16 A. No. 16 Q. How many students are -- are -- are
17 Q. Okay. Do you know who the other students 17 involved with the Y outh Action Club, if you know?
18 werethat met with Ms. Williams? 18 A. It rangesfrom -- well, when -- because --
19 A. | don't remember who ended up meeting with 19 wadll, two tracks are usually in school and usualy
20 her, but | know it was the girl who started the 20 it'sfiveto, you know, seven to 15 people.
21 petition and -- actually, | can't tell you because 21 Q. Okay. Now, you were -- you were saying
22 some peopleflaked out. So | don't know exactly who 22 that you were -- you were helping this girl to plan
23 went. 23 her meeting with -- with Ms. Williams.
24 Q. Some students flaked out? 24 A. Yes.
25 A. Yes 25 Q. Do you remember when about that was? Was
Page 59 Page 61
1 Q. You mean that they didn't meet with 1 that -- wasthat sometimein August of last year?
2 Ms Williams? 2 A. | don't remember.
3 A. Uh-huh, yes. 3 That's when she presented the petition.
4 Q. How do you know that students met with 4 Q. Okay. And | think you indicated that the
5 Ms Williams? 5 studentsin the Y outh Action Club were suggesting
6 A. Becausethe girl that was running it 6 thingsthat she could talk about with Ms. Williams?
7 mentioned it to me, and we weretrying to help her 7 A. Yes, we had -- we brainstormed and --
8 out, set adateto -- 8 Q. What kind of things did you brainstorm
9 Q. When you say "we," who are you referring 9 about?
10 to? 10 A. Basically better, you know, sanitary
11 A. Theclub members, and -- it was basically 11 bathrooms, more trash cans, soap dispensers, more
12 just club members and this girl. 12 bathrooms open, more toilet paper, cleaner
13 Q. Okay. But -- but your understanding is 13 bathrooms.
14 that students met with Ms. Williams because a girl 14 Q. Okay. | think you indicated earlier that
15 at school told you that? 15 inaconversation with Mr. Sandoval, you also spoke
16 A. Yes. 16 about a broken air-conditioning?
17 Q. Okay. 17  A. Yes
18 A. Wéll, because we helped her plan the date 18 Q. Wasthat in the conversation of
19 and basically get -- well, basically, yeah, just 19 September/October of last year?
20 plan the mesting. 20 A. It wasn't the last conversation, but
21 Q. You -- you helped this girl plan a meeting 21 hewould complain about there not being
22 with Ms. Williams? 22 air-conditioning, it being broken most of the time.
23 A. Yes 23 Q. Who would he complain to?
24 Q. Okay. How did you help her plan the 24 A. Wéll, he would complain to Garciaand just
25 meeting? 25 say that nothing is usually done, or ...
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1 Q. How -- how do you know that he complained 1 A. Well, now, this -- last week, my chemistry
2 to Garcia? 2 teacher was complaining about the air-conditioning
3 A. Well, he told me, but ... 3 because it broke down. And he's really used to the
4 Q. Okay. Mr. Sandoval told you that he 4  cold, so we had to meet downstairs in the cafeteria
5 complained to Mr. Garcia? 5 on Wednesday.

6 A. Yeah, that he complained to the 6 Q. What is your chemistry teacher's name?

7 administration basically. 7 A. Mr. Waller.

8 Well, actually I don't think he mentioned 8 And my math teacher, she also complains

9 it to Mr. Garcia, but he would say that he 9 because she brings a little fan, and she usually has
10 complained to the administration. 10 the windows open.

11 Q. Okay. He told you that he complained to 11 Q. Okay.
12 the administration about a broken air conditioner? 12 All right. We'll come back to some of
13 A. Yeah. 13 these issues a little later.
14 Well, most teachers do, but it usually 14 Tell me how old you are, Lizette.
15 takes like four days for it to be actually fixed. 15 A. How old?
16 Q. Do you know what air-conditioning 16 Q. Yeah.
17 Mr. Sandoval complained about? 17 A. I'm17.
18 A. It wasn't really specific, but I know it 18 Q. And you -- what grade are you in?
19 was the -- the building's air-conditioning would be 19 A. Eleventh.
20 broken most of the time. And other teachers' 20 Q. Okay. What general area of the city do you
21 air-conditioning, also. 21 live in?
22 Q. Do you know of any other teachers who 22 A. What do you mean?
23 complained about air-conditioning? 23 Q. Well, where -- where do you live?
24 A. Tdon't-- I can't remember at that time. 24 A. Inthe city or --
25 Q. Okay. Why do you think that other teachers 25 Q. Where is your home?
Page 63 Page 65 ?

1 complained about air-conditioning? Did -- did they 1 A. In Huntington Park.

2 tell this to you? 2 Q. Okay. Do you live close to school?

3 A. Well, it was usually broken down and 3 A. About a mile away.

4 they would just say, like, "Oh, we're going to have 4 Q. About a mile away, okay.

5 the class outside, or take a break," or they 5 How long have you lived at that location?

6 would ... they would just complain about the 6 A. Well, it's kind of hard to determine

7  air-conditioning -- 7 because in the lot we have lived for about 12

8 Q. Are these -- 8 years -- no, 11 years.

9 A. --tous. 9 Q. You've lived at the same home for 11 years?
10 Q. Are these complaints about 10 A. Not the same home, because my dad built a
11  air-conditioning, did these happen in your classes? 11 house in the back, so we moved to the new house.
12 A. Most of them. 12 Q. Okay. The new house is in the same area,
13 Q. Okay. 13 though?

14 A. Well, the ones that I was aware of. 14 A. Yeah, it's the same lot. We used to live

15 MS. CHECEL: Speaking of air-conditioning, 15 in the front, and he built a house in the back, so

16 is there air-conditioning in here we can turn up a 16 we moved there.

17  bit? 17 Q. Where did you live before that?

18 MR. CHOATE: Let's go off the record. 18 A. Before the -- that location, the lot?

19 (Pause in the proceedings.) 19 Q. Before you lived at this lot.

20 BY MR CHOATE: 20 A On N s like . blocks

21 Q. Lizette, do you recall specifically 21 away.

22 speaking with other teachers at your school about 22 Q. That's also in Huntington Park?

23  air-conditioning? 23 A. Yes.

24 A. During that time? 24 Q. Do you know how long you lived or-
25 Q. During any time.

25 - for?
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1 A. Around five years. 1 Tides. | know it's Tides. I'm not sure
2 Q. Wheredid you live at before -- before 2 what thewhole nameis, so ... but it'sbasically an
3 that? 3 internship | went through -- through -- with Y outh
4 A. Somewherein Inglewood. 1'm not sure 4 United for Community Action.
5 where. 5 Q. Okay. Let'stalk about thelast job you
6 Q. Okay. Wereyou borninthe Los Angeles 6 had. Wasthat with theintern -- asanintern for
7 areq, if you know? 7 Community for a Better Environment?
8 A. I'mnot sure. Around there, though. 8 A. Yes.
9 Q. Okay. Areyou alicensed driver? 9 Q. And when was that?
10 A. No. 10 A. Around August of last year.
11 Q. Okay. How do you get to school ? 11 Q. That's August of --
12 A. My grandfather takes me to school. 12 A. No. Juneto August.
13 Q. Does he pick you up from school, also? 13 Q. Did theinternship last from June to August
14 A. No. 14 of last year?
15 Q. How do you get home from school ? 15 A. Yes.
16 A. Friends usualy give merides. 16 Q. Okay. What did you -- what were your
17 Q. Can you tell me when you began attending 17 responsihilities as an intern for Community for a
18 Huntington Park Senior High School? 18 Better Environment?
19 A. In'98. 19 A. Basicaly planning the meetings, the C.B.
20 Q. Isthat when you were in the ninth grade? 20 youth meetings. And also planning meetings for the
21 A. Yes. 21 school club, Youth Action.
22 Q. Okay. Wheredid you go to junior high 22 Q. What kind of an organization was Community
23 school? 23 for aBetter Environment?
24 A. Gage Middle School. 24 A. Community for a Better Environment? It's
25 Q. Okay. IsGage Middle School in Huntington 25 basicaly agrass-roots organization. Wetry to
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1 Pak? 1 empower the community through knowledge and
2 A. Yes. 2 workshops and try to let them know about, you know,
3 Q. What grades did you have at -- strike that. 3 what'sgoing on in the community, the -- what health
4 Did you attend Gage Middle School for 4 hazards there are and what they could do.
5 dgixth, seventh and eighth grade? 5 Q. And you indicated you helped plan meetings?
6 A. Yes. 6 A. Yes.
7 Q. Where did you go to elementary school ? 7 Q. Isthat like notifying people of what the
8 A. Middleton Street Schoal. 8 dates of the meetings were and --
9 Q. Did you attend Middleton Street School for 9 A. Yeah, and typing agendas, and just ...
10 all of elementary school? 10 that's pretty muchit.
11 A. Yes 11 Q. Okay. Canyou tell mewhat your -- what
12 Q. Okay. Isthat -- is Middleton Street 12 the next employment was before being an intern at
13 School aso in Huntington Park? 13 Community for a Better Environment?
14 A. Yes. 14 A. | --no, | didn't have any.
15 Q. Do you currently have ajob? 15 Q. Okay. But I think you indicated that you
16 A. No. 16 wereanintern, | believe, for Tides.
17 Q. Haveyou ever been employed? 17 A. Well, that's the organization that was
18 A. Yes. 18 paying meto be anintern at Community for a Better
19 Q. Okay. Canyou tell mewhere your last 19 Environment.
20 employment was? 20 Q. All right. So other than your internship
21 A. In...it'skind of hard to determine 21 at the Better Environment organization, you haven't
22 because | worked -- | interned in Community for a 22 had any other employment?
23 Better Environment, but | was paid by the -- what 23 A. No.
24 wasit called? | don't -- I'm not sure what it's 24 Q. Okay. Lizette, | want to ask you some
25 caled. 25 quedtions -- some general questions about your
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1 involvement in thislawsuit. 1 Q. Canyou tel what the nameisagain,
2 Do you know who you are suing? 2 please.
3 A. The State of California. 3 A. Yuki Kidokoro. KIDOKORO; Y UKI.
4 Q. Do you know if you're suing anybody else? 4 Q. And do you know when the -- when the ACLU
5 A. Not that I'm aware of. 5 had ameeting at Community for a Better Environment?
6 Q. Okay. Canyou tell mewhen you first 6 A. | don't remember the date.
7 thought about suing in this lawsuit? 7 Q. Okay. Wasthat last year?
8 A. | can't remember. 8 A. Yes
9 Q. Canyou tell me what made you think about 9 ™M Q. Okay. Canyou tel mewhat they said?
10 suing? 10 MS. CHECEL: Objection. Attorney-client
11 A. Thefact that the state would be held 11 privilege. I'minstructing her not to answer.
12 responsible for the bad school conditions around 12 MR. CHOATE: Okay.
13 Cdifornia. And thefact that they might be able to 13 Q. Canyou tell mewhen -- strike that.
14 do something about them. 14 Can you tell me when you hired alawyer to
15 Q. Sodid you decide to sue because you 15 represent you in this case?
16 thought the State of Californiawas responsible for 16 A. | don't remember the date.
17 bad conditions at your school? 17 Q. Do you know approximately when it was?
18 A. Yes. 18 A. Around August.
19 Q. Okay. Any other reasons? 19 Q. Around August 2000 --
20 A. Just basically they are responsible for a 20 A. Yes
21 lot of the conditions at alot of public schools 21 Q. -- isthat when you hired alawyer to
22 wherethere's people of color. 22 represent you?
23 Q. Okay. Prior to bringing thislawsuit, with 23 A. Yes.
24 whom did you first discuss the possibility of filing 24 Q. Okay. Did this meeting with the ACLU at
25 alawsuit, if you remember? 25 the Community for a Better Environment take place
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1 A. | don't remember her name. 1 before August?
2 Q. Okay. It wasawoman? 2 A. Yes.
3 A. Yes. And shewas from the ACLU. 3 MR. FRIEDMAN: Do you remember who attended
4 Q. Okay. Wasit Catherine Lhamon; do you 4 the meeting?
5 know? 5 THE WITNESS: No, | don't remember their
6 A. No, it wasn't Catherine, it was somebody 6 names.
7 ds 7 MR. FRIEDMAN: Were there anumber of
8 Q. Do you know where you were when you had 8 dudents?
9 that discussion? 9 THEWITNESS:. Yes
10 A. Inthe Community for a Better Environment 10 MR. FRIEDMAN: Was Ms. Kidokoro there?
11 office, the C.B. office. 11 THE WITNESS: Shewalked in and out but she
12 Q. Do you know who initiated that discussion 12 wasn't part of the -- of the conversation.
13 at the offices of Community for a Better 13 MR. FRIEDMAN: Do you remember other people
14 Environment? 14 besides students and the ACLU attorneys who were at
15 A. | don't remember. 15 themesting?
16 Q. Well, doyou recal if somebody approached 16 THE WITNESS: No.
17 you, or did you approach somebody else? Do you -- 17 Oh, well, actually yes, there was aformer
18 A. Wdll, the youth coordinator talked to us 18 student of Huntington Park High School, he was
19 about the -- about lawyersfrom the ACLU comingtoa | 19 currently employed, but ...
20 meeting and -- 20 BY MR.CHOATE:
21 Q. A meeting that was held at Community for a 21 Q. Do you remember what his name was?
22 Better Environment? 22 A. lsaac Martin.
23 A. Yes 23 MR. FRIEDMAN: He was employed by the
24 Q. Do you know who the youth coordinator is? 24 communities organization?
25 A. Yuki Kidokoro. 25 THE WITNESS: No, he was employed by the
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1 schoal. 1 Q. Okay.
2 - MR. FRIEDMAN: Oh, he was an employee of 2 A. Oh, actually acontact about the
3 Huntington Park High School? 3 litigation, or just like thefirst time | have ever
4 THEWITNESS: Yes. 4 talked to alawyer from the ACLU?
5 MR. FRIEDMAN: I'm sorry. lsaac'slast 5 Q. Wiall, contact from an ACLU lawyer about
6 name? 6 thislitigation.
7 THE WITNESS: Martin. 7 A. Yes, it wasthefirst time.
8 MR. FRIEDMAN: Counsdl, I'm not so sure 8 Q. And let mejust make sure | understand.
9 thereisan attorney-client privilege here if 9 Did somebody tell you that the ACLU was
10 Ms. Kidokorowasin and out of the meeting and 10 goingto come to this meeting to talk about the
11 Mr. Martin wasin the meeting. 11 litigation?
12 THE WITNESS. Hewas apossible -- what's 12 A. Yes.
13 itcdled? 13 Q. Okay. And | -- wasthat -- was that Y uki,
14 MS. CHECEL: Hewas apossible plaintiff 14 theyouth coordinator?
15 and she organized the meeting. She wasn't sitting 15 A. Yes
16 inthrough the entire meeting. 16 Q. Okay.
17 BY MR.CHOATE: 17 All right. Have you had contact with any
18 Q. Lizette, at this meeting at Community for a 18 other of the plaintiffs attorneyswho are involved
19 Better Environment that took place prior to August 19 inthiscase? If you know.
20 of 2000, were you seeking legal advice from the 20 A. Not that | can remember.
21 ACLU? 21 Q. Okay. Haveyou had any contact with the
22 A. Prior toit? Prior to the meeting, no. 22 group called Public Advocates?
23 Q. What about after the meeting? 23 A. Not that | can remember.
24 A. No, | wasjust becoming aware -- they were 24 Q. Okay. Haveyou had any contact with the
25 letting me know what was happening and asking meif | 25 group caled Center for Law and the Public Interest?
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1 | wantedto take apart of it. 1 A. Not to my knowledge.
2 MS. CHECEL: You don't need to tell 2 Q. Okay. Haveyou had any contact with the
3 anything that happened, any of the communications. 3 Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights?
4 MR. CHOATE: Okay. Canwe go off the 4 A. Not that | can remember.
5 record. 5 Q. Have you had any contact with the
6 (Discussion held off the record.) 6 Asdan-Pacific American Legal Center?
7 (Conference held off the record 7 A. Not that | -- not to my knowledge.
8 between the witness and Ms. Checel.) 8 Q. Okay. Haveyou had any contact with anyone
9 MS. CHECEL: Canwe go back on the record? 9 from LoyolaLaw School?
10 MR. CHOATE: Yes. 10 A. Not to my knowledge.
11 MS. CHECEL: I'vejust conferred with my 11 Q. Okay. Haveyou had any contact with
12 client. The August date that she referred to isthe 12 anybody from Georgetown University Law Center?
13 first declaration date that she signed. Prior to 13 A. Not to my knowledge.
14 that, she was at the meeting to discussthe 14 Q. Okay. I'll just ask you one more question
15 litigation. It wasin anticipation of the 15 likethat.
16 litigation. And the attorney-client privilege 16 Have you had any contact with anybody from
17 starts once there is a communication between an 17 theMexican-American Legal Defense and Education
18 attorney and the client. 18 Fund?
19 And so | will still instruct her not to 19 A. Not to my knowledge.
20 answer. 20 Q. Do you know what aclassactioniis,
21 MR. CHOATE: Okay. 21 Lizette?
22 Q. Ms. Ruiz, at this meseting, was thisthe 22 MS. CHECEL.: It calsfor alega
23 first time you had contact with lawyers from the 23 conclusion, but she can answer the question.
24 ACLU? 24 THEWITNESS: Yes.
25 A. Yes. 25 /Il I
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1 BY MR.CHOATE: 1 A. Canyou rephrase that?
2 Q. Canyou tell me what aclass action is? 2 MS. CHECEL: Objection. Ambiguousasto
3 A. Wéll, it'sbasically alawsuit where 3 supervise"
4 somebody isrepresenting alot of people for the 4 MR. CHOATE: Okay.
5 same circumstance, or the samereason. And for ... 5 MS. CHECEL: You can answer if you
6 Q. Areyou aclass representative? 6 understand the question.
7 A. Yes. 7 THE WITNESS: | don't understand the
8 Q. Okay. Do you know what a class 8 quedtion.
9 representativeis? 9 MR. CHOATE: Okay.
10 A. Yes. Itissomebody who represents people 10 Q. Your understanding isthat you're supposed
11 who have the same -- the same problems, or -- or for 11 to meet regularly with your lawyers?
12 the samereasons. 12 A. Yes.
13 Q. Do you represent a certain class of 13 Q. Okay. Do you know whether you owe any
14 students? 14 dutiesor obligationsto other class members?
15 A. Yes. 15 A. Could you explain that?
16 Q. Do you know what class of studentsyou 16 Q. Wall, are you aware of any obligations that
17 represent? 17 you have with respect to other class members?
18 A. All the studentsin public schoolsin 18 MS. CHECEL: Objection. Vague asto
19 Cdifornia 19 "obligation."
20 Q. Okay. Do you represent a subclass of 20 BY MR.CHOATE:
21 students? 21 Q. You can answer.
22 A. | believel do. 22 MS. CHECEL: Y ou can answer it, though.
23 Q. Okay. Canyou -- canyou tell me what that 23 THE WITNESS: Yeah, | don't know what you
24  subclassis? 24  mean by "obligation.”
25 A. Schoolsthat have tracks. 25 /Il I
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1 Q. And when you say "tracks," are you 1 BY MR.CHOATE:
2 referring to multitrack schools? 2 Q. Isit--isit your understanding that you
3 A. Yes 3 aresupposed to protect the interests of other class
4 Q. Okay. Areyou representing both the class 4 members?
5 of students who attend public schoolsin California 5 A. I'm not sure what you mean.
6 and multitrack students? 6 Q. Okay. Areyou aware that you have an
7 A. Yes 7 obligation to participate in the strategic decisions
8 Q. Do you know what your obligationsare asa 8 of thiscase?
9 plaintiff? 9 A. Could you repeat the question again?
10 A. | don't remember. 10 Q. Okay.
11 ™ Q. Okay. Did anybody tell you what they were? | 11 Are you aware of whether you have an
12 A l-- 12 obligation to participate in the strategic decisions
13 MS. CHECEL: Objection. Attorney-client 13 of thislawsuit?
14 privilege. 14 A. No.
15 MR. CHOATE: Okay. 15 MS. CHECEL: Go ahead.
16 Q. Do you know what your obligationsare asa 16 THE WITNESS: I'm not aware.
17 classrepresentative? 17 MR. CHOATE: Okay.
18 A. Yes. 18 Q. Isit your understanding that you may be
19 Q. Okay. Canyou tell mewhat your 19 potentially responsible for some costs or feesin
20 obligationsare? 20 thislawsuit?
21 A. To become involved in the case and meet 21 A. Canyou repeat that question again?
22 regularly with the lawyers and be notified of what's 22 Q. Yeah.
23 going on. 23 Do you have an understanding as to whether
24 Q. You understand, then, that you have an 24 you may be potentially liable for any costs or fees

obligation to supervise your attorneys?

