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1 APPEARANCES 1 Los Angdles, California, Monday, August 20, 2001
% For Plaintifs 2 9:53am. - 11:.59 am.
4 ACLU FOUNDATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 3
BY: CATHERINE E. LHAMON 4 BICHNGOC CAO,
> Attorney a Law 5 having been first duly sworn, was examined and testified
1616 Beverly Boulevard 6 foll .
6 Los Angeles, Cdlifornia 90026-5752 asfollows.
(213) 977-9500 X225 7
7 8 EXAMINATION
o For Defendant State of California: 9 BY MS.VANSE:
OMELVENY & MYERS LLP 10 Q Good morning, Ms. Cao. I'm Jennifer Vanse.
9 BY: JENNIFER VANSE 11 I'man attorney with the State of California. And
0 ﬁgo"fsno?’m }?HLO%Z Sredt 12 before we begin, I'm just going to go over some ground
Los Angeles, Cdlifornia 90071-2899 13 rulesfor the depOSItI on. .
1 (213) 430-6269 14 Have you ever had your deposition taken before?
12 Also Present: 15 A No.
ﬁ JEAN SHIN 16 Q Wha weregoing to be doing here today, I'm
15 17 goingto ask you a series of questions about your
16 18 declaration in the lawsuit, and you're going to give me
17 19 the answersto the extent that you can.
18 20 Because your testimony will be given under
20 21 oath, it will have the same force and effect asif you
21 22 weretestifying in acourt of law. So even though were
g 23 inamoreinformal setting, you might want to keep that
Y 24 inmind. Do you understand that?
25 25 A Yes
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Page 6 Pege 8
1 Q Our reporter is going to be recording both my 1 A No.
2 guestions and your answers into a booklet that you're 2 Q Isthere any reason why you might be unable to
3 going to have an opportunity to review later. Andwhen | 3 testify and give your best testimony today?
4 | ask questions, it'simportant that you verbalize your 4 A No.
5 answers, either yes or no, rather than just gestures or 5 Q Have you recently consumed any medication,
6 nodding your head. Do you understand that? 6 dcohal or other substance which would cloud your mind
7 A Yes ‘ 7 or interfere with your ability to understand or respond
8 Q It'sasoimportant that neither one of ustry 8 toquestions?
9 and spesk over each other. Soiif at all possible, | 9 A No.
10 think we should both try to remember to let the other 10 MS. VANSE: Canwe go off the record for a second.
11 person finish before beginning aquestion or ananswer. | 11 (Discussion off the record.)
12 Do you understand that? 12 BY MS. VANSE:
13 A Yes 13 Q Other than speaking with your attorneys, did
14 Q It'sadsoimportant that you understand the 14 you do anything to prepare for your deposition today?
15 question that I'm asking you. So if you don't 15 A No.
16 understand the question, pleasefed freeto let meknow | 16 Q Did you review any documents at al before
17 that, and I'll rephraseit if at all possible. If you 17 coming here today?
18 don't indicate that you don't understand a question, | 18 A Oh, | reviewed my statement and -- actualy,
19 will presume that you have understood what I've asked 19 two statements, the one about the photographs and then
20 you. Do you understand that? 20 justtheonein generd about my school, and that's it.
21 A Yes 21 Q Andwhat did you review them for?
22 Q And dthough you are required to answer my 22 A Just to freshen my mind. | haven't been a my
23 questions, | don't want you to guessiif you don't know 23 school for over ayear. | haven't been in classrooms
24 theanswer. If you have abest estimate of the answer 24 foralongtime. Sol just wanted to remember, you
25 that I'mlooking for, you can go ahead and give that, 25 know, what | was talking about, just to really freshen
Page 7 Page 9
1 but please don't try to guess. Do you understand that? 1 up.
2 A Yes 2 Q And upon reviewing them, did that refresh your
3 Q When the deposition isfinished, you'll have an 3  memory? Did you remember --
4 opportunity, like | said, to review what has been said 4 A Yes
5 heretoday. Any changes you fed you need to make at 5 Q Did you speak to anyone el se other than your
6 that timeyou can go ahead and make, dthough | want to 6 atorneys about having your deposition taken today?
7 let you know any changes you do make, any attorney in 7 A | told peoplethat | was going.
8 thiscase can comment upon. Do you understand that? 8 Q Which people? Like your family?
9 A Yes 9 A Uh-hum.
10 Q If you need abreak for any reason, please let 10 Q Anyonedse?
11 meknow or let your attorney know, and we can do that. 11 A Somefriends.
12 Theonly thing | ask isthat you answer a question first 12 Q Any of your friends from Mark Keppd ?
13 beforetaking abreak. Do you understand that? 13 A | don't remember.
14 A Yes 14 Q Did you speak with anyone else who isinvolved
15 Q If a any point during the day you remember 15 inthelawsuit?
16 something about a question that I've asked earlier or 16 A No.
17 something you've testified earlier and you want to go 17 Q I'mgoing to show you thisright here. It's
18 back and add something or clarify, please fed freeto 18 the deposition notice and document request. If you
19 dothat. Justlet meknow at that time. If not, | will 19 couldjust look at it, and in particular page 13. |
20 assume that the answers that you give today will be the 20 think it continues on to the next page, too.
21 full and complete answers to the questions I've asked. 21 Did you read it?
22 Do you understand that? 22 A Yes
23 A Yes 23 Q Now, | do know that you brought some test
24 Q Do you have any questions about the grounnd 24 scores here with you today. Have you looked for any
25 rules? 25 other documents that might fit within the description of
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Page 12

1 what's asked for there? 1 what junior high school?

2 A | looked for my transcripts of grades, but | 2 A For junior high | went to Garvey Intermediate

3 couldn't find them. 3 School.

4 Q Did youlook for anything else? 4 Q Isthat dsoin Alhambra?

5 A | think that'sall | looked for. 5 A It'sin Rosemead. It's not in that same school

6 Q Do you have any other documents that you think 6 didrict.

7 might fit within that description of what's asked for in 7 Q And how about for ementary school?

8 that request? 8 A Elementary schoal, the first eementary school

9 MS. LHAMON: Objection. There's a protective order 9 |wenttowasinLosAngdes. It was MonteVista
10 about the scope of that document request, and Ms. Cao 10 Elementary. And then | went to Emerson Elementary in
11 haslooked for the documents that are responsive to that 11 Rosemead and then | went to Bitely.
12 request within the scope of that protective order. 12 Q Bitey?
13 THE WITNESS: Yeah, that'sal | looked for. 13 A Elementary, yeah.
14 BY MS.VANSE: 14 MS. LHAMON: Could you spdll Bitely for the court
15 Q Soyou didn't look for anything other than 15 reporter.
16 what's-- 16 THEWITNESS: It's B-i-t-e-l-y.
17 A No. 17 BY MS. VANSE:
18 Q -- ecificdly listed? 18 Q Any other public schools that you went to in
19 A Yeah 19 Cdifornia?
20 Q Do you till have copies The Aztec that you 20 A For summer school | went to Alhambra High
21 kept from when you were at Mark Keppel ? 21 School, whichisinthe district, and then | also went
22 A Yes | do. 22 to San Gabrid High School.
23 Q | know you mentioned two of the articlesin 23 Q Youwent to San Gabrid for summer school ?
24 your declaration. Do you know of any other articles 24 A Yesah. Itwasunder the-- it wastheLaVerne
25 that might describe the conditions at Mark Keppel? 25 summer school program, and they only used the

Page 11 Page 13

1 A | think in the declaration | mentioned the one 1 facilities. | wasn't going to the school per se. It

2 from December -- | think it was December of '96 -- about | 2 was more they rented out the facilities.

