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i DECLARATION OF MANUEL ORTIZ

{ [, MANUEL ORTIZ, hereby declare: .

- L I am one of the plaintiffs in this action. I make this declaration based on my own

pcrsional knowledge and, if called to testify as a witness, I could and would do so competently as

follc:,ws: ‘

i 2. Iamastudent at Watsonville High School in Watsonville, and I will be a senior there
ncxt% year. :

i 3 ' My school needs more cl#ssrooms for the teachers. This last year (when | was a

junjér), three of my seventeachers movgd from classroom to classroom to teach their classes because
the stchool didn't have enough classrooms for them to have permanent classrooms of their own. My
worlid civilizations teacher had a shopping cart that he used to carry the history books around to the
clgs;rooms heused. My life science teacher had a regular cart he used to move his materials around.
The history teacher also moved from classroom to classroom. Watching my teachers push their
papc{rs and books around on carts between classes made me see how cheap the school is not to have
classixfooms for my teachers.

s My geometry class this last year didn’t have a classroom until close to Christmas
vica%tion. We met in the middle of the library, and other students came in to use the library at the
samej time that we were in there having our class. The other students using the library disrupted our
classf because they would talk to the librarian, which would mess with our concentration. Also, our
teacl'ilcr- couldn’t talk very léud because we were in the library so we were supposed to be quiet. It
was freally hard to concentrate and learn when we met in the library.

LS. At the end of the school year, after my geometry class had moved out of the library
and tinto a classroom, we couldn’t hear the teacher in the geometry class because of all the
const?ruction going on outside. The school started doing construction to build new portables, and the
buildiers were working during the school day. They were drilling and hammering and they had
tractciars going outside. We closed the door§ to our classroom, but we could still hear the construction
soun;ds outside. I couldn’t concentrate in class with all the noise. The construction was going on

for almost the whole last month of school, so my class pretty much lost that whole month of learning
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6. Our classes are really crowded. In my science class last year, we had"40 students.
We mostly worked in groups because we didn’t have enough room in the class for each of us to do

our own projects. And during my freshman year, we had 40 or 45 students in my PE class almost

the whole year. [ know the PE classes are still too crowded, but this year I had zero period PE, so

my class was not too crowded.

7. Inmy U S. history class this last year, we didn’t have any books to use at all, not even
to use in class. The teacher had a book and we just took notes off what the teacher said in class.
Son"mimes the teacher handed out photocopies from the book and gave us handouts for homework.
It wbuld have been easier to learn the history if we had books we could read ourselves.

8. The Spanish books we used in class this last year were .all torn up and were missing
pagés. Sometimes the teacher would tell us to rum to a particular page and that page wouldn’t be
in t!jxe book.

9. We could take home one of the Spanish books for homework, but we didn’t have
enough of the second book we used in class for us to be able to take that book home, too. It would
have helped to have been able to take home the other book, too, because that book had little stories
and? questions and activities to work on in it. I would have liked to have been able to sfudy from that
book, too.

‘ 10.  Theschool doesn’t have enough computers—the school doesn’t even have one in every
classroomn. The ones we do have are super old.

; 11.  We also don’t have enough copy machines. A few times a month in both my U.S.
history and world civilizations classes, the teachers told us that they had been planning to give us
honz'te.work but they couldn’t get to the copy machine so they didn’t have copies made. The teachers
said there were only two copy machines in the whole school, so there were long lines for teachers
to vii/ait in to get to the copiers.

‘ 12.  Sometimes the bathrooms were not clean and they often didn’t have toilet paper or
papver towels. The bathrooms were all tagged up with graffiti. ‘
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I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Califorrua that the foregoing

is true and correct. Executed on July 21, 2000 at Watsonville, California. .

i

L.

Manuel Ortiz™
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