in connection with this lawsuit?
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1 A. | am not aware of that. 1 A. Yes.
2 Q. Okay. Do you have an agreement to pay your 2 Wil actualy | wouldn't know because I've
3 lawyers? 3 never beenin aschool that isn't amultitrack. But
4 A. No. 4 what | do know isthat we basically need more
5 Q. Do you have an understanding asto who is 5 schoolsin the subclass and more qualified teachers.
6 responsiblefor your lawyers fees and costs? 6 Q. Soaspart of the subclass are you seeking
7 A. No. 7 more schools?
8 Q. Okay. Areyouwilling to pay feesand 8 A. Yes.
9 coststo your lawyers? 9 Q. And you are also seeking more qualified
10 A. Wél, | don't have money, but I'd be 10 teachers?
11 willingtoif the judge said to, or ... | don't 11 A. Yes.
12 know. 12 Q. Okay. Areyou kept informed by your
13 Q. Okay. Areyou entitled to any extra 13 lawyers about the progress of this lawsuit?
14 Dbenefitsfor serving as aplaintiff? 14 A. Yes.
15 MS. CHECEL: Objection. Vague and 15 Q. Do you know where this lawsuit has been
16 ambiguousasto "benefits." 16 filed?
17 But you can answer if ... 17 A. No.
18 THE WITNESS: Y eah, what do you mean by 18 Q. Okay.
19 "benefits'? 19 A. Not to my knowledge.
20 BY MR.CHOATE: 20 Q. Have you seen any documents that have been
21 Q. Wéll, has anybody promised you anything for 21 filed with the court by the State of California?
22 serving asaplaintiff? 22 A. Not that | can remember.
23 A. No. 23 Q. Okay. Haveyou seen any -- any documents
24 Q. Hasanybody promised you anything for 24 that have been filed with the court by other
25 serving as a class representative? 25 defendants?
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1 A. Promised me anything such as what? 1 A. Not that | can remember.
2 Q. Such asanything. 2 Q. Okay. Haveyou ever been involved in any
3 A. No, no promises have been made. 3 other civil case before?
4 Q. Okay. Will you be paid any money for 4 A. No.
5 sarving asaplaintiff? 5 Q. Okay. Haveyou ever beeninvolved in a
6 A. No. 6 criminal proceeding?
7 Q. Will you be paid any money for serving asa 7 A. No.
8 classrepresentative? 8 Q. Okay. Lizette, are you currently in school
9 A. No. 9 right now?
10 Q. Okay. Canyou tell mewhat you're seeking 10 A. Yes.
11 for the class of students you represent? 11 Q. Andyou'rein the eleventh grade; right?
12 A. Better school conditions, more qualified 12 A. Yes.
13 teachers, more teachersin general, more textbooks, 13 Q. Canyou tell mewhat classes you're taking
14 better textbooks, better sanitary schooals. 14 right now.
15 Q. Okay. Canyou tell mewhat you're seeking 15 A. Spanish 2, Con. Comp.
16 for the subclass of studentsthat you represent? 16 Q. Isthat Contemporary Composition?
17 A. Thesame. 17 A. Yes. Orisit AmericanLit.? | think it's
18 Q. The samethings you mentioned before? 18 actualy American Lit.
19 A. Yes 19 MR. FRIEDMAN: Arethesethe classes
20 Q. Okay. 20 referenced on the report card that you've provided
21 A. Possibly better, more schoals. 21 toustoday?
22 Q. Is--isthere any difference that you are 22 THEWITNESS: Yes.
23 aware of between what you're seeking for the class 23 Do | keep mentioning them, or --
24 of students you represent versus the subclass of 24 BY MR.CHOATE:
25 students? 25 Q. Wadll, let meask you this: The classes
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1 that are referenced on the report card, these are 1 Q. Yeah? What makes it interesting to you?
2 classes that are actually in progress right now? 2 A. That it's something that actually happened,
3 A. Yes. 3 and .. it's just -- well, American -- well, English
4 Q. Okay. So are you taking Spanish 2 right 4 was my favorite before, but it's kind of dull this
5 now? 5 year.
6 A. Yes. 6 Q. It's kind of dull?
7 Q. And you're taking honors American 7 A. Yeah.
8 Literature Composition? 8 Q. What makes it dull?
9 A. Yes. 9 A. Well, we have to read with tapes a lot --
10 Q. Okay. And you are taking honors Math 10 we have to read stories along with tapes and it is
11  Analysis? 11 kind of distracting, it doesn't help me focus.
12 A. Yes. 12 Q. What are your least favorite subjects this
13 Q. And are you taking Chemistry? 13 year?
14 A. Yes. 14 A. I would say chemistry and math.
15 Q. Okay. And you are taking AP American 15 Q. Why is that?
16 History? 16 A. Well, chemistry is kind of -- it's kind of
17 A. Yes. 17 confusing sometimes because the teacher gives us --
18 Q. You're also taking Track and Field? 18 doesn't really help us prepare for his exams.
19 A. Yes. 19 And math, because it's a lot of homework.
20 Q. Are the grades you received on this report 20 Q. Do you do your math homework?
21 card, are these the mid-semester grades, or what are 21 A. Yeah, but somehow it doesn't help me in the
22 these grades? 22 tests.
23 A. Yes, they're mid-semester grades. 23 Q. Well, math is hard.
24 Q. In the first semester of your eleventh 24 What do you think your worst subjects are?
25 grade -- are you on a semester system at your 25 A. Science.
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1 school? 1 Q. Is that chemistry?
2 A. Yes. 2 A. Yeah.
3 Q. Okay. And these classes you've told me 3 Q. Can you tell me -- let's see. Your Spanish
4 about are the classes you are taking in the current 4 teacheris --is
5 semester? 5 A
6 A. Yes. 6 .
7 Q. Okay. Can you tell me what classes you 7 Okay. Has she been your Spanish teacher
8 took last semester? 8 allyear?
9 A. Basically -- well, instead of Math 9 A. Yes.
10  Analysis, I had Trigonometry. 10 MR. CHOATE: Why don't I just mark this as
11 Q. Okay. Was that also an honors class? 11 anexhibit. It will be easy to refer to.
12 A. Yes. 12 Let me mark as Exhibit 3 --
13 Q. Okay. 13 THE REPORTER: Four.
14 A. And instead of American Lit., I had 14 MR. CHOATE: -- four, a report card dated
15 Contemporary Composition. 15 Mayl.
16 Q. Okay. That was also an honors class? 16 (The document referred to was marked by the
17 A. Yes. 17 Reporter as Deposition Exhibit 4 for identification
18 Q. Okay. 18 and is attached hereto.)
19 A. And instead of track and field, I had 19 BY MR. CHOATE:
20 soccer. 20 Q. Lizette, would you take a look at
21 Q. Okay. What are your favorite -- are your 21 Exhibit 4, please.
22 most favorite subjects this year? 22 A. Okay.
23 A. I'd say history. 23 Q. Do you see the column where there are
24 Q. Why is that your most favorite subject? 24 teacher names?
25 A. Because it is the most interesting. 25 A. Yes.
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1 Q. Are those all your teachers for these 1 forgetful.
2 classes last semester, too? 2 Q. Well, that happens to some people as they
3 A. No. 3 getold
4 Q. Okay. Can you tell me what classes have 4 What, in your opinion, Ms. Ruiz, makes one
5 different teachers last semester? 5 teacher better than another teacher?
6 A. The only teacher I had different was the 6 A. Just how much effort they put into
7 track and field. 7 teaching.
8 Q. Okay. Yeah, right. 8 Q. Are there any other -- any other qualities
9 And who is or was your soccer coach last -- 9 that you think make one teacher better than another?
10 A. Last semester? 10 A. Well, if the teacher is present most of the
11 Q. -- semester? 11 semester and how much time they take to help us.
12 A. Ms. Lambert. 12 Q. Okay.
13 Q. Lambert, okay. 13 MS. CHECEL: Do you mind taking a quick
14 But other than Ms. Lambert, all these 14 break right now?
15 teachers were your same teachers last year? 15 MR. CHOATE: No, that's okay.
16 A. Yes. 16 MS. CHECEL: Thanks.
17 Q. Okay. Who are your best teachers this 17 (Recess taken from 11:32 to 11:36.)
18 year? 18 MR. CHOATE: Let's go back on.
19 A. My math teacher and my AP History teacher, 19 Q. Lizette, I see that you got a!‘in your
20 Mr. Miekosz and Ms. Ruiz. 20 chemistry class. Can you tell me why you think you
21 Q. What -- what makes those teachers your best 21 got that grade, other than chemistry is a hard
22 teachers, you think? 22 class?
23 A. Well, my math teacher, she really explains 23 MS. CHECEL: lJust for the record, I think
24  alot of the homework and she doesn't mind tutoring 24 that on these topics of grades, I think we're going
25 during lunch or nutrition or before school. And so 25 to seek a protective order. We're in the process of
Page 91 Page 93
1 she really helps me a lot. 1 doing that. So anything pertaining to grades we'd
2 And Mr. Miekosz, because he -- I think he 2 like to be able to retroactively designate that
3 teaches really good. Because he just basically 3 testimony as confidential.
4 tells us the important things and ... I don't know. 4 MR. CHOATE: Sure. Idon't have a problem
5 Tjustlike his teaching skills. 5 with that.
6 Q. Okay. Do you ask your math teacher to help 6 MS. CHECEL: You can still answer the
7 you with tutoring often? 7 question.
8 A. Yes. 8 THE WITNESS: Why did I get 2 JI}
9 Q. You go -- do you meet with him before 9 Well, I had alll but I think the teacher
10  school? 10  didn't correct most of my work because I think he
i1 A. With her? 11 wasinarush. But after the grades went in, he
12 Q. With her? 12 told me I had
13 A. No. 13 MR. CHOATE: Okay.
14 Q. When do you meet with her, usually? 14 Q. Why do you think you got allin your
15 A. During nutrition and lunch. 15 Spanish class?
16 Q. How many times a week do you meet with your | 16 A. Because she doesn't -- I know before these
17 math teacher? 17 grades went in she lost the grades, she dropped
18 A. Every day. 18 them. And I think -- she said somebody changed
19 Q. You do? During nutrition or lunch? 19 them. But she also doesn't really grade much work.
20 A. (Nods head.) 20 Like most of the work I tum in, she forgets --
21 Q. What are the teachers that you like the 21 sometimes I'm the only person that turns in homework
22 least? 22 because they try to make like -- tell her that she
23 A 23 never left it or something.
24 Q. Why do you like her the least? 24 Q. You're referring to your Spanish teacher?
25 A. Because she's really old and really 25 A. Yes.
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1 And she forgets. So sometimes I'm like the 1 (The document referred to was marked by the
2 only one that turns in some of the homework and she 2 Reporter as Deposition Exhibit 5 for identification
3 doesn't even grade them. 3 and is attached hereto.)
4 Q. So you think maybe your grade reflects the 4 MR. CHOATE: Counsel, can we stipulate that
5 fact that your teacher didn't grade all your work? 5 these are her pupil records as provided from -- from
6 A. Yes. 6 her school?
7 Q. Okay. 7 THE WITNESS: Yes, I believe so.
8 A. And I think she also does it on like how 8 MR. CHOATE: Okay.
9 she knows people. Because I sit next to these gitls 9 BY MR. CHOATE:
10 that talk a lot, and so I think she -- well, 10 Q. Lizette, would you take a look at, |
11 sometimes she blames it on me. 11 believe it's page 3.
12 12 You see in the upper right-hand corner --
13 13 A. Yes.
14 14 Q. -- there is a list of classes for the term
15 15 ending June 29, 20007
16 16 A. Yes.
17 17 Q. Okay. Do those look like the classes that
18 18 you took in your second semester of tenth grade?
19 19 A. Yes.
20 20 Q. Okay. And would you look in the lower
21 21 left-hand portion of the page.
22 22 A. Yes.
23 23 Q. There are a list of classes for the term
24 24 ending December 27, '99?
25 25 A. Yes.
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1 1 Q. Do those look like the classes you took in
2 2 the first semester of tenth grade?
3 Q. Okay. Lizette, can you tell me what 3 A. Yes.
4 classes you took in -- in your first semester, tenth 4 MS. CHECEL: Actually, it says
5 grade? 5 October 27th.
6 A. Well, I know I took French 2. 6 MR. CHOATE: Excuse me. October 27th.
7 Q. Okay. Do you know who your teacher was in 7 Q. Lizette, just so [ have a clear record, I'm
8 French2? 8 going to ask you a question and when I'm done you
9 A. Ms. Fernandez. 9 can answer.
10 Q. Okay. Do you remember any other classes? 10 In the second semester of tenth grade, did
11 A. Biology. U.S. history, I think. 11  you take Typing A, honors English 10, Integrated
12 Integrated 2. 12 Math 3, Soccer, Intercoordinated Science 2, World
13 Q. Integrated 2. 13 History? Did you take those classes in your second |
14 A. No, actually it was Integrated 3, I'm 14 semester of tenth grade?
15 sormry. 15 A. Yes.
16 MR. CHOATE: Actually, you know what I'm 16 Q. Okay. And did you take -- your first
17 going to do? I'm going to -- I'm going to mark a 17 semester of tenth grade, did you take honors
18 copy of her pupil records so it will make it 18 English 10, French 2, Integrated Math 3, Soccer,
19 quicker. 19 Intercoordinated Science 2, and honors World
20 MS. CHECEL: And would you designate that 20 History?
21 as confidential? 21 A. Yes.
22 MR. CHOATE: Okay. 22 Q. Okay. Farther up at the top of the page,
23 MS. CHECEL: Okay. 23 there is a list of classes in your ninth grade year
24 MR. CHOATE: Mark that as Exhibit 5. 24 for the term ending October 27, 1998.
25 1 25 A. Uh-huh -- yes.
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1 Q. Okay. Was that your first semester in 1 A. Yes.
2 ninth grade? 2 Q. Okay.
3 A. In ninth grade? 3 A. And then on A track --
4 Excuse me. Can you rephrase the question? 4 Q. I'm sorry.
5 Q. Was that your first semester in ninth 5 A. On A track, when I changed to A track, the
6 grade, the term ending October 27, 19987 6 teacher was Dr. Justice.
7 A. Yes. 7 Q. Dr. Justice?
8 Q. Okay. And in that semester did you take 8 A. Yes.
9 honors English 9, French 1, Integrated Math 2, 9 Q. Okay.
10 Advanced PE 1, Intercoordinated Science 1, and 10 Dr. Justice was your English teacher on
11 honors Geography? 11 Atrack?
12 A. Yes. 12 A. Yes.
13 Q. Okay. Do you see right below there is 13 Q. And on C track you had two teachers,
14 alist of classes for the term ending April 27, 14 Mr. Kraft and Mr. Nordhee?
15 19997 15 A. Yes.
16 A. Yes. 16 Q. Do you remember who your -- let's see. You
17 Q. Okay. Was that your second semester in 17 indicated your French 2 teacher was
18 ninth grade? 18 A. Yes.
19 A. Yes. 19 Q. Was she also your teacher in the second
20 Q. Okay. And in that semester, did you take 20 semester and first semester?
21 honors English 9, French 1, Integrated Math 2, 21 A. No. Because in the first semester I was
22 Advanced PE 1, Intercoordinated Science 1 and honors | 22 in C track and then I changed to A track. And I got
23 Geography? 23 typing.
24 A. Yes. 24 Q. Okay. Who did you have for French in the
25 Q. Okay. And then right below that there 25 first semester when you were on C track?
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1 is areference to two classes for the term ending 1 A. _
2 June 16th, 1999? 2 Q. Okay. And do you know who you had in the
3 A. Yes. 3 second semester for typing?
4 Q. Was that intersession, an intersession 4 A. I don't remember her name.
5 period? 5 Q. Who was your integrated math teacher in the
6 A. Yes. 6 first semester?
7 Q. Intersession is like summer school? 7 A. Ms. Wills.
8 A. Yes. 8 Q. Wills?
9 Q. Okay. And during that intersession period, 9 A. Yes.
10 did you take Creative Writing and Power Reading? 10 Q. Okay. Was Ms. Wills also your math teacher
11 A. Yes. 11 onC --on A track?
12 Q. Okay. I want to get a sense of who your 12 A. No.
13 teachers were in tenth grade. 13 Q. Okay. Who was your math teacher on
14 A. Okay. 14 A track?
15 Q. Can you remember who your teacher was for 15 A. Ms. Wiese.
16 your honors English class? 16 Q. Who was -- who was your Intercoordinated
17 A. Tenth grade? 17 Science teacher on A track -- I'm sorry, on C track
18 Q. Yeah. 18 in the first semester?
19 A. Well, I had two because I changed tracks. 19 A. Well, in tenth grade my teacher was
20 And when [ was in the C track, my teacher was ... 20 Ms. Williams. And when I changed to A track it was
21 don't remember his name. But when I was -- when [ 21 Ms. Wiese, and I have been having Ms. Wiese ever
22  changed to A track -- on C track I had Ms. -- oh, 22 since.
23 vyeah. In C track I had Mr. Kraft, and then I 23 MS. CHECEL.: For science?
24 changed -- they changed me into Mr. Nordhee. 24 THE WITNESS: For science.
25 Q. Mr. Nordhee? 25 /1 "