3 thecdlingtilesthat fell. And | think the other one 3 Q And you graduated May 20007

4 tha was mentioned might have been my sophomore year 4 A Yes. No. June 2000 actudly.

5 @bout the -- | can't remember whet the article was 5 Q June2000. And what have you done since

6 about. 6 graduating?

7 I'm not quite sure right now, but | think there 7 A I'matending USC now.

8 wereother articles where students commented on certain 8 Q Do you know what you're going to study yet?

9 conditions at the schooal, but it was over a period of 9 A Print journalism and political science.
10 four years, s0 | can't remember exactly what articles. 10 Q Areyou working anywhere while you're going to
11 Q But you think there are other articles, other 11 school?
12 than the ones mentioned in your declaration, that talk 12 A I'mworking a USC in the admissions office.
13 about the facilities or conditions at Mark Keppd ? 13 Q Anywheredse?
14 A Yes 14 A No.
15 Q Have you looked through any of those old copies 15 Q Youreaplaintiff inthis case, right?
16 of The Aztec that you have to see if there are any other 16 A Yes
17 aticles? 17 Q Whendid you first think about getting involved
18 A | didn't specificaly look for anything lately, 18 with the lawsuit?
19 but | went through the -- the one from December '96. 19 A It was sometimein my senior year when one of
20 Q I'mjust going to briefly ask you alittle bit 20 my teachers asked if we wanted to help the school, and
21 about your background. 21 hewas-- he wasn' redly specific about the whole
22 Y ou went to Mark Keppe! al four years of high 22 thing, but | went up and | asked him about it. And then
23 school? 23 hetold meto spesk to Catherine Lhamon.
24 A Yes 24 Q Which teacher was that?
25 Q Andwheredid you go to school before that, 25 A It was Mr. Kennard, my microbiology teacher.
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Page 14 Page 16
1 Q Canyou spell Kennard? 1 MS. VANSE: Mark that as Exhibit A.
2 A K-en-n-ar-d. 2 (Discussion off the record.)
3 Q Do you know if any other students went to spesk 3 (Defendant's Exhibit 1 was marked for
4 tohim? 4 identification by the court reporter.)
5 A Inmy classroom there were some students, but | 5 BY MS. VANSE:
6 think | wasthe only person in the class who actudly 6 Q Thisisyour first declaration. If you want to
7 didit. ‘ 7 just take aminute and review that. | know you said
8 Q By"didit," you mean the only person in your 8 that you looked at it before.
9 classwho became aplaintiff? 9 A Okay.
10 A Yes 10 Q Andisthat your signature on page 3?
11 Q Do you know why the other students didn't 11 A Yes
12 become plaintiffs? 12 Q Didyou review this declaration before you
13 A No. 13 dgnedit?
14 Q Andwhy did you decide to go ahead and become a 14 A Yes
15 plaintiff in the lawsuit? 15 Q Isthere anything that you think needs to be
16 A 1'd been going -- at that point | wasinmy 16 changed about the declaration now?
17 fourth year of school and | worked on the paper, and 17 A No, other than the fact that | don't attend
18 wed aways discuss the conditions at the school. Soll 18 school there anymore and I'm older.
19 wasreally familiar about what was going on. And | had 19 Q Butyouthink it accurately reflects the
20 aso been helping to promote the bond campaigns that we 20 circumstances at Mark Keppd at that time?
21 tried to get money for the school. So knowing what | 21 A Yes
22 knew about the bond and how the bond failed, | wanted to 22 Q I'mgoing to go through paragraph by paragraph
23 find someway to help the school, and | thought this 23 onthe declaration, so you can fed freeto go ahead and
24 would be adifferent approach. 24 follow dong. I'll point out where we're going.
25 Q How many times did you speak with Mr. Kennard? 25 Paragraph 2, the last sentence says, "till,
Page 15 Page 17
1 MS. LHAMON: Objection; vague asto the topic of 1 the same problems that existed when | was a freshman
2 thediscussion. Hewas her teacher. 2 persist now at the schoal."
3 BY MS.VANSE: 3 When was the last time you were at Mark Keppel?
4 Q Prior to becoming a plaintiff, how many times 4 A | went to Keppe sometime this June, and that
5 didyou speak with Mr. Kennard about the conditions at 5 wasthelasttime | wasthere.
6 your school? 6 Q Sothat's June 20017
7 A | don't remember. 7 A Yes
8 Q Didyou just have the one mesting with him or 8 Q And why were you there?
9 did you have others before speaking with the ACLU? 9 A | went to attend the senior awards night.
10 A | don't think we really spoke abot it before. 10 Q Anddid you have a chance to look at any of the
11 Q Soyoujust had the one time when you went up 11 problemsthat you've described in your declaration at
12 and spoketo him? 12  that time?
13 A Yeah. Itwasredly brief. He only gave me 13 A No. | wasintheauditorium, but | didn't
14 contact information, and it just went from there. | 14 redlylook around for anything.
15 didn' redly speak to him much about it. 15 Q Anddo you know if any of the problems that
16 Q Do you know if there were any other teachers at 16 you've described in your declaration have changed or
17 school who weretrying to get people interested in a 17 beenfixed since you l€eft?
18 lawsLit? 18 A | know that last year, in duly, | went back and
19 MS. LHAMON: Objection; mischaracterizes her 19 | waslooking a the gym with the ceiling tiles. And
20 testimony. 20 they had removed al the ceiling tiles, but it was just
21 THE WITNESS: No. 21 open beamsthat were out there. They didn't actually
22 BY MS.VANSE: 22 fix anything. | think they just removed everything that
23 Q Haveyou had contact with any other groups that 23 wasthere. | don't know about any plansto fix that or
24 areinvolved in the lawsuit besides the ACLU? 24 if it wasfixed.
25 A No. 25 Q Anything else?
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Page 20

