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Page 2 Page 4
1 INDEX 1 Simmons, and I'm an attorney representing the State of
2 INDEX OF EXAMINATIONS 2 California in this litigation.
3 PAGE 3 Would you please state and spell your full name
4 BY MR. SIMMONS 3 4 and address for the record.
6 6 :
7 7 Q Have you ever had your deposition taken before?
8 8 A No.
9 9 Q Let me briefly explain what it is we'll be
10 10 doing here today. I'll just be asking you a series of
11 11 questions about the facts you know that relate to this
12 EXHIBITS MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION 12 lawsuit. And the court reporter will be transcribing my
13 No. Description Page 13 questions and your answers. After the court reporter
14 1 5 pages; Declaration of Luis Avelar 13 14 has an opportunity to create a record she will provide
15 2 1 page; Certificate of Award for Elina Avelar 64 | 15 you with the booklet and you can make changes or
16 3 1 page; Report Card for Elina Avelar 64 16 additions to the booklet when you go through it with
17 4 1 page; Report Card for Alonzo Avelar 64 17 your attorney. You should know, though, that if you do
18 5 1 page; Report Card for Alonzo Avelar 64 18 make any changes the attorneys in the case will be able
19 6 1 page; Report Card for Elina Avelar 64 19 to comment on the changes or additions that you make.
20 20 Do you understand that?
21 21 A Yes.
22 22 Q Also it's important that when you answer the
23 23 questions you give a verbal answer, a yes or no. Shakes
24 24 of the head don't transcribe into the booklet. So to
25 25 get a clear record it's necessary to say yes or no.
Page 3 Page 5
1 BE IT REMEMBERED that on MONDAY, JANUARY 21, 1 A Uh-huh (Affirmative).
2 2002, commencing at 9:37 a.m. thereof, at 990 Marsh 2 Q Also it's hard for the reporter to get a clear
3 Road, Menlo Park, California, before me, DIANE M. 3 record of the testimony here today when more than one
4 WINTER, a Certified Shorthand Reporter, there personally 4 person is speaking at once. Although I guess that's a
5 appeared: 5 little different here today since there will be two of
6 LUIS AVELAR PEREZ 6 us speaking. But if you can, let us finish the question
7 --000-- 7 and then give us your answer. Do you understand that?
8 MORRISON & FOERSTER LLP, 425 Market Street, San 8 A Yeah.
9  Francisco, California 94105-2482, 415.268.6924, 9 Q Also it's important that you listen to the
10 represented by LEECIA WELCH, Attorney at Law, appearing 10 question carefully. If you don't understand the
11 as counsel on behalf of the Plaintiffs. 11 question just let me know and I'll do my best to
12 O'MELVENY & MEYERS LLP, 400 South Hope Street, 12 rephrase it. But if you answer a question without
13 Los Angeles, California 90071-2899, 213.430.6000, 13 letting me know that you don't understand it, we'll just
14 represented by SHAUN M. SIMMONS, Attorney at Law, 14 presume that you did understand it.
15 appearing as counsel on behalf of the Defendants. 15 A Okay.
16 Also Present: Christian Browne, Interpreter 16 Q Also you're required to answer my questions to
17 Monica Fuentes, M&F 17 the best of your ability. But if you don't know the
18 --000-- 18 answer to a question we don't want you to guess. But if
19 PROCEEDINGS 19 you can give us an estimate we would like that from you.
20 LUIS AVELAR PEREZ 20 Today you've taken an oath which requires you
21 called as a witness herein and who, being first duly 21 to testify truthfully. And I just want you to know that
22 sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 22 even though we're in an informal setting here, your
23 EXAMINATION 23 testimony will have the same force and effect as if we
24 BY MR. SIMMONS: 24  were in a court of law. So it's important to know that
25 Q Good morning, Mr. Avelar. My name is Shaun 25 you're subject to the penalties of perjury for giving
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Page 6 Page 8
1 fasetestimony. Do you understand that? 1 A | believe, yes.
2 A Yes. 2 Q Did you review any documents in preparation for
3 Q If you need a break for any reason today just 3 thisdepostion?
4 let usknow and well take abreak. The only thing that 4 A Yes
5 | would appreciate isif there is a question pending to 5 Q What documents did you review?
6 answer the question and then we'll take abreak. Also 6 MS. WELCH: And I'm going to object to the
7 if a any point during the deposition today you recall 7 extent that he reviewed any documents at the instruction
8 something about an earlier question and youwould like | 8 of hisattorneysfor the deposition. But if he read
9 to change or supplement your answer, just let me know 9 anything on his own he can answer what he read on his
10 and well go back to that areaand let yougo ahead and | 10 own.
11 changeit or supplement it however you'd like. 11 THE WITNESS: | read these documents.
12 A Okay. 12 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) Can you show methose
13 Q Do you understand the ground rules so far? 13 documents? And was this the only document that you
14 A Yes 14 reviewed?
15 Q Isthere any reason why you may be unable to 15 MS. WELCH: And that's a privileged document,
16 giveyour best testimony today? 16 soyoucan't seethat. Sorry.
17 A I'mokay. | cando it today. 17 MR. SIMMONS: Just for the record, Mr. Avelar
18 Q And have you consumed any medicationor any | 18 hasafew other documents. He's shown me his
19 other substance that might affect your ability to 19 declaration as one of the documents reviewed, he
20 understand my questions? 20 reviewed in preparation for the deposition. He also has
21 A No. 21 acouple other documents with him, but counsel has just
22 Q Canyoutdl mewhat you did to prepareforthe | 22 taken the position that those documents are privileged
23 deposition? 23 and that therefore he shouldn't turn those documents
24 A I'vebeentalking to the attorney. That'sall. 24 overtome.
25 Q How many times have you spoken with your 25 MS. WELCH: And | will represent that it's one
Page 7 Page 9
1 attorney about your deposition here today? 1 document, and it's the retainer agreement.
2 A Only once. 2 MR. SSIMMONS: Oh, okay. Thank you.
3 Q Whenwasthat? 3 MS. WELCH: In Spanish.
4 A Yederday. 4 MR. SSIMMONS: And I'll hand him back the copy
5 Q For how long did you meet with your attorney? 5 of hisdeclaration.
6 A About one hour-and-a-half. 6 Q (BY MR.SIMMONS) Whendid you first learn
7 Q Andwith what attorney did you meet? What was 7 about thislawsuit?
8 theattorney's name? 8 A 1 think it was about a year.
9 A With her. | forgot her name. 9 Q How did you learn about the lawsuit?
10 Q Ms Welch? 10 A Through another person.
11 A Yes 11 Q Whowasthat?
12 Q And does Ms. Welch represent you at this 12 A Mrs. Hubera
13 deposition today? 13 Q How do you know Mrs. Hubera?
14 A Yes 14 A She'saperson from the parents committee.
15 Q Other than Ms. Welch have you spoken about your | 15 Q Could you tell me what the parents committee
16 deposition with anybody? 16 is?
17 A | spoke with other people, Mrs. Laura, 17 A It'sabilingual committee from the Ravenswood
18 Q Anyoneese? 18 School Didtrict.
19 A No, that'sit. 19 Q Soisthiscommittee a districtwide committee
20 Q WhoisMs. Laura? 20 and not just something that is particular to Edison
21 A | think she'sworking in this case aso. 21 McNair?
22 MR. SSMMONS: Counsdl, can you help me out? 22 A It'sthe committee at the district level.
23 MS. WELCH: LauraFaer. Shewasworking atthe | 23 Q What did Mrs. Huberaor Ms. Hubera --
24 ACLU. 24 A Hubera
25 Q (BY MR.SIMMONYS) IsMs. Faer an attorney? 25 Q What did Ms. Huberatell you about this
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Page 10

Page 12

1 lawsuit? 1 Q How did she go about doing that?
2 A Shejust mentioned about the group of attorneys 2 A Verbally she asked me.
3 involved. 3 Q And do you recal what she said?