T
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1 BY MR. CHOATE: 1 intenth grade?
2 Q. Yeah, for science. 2 A. French, and ... probably typing.
3 A. I'm sorry. 3 Q. Was -- was French one of your worst
4 Q. That's okay. 4 subjects because the teacher was -- was verbally
5 A. For C track her name was Ms. Moody. 5 abusive?
6 Q. Okay. And who was your Intercoordinated 6 A. Yes.
7  Science teacher for A track in the second semester? 7 Q. Okay. Were there any other reasons why
8 A. Conley. Mr. Conley. 8 French, you feel, was your worst subject?
9 Q. Can you tell me who your World History 9 A. Because -- I don't think we had a textbook,
10 teacher was in the first semester on C track? 10 so it was kind of hard to learn.
11 A. Ms. Perry. 11 Oh, yeah, actually we did. We had it later
12 Q. Okay. And who was your World History 12 that semester.
13 teacher for the second semester on A track? 13 Q. You did have a textbook during French
14 A. Mr. Wolf. 14 class?
15 Q. Okay. Who was your soccer coach? 15 A. Yeah.
16 A. Ms. Lambert. 16 Q. Okay.
17 Q. Was she also your coach for both semesters? 17 A. And ... yeah, it was just the teacher. She
18 A. Yes. 18 was very impatient. It was her first year of
19 Q. In tenth grade, can you tell me what your 19 _teaching, so ... I don't know.
20 favorite subjects were? 20
21 A. In tenth grade? 21
22 I would say English. 22
23 Q. Why was that your favorite subject? 23
24 A. Because we read a lot of poetry and we read 24
25 alot of stories, and wrote a lot of poetry. 25
Page 103
1 Q. Do you like writing poetry? 1
2 A. Yeah. Well, I never really got a feel for 2
3 ituntil then. 3
4 Q. What was your least favorite subject in 4
5 tenth grade? 5
6 A. I'would say French. 6
7 Q. And why was that? 7
8 A. Because the teacher was sort of verbally 8
9 abusive. Like she would make us feel bad when we 9
10 couldn't talk like -- when we didn't know what she 10
11 was asking us or something. 11
12 Q. Can you tell me what your best subjects 12
13 were in tenth grade? 13
14 A. English, math and history. 14
15 Does soccer count as a subject? 15
16 Q. Sure, it does. 16
17 A. Soccer. 17
18 Q. Why do you think that English, math and 18
19 history were your best subjects? 19
20 A. Well, I like math because it's kind of like 20
21  puzzles, even though I'm not that good at it, like 21
22 figuring it out. And history is always interesting. 22
23 "And English is -- I don't know, helps me to be 23
24 creative. 24
25 Q. What do you think your worst subjects were 25
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1 1 that your teacher for Intercoordinated Science was
2 2 Ms. Moody.
3 3 Is that right?
4 4 A. Yes.
5 5 Q. Okay. Was there a time when Ms. Moody
6 6 wasn't your teacher anymore in Intercoordinated
7 7 Science?
8 8 A. Actually I don't think she was the one that
9 9 gave me the
10 10
11 11 Q. Well, was Ms. Moody one of the substitute
12 12 teachers who you had in that class?
13 13 A. No, I think she took -- she was the
14 14 teacher.
15 Q. And do you think you got thi in science 15 Q. Okay. Did you have substitute teachers
16 in tenth grade because your teacher was -- was 16 at--
17 absent? 17 A. For her class? No. Actually I think when
18 A. Yes. 18 we had substitutes was my freshman year.
19 Q. How do you -- how do you think that 19 Q. Okay. Do you -- do you remember what class
20 affected your grade, your teacher's absence? 20 or-- in your freshman year?
21 A. How the teacher's absence affected my 21 A. Tthink it was Intercoordinated Science 1.
22 grade? 22 Q. Okay. Take a look at Exhibit 5 at your
23 Q. Yeah. 23 classes in ninth grade.
24 A. Because he never taught anything, it was 24 A. (Examining document.)
25 always substitutes. 25 Q. Can you tell me which of those classes were
Page 107 Page 109
1 Q. Okay. 1  your favorite classes?
2 A. And we always had to do worksheets. 2 A. I'would say geography.
3 Q. How many substitutes do you think you had 3 Q. And why was geography your favorite class?
4 in your science class in tenth grade? 4 A. Well, it was easy.
5 A. I don't remember, but there were a lot. 5 Q. It was easy?
6 Q. Do you think you had more than five 6 A. Yeah, and it was -- it was pretty
7 substitutes? 7 interesting because we had projects and we watched
8 A. Around five. 8 pretty good movies.
9 Q. Around five substitutes? 9 Q. What kind of projects did you do?
10 A. Tdon't know, actually more. I don't know. 10 A. We made an airplane, and we made time
11 Because there was a substitute that stayed for a 11 lines. And that was pretty much it.
12 while. 12 Q. Was that -- what was your least favorite
13 Q. Uh-huh. 13 subject in tenth grade -- I'm sorry, in ninth grade?
14 A. ButI don't remember. 14 A. English.
15 Q. Mr. Moody was your science teacher 15 Q. Wasn't -- wasn't English one of the classes
16 originally in that class? 16 that you liked in tenth grade?
17 A. No. Itwasa -- 17 A. Tenth grade, yes, but not in ninth grade.
18 MS. CHECEL: Vague and ambiguous. Which 18 Q. Why -- why didn't you like it in ninth
19  class are you referring to? 19 grade?
20 MR. CHOATE: Okay. 20 A. Because the teacher was pretty dull and we
21 Q. In the first semester of tenth grade in 21 read the same story the whole year because we really
22 your Intercoordinated Science class you got a D; is 22 gotinto it --
23 that right? 23 Q. How was --
24 A Yes. 24 A. --in detail.
25 Q. Okay. And I think that you told me earlier 25 Q. I'm sorry. I spoke while you were
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1 answering and that was one of the things I told you 1 sorry. And that's why I got into soccer because
2 Iwasn't going to do. I'm sorry. 2 that was the only way.
3 Can you tell us how your teacher for 3 BY MR. CHOATE:
4  English in ninth grade was very dull? 4 Q. Okay. Was Ms. Wills your teacher for
5 A. Well, he had a dull voice so it was hard to 5 Integrated Math in the second semester of ninth
6 keep our attention to him. And just the extent to 6 grade, also?
7 which he went into the story, and ... I don't know. 7 A. Yes.
8 Q. Okay. 8 Q. Okay. Who was your science teacher in
9 A. The story was Romeo and Juliet, so it 9 ninth grade?
10 was ... it wasn't interesting at all. 10 A. I don't remember, I get my C track science
11 Q. Did you not like the story, or you didn't 11 teachers confused. But at first it was -- it was a
12 like the way he presented it? 12 teacher that was never there. And then the second
13 A. Yeah, and he -- well, I liked the story but 13 semester, I think it was Ms. Pun.
14 just to get into every detail of it was pretty dull. 14 Q. Puri?
15 Q. Okay. Lizette, can you tell me who your 15 A. PURL
16 ninth grade English teacher was, if you can 16 Q. You can't remember who your Integrated
17 remember. 17 Science teacher was in the first semester?
18 A. Oh, _ 18 A. No, I don't remember his name, but he's --
19 Q. Was he your English teacher for both 19 he's currently the softball coach. I think his name
20 semesters? 20 is Mr. Hernandez, I'm not sure.
21 A. Yes. 21 Q. Mr. ...
22 Q. Can you tell me who your teacher for 22 A. Hemandez?
23  French 1 was? 23 I'm not sure.
24 A. Well, the first semester it was -- [ don't 24 Q. Okay. Do you know who your geography
25 remember his ... Mister ... he had a difficult name. 25 teacher was?
Page 111 Page 113
1 Idon't remember it. 1 A. Mr. Valenzuela.
2 Q. Okay. How about the second semester? 2 Q. For both semesters?
3 A m 3 A Yes
4 Q. Okay. 0 was your Integrated Math 4 Q. How about your PE teacher?
5 teacher? 5 A. Mr. -- for freshman, for when I was a
6 A. Ms. Wills. 6 freshman?
7 Q. Ms. Wills, was that the same one you had 7 Q. Yeah, ninth grade.
8 for.. 8 A. Ithink it was Mr. Parkhill.
9 A. Ctrack. 9 Q. For both semesters?
10 Q. Ctrack? 10 A. Yes.
11 A. But first I changed teachers because one of 11 Q. Who was your favorite teacher in ninth
12 them, I don't remember her name, I think she was 12 grade?
13 Korean and she didn't teach at all. She just gave 13 A. Oh, I remember my first French teacher. It
14 us a book and put the assignment on the board and 14 was Mr. Pakraduni.
15 expected us to figure it out. 15 Q. Can you spell that because I'm not sure I
16 Q. Was this a teacher you had in Integrated 16 can.
17 Math? 17 A. TthinkitisPAKRADUNI I'm not
18 A. Yes, in -- in tenth grade. 18 sure.
19 Q. Intenth grade? 19 Q. Okay.
20 A. Yes. 20 Which of your ninth grade teachers was your
21 Q. Okay. 21 most favorite teacher?
22 A. In integrated 3. 22 A. (Examining document.)
23 MR. CHOATE: Okay. 23 Ms. Wiese -- I mean Ms. Wills. Sorry.
24 THE WITNESS: And so -- I tried to get out 24 Q. And what made her your most favorite
25 of her class to Ms. Wiese -- to Ms. Wills, I'm 25 teacher?
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1 A. Because she explained the math really good. 1 like I don't -- I don't really think my grades mean
2 Q. Okay. 2 anything because she doesn't really -- she's kind of
3 A. She was pretty laid back and ... because 3 senile, so she really forgets to teach us things, or
4  she -- I think she taught pretty good. 4 she goes through the same thing three times a week
5 Q. Isit -- is it easier to learn, you think, 5 and teaches -- puts on the same video three times a
6 with a teacher who is laid back and explains things, 6 week.
7 easier for -- for you? 7 Q. And is this || | GGG
8 A. Yes. 8 A. Yeah.
9 She just brought out the most important 9 And it makes it -- it's just ... I don't
10 things we had to learn, and she made it easy. 10 know.
11 Q. You think that's one of the reasons why you 11 Q. Okay. Are there any other reasons you can
12 got a good grade in math? 12 think of why your grades don't reflect your true
13 A. Yes. 13 academic abilities other than the style of teaching
14 Q. Who was your least favorite teacher in 14 of some of your teachers?
15 ninth grade? 15 A. That's basically it.
16 A. It's hard to chose, but ... I would say 16 Q. Okay. Have you ever received any awards or
17 17 distinctions while you've been at Huntington Park
18 Q. Your French teacher? 18 Senior High School?
19 A. Yes. 19 A. Yeah.
20 Q. And why -- why do you think that -- why was 20 Well, the government scholarship, the
21 she your least favorite teacher? 21 scholarship from the governor.
22 A. Because she was pretty mean, and ... 22 Q. Are you referring to the letter that you
23 basically that. 23 received from Governor Davis?
24 Q. Do you think that -- that that had 24 A. Yes.
25 something to do with why you got a.in your second | 25 And ... | guess that's basically it.
Page 115 Page 117
1 semester in French -- 1 MR. CHOATE: Let me just take a minute to
2 A. Yes. 2 read the letter.
3 Q. -- in ninth grade? 3 MS. CHECEL: Sure.
4 A. Yeah. 4 MR. CHOATE: Thanks.
5 Q. Okay. 5 (Pause in the proceedings.)
6 A. Because she's -- she pretty much -- she 6 MR. CHOATE: Can we mark as Exhibit 6 the
7 pretty much graded us on how we spoke French. And 7 document which appears to be a letter from Gray
8 she was like -- she wanted it to be perfect, and we 8 Davis.
9 didn't really know much CK what was perfect French. 9 Counsel, do you have your own copies?
10 Q. Do you like French? 10 MS. CHECEL.: Ido.
11 A. Tliked it before she came along. 11 MR. FRIEDMAN: Yes.
12 Q. Do yousstill try to speak French? 12 (The document referred to was marked by the
13 A. Tjust remember the basic things. Or Yuki 13 Reporter as Deposition Exhibit 6 for identification
14 Kidokoro, the youth coordinator, she used to help me 14 and is attached hereto.)
15 with my French homework and my projects. Andthat's | 15 BY MR. CHOATE:
16 why I didn't understand why she was really harsh. 16 Q. Lizette, have you seen this letter before?
17 Q. Do you think that your grades in general 17 A. Yes.
18 reflect your true academic abilities? 18 Q. Do you know when you received this letter?
19 A. No. 19 A. About two weeks ago.
20 Q. Okay. Can you tell me -- can you tell me 20 Q. Was this the first time that you learned
21  why you don't think so? 21 that you may be eligible to receive a scholarship?
22 A. Because some of the teachers, either they 22 A. Yes.
23 make it too easy or they try to make it hard, really 23 Q. The -- I think this letter indicates that
24  hard. 24 you're supposed to fill out an attachment. Was
25 And like my Spanish teacher, for example, 25 there some documentation that you had to fill out
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1 and send back to somebody? l A. Yeah.
2 A. Not that came -- it didn't come with this 2 Q. When you get homework in your classes, do
3 letter, but I had to be onto the website and fill 3 you generally do it?
4 out some information. 4 A. Yes.
5 Q. Is it your understanding that you received, 5 Q. Do you complete all your homework
6 or will receive a $1,000 scholarship based on your 6 assignments?
7 test score on the STAR exam? 7 A. Yes. Probably miss an assignment or two
8 A. Yes. 8 during the year.
9 Q. Do you know what your test score on the 9 Q. Okay. Do you seek -- seek help from
10 STAR exam was? 10 anybody for homework that you may be assigned in
11 A. No, not exactly, but I heard it was pretty 11 classes?
12 high. 12 A. Well, I get tutored from my math teacher
13 Q. What are you going to do with the thousand 13 regularly.
14 dollars? 14 Q. Uh-huh, yeah.
15 A. Use it for college supplies or ... 15 A. And in the past, I've got tutoring for
16 Q. Do you plan on going to college? 16 French by the youth coordinator.
17 A. Yes. 17 Q. Uh-huh.
18 Q. Where do you want to go? 18 That's Yuki; right?
19 A. Twant to go to Occidental, but I don't 19 A. Yes. And that was basically it.
20 know where I will go. 20 Q. Do you ever ask any other teachers other
21 Q. Were you proud when you received this 21 than your math teacher to help you with homework?
22 letter? 22 A. Yes. Tusually ask the club sponsor to
23 A. Yeah. 23 help me with my science homework.
24 Q. Do you have any classes this year in which 24 Q. Is the club sponsor a teacher of yours?
25 you are not assigned homework, Lizette? 25 A. Yes, she's the science teacher.
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1 A. No. l Q. Do you ask her to help you after class,
2 Q. Do you recall any -- 2 or..
3 A. Well, track -~ 3 A. Just - I don't know, it ranges.
4 Q. I'm sorry. 4 Q. I'm sorry.
5 A. Track and field, but ... 5 A. 1don't know, it's not a regular basis.
6 Q. Okay. Can you recall any classes last 6 Q. Okay. Do you ask any other teachers other
7 year, other than sports-related classes, in which 7 than your math teacher to help you with your
8 you didn't receive any homework? 8 homework on a regular basis?
9 A. No. 9 A. My history teacher, I usually talk to him
10 Q. Okay. Do you usually get homework on a 10 about any events that I didn't understand in the
11 daily basis in your classes? 11 book --
12 A. Yes. 12 Q. Okay.
13 Not really, actually, because some classes, 13 A. --or..
14  like Spanish, the teacher forgets to give us 14 Q. And would you -- and when do you usually
15 homework. Or English, we usually have to study on 15 talk with your history teacher?
16 our own. Or AP history, we just -- the teacher 16 A. Tt changes. Sometimes at lunch.
17 gives us -- we have to read two chapters. 17 Q. Okay.
18 Well, he tells us what we have to do when, 18 A. Tusually go to my math teacher or my
19 but he doesn't -- he gives us like a week to do the 19  history teacher.
20 homework, which is two chapters and all the work 20 Q. Do you ever ask -- ask any friends to help
21 that corresponds to it in the workbook for history, 21 you with your homework?
22 but it's basically our responsibility to have it 22 A. No.
23  done. 23 Q. Do you ever ask any family members to help
24 Q. It sounds like you have a lot of homework 24 you with your homework?
25 in your history class? 25 A. No.
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1 Q. Do you have any tutors outside of school? | are there any other conditions in your home that you
2 A. No. 2 think make it -- make it difficult for you to learn
3 Q. Okay. When you are assigned homework in 3 inclasses?
4  your classes, where do you normally do your 4 MS. CHECEL: Objection. You are starting
5 homework? 5 to get into some information that's bordering on
6 A. Well, my math homework, I usually do it at 6 private and that's not really relevant to the case.
7 school, or the rest at home. 7 You can answer if you think of anything
8 Q. Okay. 8 else.
9 A. Orin the office, in the C.B. office. 9 THE WITNESS: No.
10 Q. Inthe C.B. office? 10 MR. CHOATE: Okay.
11 A. Yeah, the Community for a Better 11 BY MR. CHOATE:
12 Environment office. 12 Q. Do you have a computer at home?
13 Q. When you do your math homework at school, 13 A. Yes.
14 where do you usually do your math homework? 14 Q. What kind of computer do you have?
15 A. In the teacher's, Ms. Wiese's class. 15 A. 1don't know what -- what mark it is -- I
16 Q. And at home, do you have your own place to 16 don't know how to say it in English.
17 study? 17 MS. CHECEL: Brand.
18 A. No. Ihave adesk, but it's in the 18 THE WITNESS: Brand, but it's an IBM
19 hallway, so ... 19  computer.
20 Q. Is it --is it difficult to concentrate at 20 BY MR. CHOATE:
21 your desk? 21 Q. Do you use your computer for your school
22 A. Yes. 22 work?
23 Q. Do you think that -- when you study at home 23 A. Yes.
24  at your desk, is it noisy? 24 Q. What kind of things do you do with your
25 A. Yes. 25 computer for school?
Page 123 Page 125 |
1 Q. Who -- what family members do you live with 1 A. Well, I used to get on the Internet to do
2 at your home? 2 the research, but it was Juno so ... but I used it
3 A. My mother, my father, my little brother, my 3 too much so --
4 little sister, and my dad's cousin and his wife. 4 MS. CHECEL: Juno?
5 And my big brother on weekends. 5 THE WITNESS: Yeah.
6 Q. Do you think that -- that because you don't 6 BY MR.CHOATE:
7 have a quiet place to study at home, do you feel 7 Q. What is Juno?
8 that sometimes that -- that interferes with your 8 A. It's like a free service, but you're only
9 ability to -- to learn in any of your classes? 9 allowed to use it for a certain time a month, and my
10 A. Sometimes. 10 siblings took advantage of it.
11 Q. How do you think that -- that affects your 11 But I usually just type my reports in it.
12  ability to learn? 12 Q. On your computer?
13 A. Because sometimes my little sister turns on 13 A. Yes.
14 the TV while I'm doing my homework and she won't 14 Q. Do you still have access to the Internet at
15 leave, or ... or there -- my siblings are usually 15 home?
16 arguing and -- or they put on the music really loud. 16 A. No.
17 Q. Do you ask them to stop sometimes so you 17 Q. Because your siblings used it too much?
18 can study? 18 A. Yeah.
19 A. Yes. 19 Q. When you had access to the Internet before,
20 Q. Will they stop so you can study? 20 did that help you for school?
21 A. No. 21 A. Yes.
22 Q. Are there any other ways that you think 22 Q. How did that help you?
23 your -- strike that. 23 A. Because sometimes -- well, during vacation,
24 Are there any -- other than noise that 24 1had to do AP history homework --
25 you've talked about from your -- from your siblings, 25 Q. Uh-huh.