1 A That'sit. 1 Q Sowhen you werein biology, were there days
2 Q Andthenin paragraph 3 it says, "Thereisonly 2 that you used the science lab and days that you used a
3 onesciencelab in the whole school that works, so the 3 different classroom?
4  chemistry and biology classes have to trade off for use 4 A We used mostly our own classroom because our
5 of that onelab." 5 experiments -- like the microbiology classroom didn't
6 When you say "science lab," what does -- what 6 redly need the facilities.
7 doesthat term mean? 7 Q Sowhat classa Mark Keppel did you take that
8 A  When the science lab is equipped with the lab 8 needed the science lab?
9 tablesthat people can do experiments on, it so has 9 A | didn't takeredly aclass that did.
10 the methane gasthat people can use. But in other 10 Q Do you know if students in the chemistry class
11 cdassroomsthere may have been the counters that 11 had to use the science lab on one day and perhaps not on
12 students sat at, but they didn't have enough of the 12 the next?
13 methane for students to use for experiments, and other 13 A Yes, that's what students told me.
14 facilities. 14 Q Would you like some water?
15 Q When you say there's only one sciencelab in 15 A 1 would.
16 thewhole schoal that works, does that mean there are 16 Q Do you know if studentsin chemistry or biology
17 other science labs that don't work? 17 a Mak Keppd were ever not able to do experiments
18 A 1 think the other science labs werejust main 18 because they couldn't get into the science lab?
19 classrooms. Like | mentioned, they had the lab counters | 19 A | don't know of anything specific, so | don't
20 but they didn't have enough facilities for studentsto 20 Kknow.
21 use 21 Q Alsoinparagraph 3 you say, "All the science
22 Q Sotherewere other rooms that had perhaps some | 22 classes have to share microscopes and other science
23 of thethings you need for a science lab, just not 23 equipment because there isn't enough to go around.”
24  everything? 24 When you say "have to share," does that mean
25 A Yes 25 they haveto sharein class or they just have to share
Page 19 Page 21
1 Q That'swhat you meant by there's only one 1 between the classrooms?
2 science lab that works? 2 A They have to share between the classrooms.
3 A For an entire classroom. 3 Q So the students themselves in the class could
4 Q Werethose classrooms used for any other 4 use amicroscope of their own?
5 science classes or ingtruction? 5 A | don't think anyone ever brought in a
6 A For example, my microbiology classwasina 6 microscope but --
7 classroom that had science tables, but we didn't do too 7 Q I'msorry. | mean, when they were in the
8 many experiments in there because we didn't need those 8 science class, they didn't have to share with perhaps a
9 typesof facilities. We didn't really need the methane 9 student at the lab table next to them?
10 gas. Sowewereinthat classroom, and that was okay. 10 MS. LHAMON: Objection; callsfor speculation. She
11 But achemistry class can't bein aclassroom like that. 11 wasn'tin every classroom.
12 Q And when you say the chemistry and biology 12 To the extent you know, you can answer.
13 classes had to trade off for use of that one lab, what 13 THE WITNESS: | know inthe biology classand in
14 does"trade off" mean? 14 the microbiology class we did sometimes share.
15 A Teachers had to schedule different times that 15 BY MS VANSE:
16 they needed labs so that they wouldn't be -- they 16 Q Do you know how many science classes at
17 wouldn't betrying to use the lab at the sametime and 17 Mark Keppd used microscopes?
18 having too many students inside. 18 A No.
19 Q Now, werethelabs used just during the actua 19 Q You used them in your biology and microbiology?
20 dasstime, theinstruction time? 20 A Yes
21 A | bdieveso. 21 Q When you say "other science equipment," what
22 Q Did you take chemistry and biology? 22 areyou referring to?
23 A | took chemistry and biology. | took chemistry 23 A | know dlides and things like that were passed
24 a Mark Keppd -- | mean, | took biology at Mark Keppel | 24  around.
25 and | took chemistry at summer school. 25 Q Anything else?
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Page 24

1 A | don't remember. 1 becausel didn't pay attention particularly to that, but
2 Q When you say "passed around,” does that mean 2 | doremember seeing it several times.
3 between students in the same class or studentsin 3 Q Would it stay that color or would it be like
4 different classes? 4 that maybe the first time you turned the faucet on and
5 A I'mnot sure about between different 5 then it would become clear, if you remember?
6 classrooms, but within the same class, yes. 6 A | don't remember exactly, but when the water
7 Q Whenyouretaking herein the next sentence, 7 did come out brown, that was from build-up over time, so
8 "I'min microbiology now, and our room has only a couple 8 itwould slowly get clear.
9 of sinks," isthe room you're referring to the science 9 Q Do you remember how long that would take?
10 lab? 10 A No.
11 A No. My classroom. 11 Q Did your science teacher ever discuss the color
12 Q Okay. Y ou say that the room has only acouple 12 of the water with the class?
13 of sinks. How many does that mean? 13 A Yes. Onetimewhen he used the faucet, the
14 A | think there were three of them, but I'm not 14 water came out orange. And a student took a picture of
15 completely sure. 15 that, so he showed it to us.
16 Q Did you think that was a sufficient number of 16 Q A student took a picture of the water?
17 sinksfor that classroom? 17 A Yesh
18 A At certain times, no, because we had to wait to 18 Q Asit was coming out of the faucet or asit was
19 usethesinks. 19 inthesink?
20 Q What time did you have to wait? 20 A Asitwasinagraduated cylinder and as it was
21 A Modtly after we did experiments and everyone 21 coming out inthe sink aswell, so it was a shot of the
22 hadto clean up, so it would be at the end of class, and 22 sink and of the water.
23 wedal haveto rush to usethe sinks. 23 Q Wasthat in the science classroom?
24 Q Sowhen you had to wait, how long was that for? 24 A | don't know. It wasin one of the science
25 A | don't remember. 25 rooms.
Page 23 Page 25
1 Q Do you think the classroom should have had more 1 Q Any other time a science teacher discussed the
2 sinks? 2 color of the water?
3 A Yes 3 A No.
4 Q How many more sinks do you think it should have 4 Q Soinparagraph -- I'm sorry -- yes,
5 had? 5 paragraph 3 when it talks about, "In the lab room the
6 A Maybefiveor six. 6 water isarusty orange,” isthat what you were just
7 Q Wasthere any other time you had to wait, other 7 referring to?
8 than at the end of aclass while cleaning up? 8 A Yes. Thestudentstold meit wasthat lab
9 A | don't remember. 9 room, but | wasn't sure because | waan't there.
10 Q Inparagraph 3 when you're talking about, "The 10 Q Do you know if that was one occasion or if that
11 sinksareredly dirty and old; the water that comes out 11 happened regularly in that 1ab room?
12 of thefaucet is scary looking because it's opague; when 12 A Fromwhat my teacher told me, it happened when
13 thefaucet hasn't been used inalong time, such asa 13  wewent on breaks, and the water would build up inthe
14  week, the water that comes out of it is brown," can you 14 pipes, and then it would happen then.
15 describe what you mean by "dirty and old"? 15 Q Andwhat teacher wasthat? I'm sorry.
16 A Thesinks have build-up. | don't think that 16 A Mr. Kennard.
17 anyoneever cleaned them. And when -- when we used the 17 Q Soyou, yoursdf, never saw the orange water?
18 sink, we could see that the water that was coming out 18 A No.
19 wasn't clear. Sowe could see that that was dirty, too. 19 Q Alsoin paragraph 3 when it states, "Students
20 Q Do you know if anyone cleaned the sinks? 20 from our food/cooking classes have told me that they use
21 A I'mnot sure. | could only look at it, but | 21 faucet water to cook, which | fed is not safe," which
22 don't know. 22 classroom was the food and cooking classin?
23 Q When you say the water was opague, was that 23 A | don't remember the dassroom, but | know it
24  every time you turned the water on? 24 wasupdairs.
25 A | don't remember observing that every time 25 Q Soit wasdifferent than the classrooms we were
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1 justtaking about? 1 first publication, | guess?
2 A Yes Itwasntascienceroom. Andin 2 A That was the copyright date. And the book was
3 microbiology we aso did food labs, and we used bottled 3 visbly old aswell.
4 water instead of that water. 4 Q But you don't know what the actual age of the
5 Q Wasit agroup of students that told you that 5 textbook was?
6 they used faucet water for the food and cooking class or 6 A | couldn't tell you.
7 wasit one student in particular? 7 Q Do you know why your teacher used that
8 A It was one of my friends. 8 textbook?
9 Q Andwhoisthat? 9 A That was the best textbook that he had.
10 A Aubrie Davis. First nameis spelled 10 Q And when you say that's the best textbook that
11 A-u-b-r-i-e, last name D-a-v-i-s. 11 he had, does that mean he thought it was the best
12 Q Wasthis something you asked her about in 12 textbook or that was the only textbook that he could get
13 particular, or wereyou just talking about it in 13 for the class?
14 conversation? 14 A | know it came from the book room, so | think
15 A 1 think | wastaking about the food labs, and 15 that he just chose the one that he felt was the best.
16 then| asked her about the cooking class. 16 Q Do you know if your teacher had access to books
17 Q Did you ask her about how the water looked in 17 that were newer than 1986?
18 her food and cooking class? 18 A | don't know about that, but | know that the
19 A No. 19 photocopies of the book that he had were newer.
20 Q Did she describe to you how the water looked in 20 MS. LHAMON: [I'll interpose a belated objection.
21 her food and cooking class? 21 It was vague asto which books. Do you mean economics
22 A No. 22  textbooks or any other books?
23 Q Do you know if anyone has ever been sick at 23 MS. VANSE: | was referring to the economics
24 Keppd because of the water? 24 textbooks.
25 A | don't know. 25 Q Do you know why you used photocopies from a
Page 27 Page 29
1 Q Inparagraph 4 you talk about your economics 1 newer book of economics rather than the book itself?
2 textbook was last updated in 1986. What economics class 2 A Hedidn't have the book as copies for everyone,
3 wastha? 3 0 hemade copies.
4 A Thiswas my AP economics class. 4 Q Therewere certain copies of the book, just not
5 Q What textbooks did you usein that class? 5 enough for thewhole class?
6 A We had -- that was our main textbook. And then 6 A It wasjust one copy that my teacher had.
7 asthe semester went dlong, my -- my teacher -- asit 7 Q Werethere other economics classes other than
8 saysinhere, my teacher stopped using it, and we 8 the AP economics?
9 started getting photocopies from another book. 9 A Yes, therewerethe regular courses.
10 MS. LHAMON: When you say "it saysin here," you're 10 Q Do you know what textbooks those classes used?
11 referringto -- 11 A No.
12 THE WITNESS: Paragraph 4. 12 Q When you say that, "The book is so out of date
13 MS. LHAMON: Thank you. 13 that our teacher stopped using it," do you know why the
14 BY MS.VANSE: 14 teacher stopped using the 1986 economics textbook?
15 Q Did you use any other books in your AP 15 A Hedidn't say specifically, but | think -- |
16 economics class? 16 felt that the classroom and the teacher knew that it was
17 A | think everyone referred to other books, but 17 redlytooold.
18 that wasfor, you know, certain times but not asa 18 Q Didyou ever ask your teacher about the age of
19 textbook. 19 thetextbook?
20 Q Sowhen you say "as atextbook," what does that 20 A No.
21 meantoyou? 21 Q Andat what point in the year did you stop
22 A Regular, everyday classroom use. 22 using the 1986 textbook and you started using the
23 Q And when you say that the textbook was last 23 photocopies?
24 updated in 1986, do you know if the book itself was that 24 A | don't remember, but it wasn't too long after
25 old? Wasit from 1986, or was that the date of its 25 we begantheclass.
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Page 32