4 Q Did she mention anything in particular about 4 A She said we need to do something to change the
5 those attorneys? 5 conditionsin the district.
6 A She mentioned that this group of attorneys were 6 Q Did she give you any understanding as to what
7 working to figure out this situation at the state level. 7 youwould be required to do if you participated in the
8 Q And when you referred to this situation could 8 lawsuit?
9 vyoutell mealittle bit more what you mean by that? 9 MS. WELCH: Objection, assumes facts.
10 A The situation of the schools and the different 10 THE WITNESS: Could you repest the question,
11 didricts. 11 please
12 Q Did Ms. Huberatell you that the attorneys were 12 MR. SSIMMONS: Could you read it back?
13 going to do anything to change the situation at the 13 (Record read)
14 schoolsand districts? 14 A No.
15 A Yes 15 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) After thiscommunication with
16 Q What did shetell you they were going to 16 Ms. Huberawhat was the next communication you had about
17 change? 17 thislawsuit?
18 A She mentioned that they wanted to change the 18 A ltwaswith Ms. Monje.
19 structure of the schools, and also the problems that 19 Q AndwhoisMs. Monje?
20 existed inthe schools. 20 A | understand it's the other person
21 Q Did she mention how exactly they wanted to 21 participating in this same case.
22 change the structures of the schools? 22 Q Do you know what Ms. Monje does for aliving?
23 A They wanted to change the problem with hygiene. | 23 A | don't know exactly.
24 Q Any other problems that you recall? 24 Q Isshealawyer?
25 A The materiasfor the kids, and that the 25 A No, she'saparent.
Page 11 Page 13
1 parentswould be satisfied with the services at the 1 Q What did you talk about with Ms. Monje?
2 schoals. 2 A Only that she was about to participate in this
3 Q Isthereaset of servicesthat you would like 3 ca=
4 to be provided at the school? 4 Q Didsheask you if you were interested in
5 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague. 5 participating in the case?
6 He can till answer when | object unless| 6 A Yes
7 instruct him not to answer. I'm just making my 7 Q What did you say to her?
8 objection for the record. 8 A SameasMrs. Hubera. She'sinterested in
9 THE WITNESS: | think it's enough what |'ve 9 making change with the district.
10 sad. 10 Q Canyourecdl the next conversation or the
11 Q (BY MR.SIMMONS) And that would bewith | 11 next communication you had with respect to this lawsuit?
12 respect to hygiene and materials for the kids? 12 A No.
13 A Services. 13 (Whereupon, Exhibit No. 1 was
14 Q Could you tell me any particular services? 14 marked for identification.)
15 A | think it would be too much to mention 15 MR. SSIMMONS: I'll do thisquickly.
16 everything. 16 MS. WELCH: Witness fee?
17 Q Okay. Could you just give metwo or three? 17 MR. SSMMONS: Yeah, witnessfee. And then this
18 A Okay. We don't have enough information 18 isfor Mr. Rodriguez, who is from Santa Paula. At the
19 regarding what is happening at the schools, enough 19 timewhen he camefor his deposition in Los Angeleswe
20 communication between parents and teachersand the | 20 didn't know what his mileage was at that time. So
21 adminigtration. 21 Mr. English, Norman English, | think; isthat right?
22 Q When you spoke with Ms. Huberafor the first 22 MS. WELCH: Yes.
23 time about thislawsuit did she ask you if you were 23 MR. SSIMMONS: He sent me aletter giving the
24  interested in participating? 24 mileagefee. So that check now represents that mileage
25 A Yes 25 fee
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Page 14 Page 16
1 MS. WELCH: Great. I'll givethisto Norman. 1 last page of your declaration?
2 " MR. SSIMMONS: Okay. 2 A Yes.
3 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) Do you recognize what's been 3 Q Doesthat refresh your recollection?
4  marked as Exhibit 1? 4 A Yes.
5 THE INTERPRETER: | understand thereisa 5 Q Do you recall about when you were asked to
6 trandation herein the back? 6 provide the declaration?
7 MR. SSMMONS: Yes. 7 A It'sthe same question, isn't it?
8 THE WITNESS: Okay. 8 Q Wereyou asked to provide the declaration on
9 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) Do you recognize the document 9 thesamedate?
10 that's been marked as Exhibit 1?7 10 A Yes.
1 A Yes 11 Q Did you ever discuss submitting a declaration
12 Q Canyoutell mewhat that document is? 12 prior to the day that you signed this declaration?
13 A It'sthe declaration that we've discussed. 13 A Yes.
14 Q Wereyou asked to provide the declaration by 14 Q When did you have discussions about the
15 someone? 15 declaration prior to the day you signed it?
16 A Yes 16 A | don't recall exactly, but perhaps aweek or a
17 Q Whowasthat person? 17 month prior.
18 A FirstitwasMs. Laura. 18 Q And do you recal, did you have more than one
19 Q Did anyone else ask you to provide a 19 conversation about submitting a declaration?
20 declaration? 20 A Yes
21 A No. 21 Q How many conversations?
22 Q Haveyou provided any other declarations than 22 A | only had one conversation with a person that
23 the one before you in connection with this case? 23 caled mefrom San Francisco.
24 A Youmean other declarations? 24 Q Did you have any conversations with anyone
25 Q Yes. Other than the one that you have. 25 other than this person who called you from
Page 15 Page 17
1 A | believethisisthe only one. 1 SanFrancisco?
2 Q Areyou aware of any mistakes or inaccuracies 2 A No.
3 inthedeclaration? 3 Q And who was the person that called you from
4 A No, | think it's okay. 4 San Francisco?
5 MS. WELCH: And I'd just like to point out in 5 A | dont recal the name.
6 the English trandation of it, we noticed last night 6 Q Wasit aman or awoman?
7 that in paragraph four it says 20 to 30 percent of 7 A It wasawoman.
8 hilingual teachers. And if you look at paragraph four 8 Q Would you turn to paragraph two of your
9 inthe Spanish versionit just says 20 to 30 teachers. 9 declaration?
10 Sothere was the addition of the percentage in paragraph 10 A What page, Counsdlor?
11 four makesthat not an accurate trandation of what he 11 Q Thefirg page of the declaration that isin
12 saysin paragraph four in Spanish. 12 Spanish.
13 MR. SIMMONS: Okay. 13 A What isthe question?
14 MS. WELCH: So | just wanted to point that out. 14 Q At thetime you signed this declaration had you
15 MR. SIMMONS: Okay. Show mewhereitis. 15 beenworking at the Ravenswood Digtrict for a period of
16 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) When did the conversation 16 eight years?
17 with Ms. Lauraoccur at which you were asked to provide 17 A Yes
18 adeclaration? 18 Q Didyouwork at the same school inthe
19 A | don't recal the date. 19 Ravenswood Didtrict for the entire period?
20 Q Do you recdl about how long ago? 20 A No.
21 A It was possibly in September-October. 1'm not 21 Q What schoolsin the Ravenswood Didtrict have
22 sure 22 youworked for?
23 MS. WELCH: It might refresh hisrecollection 23 A I've been working in four different schools.
24 tolook at the date that he signed it. 24 Q Canyoutel metheir names?
25 Q (BY MR.SIMMONS) Yes. Would you look a the | 25 A Brentwood, Charter School, McNair, Belle Haven.
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Page 18

Page 20

1 Q Do you presently work at one of those schools? 1 A Yes, parents committee.
2 A BeéleHaven. 2 Q Arethere, other than the parents committee,
3 Q Inwhat yearsdid you work at Edison McNair? 3 arethere any other ways that you have struggled to
4 A Lastyear. 4 improve the schoolsin the East Palo Alto area?
5 Q Last year meaning the 2000/2001 school year? 5 A They had a committee called United Parents.
6 A Yes 6 Q Where did the students of the parents who were
7 Q And did you work at Edison McNair for the 7 part of United Parents, where did those students go to
8 entire 2000/2001 school year? 8 school?