T

T —
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1 A. --so | had -- since the teacher got into a 1 EXAMINATION RESUMED
2 car accident, I had the opportunity to log on and do 2 BY MR. CHOATE:
3 my homework through the Internet and find out what 3 Q. Lizette, do you know how many students
4  assignments [ had to do. And he would usually 4  attend Huntington Park Senior High?
5 email, tell me, like, what assignments | had to do. 5 A. I'm not sure, because ... but from my
6 And he would post the tests on his -- on his 6 understanding, I believe it is around 1200, but I'm
7 website. 7 not sure if that's at once or when -- or in total.
8 8 Q. Okay. You're not -- you're not sure if
9 9 1200 students attend Huntington Park Senior High at
10 10 any one time, or whether that's the total number of
11 11 students that attended Huntington Park at all times?
12 12 A. Correct.
13 13 Q. Okay. How many -- are there several tracks
14 MR. CHOATE: Okay. Can we go off the 14 of students at Huntington Park?
15 record. 15 A. Yes. There's three tracks.
16 (Discussion held off the record.) 16 Q. Okay. And are you currently on the
17 (At 12:30 p.m. the deposition 17 A track?
18 was adjourned for noon recess.) 18 A. Yes.
19 /// (Please see next page.) " 19 Q. Do you know approximately how many students |
20 20 are on your A track?
21 21 A. Idon't know.
22 22 Q. Can you try and estimate for me?
23 23 A. I'm not sure.
24 24 Q. Do you think there's less than a thousand?
25 25 A. Yes.
Page 127 Page 129 |
1 (At 1:56 p.m., the deposition 1 Q. Do you think there's less than 5007
2 of LIZETTE RUIZ was reconvened 2 A. Possibly.
3 with the same persons present.) 3 Q. Okay. So you think that possibly there's
4 -000- 4 less than 500 students on A track?
5 5 A. Yes.
6 MR. CHOATE: I believe earlier 6 Q. But you do think there are less than a
7 today Lizette mentioned some documents that she 7 thousand students on A track?
8 has at home that are responsive to the request for 8 A. Yes.
9 production -- 9 Q. Okay. Are you familiar with how students
10 MS. CHECEL: Uh-huh. 10 are -- actually, strike that, please.
11 MR. CHOATE: --Iwould like to have those 11 Lizette, are you familiar with how students
12 documents produced. Can we have -- or can you have | 12 are assigned to tracks at Huntington Park Senior
13 Lizette take the time to look through her papers and 13 High School?
14 see whatever documents she has that are responsive, 14 A. No, I'm not.
15 including but not necessarily limited to what we're 15 Q. Ibelieve you indicated that you attended
16 talking about? 16 Gage Middle School?
17 MS. CHECEL: Yeah. 17 A. Yes.
18 You have all the documents at home? 18 Q. Was Gage Middle School a multitrack school?
19 THE WITNESS: Uh-huh. 19 A. Yes.
20 MS. CHECEL: So you can get those to me? 20 Q. Do you recall how many tracks there were at
21 THE WITNESS: Uh-huh. 21 Gage Middle School?
22 MS. CHECEL: And then I'll produce them. 22 A. Three.
23 MR. CHOATE: Okay. Thanks. 23 Q. What track were you assigned to when you
24 1/ 24 were at Gage Middle School?
25 25 A. Ctrack.
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I Q. Ctrack. 1 C track with you at Gage Middle School, were they
2 And I think you indicated that you were 2 also on C track with Middleton Elementary School?
3 originally on C track when you began attending 3 A. Not most of them because it ranged because
4 Huntington Park Senior High; is that correct? 4 alot of the students in the middle school came from
5 A. Yes. 5 different schools.
6 Q. Were you on C track throughout all of ninth 6 Q. Okay. But most of your friends who were on
7 grade? 7  C track at Gage Middle School were on C track when
8 A. Yes. 8 you started at Huntington Park Senior High school?
9 Q. Okay. And for -- for what portion of your 9 A. Some of them.

10 tenth grade year were you on C track? 10 Q. Some of them?

11 A. The first semester. 11 Not most of them, though?

12 Q. Okay. You completed your first semester of 12 A. No.

13 tenth grade on C track and then the second semester 13 Q. Do you know why some of your friends were
14 of'tenth grade, was that on A track? 14 on C track with you at Huntington Park Senior High?

15 A. Yes. 15 Strike that.

16 Q. Okay. And all of eleventh grade so far has 16 Do you know why you and some of your

17 beenon A track? 17 friends in -- were on C track at Gage Middle School
18 A. Yes. 18 and also on the C track at the beginning in ninth

19 Q. Do you know why you were assigned to 19 grade at Huntington Park Senior High School?

20 C track in the ninth grade when you started at 20 A. Well, I believe that once you're in the

21 Huntington Park Senior High? 21 track you stay in it until they either move you for

22 A. Ibelieve it was because I was currently 22 areason for some ... I don't know. The reasons I

23 enrolled in C track. Well, in Gage Middle School, I 23 don't know.

24  wasin C track. 24 Q. Okay. Do you know why students are usually

25 Q. Okay. 25 assigned to the same track in high school that they

Page 131 Page 133 ||

1 A. And throughout elementary school as well. 1  were on in middle school?
2 Q. You -- and what was the elementary school 2 A. I don't know. I guess because -- because
3 that you said you went to? 3 they're -- there's too many students.
4 A. Middleton Street. 4 Q. Do you think that one of the reasons might
5 Q. Was that also a multitrack school? 5 be so that students can continue throughout school
6 A. Yes. 6 with their friends?
7 Q. Were there also three tracks at Middleton 7 MS. CHECEL: Objection. She just answered
8  School? 8 that she didn't know why students are placed on
9 A. To what I can recall, yes. 9 A track.

10 Q. I know that was a long time ago. 10 MR. CHOATE: Well, I think she said she

11 Were you also on C track at Middleton 11 thought, she didn't know why, but ...

12 School? 12 MS. CHECEL: But you can answer the

13 A. Yes. 13 question.

14 Q. Are a lot of your friends at Huntington 14 BY MR. CHOATE:

15 Park Senior High right now, are they students you 15 Q. You can answer the question.

16 have gone through elementary school and middle 16 A. Well, my understanding is there's tracks

17  school together with? 17 because there's not enough room for all the students

18 A. Yes, most of them. 18 to be enrolled in school at once.

19 Q. Most of them? 19 But why they're -- why we're changed from

20 Were most of your friends on C track, when 20 one school to another in tracks, I guess, I don't

21 you were in the ninth grade? Were those students 21 know, I have no idea.

22 also on C track at Gage Middle School? 22 Q. Okay. So your understanding is that there

23 A. Yes, most of them. 23 are -- there are separate tracks because there is

24 Q. Most of them. 24 not enough room for all the students?

25 And were most of those students who were on 25 A. Yeah, to be enrolled in school at the same
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1 time. 1 A. Miramontes.
2 Q. Okay. Do you think there is any other 2 Q. Can you spell that for me, please.
3 reason why there are tracks? 3 A. MIRAMONTES.
4 A. Not to my knowledge. 4 Q. Thanks.
5 Q. Okay. On what is your understanding based 5 Okay. Michaeline Miramontes is a friend of
6 that for the reason why -- strike that. 6 yours who goes to school in the Valley?
7 Tthink you indicated tha there are 7 2
8 different tracks because there's not enough room for 8 . she's been through schools over there.
9 all the students to be on one track. On what do you 9 Q. Do you know what schools she's attended?
10 base that understanding? 10 A. Azusa High. I don't know if she attends
11 A. Well, what some teachers told me before, 11 it. She lives across the street from it so she's
12 on what I've heard from people. 12 been there.
13 Q. Okay. What -- what did teachers tell you 13 Q. Okay. Is this what she told you?
14 before? Canyou -- 14 A. Yes.
15 A. Well, I asked teachers because -- well, 1 15 MR. FRIEDMAN: I'm sorry, what school did
16 found that not all schools had tracks because some 16 you say she attended?
17 of my family members live in different cities, and I 17 THE WITNESS: Well, she went to visit Azusa
18 asked my teachers -- well, I don't remember what 18 High School.
19 teacher, but I know I asked a teacher and she told 19 BY MR. CHOATE:
20  me because there wasn't enough room for all the 20 Q. But you don't know if she ever attended
21 students. 21 Azusa High School?
22 Q. Okay. Can you remember who that teacher 22 A. Idoubt it.
23 was? 23
24 A. T don't know if it was my second grade 24
25 teacher or third. 25
Page 135 Page 137
1 Q. Okay. Do you know when you asked your 1
2 teacher? Do you know how long ago that was? 2
3 A. Years, I don't know. 3
4 Q. Years. 4 Q. Okay. But she told you that schools in the
5 Have you ever asked any teachers at 5 Valley -- or strike that.
6 Huntington Park Senior High why there are different 6 What did she tell you about the schools in
7 tracks? 7 the Valley?
8 A. No. 8 A. That they're nothing like Huntington Park.
9 Q. Okay. When did you first learn that there 9  That they actually have -- that they look like
10 were other schools that didn't have tracks like at 10 malls, or like college campuses. That the soccer
11 Huntington Park Senior High? 11 field is always green and has grass.
12 A. Well, like the high school, recently -- 12 And that -- that there's nice water
13 well, speaking to friends -- well, people that I've 13 fountains, and that the bathrooms are clean. And
14 met that come from, like, the Valley -- 14 that they have -- they look like bathrooms better
15 Q. Uh-huh. 15 than McDonalds'.
16 A. -- and it was like around last year that I 16 Q. Did she tell you anything else about the
17 spoke to a friend. And she told me that the schools 17 schools in the Valley?
18 over there are really nice, that they are nothing 18 A. She told me a lot of things, but most of
19 like the schools in Huntington Park, well, like the 19 them were basic, like that they ... what did she
20  high school. 20 tell me?
21 Q. What friend was this? Do you know her 21 She said their soccer is really good, and
22 name? 22 their football team is nothing like HP's.
23 A. Yes, her name Michaeline. 23 Q. Idon't know if I asked you this, but can .
24 Q. Do you know what Michaeline's last name 24 you tell me when you spoke to Michaeline about this? |
25 1s? 25 A. Ican't remember the time, but I guess it's /
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1 been ongoing because I usually tell her what we're | used to A track, but ...
2 doing in the organization or what -- what we're 2 No, let me rephrase that. [ mean, let me
3 doing in the club. 3 clear that up.
4 Q. Do you talk to her often, Michaeline? 4 Q. That's okay.
5 A. Yeah. 5 A. A track begins in ... September.
6 Q. And you indicated that Michaeline -- that 6 Q. Okay. And do you know when the school year
7 she was home schooled? 7 for A track ends?
8 A. Yeah. 8 A. Let's see. Before July.
9 Q. Do you know how long she's been home 9 Q. Okay. Do you think that the A track ends
10 schooled for? 10 sometime in June?
11 A. No. 11 A. Yes.
12 Q. What grade is she in now? 12 Q. Okay.
13 A. She's going to get her G.E.D. this year, so 13 A. Yeah.
14 she's a senior. 14 Q. You know, again, if you think later on down
15 Q. She's getting a J.D.? 15 the line you remember -- you think that maybe it
16 A. GED. 16 begins or ends at a different time, just tell me.
17 Q. Oh, G.E.D., I'm sorry. Excuse me. 17 A. Okay.
18 18 Q. Well, when you start school on A track, how
19 19 long are you in school before you take a break; do
20 20  you know?
21 Q. Did she receive home schooling when she was | 21 Do you know how many weeks of -- of school
22 in high school, or was it prior to that? 22 you have before you take a break?
23 A. Idon't think she's ever been in a high 23 A. Weeks? Idon't know, but -- well, we have
24 school, like enrolled. But ... I don't know, she 24 holidays off, but -- which is only like one holiday,
25 just mentioned she was home schooled for a while. 25 well, the day of the holiday.
Page 139 Page 141 |
1 Q. Okay. Did you speak to any other students 1 Q. Uh-huh.
2 about schools like the schools in the Valley that 2 A. But we usually stay in school four months.
3 aren't multitrack schools? 3 Q. For four months?
4 A. No. 4 A. Yes.
5 Q. Okay. So the only -- I just want to make 5 Q. Okay. And then you take a break?
6 sure I understand. 6 A. Yes.
7 The only friend of yours who you've 7 Q. Okay. Do you know how long of a break you
8 spoken with about -- about schools that aren't 8 take?
9 multitrack schools like Huntington Park Senior 9 A. Two months.
10 High is Michaeline Miramontes? 10 Q. Two months.
11 A. Friends, yes. 11 And then you come back on for four months?
12 Q. Okay. Have you spoken to adults about 12 A. Four months.
13 schools that are not multitrack schools? 13 Q. And that's your school year?
14 A. No. 14 A. Tthink A track, I'm not sure if it's
15 Q. Okay. Lizette, I just want to ask you a 15 different, but they told me that all the tracks get 4
16 few questions about when -- kind of the schedule of 16 the same days, but during Christmas, we get the week |
17 the different tracks, if you know. 17 off.
18 Do you know when -- what time of year the 18 Q. Who told you that all the tracks get the
19 A track begins? 19 same days?
20 A. Around July. 20 A. Teachers. I don't know exactly who, 1
21 Q. A track begins around July? 21 always ask different people.
22 A. Yes. 22 Q. Okay. Did they -~ did the teachers ever
23 Q. Okay. And do you know what time of year 23 tell you how many days you get on each track?
24  the A track school year ends? 24 A. No.
25 A. Or actually, no, the -- I'm sorry. I'm not 25 Q. Okay. But you're sure that all -- that all
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1 students on each of the tracks have the same days? 1 school year in January.
2 A. Tdon't know ifit's exactly the same days, 2 Q. Okay. So you think that the B track starts
3 butI guess around the same days. 3 inJanuary and ends sometime in December?
4 Q. Do you know when -- what time of year the 4 A. Yes.
5 B track starts? 5 Q. And do you -- do you think that the
6 A. I'm not sure about B track. 6 B track goes for 16 weeks on, eight weeks off, 16
7 Q. Okay. What about the C track, do you know 7 weeks on, like the other tracks?
8 what time of year C track starts? 8 A. Yes. Well, they get Christmas off and
9 A. July. 9 that, but ...
10 Q. July, okay. 10 Q. Okay. Are you familiar with the --
11 And do you know roughly when -- when 11  with the procedure for -- for changing tracks
12 C track ends? 12  at Huntington Park Senior High?
13 A. Around October. 13 A. No.
14 Q. Around October? Okay. 14 Q. Okay.
15 When you -- in -- like in ninth grade when 15 A. Well, I guess, usually -- like when |
16 you began on C track in July, do you know how much | 16 changed tracks, it was really hard because A track
17 time of instruction you had before you took a break? 17 was the track that's most filled with students. And
18 A. Four months. 18 I--but usually you just have to go to Mr. Isaacs,
19 Q. Four months? 19 1 think is his name, and he changes people from
20 A. It's the same for all the tracks. 20 track to track.
21 Q. So are you -- to the best of your 21 But usually friends tell me that they get
22 recollection, do you -- are you saying that C track 22 changed, their -- they get changed from one track to
23 students start in July, have four months of 23 another like without them even knowing.
24 instruction -- 24 Q. Okay.
25 A. Yes. 25 A. Or being notified.
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1 Q. -- then a break of eight weeks -- l Q. Okay. You changed tracks from C track to
2 A. Yeah. 2 A track for the -- around the second semester of
3 Q. -- and then -- and then four months more of 3 your tenth grade year; is that right?
4 instruction? 4 A. Yes.
5 A. Uh-huh, yes. 5 Q. Why -- why did you change tracks?
6 Actually I think B track might start around 6 A. Because I was going to apply for --
7 November. 7 actually there were three different things. One was
8 Q. You think maybe it starts in November? 8 law camp; the other was internship at CBE, and the
9 A. Yes. Because their schedule is really 9 other was ... I don't know how to say it, it was an
10 messed up. Because I think since it is four months 10  opportunity to be accepted to Berkeley. And for
11  of school, two months they spend in the -- finishing 11 Berkeley, the Berkeley one, you had to change
12 the school year, and then the -- the other two 12 tracks. And for the law camp, you had to change
13 months, I think after Christmas, or in January, 13 tracks, also.
14 they -- they start the new school year. 14 Q. Okay. Let's talk about the law camp first.
15 Q. Okay. I'm a little confused, could you 15 Could you tell me what the law camp was?
16 explain that to me again. 16 A. I don't remember the name of it, but it was
17 A. Yeah. 17 basically like an opportunity to also be -- become
i8 Well, because I told you every track gets 18 an intern and to be -- to go through what lawyers go
19 four -- four months of instruction. So theirs -- 19  through.
20 the end of their school year starts in -- I mean 20 Q. Okay. Are you sure after today you're
21 ends in December. 21 going to still want to be a lawyer?
22 Q. The B track school year ends in December? 22 A. Idon't know.
23 A. Yes. 23 Q. Well, I hope you do.
24 Q. Okay. 24 Where -- where was this law camp? Is it --
25 A. And they start their -- their -- the next 25 was it an organization, or was it -- I mean, can you
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1 describe it for me a little bit? | A. No.
2 A. It was an organization, I think it had to 2 Q. 1think you also indicated that you wanted
3 do something with the ACLU, but ... 3 to change tracks for the -- for an opportunity to
4 Q. Okay. 4  getinto Berkeley?
5 A. Tknow somehow it was tied to the ACLU. 5 A. Yes.
6 Q. How did you find out about it? 6 Q. Can you explain to me what that was?
7 A. Through my college counselor. 7 A. It was an opportunity to -- to ]
8 Q. Do you know what his name is? 8 automatically be accepted into Berkeley, but you :
9 A. Or her name. 9 hadtohavea . GPA average.
10 Q. Her name, I'm sorry. 10 Q. Yeah.
11 A. Ms. Loya. 11 A. And it depended a lot on community service,
12 Q. Can you recall what -- what the law camp 12 also.
13 had to do with the ACLU? 13 Q. Right. 1;
14 A. Ithink there was -- I'm not sure if they 14 A. And from my understanding from the college |
15 were sponsoring it. I'm not -- I'm not sure. 15 counselor, I had a really good opportunity. f%
16 16
18 18
I >
20 20 Q. Was -- was this opportunity to get into
21 21 Berkeley, was this offered through some type of
22 22 organization or --
23 23 A. Idon't know what the organization was. I
24 24  don't know if it was.
25 25 Q. Okay. Did -- I guess I'm just kind of
Page 147 Page 149 |
1 _ 1 confused. I mean, what -- were -- was -- was it
2 2 some group that you were trying to meet with that
3 Q. Oh, okay. 3 would help give you an opportunity into Berkeley, or
4 Well, I think you indicated that another 4 was it Berkeley itself?
5 one of the reasons why you wanted to change -- let 5 A. It was the college counselor that let me
6 me back up for a second. 6 know about it.
7 Did somebody at the law camp tell you that 7 Q. Okay. This is Mrs. Loya?
8 in order to -- to participate in the program you 8 A. Yes.
9  would have to change tracks? 9 Q. Did Mrs. Loya tell you you would have
10 A. Yes. It was stated in the application. 10 to change tracks in order to take part in this
11 Q. Can you recall what the application said? 11 opportunity?
12 A. 1think it was only available for people on 12 A. Yes.
13 A track. 13 Q. Can you tell me specifically what she said
14 Q. Do you have a copy of that application for 14 toyou?
15 it? 15 A. Well, she basically made a presentation to
16 A. No, [ don't think I have it anymore. 16 my class and talked about it. And she said that if
17 Q. Did you call or did you ask anybody at law 17 anybody was interested that you had to change
18 camp whether -- whether there was some accommodation | 18 tracks.
19 that you could work out so you wouldn't have to 19 Q. Did she tell you why you had to change
20 change tracks? 20 tracks?
21 A. T don't think it was possible because it 21 A. Because there was a -- | guess a six-week
22 was a week-long camp and the internship was offered 22 orientation or something like that that we had to go
23 during the day. 23 up north to the Berkeley campus, and I don't know
24 Q. Okay. But did you ask anybody at the law 24  what the word is, but live in the dorm and go
25 camp? 25 through some of the classes to prepare us.
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1 Q. She, Ms. Loya, made a presentation to your 1 convenient to change tracks?