1 Q Wasthat a semester class? 1 students get placed into another section of the same
2 A Yes 2 classor would they have to go into a different class?
3 Q Do you know if it was towards the end of the 3 A | think sometimes they would have to go into a
4 semester or middle? 4 different class. There were some classes that were more
5 A Moretowardsthefirgt half of the semedter. 5 popular than others, and students couldn't get into
6 Q Did you take the AP test for economics? 6 them.
7 A No. ‘ 7 Q Didyou ever have to be taken out of aclass
8 Q Alsoinparagraph 4 you state, "One of my 8 and placed in another one because it was too crowded?
9 literature AP books was last updated in the 1960s, and 9 A No.
10 my only comfort isthat English literature does not 10 Q Do you know if students that were taken out of
11 change asrapidly as economics does." 11 aclasswere abletotakeit at alater time?
12 How many books did you use in your literature 12 A | don't know.
13 APclass? 13 Q What would you consider to be not overcrowded?
14 A | don't remember. We used severd 14 MS. LHAMON: Objection; vague. Y ou mean at
15 textbook-type books that had different types of writing 15 Mark Keppel High School or in general?
16 init, and then we read novels aswell. 16 MS. VANSE: At Mark Keppdl.
17 Q Wasthere any one book that you used more than 17 THE WITNESS: | think if students had enough space
18 theothers? 18 to evenwalk through or if they had enough tablesto eat
19 A | don't remember exactly. | think we changed 19 onat lunch and if they had enough space in classrooms.
20 them around when we were doing different types of 20 BY MS.VANSE:
21 writing. 21 Q Andwhen you say the space in classrooms, does
22 Q Wereany of your literature AP books newer than 22 that just mean that students had to be taken out or did
23 the 1960s? 23 youthink it was aso crowded when there were students
24 A | don't remember. 24 actudly in the class?
25 Q And, again, when you say one of your literature 25 A There were some classes where | fdlt there
Page 31 Page 33
1 bookswaslast updated in the 1960s, do you know if the 1 wasn't enough spaceto sit. We had to sit redlly close.
2 book itsdlf was from the 1960s, meaning that's what's 2 Q Werethere enough desks for all the studentsto
3 beenaround for a couple of decades, or wasiit just the 3 sdtininclass?
4 information was -- 4 A Yes
5 A | know the copyright date was from the '60s and 5 Q But youjust think there were, in some classes,
6 thebook was physicaly old, too, but | don't know 6 too many students?
7 exactly. 7 A Yes
8 Q Inparagraph 5 when you say that, "Our school 8 Q Do you remember what classes that you thought
9 isbadly overcrowded," what do you mean when you say 9 that about?
10 "overcrowded'? 10 A My English class my freshman year, and | don't
11 A Evenjust in the hallways you could tell when 11 remember what dse.
12  students were walking through during a break in between | 12 Q When you say that when you were a freshman, the
13 classthat it was badly overcrowded because we would 13 school had only 2000 to 2100 students but now, three
14 havetrouble getting to our lockers and getting to class 14 vyearslater, you have around 2300 students, how do you
15 ontime. Andin classrooms, there were some classes 15 know the number of students at Mark Keppel?
16 wherethere were too many students, and students had to 16 A That was the number of students that was
17 betaken out and put into other classrooms becausethere | 17  discussed when | was in the newspaper.
18 wasalimit. 18 Q Did someone give you that number or is that
19 Q Wereyou ever late to class because it was too 19 something you found on your own?
20 crowded in the halway? 20 A | think student reporters asked the
21 A Yes 21 administration about it.
22 Q And how often would that happen? 22 Q Didyou ask the administration?
23 A | don't remember. 23 A No, not specificaly.
24 Q You said some students would get taken out of 24 Q Andwhenyou dtate, "The hdls are really
25 theclassand placed in another one. Would those 25 crowded now," do you mean there was atime when they
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weren't really crowded?

A | think over the years we could tell that the
halls got progressively more crowded.

Q Sowhen you started out as a freshman, did you
fedl that Mark Keppel was overcrowded?

A | didn't particularly think about it, but |
think as more students came in, then students were
complaining about it. And | know some of my friends
complained abot it, too.

Q Were there particular times during the day when
the hallways were more crowded than others?

A During bresaks between classes when everyone was
trying to get to another class.

Q And not being familiar with Mark Keppel, are
there areas of the school that have a greater
concentration of students than others?

A Themain hallway has alot of traffic, so that
was the worst. And that was where my locker was, so |
usually got crushed before | got to my locker.

Q Werethere some lockersin other areas of the
school aswell?

A Yes?

Q When you say, "our school just isn't equipped
for all of these students,” does that include -- when
you say "equipped,” does that include the crowded
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A Those are the rest rooms for the students. |
know there are smaller rest rooms for the teachers that
have one toilet and one sink. | don't know.

Q Soyou don't know whether there were any other
rest rooms that students could use, other than the one
for boys and one for girls and PE rest rooms?

A | think there was asmall onein the nurse's
office, too.

Q When you say that there were aways long lines,
how would you define along line? Ten minutes? Five
minutes?

A It depended. If it was during lunch, alot of
students would go to the bathrooms. And then during
breaks there would be long lines, too, so some students
wereredly late.

Oh, and | just remembered | think it was my
senior year they put a portable bathroom in the middle
of the lunch courtyard, and it was atrailer that had a
boys and girls bathroom, and they had a couple of
stallsin each one.

Q Sothelineswere primarily during lunch and
break times?