9 A Yes 9 A Ravenswood, and also Sequoia Digtrict.
10 Q And what was your position at Edison McNair? 10 Q What types of things did the United Parents
11 A Food service. 11 Committee do?
12 Q Inparagraph two of your declaration you 12 A To dert the administration of the district.
13 mention that you were very active in the community. Can | 13 Q What types of things did you aert the
14 youtdl meinwhat waysyou are active in the 14 administration of the district about?
15 community? 15 A To put more attention on the services.
16 A | amamember of the San Francisco Church. And | 16 Q And when you say services, could you tell me
17 wehave agroup that isinvolved in the different 17 what types of things are included in services?
18 necessities of the community. 18 A Specia education.
19 Q Canyoutell mewhat acouple of the 19 Q Anything else?
20 necessitiesarethat the group isinvolvedin. 20 A Put more attention of the parents necessities.
21 A The necessity of education, Socia Services. 21 Q What are the parents necessities?
22 Q And canyou tel mewhat it is you mean by the 22 A That the children are prepared to go to high
23 term"Socia Services." 23 school efficiently.
24 A For example, medical services. 24 Q The United Parents Committee that we've been
25 Q In paragraph two you also mention that you have 25 talking about, isthat the same committee that you first
Page 19 Page 21
1 struggled to improve the schools of this area during the 1 identified?
2 lagt 15 years. Canyoutell mewhat areait is 2 A It'sancther committee.
3 specificaly that you are referring to in paragraph two? 3 Q What was the first committee that you
4 A To have acommittee in each school, that this 4  identified?
5 committee would be informed about the things that are 5 A Bilingual.
6 happening in the schools with reference to education. 6 Q Soyou participated in the United Parents
7 Q And can you define the scope of the community 7 Committee and a Bilingual Committee?
8 about which you are speaking in paragraph two? 8 A Yes
9 THE INTERPRETER: Could you rephrase that 9 Q Arethereany other committees that you've
10 question? | didn't understand it. 10 participated in with respect to education within the
11 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague. 11 Ravenswood Digtrict?
12 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) In paragraph two you mention | 12 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague.
13 acommunity that you were activein. And | just want to 13 THE WITNESS. No. With respect to education
14  know how you would define that community. 14 only those two committees.
15 A | amreferring to the community of East Palo 15 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) When did you begin
16 Alto. 16 participating in the United Parents Committee?
17 Q And one of the ways that you mentioned, | 17 A When? | don't know. The question you refer to
18 helieve, that you tried to improve the schoolsin your 18 ishow long ago or how long did | stay there?
19 community is by working to have a committee that will be 19 Q For about how long did you -- have you
20 informed about the happenings at the schools. Isthat 20 participated?
21 correct? 21 A About five years, four or five years.
22 A Yes 22 Q Do you il participate in the United Parents
23 Q And when you say committee, do you mean a 23 Committee?
24 committee of parents of the students who attend that 24 A Yes
25 school? 25 Q Do you recal when you first started with the
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Page 22 Page 24
1 Bilingual Committeg? 1 A About ayesr.
2 A Since my children started to, started school. 2 Q Isthe organization that is United Parents no
3 Q Inwhat year did your children start school ? 3 longer existing?
4 A | dont recall the year, but about 12, 15 4 A Wedon't use the name anymore, but we're till
5 vyears 5 active
6 Q What types of things does the Bilingual 6 Q When the committee formerly went by the name
7 Committee that you participatein do? 7 United Parents, did you meet with school administrators
8 A | think you already asked me that question. 8 aspart of your activities?
9 Q Okay. Canyou answer it anyway? 9 A Yes
10 A Thequestion iswhat kind of things? 10 Q About how often would United Parents meet with
11 Q And thisiswith respect to the Bilingual 11 school administrators?
12 Committee, not the United Parents Committee. 12 A Onceinawhile. Not always.
13 A IntheBilingua Committee, the kinds of things | 13 Q What school administrators would United Parents
14 that we participated trying to have teachersthat are 14  meet with?
15 quadlified for the job, for the bilingual job, that they 15 A With the board.
16 havethe appropriate credentials. Only that. Just 16 Q And that'sthe board of education for the
17 derting that this program be well implemented. 17 Ravenswood District?
18 Q Didyou ever meet with school administratorsin | 18 A Yes
19 connection with the Bilingual Committeg? 19 Q Any other boards that you would meet with?
20 A Yes 20 A We had meetings with Sequoia Didtrict.
21 Q How often? 21 Q If you'll turn to paragraph three of Exhibit 1
22 A Wedill meet for the last 12 years. 22 thefirst sentence says, "Only approximately 30 percent
23 Q Sointhelast 12 years you've met with school 23 of studentsin the eighth grade were prepared to begin
24 administrators in connection with the Bilingual 24 high school during the 2000/2001 school year."
25 Committee? 25 Can you tell me how you knew what percentage of
Page 23 Page 25
1 A Yesh. 1 studentswere not prepared to begin high school during
2 Q And during that time about how often would you 2 the 2000/2001 school year?
3 meet with school administrators? 3 A Could you repeat the question, please.
4 A Recently we haven't had much contact. 4 Q Sure. In paragraph number three it looksto me
5 Q When you say recently you don't have much 5 likeyou say that, "Only about 30 percent of studentsin
6 contact -- 6 the eighth grade were prepared to begin high school
7 THE INTERPRETER: | didn't get thelast part. 7 during the 2000/2001 school year." And | just want to
8 I'msorry. 8 know how it was that you were aware that that percentage
9 Q (BY MR. SSIMMONS) When you say recently weve 9 of students was not prepared -- or I'm sorry, that only
10 haven't had much contact with school administrators, was 10 30 percent were prepared?
11 there atimewhen you had more frequent contact with 11 A Because we've asked for the digtrict reports.
12 school administrators? 12 Q Andwasit from those reports that you learned
13 A Yes 13 that only 30 percent were prepared to begin high school ?
14 Q When wasthat? 14 A Yes
15 A Since my children were attending school. Now 15 Q What information was contained in those
16 my children are not attending school. 16 reports?
17 Q When your children were attending school how 17 A Theinformation on the reports told us how many
18 often would you meet with school administratorsin 18 sudentswereinthedistrict. And aso told us how
19 connection with the Bilingual Committee? 19 many students were qudified, or had the necessary
20 A We had meetings every month. 20 preparation to go to high school.
21 Q Do you meet with school administratorsin 21 THE INTERPRETER: Do you mind if | takea
22 connection with the United Parents Committee? 22 five-minute break?
23 A With the name of United Parents we're not 23 MR. SMMONS: No, not at all. Let'sdo that.
24 meeting anymore. 24 (Recess taken from 10:33 to 10:45)
25 Q When did you stop meeting as United Parents? 25 Q (BY MR. SSMMONS) When we took our break we
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Page 26

Page 28

1 weretaking about information that allowed you to 1 said that the document told you the percentage of
2 determinethat only 30 percent of studentsin the eighth 2 children that were prepared to go on to high school.
3 grade were prepared to begin high school. When you say 3 That'scorrect?
4 30 percent of studentsin the eighth grade, are you 4 MS. WELCH: Objection, mischaracterizes his
5 referring to students in the Ravenswood District? 5 testimony.
6 A Yes 6 THE WITNESS: | don't seethe difference in the
7 Q And | believe you testified that you had 7 questions.
8 information from Ravenswood that told you how many 8 Q (BY MR. SSIMMONS) Okay. I'mjusttrying -- |
9 studentswere in the district and how many students were 9 thought that earlier you said that the document told you
10 prepared to begin high school. Isthat correct? 10 what percent of children were prepared to go on to high
11 A Yes 11 school. Isthat correct, isthat what the document told
12 Q Canyou tell me how that information was 12 you?
13 presented? 13 A Yes
14 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague. 14 Q Did the document actually say that in so many
15 THE WITNESS: | said they teach usthe total 15 words?
16 number. But they are showing us how many children or 16 A No, no. We calculated the percentages
17 the percentage of children that are qualified or they 17 ourseves.