2 class. What class was that? 2 A. Because if shewould have beenin A track,

3 A. It wasmy English class. 3 shewould have been working while she was on

4 Q. And was thisduring your first semester of 4 vacation.

5 tenth grade? 5 Q. Okay.

6 A. Yes 6 A. And alot of the orientation dates are also

7 Q. Did you ask Mrs. Loyaif there was any way 7 during the A track vacation.

8 totake part in this opportunity without changing 8 Q. Uh-huh.

9 tracks? 9 Did you ask anybody whether you could
10 A. Ithink I did. Or I don't know if somebody 10 take -- or participate in the internship program at
11 elseasked, and she said there was ho way, you had 11 C.B.E. without changing tracks?

12 tochange. 12 A. No.
13 Q. Did she say that to you, or did she say it 13 Q. Okay. But you could have participated
14 to anybody else? 14 inthe internship program without changing tracks,
15 A. | think it was during the question period 15 though; isn't that right?
16 of the presentation. 16 A. Yes.
17 Q. Okay. But you were -- you were unable to 17 Q. Okay. Now, | think we spoke earlier
18 take part in that opportunity because of the French 18 about -- about what you -- about what your
19 classgrade? 19 responsibilitieswere at C.B.E. inthe internship.
20 A. Yes 20 | think you indicated that you helped plan -- plan
21 Q. And then | think the third reason why you 21 meetings?
22 wanted to change tracks was to participate in the 22 A. Yes.
23 internship at the C.B.E.? 23 Q. Did you -- did you do any other types of
24 A. Yes 24 work for them?
25 Q. Okay. Did anybody at the C.B.E. tell you 25 A. Well, just typing information for like
Page 151 Page 153

1 that you had to change tracksin order to take part 1 fliersor helping make a newdetter.

2 intheinternship? 2 Q. Uh-huh.

3 A. Not just -- well, ayouth member who had 3 A. Andthat was basically it. And putting

4 taken part in the internship in the year prior had 4  together asmall -- what'sit called? --

5 told methat since she was C track that it really 5 brochure-type booklet.

6 gotin her way alot because of school and the 6 Q. What wasthat brochure for; do you

7 homework and having to work after school. 7 remember?

8 Q. Okay. Did -- do you know who -- what the 8 A. Just -- it would -- it had basic

9 name was of this youth member? 9 information about toxic hot spots around the
10 A. Yes. It wasVanessaGarcia 10 L.A.areafrom whichwe do our toxic tours.

11 Q. VanessaGarcia. 11 Q. Toxictours?

12 Do you recall when you spoke to Vanessa 12 A. Yes, it'sbasicaly just atour around the
13 about your interest in C.B.E.? 13 city where there'stoxic -- well, hot spots or areas
14 A. About theinterest in being an intern? 14 wherethere'salot of contamination from the

15 Q. Wdl, | guesswhat | want to know iswhen 15 factory or -- yeah, basically they are factories and
16 you -- iswhen did you speak with Vanessa about -- 16 contaminated schoals.

17 about whether you should change tracks in order to 17 Q. How long did the internship last; do you
18 participatein C.B.E. 18 remember?

19 A. 1 would say the year before while she was 19 A. Around two months.

20 anintern. 20 Q. Two months?

21 Q. Okay. | want to make sure that my 21 Did you enjoy the internship?

22 understandingisright. Did shetell you that it 22 A. Yes.

23 would be more convenient to change tracks? 23 Q. Isthat -- isit something that if you had

24 A. Yes. 24 todoital over again, you would do it again?
25 Q. Okay. Andwhy -- why would it be more 25 A. Definitely.
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1 Q. Would you have -- if -- if you had to do it 1 actualy just fill out arequest form to change
2 over again, would you still take -- or participate 2 tracks. Andjust give the reason why | wanted to
3 intheinternship program even if you didn't change 3 changetracksto Mr. Isaacs.
4 your tracks? 4 Q. Okay. And thereason you gave wasto
5 A. No, | would have changed tracks again. 5 paticipateinthe C.S. -- or the C.B.E. program?
6 Q. But assuming that you didn't have a choice 6 A. Yes.
7 and that you had to stay in C track, would you till 7 Q. And you gave that formto Mr. | saacs?
8 have participated in the internship program, do you 8 A. Yes.
9 think? 9 Well, it stated the other internships |
10 A. I don't think so. Because C track teachers 10 appliedto, also.
11 areredly hard. They givealot of homework. 11 Q. I'msorry?
12 Q. What hours during the day did you work at 12 A. It dso gtated the other internships |
13 CB.E? 13 appliedto.
14 A. From 10:00 until 4:00, or, | don't know, it 14 Q. The opportunity to get into Berkeley and
15 varied. 15 thelaw camp?
16 Q. Did you work on the weekends? 16 A. Yes.
17 A. No. 17 Q. Okay. WhoisMr. |saacs?
18 Q. Did you work every day during the week? 18 A. | don't know what his position is, but he's
19 A. Mostly. 19 acounsdor.
20 Q. Uh-huh. 20 Q. Okay. Andwhen you gave -- after you gave
21 Do you know if internships are provided at 21 theformto Mr. Isaacs, what happened?
22 C.B.E. throughout the year? 22 A. | think | had to wait a couple of daysto
23 A. No. 23 et -- for himto let me know if it was accepted or
24 Q. Youdon't know? 24 if he could change me tracks.
25 A. They don't. 25 Q. Uh-huh.
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1 Q. They don't? 1 A. And I'm not sure how long it took, but he
2 How do you know that? 2 informed me that he could.
3 A. Because most of theinternships -- interns 3 Q. That he could change your track from C to
4 arepaid through other organizations, and it -- it 4 A?
5 varies, | guess. 5 A. Yes.
6 Q. Wél, how do you know that -- that students 6 Q. It sounds like that was a pretty easy
7 can't participate in internship programs at C.B.E. 7 processto get your track changed?

8 throughout the year? 8 A. Wéll, it kind of was because -- well, | had
9 A. Wél, directly from C.B.E., because they 9 agood reason, and ... but heinformed me that --
10 can't affordit. Or fromwhat my understanding is. 10 that there might not be a chance because the track

11 Q. Isthiswhat somebody told you? 11 isredly full of students aready.

12 A. Yes. 12 Q. Uh-huh.

13 Q. Okay. 13 A. Bt ...

14 A. But they're currently trying to get more 14 Q. But you got your wish, though, huh?

15 interns. Likeit's been proposed to the board, to 15 A. Yeah.

16 have more youth interns throughout the year. 16 Q. Wasit -- wasit stressful to haveto go
17 Q. Soit'spossiblein the future that 17 through that process of changing tracks?

18 internship programswill be available at C.B.E. 18 A. | don't think it was.

19 throughout the year? 19 Q. Okay. | think you indicated earlier

20 A. Yes. 20 that -- that some -- well, first of al, let me back
21 Q. Canyou tell mewhat -- what -- when you 21 up. Could you strike what I've said earlier.

22 decided that you wanted to change tracks from the 22 Do you know whether -- whether when
23 Ctrack tothe A track, what process did you go 23 students change tracks, do they have to have certain
24 through? Canyou tell me? 24 reasonsto change tracks?

25 A. Well, | just had to get aletter -- well, 25 A. Yes.
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1 Q. Do you know what those reasons are? 1 studentson each track received?

2 A. | don't know what the reasons are, but he 2 A. Yes

3 said -- hejust told me, you better have a good 3 Q. Do you know how many days students at

4 reason for meto change tracks. 4 traditional schoolsthat have the summer off -- do

5 Q. Mr. Isaacstold you this? 5 you know how many days of instruction those students

6 A. Yes. 6 receveeach year?

7 And he told me there might not be enough 7 A. | don't know, but | heard it was about the

8 room for me-- for him to change meto A track. 8 same as studentsin multitrack schools.

9 Q. Did hetdl you how many students were on 9 Q. Okay. Do you -- do you know how many --
10 A track? 10 how many minutes of ingtruction students at -- at
11 A. No. 11 Huntington Park receive on their tracks per year?
12 Q. Okay. Youindicated earlier that some 12 A. No.

13 students have their tracks changed without them 13 Q. Do you have any idea how many minutes of
14 knowing about it? 14 instruction students at traditional, summers-off
15 A. Yes 15 schoolsreceive?
16 Q. Or without them being notified? 16 A. No.
17 A. Yes. 17 Q. Isit your understanding that students
18 Q. How do you know about that? 18 at -- at -- at Huntington Park Senior High receive
19 A. Wdll, this one girl that was on the soccer 19 more minutes of instruction each year than students
20 teamlast year on JV -- | don't remember her name 20 at traditional, summers-off schools?
21 because| don't redlly talk to her, she had her PE 21 A. | ... | really don't know.
22 locker next to me. 22 Q. Okay. Do you know whether -- whether
23 And she just told me that when it was her 23 studentsat -- at Huntington Park Senior High cover
24 first day that she got changed to B track without 24 the same amount of materia in their classes as
25 her even knowing. Because shewassupposedtobein | 25 sudentsat traditional, summer-off schools?

Page 159 Page 161

1 Ctrack, and she said that she didn't even know she 1 MS. CHECEL.: Objection. Calsfor

2 hadto goto school; that her friend, that she 2 speculation.

3 appeared in one of her teacher's rosters so she had 3 BY MR.CHOATE:

4 togo. 4 Q. You can answer.

5 Q. And thisiswhat shetold you? 5 MS. CHECEL.: Y ou can answer.

6 A. Yes. 6 THE WITNESS: | don't know, but | know that

7 Q. Did you ever hear from any other students 7 for my AP history class, it's difficult to get the

8 that students get changed without their knowing 8 sameinstruction, to prepare for the AP exam because

9 about it, from one track to another? 9 we dtart the year two -- because other tracks, like
10 A. No. 10 Ctrack, they had two extra months to work on -- on
11 Q. Okay. So that wasthe only occasionin 11 to cover the AP history book.

12 which you heard that a student had been changed from | 12 And from my understanding, the C track

13 onetrack to another without them being notified? 13 classhad an extra book because A track couldn't
14 A. Yes, that'sthe only one | know of. 14 afford because we had 40 students taking the

15 MR. CHOATE: I'msorry. Canyou read back 15 same...thesameclass. Well, not the same class,
16 theanswer, | just didn't hear. 16 but the same ... well, 40 students that were taking
17 (The record was read.) 17 APU.S History.

18 BY MR.CHOATE: 18 BY MR.CHOATE:

19 Q. Lizette, | think you indicated earlier 19 Q. Your understanding isthat C track students
20 that -- that it was your understanding that students 20 in AP American History had books that studentsin
21 onthedifferent tracks at Huntington Park all 21 A track American -- AP American History didn't have?
22 received the same amount of days, more or less? 22 A. Yes

23 A. Yes. 23 And they aso -- because A track -- we

24 Q. Do you know how many -- and | think you 24 had to go and -- like we had to start the book,

25 indicated you weren't sure how many days it was that 25 reviewing the book, while -- before we even started
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1 theclassofficialy. 1 chemistry but you don't necessarily need physics.
2 Q. Okay. 2 Did | say two years of foreign language?
3 A. And we aso had to come in during vacation 3 MS. CHECEL: No, not yet.
4 or during weekends to cover the same material. 4 THE WITNESS: | hear that is necessary.
5 Q. Wdll, I'm going to -- I'm going to ask you 5 Weéll, | get kind of confused, too, from
6 questionslater on about A track -- about your 6 what collegesrequire and what you're required to
7 American History AP class so | don't want to ask 7 takeand passin order to graduate, but | know those
8 questions about that now. 8 aresome of them.
9 But what | want to know is whether you 9 BY MR.CHOATE:
10 have -- iswhether you know or not -- well, strike 10 Q. Okay. What about -- | think you mentioned
11 that. 11 two years of science?
12 Do you have any understanding either way as 12 A. Yes
13 to whether students at Huntington Park received more | 13 Q. What about socia science? Do you know how
14 or lessingtruction than students at traditional 14 many years of socid science you are supposed to
15 schools? 15 have?
16 A. 1 wouldn't know. 16 A. What's...
17 Q. Okay. You're unsure asto whether students 17 Q. Likesocid studies?
18 inyour classes at Huntington Park cover the same 18 A. Like socia studies? I'm not sure.
19 amount of material as studentsin equivalent classes 19 Q. Okay. Do you know who determines how many
20 at other traditional, summer-off schools? 20 classesfor core subjects -- actualy, strike that.
21 A. Yes 21 I'm going to ask you some questions
22 MR. CHOATE: Canl ask youtoread backthe | 22 about -- about core subjects, and | -- and when I'm
23 question and answer. 23 referring to core subjects, I'm referring to certain
24 (The record wasread.) 24 typesof classes, so I'm going to tell you what
25 1/l " 25 thoseare.
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1 BY MR.CHOATE: 1 When | say "core subjects,”" I'm going to
2 Q. You meant that "yes," you're unsure? 2 refer to math, English, science, and social science.
3 A. Yes. 3 Okay?
4 Q. Okay. 4 A. (Nodshead.)
5 MS. CHECEL: Isthisagood timefor a 5 MS. CHECEL: Canl --issocid science
6 break? 6 history aswell?
7 MR. CHOATE: If you needit, it'sagood 7 MR. CHOATE: Let meseeif -- let'smakeit
8 time 8 eader.
9 (Recess taken from 2:45 to 2:50.) 9 MR FRIEDMAN: It soundslikeit to me.
10 BY MR.CHOATE: 10 World history and geography -- not geography. World
11 Q. Lizette, can you tell me, what -- what do 11 history, political science.
12 you consider to be the core subjects that students 12 MR. CHOATE: Let meintroduce this
13 arerequired to take at Huntington Park Senior High? | 13 document.
14 A. Likethe main subjectsthat are required to 14 Arewe on Exhibit 7?
15 graduate? 15 THE REPORTER: Yes.
16 Q. Yeah, therequired -- well, just what's 16 MR. CHOATE: Okay. | would liketo mark as
17 your understanding of a core subject, if you have 17 Exhibit 7 adocument entitled "Four-Y ear Plan."
18 one 18 (The document referred to was marked by the
19 A. Well, my understanding of a core subject 19 Reporter as Deposition Exhibit 7 for identification
20 would be requirements to graduate from Huntington 20 and isattached hereto.)
21 Park High Schooal. 21 BY MR.CHOATE:
22 Q. Yeah. 22 Q. Lizette, have you ever seen this document?
23 A. | guess, what | hear it's two years of 23 A. | have seen some that are like this.
24 math; the required four years of English; two years 24 Q. Isthis-- isthis document something that
25 of science, | believe. Well, | heard you need 25 you were -- or have been provided at school ?
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1 A. Not exactly like this, but something like 1 oracceptit.
2 that. 2 Q. Canyou tell me what -- what are the
3 Q. Okay. Well, you seethe -- whereit says 3 classesthat are given to you?
4 "English, social studies, mathematics and science"? 4 A. What do you mean?
5 A. Yes. 5 Q. Wadll, | think you indicated -- you just
6 Q. I'mgoing to ask you questions about those 6 told methat "someclassesaregiventous." And
7 typesof classesand I'm going to refer to those as 7 I'mwondering if you can tell me what those classes
8 "coresubjects." 8 ae
9 Okay? 9 A. Well, actually most of the classes are just
10 A. Okay. 10 giventousonthefirst day. Andif wehavea
11 Q. All right. Do you -- do you know who 11 problem with them, wejust -- we ask for a-- ona
12 determines how many classes for core subjects at -- 12 request form, we ask for achange of class.
13 areoffered to students on aparticular track at 13 Q. Okay. When you say "most of the classes
14 Huntington Park Senior High? 14 aregivento us," canyou tell me what classes those
15 A. No. 15 are specificaly, if you know?
16 Q. Okay. Do you have any idea how that 16 A. Wél, to my knowledge, all of them except
17 determination is made? 17 sportsand -- or some -- the ones that we need to
18 A. No. 18 change are either sports or the -- or the classes
19 Q. Do you know whether the determination of 19 that we have aready taken.
20 how many classesfor core subjectsto offer on a 20 Q. So are-- areyou saying that -- that
21 particular track, whether that determination depends 21 studentsat -- at Huntington Park Senior High can't
22 onthe number of students on the particular track? 22  decide what classes to take, with the exception of
23 A. | don't know. 23  sports?
24 Q. Okay. Do you know whether the 24 A. Wéll, sometimes -- well, before the year
25 determination depends on the availability of 25 sarts, or begins, or the semester begins, we're
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1 teachersto teach particular subjects? 1 usualy given aformto select electives. And we
2 A. Could you rephrase that question? 2 usuadly number them one to whatever, to six. And
3 Q. Do you know whether the determination for 3 onebeing the one, your first choice. And it
4 how many classes of core subjectsto offer ona 4 usualy has-- sometimesit has what other class,
5 particular track depends on the availability of 5 likewhat regular classes you would like to take or
6 teachersto teach those classes? 6 enrall in, such as, | don't know, it ranges from
7 A. | amnot sure. 7 dmost al your classes.
8 Q. Okay. Do you know whether the 8 Q. Onthisform you're given where you can --
9 determination has anything to do with collective 9 you can number the electives you want to take, one
10 bargaining agreements with the teachers union? 10 through six, doesit give you the option of choosing
11 A. | don't know. 11 which English classesto take?
12 Q. Okay. 12 A. Yes. It rangesfrom AP, or honors, or --
13 MS. CHECEL: Do you know what acollective | 13 well, actually, | don't think we get to chose
14 bargaining agreement is? 14 honors.
15 THE WITNESS:. No. 15 Q. Okay. Let meask you some questions again
16 BY MR.CHOATE: 16 about -- about English, math, science and social
17 Q. Okay. Canyou describe for me the process 17 studiesclasses.
18 for enrolling in classes at Huntington Park Senior 18 Do you know whether there are any English,
19 High? 19 math, science or social studies classes that are
20 A. Wdll, what | know isthat some classes are 20 offered on some but not al of the tracks at
21 givento usby the -- our counsdlors. 21 Huntington Park?
22 Q. Okay. 22 A. Wél, | know AP calculus, it'sonly offered
23 A. Andif -- if we need to change classes, we 23 during C semester, or C track time. So for that
24 usuadly fill out arequest form and stating the 24 class people have to -- well, they don't haveto
25 reason why, and the counselor can either reject it 25 change tracks, but they have to go to school during

