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Declaration of Angeles Gonzalez
I, Angeles Gonzalez, hereby declare: |
1. 1 make this declaration based on my own personal knowledge and if called to
| testify I could and would do so competently as follows: ‘
2. I am the mother of Jose Cardenas, who attended Fremont High School (Fremont)
| in Oakland during the 1999-2000 and 2000-2001 school years. During the 2000-2001 school

R R - TR I R T R )

| physically‘present at the school every day. In my position as an Intermediate Typist Clerk I sat in
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the front office every day. Parents often came to Fremont really upset. Iknow this because when
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| they would come into the front office of .the school they would speak to me in Spanish and tell
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|| me their many concerns. Parents would ask me why the children did not have books, why there
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Fremont because the conditions are just so bad. Unfortunately, there 1s nowhere else for the
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| students to transfer to because the other public schools in Oakland are so packed. Although I
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| have now pulled my son out of Fremont and put him in a good public school, I know that the
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) hornble conditions at Fremont still exist because I speak often with my nelghbors whose children

} still have to attend Fremont, as well as other students who are suffering at the school.
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3. On April 22, 2000, sixteen teachers were absent from Fremont. Iknow this
because I worked at the school as an Intermediate Typist Clérk, and I did the substitute calling in
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the morning. Only two substitutes actually showed up at the school on April 22 and so the
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fourteen other classes that did not have teachers were put together in the cafeteria with an |
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| administrator. Basically, in a situation like that the students are just being babysat. Many
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teachers at Fremont are often absent, and there are not enough substitutes to actually take over

the classes. It was not always clear to me when I worked at Fremont what would bappen to
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students who had no adult stahding in front of their classes.

[\
(2]

;
i
|
i
i

PLTF 021sg




b

V- T R Y. Y S I

DN NDNNNN = e '
A G AR O RN NS DV ® O & e RrE L 2B
e —

NN
o BN |

4., Fremont is very overcrowded. Several of the classes are held in the cafeteria.
With so many students in the cafeteria it is often very noisy and hard for them to concentrate.

5. Frerﬁont_is often filthy, and it‘upsets me thai the students have to go to a school
where trash, dirt, and grime are everywhere. |

6. It is very difficult for teachers to make copies at the school. Many of the teachers
do not have enough books for their students to use so being able to make copies is very
important. Teachers will come to ask me if they can please make copies on the machine that I
LW am near because they have no paper or the copy machine that the teachers are allowed to use has
broken down. o -

7. Before I began working at Fremont, I oﬁén called the school to try to get in touch
with an administrator to ask why the school was such a mess. However, when I called theb school

8. I came from Mexico and my school was beautiful. My son was born in the United
States, a rich country, and the school he attends is terrible — much worse than in Mexico. Ijust
don't understand how that can be the case. I came to the United States so my son could have

better opportunities, but how can that happen when he cannot get a decent, basic education?

h I declare under penalty of perjury of the laws of the State of California and the United
States that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed this Z &day of &g‘z . ,20011in

Oakland, California.
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