18 aresufficiently prepared. 18 Q How did you go about calculating the
19 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) Wasthisinformation provided | 19 percentages?
20 onadocument of some type? 20 A The quarntities, the amount of students.
21 A Yes, adocument. 21 Q Wasthere any other information that you used
22 Q Wasthere more than one page to it? 22 to determine the percentage of students that were
23 A Yes 23 prepared to go on to the eighth grade, or prepared to go
24 Q Do you recal about how many? 24 onto high school?
25 A | don't recall. 25 MS. WELCH: I'm going to object to the extent
Page 27 Page 29
1 Q Did the document have any title? 1 that this mischaracterizes histestimony. The
2 A Yes 2 declaration talks about the percentage that are not
3 Q Doyourecal thetitle? 3 prepared to go on to high school. That doesn't mean
4 A Ravenswood School District. 4 that necessarily the othersare. The calculation that
5 Q And that was the full title of the document? 5 hedid wasthat a certain percent were not prepared.
6 A | don'trecal. But asowe had information 6 MR. SSIMMONS: | thought that at firgt, too.
7 from Sequoia 7 But read paragraph three and tell meif that's still
8 Q Soyou had information from Ravenswood and from 8 what you think.
9 Sequoia? 9 MS. WELCH: | guess I'm confused too.
10 A Sometimes we requested information from 10 MR. SIMMONS: | read that the same, but I'll
11 Seguoia 11 ask himagain. | read that as saying 30 percent were
12 Q How isit that the document from Ravenswood 12 prepared and therefore 70 percent were not prepared.
13 showed that a certain percentage of children were 13 And| just want to try and find out how the document
14 quaified to go on to high school? 14 that helooked at allowed him to make that conclusion.
15 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague. 15 MS. WELCH: Okay.
16 THE WITNESS: | think | answered that question. 16 Q (BY MR.SIMMONS) SoI'msorry | haveto ask
17 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) Did it bresk the children 17 again, but it's your position that 30 percent, only 30
18 downintermsof particular skills? 18 percent of studentsin the eighth grade in the
19 A Yes, there were some details. 19 Ravenswood Digtrict were prepared to begin high school
20 Q Do you recall any of the details? 20 during the 2000/2001 school year?
21 A Not exactly. 21 A If you need details how we arrived at those
22 Q Do you recall anything generaly? 22 percentages | would have to see the document.
23 A 1 would like -- | would have to seethe 23 MS. WELCH: And also it doesn't talk about --
24 document. 24 paragraph three doesn't say inthe district. It just
25 Q Okay. With respect to -- strike that. You 25 saysonly approximately 30 percent of the studentsin
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Page 30

Page 32

1 theeighth grade. Soit'sunclear to meif he'stalking 1 A | speak with teachers.
2 about - 2 Q And did those teacherstell you specifically
3 MR. SIMMONS: [I'll ask him, but | think earlier 3 that that was the percentage of teacher turnover in
4 hesaid that it was Ravenswood that he was referring to. 4 Ravenswood?
5 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) The studentsthat you are 5 A Yes
6 referring to in paragraph three, are those studentsin 6 Q Isthere any other way, other than your
7 the Ravenswood Didtrict? 7 communications with teachers, that you know the teacher
8 A Yes 8 turnover ratein Ravenswood?
9 Q Arethose students dso students in the Sequoia 9 A No. Only I'min contact with some of them.
10 Digtrict? 10 Q And canyou tell me why, in your opinion, the
11 A No, no, no. 11 high turnover rate at Ravenswood District wasin part
12 Q Just Ravenswood? 12 responsble for only 30 percent of studentsin the
13 A Yeah. Justto clarify, we requested the 13 eighth grade in Ravenswood District were prepared to
14 reports from the Sequoia District. And they also sent 14 begin high school during the 2000/2001 school year?
15 usinformation from the Ravenswood District. 15 MS. WELCH: Objection, callsfor expert
16 Q So you requested information from Sequoia, but 16 testimony.
17 they dso gave you information for Ravenswood? 17 MS. WELCH: Callsfor speculation as well.
18 A Yes 18 THE WITNESS: | can only say when ateacher is
19 Q Now just to make sure in paragraph three, the 19 doing agood job the following year he's gone or he
20 sudentsin the eighth grade that you are referring to, 20 leavesfor some reason, the children fal back.
21 arethose students from the Ravenswood Didtrict, the 21 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) Are there specific teachers
22 SeguoiaDidtrict, or both? 22 that you havein mind?
23 A Only from Ravenswood. 23 A No. These arereports or commentaries from the
24 Q Thank you. I'msorry. Thisisworse than the 24  sameteachers.
25 dentist. 25 Q If you'l look at paragraph four you say that,
Page 31 Page 33
1 And just to make sure, as you Sit here today 1 "A significant percentage of the teachers do not have
2 you can't recall just off the top of your head how it 2 thenecessary credentials." Doesthat refer to teachers
3 wasthat you determined 30 percent of the studentsin 3 inthe Ravenswood District, Sequoia District, or both?
4 the eighth grade were prepared to begin high school 4 A I'mreferring to Ravenswood.
5 during the 2000/2001 school year? 5 Q And can you tell mewhat you consider to be the
6 MS. WELCH: Objection, asked and answered. And 6 necessary credentials?
7 | think his response has been that he would have to look 7 A Especidly for abilingua program.
8 &t the documents. 8 Q And do you have an understanding as to what the
9 THEWITNESS: Yes. 9 necessary credentials are for abilingual teacher?
10 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) In the second sentence of 10 MS. WELCH: Objection, callsfor alegd
11 paragraph three you say one of the main reasons that 11 concluson. What was the question?
12 only 30 percent of studentsin the eighth grade were 12 MR. SSIMMONS: I'll try and ask it another way.
13 prepared to begin high school during the 2000/2001 13 Q (BY MR.SIMMONYS) Inthat first sentence of
14 school year wasin part because of the high turnover of 14 paragraph four you say that a significant percentage of
15 teachers. 15 teachersdon't have the necessary credentials. And |
16 A Yes, that's one of the reasons. 16 just want to know in that sentence what did you mean by
17 Q Andthen | think you identify a percentage of 17 the necessary credentials?
18 about 30 to 40 percent, or that there was a 30 to 40 18 MS. WELCH: Objection, asked and answered.
19 percent teacher turnover rate. 19 THE WITNESS: Credentids, I'm saying that they
20 A Yes 20 arenot sufficiently prepared for the job.
21 Q Doesthat turnover rate refer to Ravenswood, 21 Q (BY MR.SIMMONS) So what you mean by that
22 Sequoiaor both? 22 first sentence in paragraph four isthat a significant
23 A Ravenswood. 23 percentage of teachers are not sufficiently prepared?
24 Q And can you tell me how you knew the turnover 24 MS. WELCH: Objection, mischaracterizes his
25 rate for teachersin Ravenswood District? 25 testimony.
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1 THE WITNESS: | did not understand the question 1 tobeinabilingua program, they tell us we have so
2 correctly. 2 many bilingual teachers, and then we have so many
3 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) Inyour opinionwhat is 3 studentsthat they need this program, bilingual program,
4 necessary to have a sufficiently prepared teacher? 4 and arrive at the conclusion that there aren't enough
5 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague, calls for expert 5 teacherswith credentials to have an efficient program.
6 testimony. 6 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) So the conclusion about the
7 THE WITNESS: | think he hasto have the 7 number of sufficiently-qualified teachersis based on
8 preparation and the credentials for this, for the 8 information that you received from directors and
9 position that this teacher is assigned to. 9 administratorsin the school district?