A Yes

Q And it probably varied from day to day, but do
you know about how long the wait was if you were waiting
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hallways and classrooms or is there anything el se that
you're using when you say "equipped"?

A Our gymnasium was not big enough. We had two
gyms, and the large one is where the games were held,
like our basketball games and those types of things.

But they wouldn't hold enough students for pep ralies
and assemblies, so we would have to have our assemblies
out in the big field outside.

Q Anything else?

A | don't remember.

Q Inparagraph 6 when you talk about the
bathrooms at Mark Keppel, how many bathrooms did
Mark Keppel have?

A We had agirls bathroom and a boys' bathroom,
and in the PE facilities they also had bathrooms.

MS. LHAMON: Jennifer, we've been going for about
an hour. 1 just want to check and see, do you want a
break or do you want to keep going?

THE WITNESS: I'm okay.

MS. VANSE: Thanks.

Q Sotheonegirlsand one boys areinthe
main --

A Yes, building.

Q Werethere any other rest rooms -- are there
wings at Mark Keppel that there might be rest roomsin?
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inline?

A It could take up to ten minutes during lunch.

Q Would you consider that to be the average time
or was that on the high end?

A | think it was -- the average was five to ten.

Q Werethere ever times when there weren't long
lines to use the rest room?

A During class.

Q How about before and after school ?

A After school there weren't very many lines. |
don't know about before schoal.

Q Do you know if the boys bathrooms had lines as
well?

A | don't know.

Q Whenthey put in the new portable bathroom,
were there lines to use that bathroom as well?

A Occasionaly, yes.

Q Whenthey put that portable bathroom in, did
that seem to help the lines for the main rest rooms?

A I'mnotsure. But | know sometimes the new
bathroom was locked and students couldn't use it, so
they had to go to the main bathroom anyway.

Q Andwhenwould it be locked?