43 (Pages 166 to 169)




Page 170 Page 172
1 their vacation. 1 Okay?
2 Q. Okay. Let'stak about AP calculus. IsAP 2 A. Uh-huh.
3 caculusnot provided on A track? 3 Q. Doesthat mean for an A track student who
4 A. No. 4 wantsto take AP calculus, the A track student will
5 Q. Andit'snot provided on B track? 5 beableto take some of the class that's offered --
6 A. No. 6 wadl, strike that.
7 Q. It'sonly provided on C track? 7 Have you ever taken a cross-track class?
8 A. Yes 8 A. No.
9 Q. Andyou'reon A track; right? 9 Q. Okay. A track and C track students are
10 A. Yes 10 together at Huntington Park for some period of the
11 Q. Wéll, do you know whether A track students 11 year; isthat correct?
12 and C track students are in school for the sametime 12 A. Yes.
13 at any part of the year? 13 Q. Okay. Soif acrosstrack classis offered
14 A. Yes, but | don't know what part. 14 onaC track and an A track student wants to take a
15 Q. Okay. Youdon't know how many daysA track | 15 crosstrack class, the A track student can take the
16 studentsand C track students are together and apart 16 classfor aperiod of time --
17 during the year? 17 THE REPORTER: Wait aminute. | got lost.
18 A. Four months. 18 "If across-track classisoffered,”" start it from
19 Q. Okay. You know that A track students and 19 there.
20 Ctrack students are together for four months during 20 MR. CHOATE: Let me strikethat and I'll
21 theyear? 21 try and rephraseit.
22 A. Yes 22 Q. If you wanted to take AP calculus, whichis
23 Q. Okay. Sowhen -- when an A track student 23 aCtrack class, would you be able to attend that
24 istaking AP calculusthisyear, the A track student 24 classduring atime when your A track isin session?
25 will betaking AP calculus when his or her A track 25 A. Yes.
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1 isinsession;isthat correct? 1 Q. Okay. Do you know what percentage of the
2 A. Could you repeat that question. 2 classwould occur while your A track was in session?
3 Q. | had asked you whether, you know, A track 3 A. I'mnot sure, but | know -- because they --
4 and Ctrack students are together at Huntington Park 4 thecaculusclass-- the calculus examis-- it was
5 Senior High for aperiod during the year. And | 5 lastweek. Sofrom--sinceA track is-- if a
6 think you indicated that they were together for four 6 member -- if people on A track take that class, they
7 months. 7 have two months free without doing anything
8 A. Yes, but not ... well, it's-- it depends. 8 basicaly. SoI'mnot sure what percentageitis.
9 Wadll, I don't know, it'skind of confusing, but for 9 Q. If A track students want to take
10 atota of four months, they're together. 10 AP caculus, they have two monthsin which they're
11 Q. Haveyou ever heard of a-- of a-- the 11 not doing anything?
12 term"crosstracked class'? 12 A. Yeah, they have two months |eft over,
13 A. Yeah, it'sacross-track class. 13 which, I mean, they don't really have anything to
14 Q. Okay. Canyou tell mewhat across-track 14 cover becausethey covered it al aready. Sol
15 classis? 15 don't know. | don't know exactly.
16 A. From my understanding, it's a class that 16 Q. Okay. Wéll, let me make -- seeif |
17 you don't necessarily have to be -- change tracksto 17 understand, though.
18 participatein -- init. 18 If an A track student wantsto take a
19 Q. Okay. 19 crosstrack classthat's offered on the C track, the
20 A. But you have to -- you might have to go to 20 A track student will take the class for some of the
21 school during your off track season. 21 time during which he or sheison track, and some
22 Q. SoisAP caculus acrosstrack class? 22 time during which he or she is off track?
23 A. Yes 23 A. Yes
24 Q. Okay. Now I'mgoing to tell you what my 24 Q. Isthat right?
25 understanding is and you can tell meif I'm correct. 25 A. Yes.
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1 Q. Okay. So that meansthat for some of the 1 Q. Okay. Canyou tell mewhat Rosatold you?
2 daysthat an A track student would bein the 2 A. Wél, that it's hard, because she had to
3 APcaculusclass, some of those dayswould be 3 come -- she had to go to the class when -- while she
4 vacation days? 4 wasoff track. And ... that now it'sbasically kick
5 Weéll, strike that question. That's abad 5 back. But she has nothing to do so it's boring
6 question. 6 because she can't missthe class, but she has
7 Do you have any friends that have taken 7 nothingto dointheclass.
8 crosstrack classes? 8 Q. Did shetdl you why it's hard to have to
9 A. Yes. 9 goto classwhen she's off track?
10 Q. Havethey told you how the experience has 10 A. Because she had to wake up early.
11 been? 11 Q. Okay. Did shetell you any other reasons
12 A. Yes 12 why it was hard to have to come to the class?
13 Q. Canyou tell mewhat they've said? 13 A. Not that | can remember.
14 A. That it's stressful becauseit'salong 14 Q. Solet memake sure | understand. Rosa
15 time. They haveto cometo school when they're off 15 told you -- the only reason that Rosa gave you for
16 track for around two hours a day. 16 why it was hard to take the cross-track class was
17 Q. Okay. 17 because she had to wake up early on her vacation
18 A. And well, recently one of my friendstold 18 days?
19 methat she feelsrelieved because from now onit's 19 A. Yes.
20 kick back until the year ends. 20 Well, that | can remember.
21 Q. What -- which of your friends have told you 21 Q. Okay. Do you know if Rosa -- what track is
22 taking aC track -- strike that. 22 Rosaon?
23 Which of your friends have told you that 23 A. Atrack.
24 taking acrosstrack classis stressful? 24 Q. Okay. Do you know -- isit -- isit your
25 A. Her nameis... well, actually alot of 25 understanding that Rosa attended part of AP calculus
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1 them, but one of themis Rosa 1 whileshewason A track?
2 Q. What's Rosas last name? 2 A. Yes.
3 A. I'mnot sure. 3 Q. Okay. So some of her class she took while
4 Q. Okay. Do you know what cross-track class 4 shewason A track and some of it she took while she
5 Rosatook? 5 wason vacation?
6 A. Wéll, she'staking AP chemistry and 6 A. Yes.
7 caculus. 7 Q. Okay. But you don't know how many days
8 Q. Currently? 8 occurred while she was on vacation?
9 A. Yes 9 A. No, but ...
10 Oh, and the other girl was Evelyn Maoreno. 10 Q. Okay. Andyou indicated that Rosatold you
11 Q. Evelyn Moreno? 11 that now it's-- it'skick back time?
12 A. Yes. 12 A. Wdll, she said that but | don't know if
13 Q. When did you talk with Rosa about -- about 13 it'strue because | heard they were still taking
14 what it'sliketo take a cross-track class? 14 tests, but ...
15 A. | don't remember exactly. 15 Q. Okay.
16 Q. Wasit thisyear? 16 A. But | don't think it's going to be long.
17 A. Yes 17 Q. Okay. Did -- did you talk with Rosa on any
18 Q. Wasit within the last two months? 18 other occasions about -- about what it'slike to
19 A. Yes 19 takeacrosstrack class?
20 Q. Wasit within the last month? 20 A. Not that | can remember.
21 A. I'mnot sure. 21 Q. Okay. You asotold me that you spoke
22 Q. Okay. So sometime within the last two 22 with Evelyn Moreno about what it'slike to take a
23 months you spoke to Rosa about what it'slike to 23 crosstrack class?
24 takeacrosstrack class? 24 A. Yes.
25 A. Yes 25 Q. Do you know how long ago you spoke with
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1 Evelyn? 1 A. Well, not that I can remember.

2 A. 1 don't know, actually. 2 Q. Okay. But you indicated that you have

3 Q. Okay. Was it within the last month? 3 never taken a cross-track class?

4 A. Tdon't know. 4 A. Yeah.

5 5 Q. Okay. Have you ever been unable to enroll

6 6 in an English course because it's not been offered

7 Q. Okay. Well, I would like to try to see if 7 on your track?

8 we can narrow it down. 8 A. No.

9 Do you think you spoke with Evelyn in the 9 Q. Okay. Have you ever been unable to enroll
10 last three months? 10 in a social studies course because it's not been
11 A. T don't ... actually, yeah. 11 offered on your track?

12 Q. Okay. You spoke with Evelyn Moreno about 12 A. Well, actually -- can I go back to your
13 what it's like to take a cross-track class at some 13 question?
14 point within the last three months? 14 Q. Ofcourse.
15 A. Yes. 15 A. Well, on the English course, I don't know
16 Q. Can you recall what Evelyn told you in that 16 if it was hard to enroll, but during my tenth
17 conversation? 17 grade -- in the beginning of tenth grade, the first
18 A. Well, basically almost the same thing as 18 semester --
19 Rosa did; that it was stressful; that it's a lot of 19 Q. Uh-huh.
20 work; that she didn't even feel like she had 20 A. -- it was hard -- well, I didn't get into
21 vacations. 21 honors English class because there wasn't enough
22 Q. Okay. Did she tell you how it was 22 room in the class and there wasn't a teacher to
23 stressful? 23 teach honors.
24 A. Somewhere along the lines that it was a lot 24 Q. This was during the first semester of your
25 of work. 25 tenth grade year?
Page 179 Page 181

1 Q. Okay. Did she tell you how it was a lot of 1 A. Yes.

2 work? Do you know what she meant by that? 2 That's when they split the class in two and

3 A. T guess the homework. 3 sent some people to a regular English class. They

4 Q. Okay. Did she tell you that it was 4 still called it honors, but we got the same work as

5 stressful because she had to wake up early? 5 the regular students did.

6 A. Idon't remember her saying that. 6 Q. Okay.

7 Q. Okay. And I think you indicated that she 7 A. We just got graded harder or something, I

8 said something about not having vacation? 8 don't know.

9 A. Yeah, that she didn't feel like she had 9 Q. Why do you think that you got the same work
10 vacation. 10 in your -- in your -- in your honors English class
11 Q. Okay. Did she -- did she tell you how much 11 intenth grade that students got in the regular
12 of her vacation days that she spent taking the 12 classes?

13 class? 13 A. Well, because we were mixed in with regular
14 A. No. I can't remember. 14 students that weren't in honors. And the teacher

15 Q. Did she tell you how many hours of the day 15 told us, you know, you both -- you might have the
16 on her vacation days were spent taking the class? 16 same work, but I'm going to grade you harder.

17 A. I can't remember exactly. 17 Q. Who was your English teacher at the time;
18 Q. Can you remember anything else about that 18 do you remember? I think you already told me, but
19 conversation? 19 if you remember.

20 A. No. 20 A. Yeah, well, the first one there were,

21 Q. Okay. Do you recall having conversations 21 whatever, around 40 students, his name was

22 with any other students about what it's like to take 22 Mr. Kraft, and then we got changed to Mr. Nordee.
23 across-track class -- 23 (Pause in the proceedings.)

24 A. No. 24 BY MR. CHOATE:

25 Q. -- except -- I'm sorry. 25 Q. Last year in tenth grade, you were
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1 originally enrolled in an honors class? 1 somewhere around that number.

2 A. Yes. 2 Q. You heard the classrooms were not supposed

3 Q. And was that -- was that your -- your 3 to have more than 30 students?

4 honors English 10 class? 4 A. 1 think. I'm not sure.

5 A. Yes. 5 Q. Who did you hear that from?

6 Q. Okay. And that classwas originally taught 6 A. | don't remember, actually.

7 by Mr. Kraft? 7 Q. Okay. But you heard from somebody, that

8 A. Yes 8 classroomswere not supposed to have more than 30

9 Q. Okay. There came apoint in time when -- 9 students, but you don't remember who you heard that
10 when that classwas split up into two classes? 10 from?

11 A. Yes. 11 A. Uh-huh, yes.
12 Q. Do you know why that was? 12 Q. How long after the class originally started
13 A. Becauseit was overcrowded. Extremely 13 wasit split up into two different classes?
14 overcrowded. 14 A. Two to three weeks, around.
15 Q. How many students -- how many studentswere | 15 Q. Around two to three weeks?
16 originaly in the honors class? 16 A. Actually around three to a month, three
17 A. 1 would say around 40. 17 weekstofour. I'mnot sure.
18 Q. Wasthat at the beginning -- 18 Q. Wadll, you're -- you're not sureif the --
19 A. | think it was more than 40 because | 19 if the classwas split up after two weeks or if it
20 remember looking at the roster and seeing more than 20 was split up after amonth?
21 40 students. 21 A. Wdll, it wasn't more than a month, but it
22 Q. Where did you see the roster? 22 wasaround three to four weeks, | would say.
23 A. Ontheteacher's desk. 23 Q. Could it have been two weeks?
24 Q. Did -- did you look on the teacher's desk 24 A. | doubt it.
25 toseetheroster? 25 Q. Okay. Andwhy do you doubt it?
Page 183 Page 185

1 A. No. | wassditting at the teacher's desk. 1 A. Because| remember ... | don't know.

2 Q. Okay. 2 Because... because | remember we got abook and we

3 A. There weren't enough seats so we were 3 read acouple stories from the book while we werein

4 scattered around the room. 4 Mr. Kraft'sclass and he did a couple copies.

5 Q. Therewereoriginally 40 -- 40 studentsin 5 Q. But you're not sure how much time passed

6 thisclass, around? 6 beforethe classwas split up?

7 A. Yes 7 A. Yeah, I'm not sure.

8 Q. Okay. Do you remember how many students 8 Q. Okay.

9 didn't have seats? 9 A. But it was somewhere around three weeks.
10 A. | don't remember. But | remember seeing 10 Q. Okay. And there were about five students
11 people sitting on the floor and others sitting on 11 whoinitialy didn't have seats?

12 top of desks. 12 A. Yes.

13 Q. How many students do you think didn't have 13 Q. Do you remember, or do you know for how
14  seats? 14 long they didn't have seats?

15 A. | can't remember exactly, but ... 15 A. | would say aday because we were -- |

16 Q. Wasit lessthan five? 16 remember people went outside to look at other

17 A. Around five. 17 classesfor more seats, for chairs.

18 Q. Around five students didn't have seats 18 Q. Okay. And did -- and was somebody able to
19 in-- when your honors English class began the year 19 find more chairsfor the students?

20 intenth grade? 20 A. Yes.

21 A. Yes. 21 Q. Okay. So the studentsin your class, in

22 Q. Okay. Do you know how many students the 22 theorigina English class, the five students didn't
23 classwas supposed to have? 23 have seatsfor aday.