10 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) And do you have any personad | 10 A Yes
11 knowledge asto what particular credentials are 11 Q And it sounded to me from your previous answer
12 necessary? 12 that that wasinformation that was provided by the
13 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague, calsfor alegal 13 directors and administrators verbally?
14 conclusion. 14 A Yes
15 THE WITNESS: Okay. | don't recall what kinds 15 Q Wasthat information ever provided in writing?
16 of credentials these teachers should have, but we know, 16 A Sometimes, yes.
17 we know that there are not enough teachers qualified to 17 Q Do you recall how that information was provided
18 givean effective service. 18 inwriting?
19 Q (BY MR.SIMMONS) And when you say wein that 19 A How?
20 answer, who are you referring to? 20 Q Wasthisinformation with respect to
21 A The parents committee. 21 credentiaded teachers provided in the same documents
22 Q And can you tell me how it is the members of 22 from which you concluded that only 30 percent of
23 the parents committee know that there aren't a 23 sudentsin the Ravenswood District were prepared for
24 sufficient number of credentialed and qualified 24 high schoal in the 2000/2001 school year?
25 teachers? 25 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague.
Page 35 Page 37
1 MS. WELCH: Objection, callsfor speculation. 1 THE WITNESS: Okay. Lately we haven't had that
2 THE WITNESS: | don't know what is the purpose 2 information. But we are always asking questions
3 of your question. | didn't quite understand what you 3 concerning how are the programs, bilingual programs
4 aretryingto ask me. 4 going, and the necessities of the students.
5 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) Okay. | think that you said 5 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) Other than the things that
6 inapreviousanswer that we, meaning the parents 6 youve mentioned aready, isthere any other information
7 committee, knows that there aren't a sufficient number 7 onwhich you base the opinion that Ravenswood doesn't
8 of qualified and credentialed teachers. And | just want 8 have enough sufficiently-quaified teachers?
9 tofind out how the parents committee knows that? 9 A Isthisadditiona information you need?
10 A Werequest reportsto certain people, of people 10 Q If thereis other information than you've
11 from the administration or the teachers. 11 aready told me abouit.
12 Q Canyouthink of any specific report from the 12 A The other information comes from the parents
13 administration or the teachers that would inform the 13 themselves, which they think that we don't have a
14 basisof the parents committee's conclusion that there 14 program bilingual that has been correctly implemented.
15 isnot asufficient number of credentialed and qualified 15 Q Sothat'sinformation that you received through
16 teachers? 16 conversations with other parents?
17 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague, cdlsfor 17 A Conversations.
18 gspeculation. 18 Q Inparagraph four you mentioned that there are
19 THE WITNESS: Okay. We have talked to the 19 not enough teachers who speak Spanish. Are you
20 director or some of the administrators asking questions 20 referring to teachers within the Ravenswood District?
21 how many students, how many students are in each school 21 A Yes
22 that | believe arelimited. How many, and they would 22 Q Any other digtricts?
23 arrive a aconclusion that they do not have the 23 A I'monly focused on thisdigtrict. But | have
24 necessary teachers. When they tell us the amount of 24 heard commentaries also from Sequoia.
25 children or students in each school and that they need 25 Q Inthe next sentence you say, in paragraph
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1 four, "There are only atotal of 20 to 30 percent of 1 information to the school.
2 hilingual teachers." Does that mean that 20 to 30 2 Q And when you asked the school for this
3 percent of the teachersin Ravenswood District are 3 information, did the school eventually provideit to
4 hilingua? 4 you?
5 MS. WELCH: And thisiswherethereisa 5 A With reference to the students only.
6 problem with the English trandation. 6 Q Didthedigtrict provide you with information
7 MR. SSIMMONS: I'm sorry, | forgot. 7 regarding the percentage of bilingual teachers?
8 Q (BY MR. SIMMONY) Isthat 20 or 30 teachers 8 A Sometimes.
9 total or 20 or 30 percent of teachers? 9 Q How did they provide that information to you?
10 A Yeah, | think it's 20 to 30 percent. 10 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague.
11 MS. WELCH: So maybe thereis a problem with 11 THE WITNESS: | believe you made that question
12 the Spanish version. 12 already, you asked methat question. | said writing, it
13 MR. SSIMMONS: Okay. No. | mean | see what you 13 wasawritten report.
14 aresaying. 14 Q (BY MR.SIMMONS) So the report about the
15 MS. WELCH: Aslong as-- we should get clear 15 percentage of bilingual teachers, was that the same
16 testimony from him. 16 report asthe one that mentioned that there were only 30
17 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) Whenyousay 20to 30 percent | 17 percent of studentsin the eighth grade prepared to
18 of theteachersin Ravenswood are bilingual, are you 18 begin high school, or was that a different report?
19 justincluding teachers who can speak Spanishin 19 A | think they were different.
20 addition to English, or who can teach other languages? 20 Q (BY MR.SIMMONS) In paragraph four you aso
21 A | believeit could be bilingual English Spanish 21 say that there are 8,000 studentsin the district. How
22 and other languages. 22 did you know that information when you signed your
23 Q Okay. In paragraph four you mention that 70 23 declaration?
24 percent of studentsin the district are Hispanic. Can 24 A Thereportswereceived. And I'm confirming
25 you tell me how you know what percentage of studentsin 25 that thisis only approximate.
Page 39 Page 41
1 thedidtrict are Hispanic? 1 Q Inthelast sentence of paragraph four you say
2 A Okay. We know through statistics, the census. 2 that you are not sure how many teachersin Edison McNair
3 Q Did you seethisinformation that you are 3 arehilingual, but you also say there are not enough
4 referringtoin areport? 4 teachersto provide the basic necessitiesto the
5 A Yes 5 students. At thetime you signed your declaration did
6 Q Do you know who prepared that report? 6 you have aparticular number of teachersthat you
7 A | think we had a county census. 7 thought were required in addition to what already
8 Q Would you still have a copy of that report? 8 exiged?
9 A Posshly | haveit a home. 9 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague.
10 Q And when we were speaking about the report from | 10 THE WITNESS: Okay. Restate the question.
11 thedigtrict earlier would you have a copy of that 11 (Record read)
12 report too? 12 A Thiscurrent year I'm not sure.
13 A For the census, you mean? 13 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) In paragraph five you say
14 Q Earlier when we were talking about the 14 that the administration does not speak Spanish. Who do
15 percentage of students prepared to go on to high schooal, 15 you -- what persons do you include in the term
16 | think you mentioned that there was some documentation | 16 “administration"?
17 onwhich you based your conclusion about how many 17 A Thedirector, the people that work around him
18 studentswere prepared to go on to high school. 18 or with him.
19 A Yeah. | bdievethereisadocument. 19 Q Anyonedse?
20 Q Do you personally have a copy of that document? 20 A Teschers.
21 A I dontrecal. | believel do. 21 MS. WELCH: When you trandate "director", does
22 Q Did the censusreport that you referred to, did 22 that mean "principa".
23 that dsotell you what percentage of teachersin 23 MR. SSIMMONS: Thank you.
24 Ravenswood were bilingual ? 24 THEWITNESS: Yes, the principal.
25 A Not necessarily, because we asked that 25 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) Were you working at Edison
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1 McNair when you signed this declaration, or were you 1 education.
2 employed by Edison McNair at the time you signed this 2 A Okay. Thequestionis-- I'm sorry.
3 declaration? 3 Q Inwhat way would you, in what way or ways
4 A Yes, last year. 4 would you want the administration to include parentsin
5 Q Andwhen you refer to administration in 5 dgudents education?
6 paragraph five are you referring to the administration 6 A That they are notified of the meetingsto
7 of Edison McNair or of also the district? 7 advisethem of what is going on at the school.
8 A Edison, Edison McNair. 8 Q Arethere any other ways that you would like
9 Q Who wasthe principa of Edison McNair when you 9 theadminigration to include parentsin the students
10 signed your declaration? 10 education?
