10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19

JOHN F. DAUM (5B #52313)

FRAMROZE M. VIRJEE (SB #1204901}

DAVID L. HERRON (SB #:158801)
O'MELVENY & MYERS LLP

Embarcadero Center wWest

275 Battery Street

San Francisco, California 94111-330%
Telephone: 415,984.8700

Attorneys for Defendant State of California

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

ELIEZER WILLIAMS, et al., Case No. 312 236

Plaintiffs, Hearing Date: August 25, 2003

)
)
)
)
vs. ) Time: 3:30 p.m.
)
STATE OF CALIFCRNIA, DELAINE )} Department: 16
EASTIN, State Superintendent )
0f Public Instruction, STATE ) Judge: Hon. Peter J. Busch
DEFARTMENT OF EDUCATION, STATE)

)

]

)

)

)

)

)

)

BCOARD OF EDUCATICN,

Defendants.

AND RELATED CROSS-ACTION.

DECLARATION OF FRANK SIFUENTES IN SUPPORT OF DEFENDALNT STATE OF
CALIFORNIA’S OPPOSITION TO PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR SUMMARY
ADJUDICATION
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¥, Frank Sifuentes, declare as follows:

1. I am the principal of Bunche Middle School in the
Compton Unified Scheool District in Cempton, California. I have
been the principal at Bunche for the past seven years. Prior to
that, I was the Assistant Principal at Whaley Middle School in
Compton for one year. I also sarved as Assistant Principal at
all three of the comprehensive high schools in Compton Unified.
I began my career as a middle school teacher in the district (I
was a classroom teacher for three years). I have been an
educator since 1985, 1T hold a teaching credential in Social
Science and a Professional Administrative credential. I also

have a Masters degree in Curriculum and Instruction.

2. I have extensive knowledge of the students,
teachers, and facilities at Bunche Middle School, and am familiar
with the curriculum and the educational opportunities that are
provided to Bunche students. I have perscnal knowledge of the
facts set forth in this declaration; and if called as a witness I

would and could testify competently thereto.

3. I am familiar with the Bunche Middle School’s
Comprehensive School Reform Demonstration {“CSRD”) Action Flan,
which was completed in early 2001. 1In fact, I was personally
involved with completing the Action Plan in conjunction with
Compten Unified School District staff and as part of our
application tc participate in the CSRD Erogram. Bunche was

selected to be CSRD school beginning in the 2001-2002 school
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year. At that time, Bunche was already participating in the
Immediate Intervention/ Underperforming Schools Program
("I1I/USP”}. Bunche became an II/USP school beginning in the

2000-2001 school year.

4. As part of both reform plans, Bunche has focused
considerable effort and resources on aligning curriculum and
instruction to state standards. I believe that in the three
years that Bunche has participated in the II/USP program and in
the two years since it has participated in the Comprehensive
School Reform Program, we have_achieyed many of the goals that we

set out to meet.

5. I am aware that the plaintiffs in this case have
cited page 7 of Bunche’s CSRD Action Plan, which they identified
as DOE 45153, in a submission to this court. Page DOE 45153
contains the statements that “"Reading texts and related materials
are not aligned to the California Engiish—Language Arts (ELA)
content standards,” and that “Language texts and related
materials are not aligned to the California English-Language Arts
(ELA) content standards.” In my opinion, the current district-
adepted reading and language arts textbooks are net aligned with
state standards. Nevertheless, students at Bunche have access to
other standards-aligned instructional materials in language arts.
Through the Comprehencive School Reform program, we have
develored standards-aligned ~urriculum maps for teachers to use
tc drive instruction. We are also currently piloting a new

standards-aligned textbook series for reading and language arts

Leliitizies -Z-
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published by Hclt Reinhardt. We are currently using this book as
a supplemental learning tool as adoption of the bock has not vyet
been board approved. In addition, there are a variety of other
standards-aligned supplemental materials in language arts

available to Bunche students.

6. We also provide enough textbooks so that every
student at Bunche has access to his or her own copy of the most
recently adopted textbook in each core area; at the same time, we

maintain a class set for classroom instruction.

7. In my opinion, the education of students at Eunche.
does not suffer becausé of any lack of standards-aligned
textbooks in Reading or Language Arts. Textbcoks do not drive
instruction, curriculum and standards do. Textbooks are merely a
tool, like technology or other tools, to get standards and
curriculum across to students. As a result of the CSRD reforh

program, my staff is getting standards and curriculum across to

" students in a variety of effective ways. Developing standards-

based curriculum maps was a key part of this process and has
allowed my staff to all be on the same page, no matter what
instructional tcols they decide to use.