A Sometimes during breaks and then after school
and during class.
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1 Q And how do you know it was locked? 1 Q Do you know why they didn't have any doors on
2 A Because| would go there or people would 2 theddlsin the boys bathroom?
3 mentionit. 3 A No.
4 Q Do you know if it was ever locked during 4 Q Do you know if doors were ever put up inthe
5 lunchtime? 5 boys bathroom?
6 A | don't remember specificaly. 6 A It looked like they used to because of the way
7 Q For the PE bathrooms, were there long lines for 7 thedoor looks with the hinges, but | don't know for
8 that bathroom aswell? 8 aure
9 A Yes 9 Q Do you know if they have been replaced since
10 Q Did students use that at any other time than 10 youwerea Mark Keppe?
11 during PE class? 11 A | don't know.
12 A | don't think so. 12 Q What year wasiit that you went in and looked at
13 Q Sowasthe bathroom in conjunction with the 13 theboys rest room?
14  locker room or something like that? 14 A 2000.
15 A Yeah, it wasin thelocker room. 15 Q Hadyougonein previoudy? Like any other
16 Q When you say that -- thisis paragraph 6 -- 16 years had you goneinto the boys rest room?
17 "severa of the stall doorsin the girls bathroom don't 17 A No. | had only heard about it.
18 havelocks," are you referring to the bathroomsin the 18 Q Soyou had heard that there had been missing
19 main areaof the school ? 19 doorsall four years?
20 A Yes, and dsointhe PE area 20 A Yes
21 Q Sotherewere some stallsin both of those rest 21 Q Do you know if there were missing doorsin any
22 roomsthat didn't have locks? 22 of the other boys bathrooms, the PE or the portable?
23 A Yes 23 A | don't know about that.
24 Q Do you know -- well, how many stalswerethere | 24 Q Inparagraph 7 you talk about, "The school does
25 inthe main rest room? 25 not have enough space for everybody to sit at lunch.”
Page 39 Page 41
1 A | don't remember. 1 Do al students at Mark Keppel have lunch at
2 Q Werethere some doors that had locks and some 2 thesametime?
3 that didn't? 3 A Yes
4 A Yeah 4 Q Andeveryoneeasin, | guess, some sort of
5 Q Do you know if any of the locks were replaced? 5 lunch court?
6 A | don't know. 6 A Yes
7 Q Onthedoors, did it look like thelock had 7 Q Andcanyou just describe alittle bit how
8 been there and it was removed, or was it broken? 8 that's set up, the lunch court?
9 A Thelock was broken, or there were some that 9 A There's acafeteria, so students can bein
10 didn't havelocks at dl, there was a hole there. 10 there, but that was dso really crowded. So therewas
11 Q Doyou know if any of the stdlsinthe 11 students outside where there were lunch tables and there
12 portable bathroom had missing locks on the doors? 12 were some benches, but that wasn't enough. So, for
13 A No, because when | was -- there were locks for 13 instance, | sat -- | sat near the lunch court but not
14 4l of them because when | was there, it was new. 14 completely in the lunch court. It was on the stairs of
15 Q Also, in paragraph 6 you talk about, "the main 15 thecareer center. And that wasaspot | used to sit at
16 boys bathroom doesn't have doors on any of its salls." 16 every day becauseit wouldn't be as crowded asthe main
17 How do you know this? 17 court.
18 A Weactualy went to look. | had friends who 18 Q Do you know how many students could sit in the
19 took me. 19 cefeteriaand eat?
20 Q Wasthat part of something you were doing for 20 A No.
21 the paper? 21 Q How about in the lunch court?
22 A | wascurious about it. 22 A | think there were -- there were approximately
23 Q You had heard that they didn't have doors? 23 13 tables, | think, but | don't know the numbers.
24 A Yeah. Sowewaited until no onewasin there, 24 Q Do you know about how many students could sit
25 and | wentin. 25 a onetable?
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1 A | don't know the number, but it should have 1 MS. VANSE: Let'stake aquick break.
2  beenlessthanten. It wasjust around table. 2 (Recess)
3 Q Didyou ever try to it in either the cafeteria 3 BY MS. VANSE
4 or thelunch court to eat your lunch? 4 Q | think we left off here with paragraph 8 in
5 A Yes 5 thededlaration. It taks about, "If we have a
6 Q Wereyou ableto find a seat? 6 whole-school assembly, we have to go to the football
7 A Usudly I would wait around until 1 could find 7 field and have everyone sit outside there."
8 ased. 8 How often when you were at Mark Keppd did you
9 Q And how long would that take? 9 have whole-school assemblies?
10 A | don't remember, but after awhilel didn't -- 10 A | think the schooal tried to avoid having
11 | just didn't want to Sit there. 11 whole-school assemblies because of the spaceissue. So
12 Q Andwhy didn't you want to Sit there? 12 they would make reassemblies for third period. So that
13 A | fdt it wastoo crowded. 13 wascdled our homeroom period. And they would adjust
14 Q Andyou say dsoin paragraph 7 that students 14 the schedule so there would be enough time for class and
15 usedto be ableto sit on the front lawn of the school 15 timeto goto assembly. And athird of the school would
16 toeat lunch. 16 go at once, and they would do the assembly three times.
17 A Yes 17 1 don't know how often that happened, but it was maybe
18 Q Andthe schoal closed the front lawn in 2000 or 18 onceamonth.
19 1999? 19 And then there would be awhole-school assembly
20 A ltwas 1999. 20 that wasredlly long that happened at the end of the
21 Q Sothe beginning of the year? 21 school year. And they also had assemblieslike pep
22 A Yeah 22 rdliesand our talent show and things like that.
23 Q Do you know if they've still closed the front 23 Sometimes they would do those during lunch so that only
24  lawn? 24 some students would show up and they wouldn't have to
25 A | don't know that. 25 accommodate everybody, becauise the assemblies that
Page 43 Page 45
1 Q Yousay yousit onthe stairs -- or sat onthe 1 happened during schooal time were mandatory.
2 dairs? 2 Q So the end-of-school-year assembly was the only
3 A Yes 3 whole-school assembly?
4 Q Whenyou say asoin paragraph 7, "People just 4 A Yeah
5 4t onthefloor somewhere," isthat -- are you 5 Q Andthen you'd have an assembly approximately
6 including inthat like you sitting on the airs, or is 6 onetimeamonth that was broken up that athird of the
7 that someone on an actual floor? 7 school would go a atime?
8 A Ontheactud floor. There were students who 8 A | think the homecoming assembly was aso in the
9 sat onthe concrete in the lunch court. 9 fidd.
10 Q Do you know about how many studentswould sit | 10 Q Inparagraph 8 you talk about, "in 1998 the
11 onthefloor during lunchtime? 11 school canceled our end-of-year assembly.” Did that
12 A No, | don'. 12 happen any other time?
13 Q Do you know -- did you ever sit on thefloor to 13 A Not that | know of.
14 eat lunch? 14 Q Wereany of the homecoming assemblies ever
15 A No, just on the stairs. 15 cancded because of rain?
16 Q Do you know if students that sat on the floor 16 A No.
17 couldn't find seats? 17 Q In 1998 when the end-of-the-year assembly was
18 A It seemed to be 50, because some of their 18 cancded, wasit ever rescheduled?
19 friends would be sitting on the bench, and then they 19 A No, because there wasn't enough time in the
20 would sit onthefloor. 20 school year.
21 Q But doyou know if there were other tables or 21 Q Do you know if there was any other reason why
22 benches available that maybe were next to where their 22 the school had the three assembliesinstead of a
23 friends were that they could have sat on? 23 whole-school assembly, other than the space?
24 A | don't know about that, but from what | 24 A | think it was the space problem.
25 observed most of the time, every bench was filled. 25 Q But you don't know of any other reason why they
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1 might have the three instead of the whole school ? 1 A Notthegym. I'msorry. The studio.
2 A No. 2 Q And when did that occur?
3 Q Inparagraph 9 when you talk about the small 3 A Thelast time | specifically remember wasin my
4 gym at the school has ceiling tiles that fall in and 4 junior year.
5 meakeit unsafeto bein the gym, do you know what kind 5 Q And do you know how many times you couldn't use
6 of tileswerein the gym? 6 thedance studio because it was flooded?
7 A No. Theywere squaretiles. 7 A | don't know the exact number, but it was more
8 Q Do you know if they werelarge or small? 8 than once.
9 A Actudly, they weren't square. They were 9 Q Wasitjust during your junior year?
10 rectangular, and they were pretty large. We do have 10 A I think so. | onlytook it -- | took that
11 photos of those. 11 classmysdfin my junior year, so | don't know if it
12 Q Yousaythelast timeyou were at Mark Keppd 12 happened again later.
13 they had all been taken out? 13 Q Werethere any other areas of the school a
14 A Yeah. | didn't seethe whole gym because | 14 Mark Keppel that had problems with the ceiling tiles?
15 wasn'tinside, but | could see through the windows that 15 A My freshman year when we took -- when | took
16 they were gone. 16 journalism, it wasinthetrailers. And we were worried
17 Q When you say the tiles were faling, was that 17 about the computers being damaged when it rained, so we
18 just the buckling, like, of the tile? 18 put tarp over the computers when we left, when it was
19 A Yeah. You could seethemfaling. Andin 19 rainy season.
20 December of '96 that we talked about in paragraph 9, the | 20 Q Anddidit actualy lesk in thetrailers, or
21 tileactually fdl out and hit thefloor. 21 wereyoujust afraid that it would leak?
22 Q Do you know of any other occasionswhen a 22 A We saw the damagelike | just spoke about in
23 cdling tile actudly came down from the small gym 23 thegymonthecellingtiles.
24 ceiling? 24 Q But did you ever actualy see water inthe
25 A No. That wasthe only time that students 25 classroom --
Page 47 Page 49
1 actualy witnessed it, but people had been talking about 1 A No.
2 itfor years because there were definite holesin the 2 Q Any other classesthat had problems with the
3 cdling. 3 cealingtiles?
4 Q Sowhen you say that people had been talking 4 A | don't remember.
5 about it, for about how long do you think they had been 5 Q Doyouknow if Mark Keppd is going to fix the
6 talking about it? 6 tilesinthe gym?
7 A Ever since | was afreshman. 7 A | don't know.
8 Q Andwould this be people at the school -- 8 Q Doyouknow if Mark Keppel has fixed the
9 A Students. 9 celing inthe dance studio?
10 Q Did you have any problemswith ceiling tilesin 10 A | don't know.
11 thelarger gym? 11 Q DoesMark Keppd till usetrailers; do you
12 A | don't think that there are any tiles that 12 know?
13 looked like they had falen, but you could seerain 13 A Yes
14 damage. 14 Q Do you know if the school has fixed any of the
15 Q Andwhat do you mean when you say you could see 15 cdlingsinthetrailers?
16 therain damage? 16 A | don't know.
17 A When I looked up at the celling, there were 17 Q Inparagraph 10 you talk about the electrical
18 splotchesthat looked like they had been wet and dried. 18 wiring a Mark Keppd. | think you give two examples,
19 Q Did you ever notice any water in the gym? 19 onewiththe -- in your journalism class and then dso
20 A No. Therewaswater in the dance studio 20 inyour speech class.
21 actualy, because | took aerobicsin the dance studio. 21 When you say "The eectrical wiring  the
22 Andtherewere at least severd days where we couldn't 22 schoal isinadequate,”" are those the only two examples
23 usethe gym because it was flooded out. 23 you know of or are there others?
24 Q You couldn't use the gym becauseit was 24 A | know that the second semester of my freshman
25 flooded? 25 year dl of the dectrical wiring in my entire school
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1 blew out, and students were sent home early. And that 1 Q Andwho was your teacher for that class?
2 wasinthe morning about ten o'clock or so. 2 A | think -- I'm not sure about hisfirst name.
3 Q And do you know why it blew out? 3 | think it was Patrick. And hislast name was Reece.
4 A No. It had aso happened the year before that, 4 I'mnot totally sure on how to spell it right now.