11 A Ms. Saersen. 11 A Would have contact with the teachers
12 MR. SIMMONS: Do you know how to spell that? 12 continualy, continuoudly.
13 MS. WELCH: S-E-I-E-R-S-E-N. 13 Q Any other ways that you would want the
14 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) And do you know if 14 adminigtration to include parentsin the students
15 Ms. Seiersen could speak Spanish? 15 education at Edison McNair?
16 A No. 16 A They need to have a parents committee that
17 MS. WELCH: No, you don't know, or no, she 17 represent the parents. And that the committeeis
18 couldn't. 18 sufficiently prepared concerning the system and the plan
19 THE WITNESS: No, she doesn't know Spanish. 19 they have at school.
20 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) Do you know how long 20 Q Inaddition to the ways that you've already
21 Ms. Sdiersen had been principal at Edison McNair? 21 identified, are there any other ways that you want the
22 A | think two years. 22 adminigration to include parents in the students
23 Q You mentioned that within the term 23 education?
24 administration you also included people that worked 24 A Including the calendar of each student so that
25 around the principal. 25 the parents know where the children are and how can they
Page 43 Page 45
1 A Yes, the onesthat work in the office. 1 help them.
2 Q Of those individuals do you know whether any of 2 Q When you refer to acalendar, could you
3 them spoke Spanish? 3 describe in more detail what that calendar would consist
4 A Only one or two people. 4 of?
5 Q Do you recal their names? 5 A Concerning the childrens activities, the work
6 A There nameswere Diane and Ms. Pulga, Diane 6 they are doing each day, each week, each month.
7 Pulga 7 Q Now in addition to the ways that you've aready
8 Q And do you recall any other individuas names 8 tedified to, are there other ways that you would want
9 who could speak Spanish that worked with the director or 9 theadministration to include parentsin the students
10 principa? 10 education?
11 A | dont recall the name, but they had another 11 A | think the administration should work in
12 person. Thiswaslast year. And thisyear thereis 12 building confidence with the parents.
13 only one. 13 Q When you say confidence with parents, what
14 Q IsMs. Sdersen till the principal? 14 confidence are you referring to or confidence about
15 A Yes 15 what?
16 Q And then you mentioned that you included 16 A So that the parents are active and involved in
17 teachers as part of the administration. Do you know 17 the school.
18 about how many teachers at Edison McNair spoke Spanish | 18 Q You mentioned that you wanted the
19 at thetimeyou signed your declaration? 19 administration to notify parents of meetings. Did you
20 A | don't recall how many teachers. 20 have particular meetings in mind that you wanted, that
21 Q Do you know how many teachers at Edison McNair | 21 you thought parents ought to be notified of ?
22 currently speak Spanish? 22 A The quedtion iswhat?
23 A No, | don't know now. 23 Q You mentioned that there were meetings that you
24 Q In paragraph five you mention that the 24  fdt the administration should notify parents of. What
25 administration does not include parents in the students 25 particular meetings do you think that the administration
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1 should notify parents of ? 1 Q Wasthere a School Psych Council while your
2 A The purpose of these meetings would be so that 2 daughter attended Edison McNair?
3 parents could have a clear understanding and knowledge | 3 A Yes
4 of what the school is doing for the children. 4 Q What individuals made up this School Psych
5 Q So when you say to be notified of meetings, you 5 Council, if you know?
6 arereferring to meetings that the school doesn't 6 A They had some parents and workers and some
7 currently have? 7 teachers.
8 A Thispresent year | haven't been well informed, 8 Q Did you particpate in the School Psych Council ?
9 because I'm not quite active, because my daughter is not 9 A Yes
10 thereanymore. But | cantell you about last year, 10 Q Did the School Psych Council have regular
11 because| wasin better contact with the parents and 11 meetings while you were a member?
12 with some of the administrators. 12 A When my daughter attended there were afew
13 For example, last year, there was not a genera 13 mestings.
14 meeting in the whole year at McNair. 14 Q When you say afew meetings, could you estimate
15 Q Did McNair hold an open house at any time? 15 anumber of meetings that occurred while your daughter
16 A Yes, sometimes. 16 attended, just with respect to the School Psych Council ?
17 Q Did you have any conferences with teachers of 17 A Approximately six, seven ayear.
18 your children that attended McNair? 18 Q What kind of things were discussed at the
19 A Yes 19 School Psych Council meetings?
20 Q How many children of yours attended Edison 20 A The servicesthat the school were providing.
21 McNair? 21 Q Werethere particular services discussed at the
22 A Last year they had 480, approximately. 22  meetings?
23 Q But just your own children. Did any of your 23 A Programs.
24 children attend Edison McNair last year? 24 Q What kinds of programs?
25 A No. 25 A Certain program about extras, after school.
Page 47 Page 49
1 Q Haveany of your children ever attended Edison 1 MS. WELCH: Extracurricular?
2 McNar? 2 THE WITNESS: No, programs after schoal.
3 A My daughter was there. 3 MS. WELCH: | see, after school. All right.
4 Q Inwhat yearsdid your daughter attend Edison 4 Q (BY MR. SMMONS) Would those programs include
5 McNar? 5 tutoring program?
6 A From fourth grade until seventh grade -- eighth 6 A Sometimes. Not always.
7 grade. 7 Q Did you discuss any other types of things than
8 Q And during those grades did you ever meet with 8 theafter school program during the school psych
9 your daughter's teachers? 9 meetings, School Psych Council meetings?
10 A Yes 10 A Some conferences with services from the city.
11 Q About how often? 11 Q And did you ever discuss the provision of basic
12 A Two to three times a year with the teachers. 12 educationa supplies during your School Psych Council
13 Q Do you know whether there was a Partent 13 meetings?
14 Teachers Association during the yearsthat your daughter 14 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague.
15 attended Edison McNair? 15 THE WITNESS: | didn't understand very well
16 A Association? | don't understand the question. 16 your question.
17 Q Haveyou ever heard of the PTA or the Partent 17 Q (BY MR.SIMMONS) Okay. Did you ever discuss
18 Teachers Association? 18 providing papers and pens and pencils to students at
19 A | wasn't aware. 19 Edison McNair, did you have those kinds of discussions
20 Q Haveyou ever heard the term School Psych 20 at the School Psych Council meetings?
21 Council? 21 A | don' recall.
22 A Yes 22 Q Do you recall about how many people would
23 Q Isthere a School Psych Council a Edison 23 attend a School Psych Council meeting generally?
24 McNair? 24 A Veryfew. Four, five, six parents.
25 A Yeah 25 THE INTERPRETER: Could we get another little
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1 brek? 1 A | didn't understand that question.
2 " MR. SIMMONS: Sure. 2 Q Okay. | think onething that you can recall
3 (Recess taken from 11:45 to 12:00) 3 receiving from the school isreport cards. Did you
4 Q (BY MR. SIMMONS) Oneof thethingsin 4 receive any other communications in writing from the
5 paragraph five that you mentioned isthereis no parent 5 school while your daughter attended there?
6 committee at Edison McNair. How isthe parent committee | 6 A Veylittle.
7 that you would want there to be at Edison McNair 7 Q Do you recall any of the types of information
8 different from the School Psych Council that we were 8 that you would receive from the school ?
9 discussing? 9 A Sometimes if there was a problem.
10 A Bilingua Committee. 10 Q What kind of problem?
11 Q By Bilingual Committee, do you mean a committee 11 A Behavior problems, discipline problems.
12 that focuses on bilingua education or something else? 12 Q Any other types of information you remember
13 A Bilingual education. 13 receiving from the school ?
14 Q Arethere any other aspects of the parent 14 A | don't recall.
15 committee that you would want at Edison McNair that are 15 Q Wecanturnto the next page at paragraph six.
16 different from the School Psych Council? 16 It says, "Several teachers have complained that they do
17 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague. 17 not have the necessary material to teach students who
18 THE WITNESS: | don't know if | understood 18 need help learning English.”
19 correctly, if there should be a different committee 19 Can you recall any specific teachers who voiced
20 apart fromthistoo? 20 that complaint?