24 A. Supposed to? | heard -- | heard classrooms 24 A. Around five students.

25 weren't supposed to have more than 30 students, or 25 Q. Okay.
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1 A. But usudly it went on like that because we 1 gplitin half; the honors students sat in one-half
2 hadto return the chairs so we had to go look for 2 andtheregular sat on the other.
3 seds. 3 Q. How do you know the regular students were
4 Q. You had to go look for seats each day? 4 onthe other side?
5 A. Yeah 5 A. Because heinstructed usto sit on one-half
6 Q. Okay. Who went and looked for the seats? 6 andtheregular to sit on the other.
7 A. Some students, | think. 1I'm not sure if 7 Q. Okay.
8 theteacher went, but ... 8 A. | think at one point he mixed us up, but
9 Q. Okay. But did the students have seats each 9 I'mnotsure. | don't remember that good.
10 day? 10 Q. And how did he teach hisclass, did he
11 A. Yeah, some. Yeah. 11 teach the same materid to all the students?
12 Actually | think it was around three 12 A. Yes.
13 studentsthat didn't have seats now that | remember. 13 Q. Okay. Did he provide the honors students
14 Q. All right. So there were only three 14 with different homework than the regular students?
15 studentsthat didn't have seats? 15 A. No.
16 A. Yes 16 Q. How do you know?
17 Q. Okay. And each day students had to go get 17 A. Because he gave us al the same work.
18 chairsfor those three students? 18 Q. Uh-huh.
19 A. Yes. 19 A. And he handed it out to all of us.
20 Q. Okay. 20 Q. Okay. Did he give you back comments on
21 A. And some had to sit on astool, or on the 21 your work ever?
22 teacher's desk. 22 A. What do you mean by "comments'? Like
23 Q. But did those three students each have a 23 written comments on the work?
24 placeto sit at the end of the day before the class 24 Q. Yeah.
25 gplitup? 25 A. | don't know. | can't remember.
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1 A. Yeah. 1 Q. Okay. Do you know if -- but -- okay.
2 Q. And then after about three weeks, you 2 Can you tell me how the -- how the --
3 indicated that your class -- your honors English 3 was-- wasthe honors English classwith Mr. Nordee
4 classwassplitin half? 4 easier than your honors English class in the second
5 A. Yes, around three weeks. 5 semester of tenth grade?
6 Q. And your new teacher was -- was 6 A. No, no.
7 Dr. Justice? 7 Actualy, yes.
8 A. No, itwasMr. Nordee. Dr. Justice -- 8 Q. Okay. Canyoutell me how it was easier?
9 Q. I'msorry, Mr. Nordeg, right. 9 A. Because Mr. Nordeewas basically just ... |
10 And you, | think -- did you indicate that 10 don'tknow. It wasredly easy. It was... it was
11 this-- the new English class to which you were sent 11 basicaly -- he taught us things that we already
12 wasnot an honors class? 12 knew. Whereas the second semester it was more of
13 A. No. 13 having to use your creativity and having to memorize
14 Q. And how do you know that? 14 more things.
15 A. Because hetold usthat he -- we were going 15 Q. What kind of things did Mr. Nordee teach
16 to havethe same work asthe regular students, and 16 you that you already knew?
17 the-- it would be graded harder than they were and 17 A. Just underlining nouns and pronouns and
18 that's how it was going to be honors. 18 sentence structure and reading a book that was
19 Q. Mr. Nordeetold you you would receive the 19 fairly easy to read.
20 samework asthe other English students? 20 Q. Did heteach you anything else?
21 A. Yes 21 A. Not that | can remember.
22 Q. Did Mr. Nordeetell you how many of the 22 (Recess taken from 3:32t0 3:36.)
23 studentsin the class were honors students and how 23 BY MR.CHOATE:
24  many were regular students? 24 Q. Lizette, | think you indicated that
25 A. | don't remember but it wasjust basically 25 Mr. Nordee's class was easy because he taught you
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1 thingsyou already knew. And you mentioned 1 Q. InIntegrated Math 3 when you took it in
2 underlining nouns, pronouns and how to read a book. 2 thetenth grade.
3 A. Well, weread abook and it was afairly 3 A. I'mnot sure because | just knew it as
4 easy book. 4 Integrated 1, 2, and 3.
5 Q. What book did you read? 5 Q. Okay.
6 A. "How to Kill aMockingbird." 6 A. Butl think ... I'm not sureif it was
7 Q. You thought it was an easy book? 7 Algebra?2 or geometry. I'm not sure.
8 A. Wél, | read ahead of the classand | 8 Q. Okay. But it was one or the other, you
9 finisheditin lessthan aweek. 9 think, Algebra2 or geometry?
10 Q. Didyoulikeit? 10 A. Yes.
11 A. Wdll, it was all right. 11 Q. What did you not like about Ms. Wills, her
12 Q. Okay. Did you ever ask Mr. Nordee for 12 teaching style, you said?
13 additiona work in your honors English class? 13 A. No, Ms. Wills| liked. | didn't likethe
14 A. No. 14 other teacher because she didn't teach anything,
15 Q. How come? 15 basicaly.
16 A. Because the semester prior | had gone 16 Q. Okay. But you were able to take Integrated
17 through alot of homework and it was kind of 17 Sciencewith Ms. Wills; right?
18 stressful s0... 18 A. Integrated Math.
19 Q. Soyou liked having a break? 19 Q. Yes.
20 A. Yeah 20 A. Yes.
21 Q. Did you ever tak to anybody in the 21 MS. CHECEL: After you got into soccer?
22 adminigtration at Huntington Park Senior High 22 THEWITNESS: Yes.
23 about -- about being in Mr. Norde€'s class? 23 BY MR.CHOATE:
24 A. No. 24 Q. But you took both soccer and Integrated
25 Q. How come? 25 Math 3 during your first semester of tenth grade,
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1 A. Because| liked having a break. 1 though; right?
2 Q. Okay. Other than the English class that 2 A. Yes.
3 you -- that we've just spoken about, have you been 3 Q. Wereyou in the Integrated Math 3 classfor
4 unableto enrall in-- in any English class that 4 theentire semester?
5 youve wanted to take? 5 A. Yes.
6 A. No. 6 Q. Okay. Haveyou been unableto enroll ina
7 Q. Okay. 7 history course since you've been at Huntington Park
8 A. Not that | can remember. 8 Senior High?
9 Q. Sinceyou've been at Huntington Park Senior 9 A. No.
10 High, have you been unable to enroll in amath class 10 Q. Okay. Haveyou been unableto enroll ina
11 that you wanted to take? 11 science course since you've been at Huntington Park
12 A. Likel mentioned before, my -- when | 12 Senior High?
13 wanted to take Integrated 3, the teacher was -- she 13 A. No.
14 basicaly didn't teach anything. 14 Q. Okay.
15 Q. Uh-huh. 15 A. Wdl, actually, yes. My chemistry, sincel
16 A. So sincethe only way | knew that | could 16 didn't want AP chemistry, there weren't any honors
17 getinto Ms. Wills class, | -- they told me that | 17 teachersin A track to teach honors chemistry, so |
18 could only change class -- that | couldn't change 18 hadto gointo regular chemistry.
19 out of aclassbecause| didn't like how the teacher 19 Q. Why did you not want to take AP chemistry?
20 taught, so | had to have, you know, another reason. 20 A. Because | thought it would be too
21 Sol figured being into math -- | mean getting into 21 stressful.
22 soccer would make me change from that period. 22 Q. A lot of work?
23 Q. What kind of math did you learnin 23 A. Yeah, because I've never been good in
24  Integrated Math? 24 science.
25 A. InlIntegrated Math? 25 Q. Could you have taken AP chemistry if you
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1 felt you wanted to put in the work? 1 classes at Huntington Park Senior High that are
2 A. Yes. 2 offered on one or more but fewer than all tracks?
3 Q. And you're taking chemistry right now, 3 A. AP chemistry and honors chemistry.
4 aren't you? 4 Q. How do you know that AP chemistry is not
5 A. Yes. 5 offered on every track at Huntington Park Senior
6 Q. It's a hard class? 6 High?
7 A. Yes. 7 A. Because, it's a cross-track, I think it's
8 Q. Yeah. 8 called; and it's only offered during the time that
9 A. It's kind of ... confusing. 9 Ctrackis on.
10 Q. Okay. Do you know of any other students at 10 Q. Are students from A track and students from
11 Huntington Park Senior High who have been unableto | 11 B track allowed to participate in AP chemistry?
12 enroll in a math class during the course of the 12 A. Yes.
13 year? 13 Q. How do you know that honors chemistry is
14 A. Not that I'm aware of. 14 not offered on all tracks at Huntington Park Senior
15 Q. Okay. Do you know of any students at 15 High?
16 Huntington Park Senior High who have been unable to | 16 A. Because a lot of the -- I know that it's
17 enroll in a English class during the course of a 17 offered on C track because some of the -- my friends
18 vyear? 18 that I know, stayed in honors chemistry, but --
19 A. Not that I'm aware of. 19 well, my teacher basically told us we were screwed
20 Q. Do you know of any students at Huntington 20 in A track, because there weren't any honors
21 Park Senior High who have been unable to enroll in a 21 teachers, or not enough science teachers. So we're
22 history class during the course of a year? 22 all--
23 A. Not that I'm aware of. 23 Q. But -- I'm sorry.
24 Q. Okay. Do you know of any students at 24 A. -- so we couldn't get honors class.
25 Huntington Park Senior High who have been unable to | 25 Q. What -- what teacher told you that you were
Page 195 Page 197 |
1 enroll in any other social studies courses during 1 screwgd?
2 the course -- 2 A.
3 A. Not that I know of. 3 Q. Okay.
4 Q. I'msorry. Let me finish my question. 4 A.
5 A. Oh, I'm sorry. 5 Q.
6 Q. It's okay. 6 What teacher is he for you?
7 Do you know of any other students -- strike 7 A. He's my chemistry teacher right now.
8 that. 8 Q. What exactly didr_gtell you?
9 Do you know of any students at Huntington 9 A. Well, he tells us a lot of things but --
10 Park Senior High who have been unable to enroll in a 10 Q. Well, what did _ tell you about
11 social studies class other than history in the 11 the availability of honors chemistry on A track?
12 course of a year? 12 A. Well, that there weren't any honors
13 A. Not that I know of. 13 chemistry classes on A track, so we were stuck in
14 Q. Okay. Are you aware of any students at 14  his class whether we liked it or not.
15 Huntington Park Senior High who have been unableto | 15 Q. Okay. "His class” being regular chemistry?
16 enroll in a science class during the course of a 16 A. Yeah.
17  year? 17 Q. When did he tell you there were no honors
18 A. Not that I know of. 18 chemistry classes offered on A track?
19 Q. Okay. I think I had asked you before if 19 A. Around the first time -- the beginning of
20 you knew whether there were any science classes that 20 the year.
21 were offered to students on one or more but fewer 21 Q. Okay. Would that be around sometime in
22 than all tracks at Huntington Park Senior High. 22 September?
23 And -- well, no, I'm not sure I did ask you that so 23 A. Yes.
24 let me ask you the question again. 24 Q. Do you know if honors chemistry is offered
25 Do you know whether there are any science 25 asacross-track class?
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1 A. | don't think so. 1 al tracksat Huntington Park Senior High?
2 Q. Do you know for sure that it's not? 2 A. | think you asked me the question aready,
3 A. Yes. 3 butdl I'maware of isAP calculus.
4 Q. How do you know that? 4 Q. Okay. AP calculus, or calculus?
5 A. Because| don't think they considered it an 5 A. Caculus.
6 important classto have it as across-track. 6 Q. Okay. IsAP caculusoffered on al
7 Q. Who are you referring to as "they"? 7 tracks?
8 A. The administration. 8 A. | think it'sthe same class.
9 Q. And why do you think that the 9 Q. Youthink AP calculusand --
10 administration doesn't consider honors chemistry 10 A. Calculus arethe sameclass, | think.
11 important enough to offer as a cross-track? 11 Q. Arethe same class?
12 A. Because | heard from alot of people that 12 A. Yeah.
13 wanted to take AP chemistry that it was pretty hard 13 Q. Areyou sure about that?
14 togetintoit. 14 A. No, I'm not sure.
15 Q. Okay. 15 Q. How do you know that regular calculusis
16 A. Because you have to get permission from 16 offered -- isnot offered on all tracks?
17 Mr. Garcia 17 A. Because adl the people that | know that
18 Q. Totake AP chemistry? 18 wanted to take calculus have to -- are in the same
19 A. Yes. 19 class.
20 Q. Okay. Did anybody in administration ever 20 Q. Okay. Did anybody in administration ever
21 tdl you that honors chemistry was not offered asa 21 tell youthat calculusis offered on only one track?
22 crosstrack class? 22 A. Yes.
23 A. No. 23 Q. Who?
24 Q. Soyou're not sure whether honors chemistry 24 A. Ms. Loya
25 isorisnot offered as acrosstrack class? 25 Q. Ms. Loya, okay.
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1 A. I'mnot sure. 1 A. And my counselor, Ms. Reed.
2 Q. Lizette, are you aware of whether any 2 Q. Whendid Ms. Reed tell you that calculusis
3 history courses -- strike that. 3 offered on -- isnot offered on all tracks?
4 Are you aware of any history courses that 4 A. During her presentation when she gives us
5 areoffered on one or more but fewer than all 5 thedip to chose the classes.
6 tracks? 6 Q. Whenwasthat?
7 A. I'mnot aware. 7 A. | don't know exactly. | don't remember.
8 Q. Okay. Areyou aware of whether any other 8 Q. Wasthat thisyear?
9 social studies classes at Huntington Park Senior 9 A. Yes.
10 High are offered on one or more but fewer than all 10 Q. Wasit this semester?
11 tracks? 11 A. Yes, around about amonth ago. Lessthana
12 A. Not to my knowledge. 12 month ago.
13 Q. Okay. If I've dready asked you this 13 Q. Okay. Andwhen did Ms. Reed tell you that
14 question, please forgive me, but are you aware of 14 regular calculusis not offered on al tracks?
15 whether any English classes are offered on one or 15 A. Yes.
16 more but fewer than al tracks at Huntington Park 16 Q. No, when?
17 Senior High? 17 A. Oh, when?
18 A. Could you repeat that question. 18 Q. Yeah.
19 MR. CHOATE: Sure. 19 A. | can't remember exactly, about three or
20 Do you want to read it back. 20 four weeks ago.
21 (The record wasread.) 21 Q. Where were you when she told you this?
22 THE WITNESS: Not to my knowledge. 22 A. Inmy American Lit. class.
23 BY MR.CHOATE: 23 Q. Do you know whether calculus or AP calculus
24 Q. And are you aware of whether any math 24 are offered as cross-track classes?
25 classesare offered on one or more but fewer than 25 A. Wédl, if it's the same class as both --
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1 wadll, itis--the classes -- excuse me. 1 Q. Okay.

2 Q. That'sokay. 2 A. | know AP biology is not offered.

3 A. ltisacrosstrack class. 3 Q. Isnot offered?

4 Q. Okay. SO -- s0 -- s0 studentsfrom all 4 A. Yes, it'snot offered.

5 threetracks can -- can till take calculus or 5 Q. Okay. Sothe AP classesthat you -- of

6 APcaculus, or whatever calculusclassit is? 6 which you are aware that are offered at Huntington

7 A. Yes 7 Park Senior High, are: AP Spanish literature,

8 Q. Do you know how many different types of AP 8 AP Spanish language, AP History, AP Government and

9 classesare offered at Huntington Park Senior High? 9 Economics, AP chemistry, AP calculus, AP English,
10 A. From what | understand, thereis AP 10 and AP art studio?

11 Spanish, AP history, AP government and economics. 11 A. Yes.
12 Q. Government and economicsis one AP class? 12 Q. Okay. Do you know if astudent hasto
13 A. I'mnot sure, but it's the same -- it 13 qualify totake an AP class?
14 takes-- oneis after the other. 14 A. I'm not sure anymore, but | know for
15 Q. Okay. 15 AP history on A track the teacher isgoing -- |
16 A. During the same school year. 16 don't know, set a standard for letting peoplein.
17 Q. Any others? 17 Becausethisyear alot of -- too many students
18 A. AP chemigtry, AP calculus, and that's it. 18 enrolled for it and he believed alot of the
19 Q. Okay. What about AP English? 19 studentsweren't prepared to take the class.
20 A. Oh, yes, AP English. 20 Q. Hashetold you what the standard is going
21 Q. Okay. 21 to befor AP history?
22 A. And I think there's AP ... Spanish Lit. 22 A. No, hetold me he hasn't decided.
23 Q. Thereisan AP Spanish Lit. classand an 23 Q. Do you know if students have to qudify to
24 AP Spanish language class? 24 take any other AP classes?
25 A. Yes 25 A. Not to my knowledge.
Page 203 Page 205

1 Q. Okay. Any others? 1 Q. Are AP classesreserved for eleventh and

2 A. Not that | can remember. 2 twefth grade students?

3 Q. What about AP statistics? 3 A. Most of them.

4 A. No. 4 Actualy, al of them from what |

5 Q. That's not offered at Huntington Park? 5 understand.

6 A. No. 6 Q. Okay. Have you ever been unable to take an

7 Q. Areyou sure? 7 AP classthat you wanted to take?

8 A. Yes. 8 A. No.

9 Q. How do you know? 9 Q. Do you know whether any other students at
10 A. Because| don't remember seeing that on the 10 Huntington Park Senior High have been unable to take
11 list. 11 an AP classthat they wanted to take?

12 Q. Okay. Could it have been onthelist? 12 A. Not to my knowledge.

13 A. No. 13 Q. Okay. Do you know whether AP teachers are
14 Q. Wédll, how -- how do you know it couldn't 14 supposed to have any special type of qualifications
15 havebeenonthelist? 15 or training to teach AP classes?

16 A. Becausel ask alot of questionsand | 16 A. I'mnot sure about that, but ... | don't

17 don't remember asking what that means. 17  know.

18 Q. Okay. Would you be surprised if you 18 Q. Okay. Do you know whether AP teachersare
19 learned that AP statistics was offered at Huntington 19 supposed to participate in special conferences?

20 Park Senior High? 20 A. | don't know about conferences, but my

21 A. If | knew what it was. 21 teacher wastelling me that he goes to some classes
22 Q. Do you know what statisticsis? 22 or he participates in something that helps him have
23 A. I'mnot sure. 23 better skills.