5 because students told me that. 5 Q Did you ever use the computer |ab other than
6 Q And did you come back to school the next day? 6 during that speech class?
7 A Yes ‘ 7 A Occasiondly | usedit for journalism. When we
8 Q Andwasit repaired? 8 didnt have enough computersin our journaism room, we
9 A Yes 9 would send students over there.
10 Q So other than the blow-out your second 10 Q Do you know if the power ever went out during
11 semester, freshman year and the two examplesyou givein 11 thosetimes?
12 your declaration about the journalism class and your 12 A | don't know.
13 gpeech class, any other times you can recall a problem 13 Q Inparagraph 11 you talk about your printing
14  withthe électricd wiring at Mark Keppel? 14 class.
15 A | don't remember. 15 A Uh-hum.
16 Q Inparagraph 10 when you tak about the crew 16 Q Firstof dl, what is Pagemaker? Isthat a
17 coming on campusto film a commercia and they plugged 17 software?
18 their lights and equipment into an electrical outlet in 18 A Yes, it'sasoftware program we usein the
19 your journalism class and "their plugging equipment into 19 computer. The only reason | knew about Pagemaker is|
20 our outlet tripped our eectricity, and we had to 20 useditinjournadism. But the teacher never taught his
21 recover our work on the computers,” do you know why the 21 students about Pagemaker. He wasn't really teaching
22 plugging in of the equipment tripped the electricity? 22 them the newest way to do printing.
23 A | think they were using lights for the 23 Q Soyou used Pagemaker during your journalism
24 commercia that weretoo strong. | don't know for sure. 24  class but not your printing class?
25 They wereright outside my classroom, but they had used 25 A Every onceinawhile | would use Pagemaker,
Page 51 Page 53
1 theoutlet inside the classroom. And that's what 1 butitwas because | knew how to useit. And other
2 happened. It tripped the entire room. 2 students never got the instruction for it because there
3 Q Wasthere any other occasion that you recall 3 weren't enough computers.
4 that something was filmed at the school that tripped the 4 Q So there were some computers at Mark Keppel
5 dectricity? 5 that had the Pagemaker software?
6 A | don't remember. 6 A That wasin the printing classitself. There
7 Q And then when you talk about your speech class, 7 were acouple of computers that did have it.
8 "l saw the computer lab electricity blow out several 8 MS. LHAMON: For point of clarification, | didn't
9 timeswhen we were using the lab to write our speeches,” 9 understand your last answer. Were you saying that in
10 do you know why the electricity blew out in those 10 the printing class there were some computers that had
11 classes? 11 Pagemaker?
12 A Our lab had awhole -- it was awhole room of 12 THE WITNESS: Y eah, there were some, but it was --
13 computers. And our teacher told us it just wasn't 13 there were maybe six computers. | don't know the exact
14 enough eectricity for al the computers, so they would 14 number. But there were alot more students in the class
15 go out occasionally. And he would have to go get it 15 than that, so the teacher never taught the classroom how
16 fixed. 16 to usethe computer programs.
17 Q Wasthisinthe regular computer lab? 17 BY MS.VANSE:
18 A Yeah 18 Q Did you use a separate computer lab or did you
19 Q Wasthere only one computer lab at Mark Keppel? | 19 use the main computer lab at the school for the printing
20 A There was more than one. There were actualy 20 class?
21 two classrooms that we worked in that were jointly 21 A | would use the one -- the computersin the
22 connected. 22 classroom.
23 Q And that one joint classroom is the classroom 23 Q Sothe printing classroom actually had its own
24  that the electricity would go out in? 24 computers?
25 A Yesh 25 A Yesh
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1 Q Do you know how many computers? 1 A Yes
2 A It was maybe six to eight. | don't remember. 2 Q Do you know how many students werein the
3 Q And how many of those had the Pagemaker 3 class?
4 software onthem? 4 A I'mnot sure. Maybe 30.
5 A Maybefour or five. 5 Q How many students were in your journalism
6 Q Did you have separate computers for your 6 class?
7 journalismcourse? 7 A About 30 aswell.
8 A Yes 8 Q Other than the paste-it-up method with light
9 Q And did those computers have Pagemaker software 9 tables, did you learn anything elsein the printing
10 onthem? 10 cdlass?
11 A Yeah, they did. 11 A Welearned the actua print process with the
12 Q How many computers did you have for your 12 machine. That wasin additiontoit. But the Pagemaker
13 journaism course? 13 programis more about design, and so students would be
14 A When we started out, when | wasin my freshman 14 designing on the light tables instead of on the
15 year, we had older computers from the '80s. And then 15 computer.
16 theschool got ablock grant from the State of 16 Q Doyouknow if Mark Keppd could have had
17 Cdifornia, so we were ableto purchase more computers. 17 enough software, Pagemaker software, for al of its
18 Andwe added two computers, | believe it was my junior 18 computersin the printing classroom?
19 year. Sowe added three more, and that wasin addition 19 A | don't know.
20 to maybe six computers. And then my senior year we had 20 Q Didyou ever talk to Mr. Hong about using
21 acouple more computers, but usually that wasn't enough 21 Pagemaker during class?
22 for the classroom either. 22 A Yes | asked himif | could useit because the
23 Q And how many of the computersin your 23 samedesign | wasdoing, that | could do in amatter of
24 journdism class had the Pagemaker software? 24 five minutes, students were doing in 45 minutes. |
25 A All of the computershad it. The newer 25 asked himif | could useit. And he said it was okay as
Page 55 Page 57
1 computers had newer Pagemaker programs, and the older 1 long asthere was a computer open.
2 onescould only run the older version. 2 Q Didyou ever ask him why he wasn't teaching the
3 Q Wereyou actudly taught how to use Pagemaker 3 Pagemaker software?
4 inthejournalism class? 4 A Yeah, | asked him. And he said he didn't have
5 A It was mostly -- for me, it was sdlf-taught. 5 enough computers to teach, and the room was really
6 And for other students, | would try to teach them. 6 small. It was a separate little room that was connected
7 Either students would help each other or they would try 7 tothe classroom.
8 touseitthemsdves. 8 Q Do you remember if some of the students that
9 Q Theteacher never ingtructed on how to use 9 werein the printing class were also in your journalism
10 Pagemaker injournaism? 10 class?
11 A Not too much. Theteacher was more teaching 11 A There were none.
12 students how to write articles and advising students. 12 Q There were no students that were in both of
13 Q Did you use the Pagemaker software for the 13 your classes?
14 school newspaper? 14 A Yeah
15 A Yes 15 Q Inparagraph 11 when you state that, "Nobody
16 Q Gaoing back to your printing class, who was your 16 publishes anything the old way anymore, so we should be
17 printing teacher? 17 learning Pagemaker and learning publishing the way it's
18 A Mr. Jonathan -- | think it was Hong, H-o-n-g. 18 done now," what are you basing that statement on? By
19 Q Andyou said he didn't teach any of the 19 that | mean what do you mean by "Nobody publishes the
20 students how to use the Pagemaker software? 20 old way anymore"?
21 A Yeah 21 A I'vebeento printing labs and I've been to
22 Q What would he teach during the class? 22 newspapers, and they al use programs like Pagemaker.
23 A It was a paste-up method with light tables. 23 Q Inparagraph 11, "our school doesn't have
24 Q | takeit printing was an elective class at 24 enough equipment for us to learn what we can actually
25 Mark Keppd? 25 usetoday," are you referring to anything other than the
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1 Pagemaker software and computers? 1 doesthat meanto you?
2 A Yeah, and our printing. The machineswere old 2 A Morethan aweek. | mean, for example, when |
3 too, and they were secondhand machines that my teacher 3 takinthat paragraph about the heater and it brokein
4 hadtoget fromold printing labs. And | actualy 4 the middle of winter, and so my classroom was so cold
5 wanted to learn a better program in journalism called 5 that sudents were shivering during class and couldn't
6 Quak Xpress. And we weretold that we couldn't afford 6 concentrate. And it took them monthsto fix that. And
7 it and we would have to replace them in al computers 7 bythetimethey fixed it, winter was almost over.
8 for students to use and our program didn't have that 8 Q Youwould describe unreasonably long time as
9 typeof money. SoI'mlearning that program now in 9 anything more than aweek?
10 college, but | could have been learning it in high 10 A Yeah
11 school aswell. 11 Q You stated sometimesin your journaism class
12 Q The printing machines that you said were old or 12 the printing machines would break?
13 secondhand, did those work or did they not work? 13 A No. That wasinthe-- inthe printing class.
14 A Occasiondly they would bresk, and then my 14 Q Inthe printing class, okay. And how long
15 teacher would haveto fix them. 15 would it taketo fix those machines?
16 Q Just going back briefly to your printing class, 16 A | don't know.
17 werethere enough light tables for students to use with 17 Q How often would you have the printing class?
18 the paste-up method? 18 A | had that every day for one semester.
19 A No. Students would have to share. 19 Q Sodidyou ever noticeif it was broken on one
20 Q Do you know about how many tablestherewere? | 20 day, if it wasfixed the next or if it was still broken?
21 A No. | never counted. 21 A | don't remember.
22 Q How many students do you think would have to 22 Q And, aso, in paragraph 12 the heater that went
23 shareduring that class? 23 outinyour Spanish class, do you know what happened
24 A | don't know. It depended upon who showed up 24  with that heater?
25 inclass and who came early to get atable fird. 25 A 1 wasnever told why it broke, so | don't know.
Page 59 Page 61
1 Q Other than the Pagemaker software, the printing 1 Q Do you know if the school tried to fix it?
2 machines and the Quark X press software, anything else 2 A Wedl, eventualy they did, but | don't know why
3 you canthink of that fitswithin "our school doesn't 3 ittook solong. And I know my teacher complained about
4 have enough equipment for usto learn"? Anything else 4 it more than severa times.
5 you'rethinking of now? 5 Q Andwho was your teacher in that Spanish class?
6 A Injourndism we never redly had adequate 6 A IrisBreen, B-r-e-e-n. And her first nameis
7 computers-- | mean, cameras. So for doing articles, | 7 l-r-i-s.
8 wouldjust bring my own camerafrom home. And other 8 Q And you said she complained about it severa
9 studentswould do thet, too, because we had different 9 times?
10 students on different assignments. So we would just 10 A Yeah
11 send students out with their own cameras. 11 Q Wasthat during classor --
12 Q And how many cameras did you havein 12 A Shewould cdl in. | don't know where she
13 journaism? 13 cdled, but | think she called the main office to
14 A Wehad an old Polaroid that we didn't use. And 14 complain about it.
15 we had another camerathat was broken that was a 15 Q Andthisissomething that she would tell you
16 35 millimeter. And then | think it was my junior year 16 during class, that she had contacted someone about the
17 we purchased adigital camerathat we did use. 17 heater?
18 Q Anything -- any other classes you can think of 18 A Shewould do it as students were complaining
19 that there wasn't enough equipment? | know we've talked 19 about it to her.
20 alittle bit about the science classes but -- 20 Q Youdon't know if the schoal tried to fix it
21 A | don't remember. 21 sooner than within afew months?
22 Q Inparagraph 12 you state, "If anything breaks 22 A | don't know.
23 attheschool, it takes an unreasonably long time to get 23 Q Any other occasion when the heater brokeina
24 it fixed." 24 classroom?
25 When you say "an unreasonably long time," what 25 A No. | remember in my journdism class, in that