21 Q (BY MR.SIMMONS) Yeah. | wasgoing to say 21 A No, | don't recall names.
22 when you referred to parent committee in paragraph five, 22 Q Do you recall about how many teachers voiced
23 areyou referring to a committee that does more than 23 that complaint?
24 just - or focuses on more than just bilingual 24 A Not many. Two or three.
25 education? 25 Q And do you recal what materia they didn't
Page 51 Page 53
1 A | think the bilingual program should be focused 1 havethat they felt they needed?
2 onthebilingual programs. 2 A Materiaslike books.
3 Q And so the parent committee that you speak 3 Q Werethere specific books that the teachers
4 about in paragraph five, is that the committee that you 4 mentioned?
5 want to be focused on bilingual education? 5 A The teachers mentioned math and other
6 A Referring to the Bilingual Committee | think it 6 materias.
7 should be specifically for the bilingual program. 7 Q Themath materialsthat you just referred to,
8 Q While your daughter attended Edison McNair did 8 werethose materialsthat were needed for bilingual
9 you ever recelve newdetters from the school ? 9 education, or for education in genera?
10 A You mean letters? What kind of letters or 10 A Educationin generdl.
11 newdetters? 11 Q Do yourecal any materias necessary -- strike
12 Q Things, did you ever receive written 12 that. Sorry. Do you recal any specific materials
13 communications from Edison McNair that informed you 13 related to bilingual education that teachers complained
14 about the activities of the school? 14 that they didn't have?
15 A Yes, | received the information, written 15 A Wadll, they talked about books, bilingual,
16 information with reference to the grades. 16 bilingual books.
17 Q Areyou referring to areport card? 17 Q Do you remember any specific materias or just
18 A Yes 18 generaly that it was bilingual books?
19 Q Did you receive any other types of 19 A Ingenerd.
20 communications from the school while your daughter 20 Q If youlook at the second sentence of paragraph
21 atended Edison McNair? 21 sixitsays, "I have aso heard that there are not
22 A Not much information. 22 enough textbooksin several classes and that students
23 Q Do you recal any information, receiving any 23 haveto share textbooks."
24 information from the school while your daughter attended | 24 Do you recall who you heard this from?
25 there? 25 A From some teachers and parents.
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1 Q Do yourecal the names of any teacherswho 1 Q And thelast sentence in paragraph six you say
2 sadthat they didn't have enough textbooks for their 2 that, "Theteachers also say that they have to make
3 class? 3 photocopies because there is a shortage of textbooks."
4 A No. 4 Do you recall any specific teachers who voiced
5 Q Doyourecdl any, or do you recall the names 5 tha complaint?
6 of any parents who mentioned this problem with 6 A The question is how many teachers?
7 textbooks? 7 Q Orif herecdlsany teachers specifically.
8 A For example, Mr. Lopez. 8 A | don't recall names.
9 Q Do you recall any other parents? 9 Q Do you remember about how many teachers voiced
10 A No, | don't recall names. 10 thiscomplaint?
11 Q What do you recall Mr. Lopez telling you about | 11 A | had contact with two or three only.
12 textbooks? 12 Q Do you recal whether these teachers were men
13 A Thequegtionishow? 13 or women?
14 Q Orjust what specificaly did he tell you about 14 A Women.
15 textbooks at Edison McNair. 15 Q Each of the two or three were women?
16 A Wall, he mentioned about materials only. 16 A | had contact with two men teachers.
17 Q Did he mention any specific classesthat he 17 Q And these two men, two male teachers voiced
18 felt werelacking materias? 18 complaints about having to make photocopies?
19 A No. 19 A Yesh.
20 Q And how do you know Mr. Lopez? 20 Q And doesthat -- was there about one woman
21 A He'spart of the committee. 21 teacher who voiced complaints about having to make
22 Q The School Psych Council or adifferent -- 22 photocopies?
23 A Bilingual Committee. 23 A Thereweretwo, two or three. | don't recall.
24 Q How many individuals are on the Bilingua 24 Q Okay. Do you recall any of these occasions
25 Committeg? 25 with any specificity?
Page 55 Page 57
1 A Right now it's him and myself. 1 A 1 don't understand the question.
2 Q Have there been other members of the Bilingual 2 Q Doyou recal that any of these individuals
3 Committee? 3 told you on these occasions that you mentioned a
4 A Yes, other members, but right now they are not 4 complaint about photocopies?
5 active 5 A You are asking about names or --
6 Q Do you recall the number of people that have 6 Q Jugt, well, it's my understanding that you
7 participated in the Bilingual Committee in the past? 7 can't recall the names of these teachers. That'sright?
8 A Mrs. Hubera, Mr. Monje, Mrs. Monje, Mr. David | 8 A Yes
9 Martinez. | don' recall other names, but there are 9 Q I just want to know if you can remember any of
10 more people. 10 your conversations with any of these individuals, not
11 Q Canyou recall generally about how many more 11 withstanding that you can't recall their name.
12 peoplethere were that participated on the Bilingua 12 A 1 dont quite -- still don't understand the
13 Committee? 13 question.
14 A Fiveor six people. 14 Q Okay. I'msorry. Do you recall, for example,
15 Q If we could turn back to paragraph six, where 15 do you recall specifically what textbook that any of
16 you say that there are not enough textbooksin several 16 theseteachers had to make photocopies for?
17 classes, and that students have to share textbooks, can 17 A No, | don't recall what kind of material.
18 you recall which classes there were and which students | 18 Q Do you recall how many, did the teachers say
19 didn't have enough textbooks? 19 how many photocopies they had to make?
20 A | don't recdll that, which classes or how many 20 A For their class?
21 sudents. 21 Q Fortheentireclassor --
22 Q Do you not recall the number of classes? 22 A Yes
23 A At the school? 23 Q Canyou tell mewhat the Peninsula I nterfaith
24 Q Yes 24 Actionis?
25 A I'm not sure how many classes. 25 A It'san organization.
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1 Q Areyouamember of that organization? 1 gpecifically Edison McNair.
2 A Yes 2 Q When you say in genera do you mean
3 Q How many members are there, if you know? 3 digtrictwide or do you mean even broader than that?
4 A Thereare 26 churches. 4 A They were specifically to Ravenswood.
5 Q Arethese churches from the East Palo Alto 5 Q And do you recal the specific things the
6 aea? 6 parentsinformed the consultants were needed within
7 A Not only East Palo Alto. 7 Ravenswood?
8 Q What other areas? 8 A They were avariety of things. Some of them
9 A It'sfor theBay Area. | dontrecal, | don't 9 spoke about the food, others talked about they didn't
10 recall what'sthe carriage of this organization. 10 have enough information from the school, from the
11 Q How long have you been amember of the 11 adminigtration. Others spoke about the necessity for
12 Peninsulalnterfaith Action? 12 these committees from the district level, active
13 A Tenyears. 13 committees-- let me see, what else? Okay.
14 Q And does this organization engage in school 14 In general they spoke about the education, the
15 reform efforts? 15 standard wastoo low in this district.
16 A Yes 16 Q And when you say the educational standard, can
17 Q Inwhat ways does the organization try and 17 you tell me what you mean by that?
18 achievereformin schools? 18 A  When we spoke about the percentages was too
19 A Okay. We have been to Sacramento to ask for 19 low, qudlified to attend the high school.
20 moremoney. We worked with parentsto support themso | 20 Q You mentioned that problems with the food were
21 they can be more involved with the schools. 21 voiced at the meeting with the state consultants. Do
22 Q Doesthe Peninsula Interfaith Action focus on 22 you recall any specific complaints about the food that
23 bilingua education? 23 were mentioned at the meeting?
24 A Ingenerdl. 24 A Yes. Some said that the food was very bad, and
25 Q You mentioned that in paragraph seven, that 25 that sometimesit was spoiled.
Page 59 Page 61
1 "State consultants came to speak with the group about 1 Q Did you voice that complaint personally?