24 Q. Okay. What about AP art studio? 24 Q. Isthisyour AP teacher?

25 A. | think that is offered. 25 A. Yes. Uh-huh.
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1 Q. Doyou like him? 1 A. Could you repeat the question.
2 A. Yes. 2 Q. Sure.
3 Q. Do you think heisagood teacher? 3 Do you know how the school determines when
4 A. Yes 4 to offer an AP classto students?
5 Q. How -- can you describe for me how heisa 5 A. No, | don't know.
6 good teacher? 6 Q. Do you know whether it has something to do
7 A. How ishe agood teacher? 7 with the number of studentswho are qualified to
8 Q. Uh-huh. 8 takethecourse?
9 A. Wdll, like| stated before, hewasin acar 9 A. | don't know.
10 accident and he till taught us. He taught us 10 Q. Okay. Do you know whether it has anything
11 through acomputer. And he spent his weekends 11 to do with the number of available teachers?
12 teaching usto prepare usfor the AP exam, which he 12 A. I'mthinking it might --
13 didn't get paid for. And just basically the way he 13 Q. Okay.
14 teaches. 14 A. -- but I'm not sure.
15 Q. Have -- have you taken the AP exam yet? 15 Q. Hasanybody ever told you that?
16 A. Yes 16 A. No.
17 Q. When did you tekeit? 17 Q. Do you know whether it has -- whether
18 A. About two weeks ago. 18 that determination has anything to do with the
19 Q. Doyoufed youdid al right onit? 19 qualifications of the teachers?
20 A. | hopel did. 20 A. | presume, but I'm not sure.
21 Q. Itwashard, wasn'tit? 21 Q. Okay. Do you know how many teachers at
22 A. Somewhat. | think it was easier then the 22 the Huntington Park Senior High teach AP Spanish
23 testshegivesus. 23 literature?
24 Q. Wdl, then, you must have been pretty well 24 A. No, | don't know.
25 prepared for it. 25 Q. Okay. Do you know how many teachers at
Page 207 Page 209
1 A. Yeah 1 Huntington Park Senior High teach AP Spanish
2 Q. Do you know whether AP teachers, as part of 2 language?
3 their responsbilitiesin AP classes, are supposed 3 A. | don't know.
4 to bewilling to meet with students after school ? 4 Q. Okay. Do you know how many teachers at
5 A. | don't know. | don't know if -- if it's 5 Huntington Park Senior High teach AP American
6 their responsibility or not. 6 History?
7 Q. Haveyou ever met with your AP history 7 A. Three.
8 teacher after school ? 8 Q. Threeteachers?
9 A. Wéll, we met with him during weekends at 9 A. (Nods head.)
10 schoal. 10 Q. Do you know how many teachers at Huntington
11 Q. Okay. 11 Park Senior High teach AP government and economics?
12 A. And | understand that we were supposed to 12 A. I'mnot sure.
13 meet during vacations, also, but because of his car 13 Q. Do you know how many teachers at Huntington
14 accident, we couldnt. 14  Park Senior High teach AP chemistry?
15 Q. Do you know who determines at Huntington 15 A. One
16 Park how many AP classes are offered? 16 Q. Areyou sure about that?
17 A. | don't know. 17 A. Yes
18 Q. Do you know who determines when they're 18 Q. Okay. Do you know what that teacher's name
19 offered? 19 is?
20 A. No, | don't know. 20 A. Ms. Puri.
21 Q. Okay. Do you have any idea how the 21 Q. Puri, okay.
22 determination is made with -- strike that. 22 How do you know there are no other teachers
23 Do you know how the school determines when 23 a Huntington Park Senior High that teach AP
24 to provide an AP classto students at Huntington 24 chemistry?
25 Park Senior High? 25 A. Becauseit'sacrosstrack class and they
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1 told methat the -- the class was pretty small. 1 THEWITNESS: (Examining document.)
2 Q. Who told you that the -- that the 2 BY MR.CHOATE:
3 AP chemigry classis pretty small? 3 Q. Lizette, have you ever seen this document
4 A. Rosa 4 before?
5 Q. I'msorry? 5 A. No.
6 A. Rosa. 6 Q. Okay. Do you know what thisis?
7 Q. Rosa? 7 A. Thecrosstrack classes.
8 Forgive meif I've asked you this before, 8 Q. Okay. | will represent to you that this
9 but who is Rosa? 9 wasadocument produced by the Los Angeles Unified
10 A. My friend. She's-- she'sin -- she 10 School District pursuant to plaintiffs record
11 participatesin that class. 11 subpoenasin this case.
12 Q. Okay. 12 Lizette, can you -- you -- kind of towards
13 A. Shetook that class. 13 thetop of the middle section of this document,
14 Q. And do you know how many studentsarein 14 therésareferenceto "AP CaculusBC"?
15 that AP chemistry class? 15 A. Yes.
16 A. | don't know, but I know alot of people 16 Q. And there isateacher's name next to that,
17 dropped that class. 17 Garcia?
18 Q. Do you know why? 18 A. Yes
19 A. Becausethey said it was too much work. 19 Q. Do you know who that is?
20 Q. Okay. Do you know how many teachers at 20 A. I'mnot sure.
21 Huntington Park Senior High teach AP calculus? 21 Q. Okay. When you look farther down the page
22 A. One. 22 thereisanother referenceto "AP Calculus AB"; do
23 Q. Okay. Areyou sure about that? 23 you seethat?
24 A. Yes 24 A. Yes
25 Q. Do you know what the name of that teacher 25 Q. And do you see next to AP Caculus AB is
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1 is? 1 thename of ateacher named Urueta?
2 A. | don't remember his name. 2 A. Urueta, yes.
3 Q. Okay. Do you know how many teachers at 3 Q. Urueta
4 Huntington Park Senior High teach AP English? 4 Do you know that teacher?
5 A. No. 5 A. Yes
6 Q. Do you know how many teachers at Huntington 6 Q. Okay.
7 Park Senior High teach AP art studio? 7 A. Wdll, I don't know him, but he made a
8 A. I'mnot sure, but | think only one. 8 presentation in my classroom about a month ago ...
9 Q. Why do you think there is only one teacher 9 yeah, about a month ago or two.
10 that teaches AP art studio? 10 Q. Isit possible that there are two
11 A. Becauseto the best of my knowledge, there 11 AP caculusteachers a Huntington Park Senior High?
12 isonly oneart room and it's also a cross-track 12 A. Wdll, to my understanding, he said --
13 class. 13 because he warned us because alot of peoplein my
14 Q. AP art studio isacross-track class? 14 classwerefailing. And hetold us, "Wdll, I'm the
15 A. Yes. 15 only teacher who is offering this class so you
16 MR. CHOATE: What exhibit number areweon? | 16 better get agood grade inthisclassor | won't
17 THE REPORTER: Eight. 17 accept you."
18 MR. CHOATE: If | offer anew one, it's 18 Q. Okay. Do you know whether AP Calculus AB
19 eight? 19 and AP Calculus BC are the same class?
20 THE REPORTER: Yes. 20 A. No, they're not the same.
21 MR. CHOATE: Okay. | would liketo mark as 21 Q. Mr. -- I'msorry, I'm not going to
22 Exhibit 8 adocument entitled " Cross-track Classes.” 22 pronounce his nameright.
23 (The document referred to was marked by the 23 A. Urueta
24  Reporter as Deposition Exhibit 8 for identification 24 Q. Mr. Uruetatold you he was the only teacher
25 and isattached hereto.) 25 that taught AP Calculus AB?
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1 A. Yes 1 thelanguages, though.

2 Q. Do you have any reason to believe that this 2 Q. You've been able to take afair amount of

3 teacher named Garcia does not teach AP CalculusBC? | 3  honors classes at Huntington Park Senior High, it

4 A. No. 4 seemslike?

5 Q. Okay. So do you think that there are two 5 A. Yes

6 AP caculusteachers? 6 Q. Do you think that you've benefited from

7 A. Yes 7 being able to take all these honors classes?

8 Q. Okay. Lizette, isthere aspecid 8 A. Yes.

9 procedure for enrolling in AP calculus -- or in any 9 Q. Do you know whether students at your school
10 AP course? 10 haveto -- haveto qualify to be able to take honors
11 A. I'mnot aware of any. 11 classes?

12 Q. Okay. 12 A. Fromwhat | understand, | heard they have
13 A. But, to the best of my knowledge, | think 13 to-- | think -- I'm not sure how they qualify now.
14 teachers-- it's up to the teacher. 14 Before, when | wasin the gifted program, | think it
15 Q. Okay. When -- when you wanted to enroll in 15 wasaccording to atest, or a decision made by
16 AP history, did you go and speak with the teacher? 16 people, who | don't know who they were.
17 A. Not necessarily. 17 Q. Areyou inthe gifted program now?
18 Somebody told my English teacher that -- 18 A. | don't know if it still exists, but |
19 waell, we had to submit an essay to our English 19 think I am.
20 teacher and he would give it to the AP history 20 Q. Okay. Your understanding, though, is
21 teacher, Mr. Miekosz, and he would decide about the 21 that -- | want to make sure I'm correct.
22 essay who would be qualified or -- 22 Isyour understanding that in order to take
23 Q. Andyou -- 23 an honors class, a student has to have some type of
24 A. -- getinto hisclass. 24  gpecia qudification?
25 Q. You submitted an essay to your English 25 A. Yes
Page 215 Page 217

1 teacher? 1 Q. But you're not exactly sure on -- onthe

2 A. Yes. 2 nature of what that qualification is?

3 Q. And then your English teacher -- isit your 3 A. Yes. Becausel know before when -- it was

4 understanding that your English teacher gave the 4 kind of hard for peopleto get into the gifted

5 essay to the AP history teacher? 5 program --

6 A. Yes. 6 Q. To get into the what program?

7 Q. How long after you gave the essay to your 7 A. Thegifted program. Becausel think |

8 Englishteacher -- well, strike that. 8 didn't passed thetest, but since | had areally

9 How did you find out you were accepted into 9 high scoreinthe "apprenda’ test in third grade, |
10 the AP history class? 10 think that'show | gotin.

11 A. | don't remember, actually. | don't 11 Q. Okay.

12 remember. 12 A. But | know -- | remember kidstried to get

13 Q. Do you remember how long it was after you 13 in-- their parentstried to get themin, but

14 gavethe essay to your English teacher that you 14 that ...

15 learned that you were accepted into the AP history 15 | don't know, | don't know how -- how it

16 class? 16 was-- that kids now get in, because | know | seena
17 A. Around aweek or two. 17 lot of facesin C track in the gifted -- in the

18 Q. Okay. Lizette, do you know what honors 18 honors classesthat | never had seen before.

19 classesare provided at Huntington Park Senior High? | 19 Q. Do you know whether the teachers who teach
20 A. I don't know. But | know it's basically 20 honors classes at Huntington Park Senior High have
21 around English, history. | don't know. | get kind 21 to have specia qualifications or training to teach

22 of confused with math because | usualy think it'sa 22 honors students?

23 regular class, but sometimesit says"honors' on my 23 A. | don't know.

24 report card. 24 Q. Okay. Do you know who determines what
25 And | know geography ... | don't know about 25 honors courses are offered on a given track at
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1 Huntington Park Senior High? I Q. Who is your friend?
2 A. No. 2 A. Her name is Jackie, I'm not sure what her
3 Q. Okay. Do you have any idea how that 3 last name is.
4  determination is made? 4 Actually, yes, it's Jackie Amparo.
S A. No. 5 Q. Amparo.
6 Q. Would you think that it has something to do 6 THE REPORTER: Can you spell it?
7  with the number of students who are qualified to 7 THE WITNESS: AMPARO.
8 take honors classes? 8 BY MR. CHOATE:
9 A. Tdon't know. 9 Q. Is that -- did you ever talk to anybody in
10 Q. Okay. Do you know how many teachers there 10 the administration about -- about enrolling in
11  are at Huntington Park Senior High who teach honors 11 honors chemistry?
12 English classes? 12 A. No.
13 A. No, I don't know. 13 Q. Okay. Why not?
14 Q. Okay. Do you know how many teachers there 14 A. Because at the time I wasn't aware that
15 are at Huntington Park Senior High who teach honors 15 there was honors chemistry on other tracks.
16 math classes? 16 Q. Okay. Do you -- do you feel that you would
17 A. Tdon't know. 17 have been ready to take on the extra work in honors
18 Q. Do you know how many teachers there are at 18 chemistry class versus your regular chemistry class?
19 Huntington Park Senior High who teach honors science | 19 A. Do feel now --
20 classes? 20 Q. Yeah.
21 A. I don't know. 21 A. -- probably not, but I could have probably
22 Q. Okay. Do you know how many teachers there 22 managed.
23  are at Huntington Park Senior High who teach honors 23 Q. But sitting here today, you don't think
24 social studies classes? 24 that you would have wanted to take honors chemistry
25 A. No, I don't know. 25 because of the workload?
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1 Q. Okay. Do you think there are enough 1 A. Well, I would have taken honors chemistry.
2 teachers at Huntington Park Senior High to teach 2 Q. Uh-huh.
3 honors classes? 3 But I thought you didn't want to take
4 MS. CHECEL: Objection. Calls for 4 AP chemistry because it was too much work?
5 speculation. She doesn't know how many teachers -- 5 A. Butl figured because AP chemistry was a
6 BY MR. CHOATE: 6 college prep. class, honors chemistry would be less
7 Q. Well, you can tell me -- 7 work.
8 MS. CHECEL: You can answer. 8 Q. But your regular chemistry class right now
9 THE WITNESS: Well, apparently there aren't 9 isalot of work; right?
10 enough teachers to teach honors chemistry, so ... 10 A. Not necessarily. It's just the tests are
11 BY MR. CHOATE: 11 really different from the homework we get.
12 Q. And why do you say there aren't enough 12 Q. Do you find that your chemistry class this
13 teachers to teach honors chemistry? 13 year is difficult for you?
14 A. Because I didn't get honors chemistry this 14 A. Well, the tests are kind of difficult,
15 year. But from my understanding I was supposed to, 15 but... I don't think it is.
16 but there wasn't any chemistry teacher to teach
17 honors.
18 Q. Why were you supposed to get honors
19 chemistry this year?
20 A. Because I didn't want to take AP chemistry,
21 and to my understanding there were honors chemistry
22 teachers in C track.
23 Q. And how did you gain that understanding?
24 A. Because my friend had honors chemistry when
25 she was in C track.

o
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1 1 MR. CHOATE: Yeah, but I think right now,
2 2 I'mdone. I'll start with questions about other
3 3 elective classes next time.
4 4 MS. CHECEL: Did you all want to coordinate
5 5 adate?
6 6 MR. FRIEDMAN: I think it would be nice to
7 7  do that right now.
8 MS. CHECEL.: Peter, unless you have 8 THE REPORTER: Do you want to go off the
9 additional questions relating to the topic that you 9 record?
10 were just discussing, she's ready to stop. 10 MR. CHOATE: Sure. We can go off the
11 MR. CHOATE: Okay. You know I -- we -- we 11 record and come back on and get it straight.
12 can go ahead and stop now if you want. Iknow I'm 12 (Discussion held off the record.)
13 going to have a few cleanup questions in the areas 13 MR. CHOATE: Why don't we go back on the
14 of honors and AP classes, but maybe it would be 14 record.
15  better. 15 Okay. I--Iam not finished with my
16 MS. CHECEL: If that's okay with you, or we 16 questioning of Lizette at this time.
17 can finish up this specific topic and quit. 17 Ms. Checel has indicated that Lizette wili
18 MR. CHOATE: Okay. 18 determine whether she is available to proceed with
19 MS. CHECEL: If you think it's going to 19 the deposition on Saturday, June 2nd, or Sunday,
20 take no less than ten minutes. 20 June 3rd, and will notify Ms. Checel.
21 MR. CHOATE: I don't think I should have 21 Lizette will also notify Ms. Checel of any
22 too much more. 22 alternative Saturdays or Sundays following the
23 MS. CHECEL: Okay. Are you okay with that? | 23 weekend of June 2nd on which she may be available.
24 THE WITNESS: Yeah. 24 Ms. Checel will then communicate with
25 i 25 Mr. Friedman and myself regarding those dates.
Page 223 Page 225 |
1 BY MR. CHOATE: 1 May we stipulate that the copies of the
2 Q. Lizette, are you aware of any students at 2 documents be attached to the deposition -- may we
3 Huntington Park Senior High who have been unableto | 3 stipulate that the copies and documents -- that the
4  enroll in any honors courses? 4 copies and documents attached to the deposition be
5 A. Just basically the same people that have 5 used as originals?
6 been wanting to get into an honors chemistry. 6 MS. CHECEL: We can do that.
7 Q. Okay. Do you know any specific -- any 7 MR. CHOATE: Okay.
8 specific names? 8 May we stipulate that the original of this
9 A. Tknow one would be Rosa, but I don't 9 deposition be signed under penalty of perjury;
10 know -- 10 That the original be delivered to the
11 Q. Rosa -- 11 office of Ms. Checel,
12 A. Actually I think her last name is Rios. 12 That the reporter is relieved of liability
13 And I don't know about the rest of the 13 for the original of the deposition;
14 people. 14 That the witness will have 15 days from the
15 Q. Well, other than with respect to -- to the 15 date of the court reporter's transmittal letter to
16 honors chemistry class that we've spoken about, do 16 Ms. Checel to sign and correct the deposition;
17 you know of any other students who have been unable | 17 And that Ms. Checel will notify all parties
18  to enroll in any honors classes at Huntington Park 18 in writing of any changes to the deposition;
19 Senior High? 19 And if there are no such changes
20 A. Not to my knowledge. 20 communicated or signature within that time, that an
21 Q. Okay. 21 unsigned and uncorrected copy may be used for all
22 MR. CHOATE: You know, I think I'm probably | 22 purposes as a signed and corrected copy?
23 done now on this -- on this topic. You know -- 23 MS. CHECEL: So stipulated.
24 MS. CHECEL: You can always revisit it 24 MR. FRIEDMAN: So stipulated.
25 later. 25 MR. CHOATE: Thank you.
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1 (Whereupon, at 4:40 p.m., 1 STATEOFCALIFORNIA )
2 the deposition of LIZETTE RUIZ 2 COUNTY OF LOSANGELES ) ss.
3 was adjourned.) 3 _ _
4 -000- 4 I, c. jane harman, C.S.R. No. 5266, in
5 5 and for the State of California, do hereby certify:
6 6 That, prior to being examined, the
7 7 witness named in the foregoing deposition, to wit,
8 8 LIZETTE RUIZ, was by me duly sworn to tegtify to the
9 truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth;
9 10 That said deposition was taken down by me
10 11 inshorthand at the time and place therein named,
11 12 and thereafter reduced to typewriting under my
12 13 direction, and the same isatrue, correct and
13 14 complete transcript of said proceedings;
14 15 | further certify that I am not
15 16 interested in the event of the action.
16 17 WITNESSMY HAND this 24th day of MAY,
17 18 2001.
18 19
19 20
20 21
21 22 N
Certified Shorthand
22 23 Reporter for the
23 State of Cdifornia
24 24
25 25
Page 227
1 STATEOFCALIFORNIA )
2 COUNTY OF LOSANGELES ) ss.
3
4
5 I, LIZETTE RUIZ, hereby certify declare
6 under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State
7 of Cdliforniathat the foregoing istrue and
8 correct.
9
10 Executed this  day of
11 , 2001, at ,
12 Cdifornia
13
14
15
16 LIZETTERUIZ
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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