8. The reform program has alsce given my staff more
opportunities to exercise leadership, which, in my opinion, is
also critical to obtain success. At Bunche, we have a Teaching,
Learning and Assessment Team (“TLAC”} and a Governance Leadership

Team (“GLT”), which provides advice on curriculum issues and
..3_
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plans weekly and monthly events to support the reform program.
We also have a Technology Committee that advises the school on
how techrnology can be used as a tcol to improve the quality of
instruction. These forums for school-level leadership are
extremely important to the reform plan. It is a crucial part of
the reform to focus all stakeholders, including étaff, parents,
and students, so that we can all move in the same direction and

work to improve the whole program of the school.

9. My staff has received assistance in aligning
instruction to standards and in exercising leadership at the
school through the extensive ﬁrofessional development that has
been available to them through the reform effort. Staff receives
weekly professional development — every Monday we have a
shortened day for this purpose. There are also other
opportunities available, such as those available through the
district, the Urban Learning Center (“WJLC”), the Los Angeles
County Office of Education (“LACOE”}, and the University of
California at Irvine, among others. These professional
development opportunities give my staff access both to the
research models on which the reform effort at Bunche is based and

to new strategies for instruction.

10. Page DOE 45153, which the plaintiffs cite, also
includes the statement: “Individual classrooms have an
insufficient variety and amount of reading materials.” This is
not accurate. At Bunche, we have classroom sets of literature

materials and a comprehensive library. Students and teachers use
._4_.
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the library cn a library visitation schedule. The library is
well-stocked and includes such tools as the Accelerated Reader
program. The Accelerated Reader pogram, which is primerily
housed in the library, requires students to read one to two books
per week and then to take computer-based exams toc test their
comprehension and reading level. This program has been
accessible to students for some time as we piloted it five (5S)
years ago. We have purchased thousands of reading books for the
Accelerated Reader program. Some reading teachers have even gone
so far as to bring the Accelefated Reader program into the
classrooh. These teachers have the books, the computers, and the
software for the program all availablé right in the classroom.

Many teachers also have classroom libraries.

11. Not only have reading materials been available at
Bunche since the CSRD action plan was drafted, but we have also
made great strides, through the Comprehensive School Reform
effort, at encouraging teachers to make core novels (from the
state-recommended list of novels) a part of their instruction.
Teachers have really bought into this part of the reform effort

and are using core novels in their classes.

'12. DOE 45153 also contains the statement, “There is
insufficient use of technology {(word processing) in the
classroom.” Currently, this statement is not accurate about
Burche. 1In fact, we have done an outstanding jcb of integrating
technology into the c¢lassroom. We alsc have a wonderful,

standards-based technology plan. As a result, technology is
LAIritliisn.: -5-
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becoming a more useful ton! to improve teaching and learning at
Bunche. In addition to word processing, students do project-
based assignments on computers and significant amounts of online
research. Each classroom has a minimum of three computers, all
of which are wired to the Internet. These computers are equipped

with software that is aligned with student objectives,

13. 1In addition to the technology that is available in
their classrooms, Bunche students also have access to a very nice
computer lab with enough computers to zccommodate an entire
class. These computers are also wired to the Internet. A full-

time computer lab assistant staffs the lahb,

14. PBunche has put these technology programs in place
with the help of a technology literacy grant and a High Priority
Schools Grant (“HPSG”), both of which we received last year. One
of the two main goals of the HPSG reform is to impraove the
integration of technology in instruction. These grants allowed

us to purchase 65 new computers last year,

15, In my opinion, participating in the II/USP, CSRD,
and HPSG reform programs has helped us to improve the quaiity of
education at RBunche and has helped Bunche students be more
successful.  Since Bunche became involved with these reform
Programs, we have enjoyed stzady imcrovement in our Academic
Perfermance Index (“API”) score, from 420 in 2000 to 529 in 2002,

exceeding our growth targets each year.

1 -6-
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I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of

California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed this 7] day of _ Jc™) 2003, at Compton,

California.

/f/ﬁﬂfé7tjglvéhu/(;

Frank Sifuentes

tAliiEiez.l -7-

tn
Xl
4
[

UFPORT OF DETENDANT STETE OF CZALIFORNIACS OFF23T7TICHL T4
T_EINTIFETEY MOTION FOR SUMMARRY fo-J TIlCaTion

CICLORATION OF FRENF SIFUEN
s i .- -