2 theschools" 2 A No. Thiswasthe group.
3 A Yes 3 Q You mentioned that you worked in food services
4 Q When did that occur? 4 a Edison McNair; isthat right?
5 A | thinkit waslast year. | don't recal the 5 A Yes
6 date 6 Q Andyou'veworked at three other schoolsin the
7 Q Where did the meeting take place? 7 Ravenswood Didtrict; isthat right?
8 A Brentwood. 8 A Yes
9 Q Wasthat Brentwood or Brightwood? 9 Q Did you work in food servicesin those other
10 A Brentwood School. 10 schoolsaswell?
11 Q Werethe state consultants with any particular 11 A Yes
12 organization? 12 Q Werethere any occasions that you can recall
13 A | don't understand the question. 13 where students at any of those schools were served food
14 Q Okay. When you say state consultantsin 14 that was spoiled?
15 paragraph seven, do you mean that these peopleworked | 15 A Thegroup which | work with, there has never
16 for the state? 16 beenacomplaint likethat. But others say that they
17 A | did not understand if they worked for the 17 don't like the food.
18 dateor if they are employees of the state. They told 18 Q When you say others, who are you referring to?
19 usthey were consultants that were sent by the state. 19 A Students.
20 Q Did they say why they were sent by the state? 20 Q Andwhen you say that the students voice
21 A Because of dl the parents complaints. 21 complaints about the food, did they ever make these
22 Q Inparagraph seven you say, "During the meeting | 22 complaintsto you while you were working at any of the
23 parentsinformed the consultants of what is needed.” 23 schools within the Ravenswood District?
24 Doesthat refer to what is needed at Edison McNair? 24 A  When I'm referring to the food 1'm not
25 A They werereferring in general, and also 25 referring to the whole food. But some type of food they
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1 don'tlike. | don't know of a specific case that the 1 (Whereupon, Exhibit Nos. 2 - 6
2 parents have complained to the district, personally when 2 were marked for identification.)
3 I'veworked when | wasworking at these schools. | have 3 Q (BY MR. SSIMMONS) Mr. Avdar, do you see that
4 not heard that a parent has complained about the food 4 we provided documents to you that are marked as Exhibits
5 wherel work. But the other schools | have heard, yes. 5 2through 6. Could you look through those documents and
6 Q In paragraph seven you mention that the 6 tdl meif you recognize them?
7 consultants who you met with the Peninsula I nterfaith 7 A Yes
8 Action never told you what they were going to do to 8 Q What is Exhibit 2?
9 remedy the conditions that you told them about at the 9 A The participation of my daughter in school.
10 meeting. Have you ever received any communication from | 10 Q And you brought that document in response to
11 these consultants since the time of the meeting? 11 the deposition notice and document request that we gave
12 A Wereceived adocument, but it was not very 12 toyou?
13 gpecific. It was not something satisfactory. 13 A | don't understand the question.
14 Q Do you recall how many pages the document was? 14 Q Okay. Can you identify what Exhibit No. 3is?
15 A I don'trecal. Well, about four, four or five 15 A Yes
16 pages. 16 Q What isthat document?
17 Q Do yourecal any of the things that the 17 A Thereport of Elina Avdar.
18 document said? 18 Q And how about Exhibit No. 4?
19 A No, | don't recall. 19 A ThisisAlonzo Avelar.
20 Q Isthat the only communication you can recdl 20 Q Canyou tel mewhat that document is?
21 receiving from the consultants? 21 A It'sareport also.
22 A Yes 22 Q And what isthe report for?
23 Q The communication that you did receive, was 23 A Toinform me of the grades.
24  that addressed to you in particular, or was that 24 Q And what isthe student's name?
25 something that was addressed to the Peninsula Interfaith 25 A Alonzo Avédar.
Page 63 Page 65
1 Action? 1 Q And isthat one of your children?
2 A Thisinformation | received from the director 2 A Yes
3 of programsfrom the district, Mike, Dr. Mike something. 3 Q And can you turn to the next exhibit, and
4 Q Sotheinformation that we've been discussing 4 that's Exhibit 67
5 you received from someone at the district? 5 A Uh-huh (Affirmative).
6 A Yes 6 Q And can you tell me what that document is?
7 Q Did that person tell you that that was 7 A Report of ElinaAvélar.
8 information that came from the consultants? 8 Q Canyoulook a Exhibit No. 5, and can you tell
9 A Yes 9 mewhat that document is?
10 Q Didyou ask for that information specifically? 10 A Report card for Alonzo Avelar.
11 A Yes Weasked several times and finally we got 11 Q And are these documents, Exhibits 2 through 6,
12 it 12 arethose copies of the documents that you brought here
13 Q When wasthe last time that you asked for 13 for ustoday?
14 information concerning the meeting that you had withthe | 14 A Yes
15 state consultants? 15 Q Do you see any inaccuraciesin the copy that
16 A | think it was when we had this meeting with 16 was made of those documents?
17 Dr. Mike. 17 A No.
18 Q Do you know about how long ago that was? 18 MR. SIMMONS: Shall we do the stipulation?
19 A | think it was at the beginning of the school 19 MS. WELCH: Sure.
20 yesar. 20 MR. SIMMONS: Counsel, may we stipulate that
21 Q And does that mean the 2000/2001 school year? 21 copies of documents attached to the deposition may be
22 A Yes 22 used asoriginals?
23 MR. SIMMONS: Can we go off the record? 23 MS. WELCH: Yes.
24 (Recess taken from 12:35 to 1:08) 24 MR. SSIMMONS: May we stipulate that the
25 1 25 origina of this deposition be signed under penalty of
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Page 66

Page 68

1 peijury, that the origina be delivered to the office of 1 STATEOFCALIFORNIA )
2 Morrisson and Foerster in San Francisco? 2 ) ss
3 MS. WELCH: Yes. 3 COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO)
4 MR. SSIMMONS: Addressed to LeeciaWelch? 4 | do hereby certify that the witnessin the
5 MS. WELCH: Yes. 5 foregoing deposition was duly sworn to testify the
6 MR. SSMMONS: That the reporter isrelieved of 6 truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth in the
7 liability for the original of the deposition. That the 7 within-entitled cause; that said deposition was taken at
8 witnesswill have 30 days from the date of the court 8 thetime and place herein named; that the deposition is
9 reporter'stransmittal to Ms. Welch to sign and correct 9 atruerecord of the witnesss testimony as reported by
10 thedeposition, and that Ms. Welch will notify all 10 me, aduly Certified Shorthand Reporter and a
11 partiesinwriting of any changesin the deposition. 11 disinterested person, and was thereafter transcribed
12 Andif if there are no such changes communicated or 12 into typewriting by computer.
13 dgnature within that time that any unsigned and 13 | further certify that | am not interested in
14 uncorrected copy may be used for all purposes asif 14 the outcome of the said action, nor connected with, nor
15 signed and corrected? 15 related to any of the partiesin said action, nor to
16 MS. WELCH: Yes. 16 their respective counsdl.
17 MR. SSIMMONS: All right. That'sit. 17 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my
18 (Whereupon, the deposition adjourned at 1:13 p.m.) | 18 hand this 31st day of January, 2002.
19 19
20 20
21 21 DIANE M. WINTER, CSR No. 3186
22 22 CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTER
23 23
24 24
25 25
Page 67
1 CERTIFICATE OF WITNESS
2
3
4 I, the undersigned, declare under penalty of
5 perjury that | have read the foregoing transcript, and |
6 have made any corrections, additions, or deletions that
7 1 wasdesirous of making, that the foregoing isatrue
8 and correct transcript of my testimony contained
9 therein.
10
11
12
13
14 EXECUTED THIS day of ,
15 2002, at
16
17
18
19
20
21 Signature of Witness
22
23
24
25
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