16 (Pages58to 61)



PEBoo~N~onswNE

NRNNE R R R R
NRPQOQWOWOWNOUDWN

Page 62

trailer that | talked about, in my freshman year our air
conditioner broke in the middle -- right asit was
becoming summer. And | think that took about aweek to
fix. But it was so unbearably hot that there were times
when | would be inside in the afternoon doing layout and
| would have to go outside for a breath of air before |
could go back inside to do my work.

Q And you think that was broken for about aweek?

A Yesh.

Q Sodo you think that was fixed within a
reasonable amount of time?

A | guessso. For some of the classtimeswe
couldn't even be inside for awhole period. So that was
pretty unreasonable. My teacher had to move us out of
the classroom and take us el sewhere because we couldn't
sit there the whole time. The only reason why | was
there for layout was because our computers were there
and that was for after-school use.

Q Sowhere did the teacher move the classroom?

A | don't remember the classroom that we went to,
but it was a class in the main building that wasn't
being used at thetime.
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did work?

A Yeah

Q Do you know why it took a month or two to fix
those lights in the hallway?

A No.

Q Do you know if the school tried to fix them?

A No, | dont.

Q Any other problems with things breaking at
Mark Keppel and it taking an unreasonable time to be
fixed?

A | don't remember.

Q Inparagraph 13 you state, "Wefed abad
stigma about our school." What does that mean?

A | think alot of studentsfelt that they went
to the school that was neglected. Therewasalot of
talk about students asking who -- you know, they would
compareit to the Cinderella story and they would ask
when their prince would come, because other schools
would get funding when we didn't. So students felt like
we were being neglected within the district.

And when the bond measures were being pushed,
people would ask us about that. When Prop 26 was -- was

23 Q Andthat classroom did have air conditioning? 23 being promoted, it was -- my school was one of the main
24 A Yes 24 schoolsthat wasin commercials. And teachers would get
25 Q Andyou said you werein the journdism class 25 cdlsfrom people around the state, like their relatives
Page 63 Page 65
1 whiletheair conditioning was broken becauseyouhadto | 1 who saw that, and they would say, "Oh, my God, you teach
2 do dfter-school layout activity? 2 & Mak Keppd. How could you teach at aplace like
3 A Yeah, because | wasin thejournalism class, 3 this?" And, you know, the teachers would fedl
4 whichisinstruction. Andthen| wasaso onthe 4 embarrassed about that, and some of them would talk
5 newspaper daff. So that was when we actudly produced | 5 about that with me.
6 thepaper, and | had to be in that room. 6 And | know students who told me when they went
7 Q Any other occasion you can think of when the 7 togames e other schools, the students would say, "Oh,
8 heater or theair conditioning broke? 8 my God, you go to that school? | sawiton TV," and
9 A No. 9 thingslike that.
10 Q Inparagraph 12 you talk about "when the lights 10 Q Would this be something students talked about
11 gooutinthe halways, they stay out for amonth or two 11 during the day, or isthis something you were doing for
12 before someone fixes them." Which hallways are you 12 the stories that you wrote?
13 referring to? 13 A Overdl | think it was just something that
14 A | remember that there was light in the halway 14 students would talk about because they would see the
15 upstairsinthe main building that went out, and | 15 cellingtiles or they would see the water, and it was a
16 watched it for awhile as| passed by, and it was over a 16 topic that was so -- I'm not quite sure how to say it,
17 period of many weeks before it was fixed. 17 but it was-- it was always on our minds, in away,
18 Q Any other area of the school? 18 because we witnessed the conditions every day.
19 A | don't remember. 19 Q Wasit discussed more when Prop 26 was being
20 Q Andwasthisthe entire -- were there rows of 20 proposed?
21 lightsinthe hallway that went out or wasit only one 21 A Yes
22 light? 22 Q And that bond measurefailed, right?
23 A Itwasasmdl row. | think it wasn't an 23 A Well, we had two bond measures, and then we had
24  entire halway. 24 the proposition. Thefirst bond measure was aredly
25 Q Sotherewere somelightsin that hallway that 25 big hit to Keppd because it would have dlocated
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23 miillion for our school. And we lost that bond
measure in the community by 214 votes.

So the next year we tried to pass another one,
and that failed by arealy smal margin, too. Sowhen
Prop 26 came around, it would have lowered the threshold
for voting from two thirds to just a simple mgjority.
And we thought that if that could have been passed, then
Keppel could have easily passed the bond measure. But
Prop 26 failed. And the school was hesitant about doing
another bond because they didn't want to put the money
and the time into doing something that would fail again.

Q Were you disappointed when the bond measures
failed?

A Yes. | washoping that they would pass. There
were two measures going on at the sametime. And one of
them passed for the dementary schools, and the other
one didn't pass for the high schools. And | felt that
was redly unfair.

Q | think you said you were pretty activein
promoting the bond measures?

A Yesh.

Q What would you do to promote them?

A | would talk to community members. | would
talk to parents. | would talk to students about talking
to their parents. And it was just getting the word out
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many of the classrooms.

Q And which schoal was that?

A San Gabrid High School. Much of AlhambraHigh
School was pretty new as well.

Q Arethose -- the San Gabriel High Schoal,
AlhambraHigh School -- what you're referring to when
you state, "when other schoolsin our district arein
much better condition"?

A Yes, those are the other schools.

Q Any other schoalsthat you think, in the
digtrict, that are in much better condition than
Mark Keppel?

A No, because those are the only two high schools
| could compareit to.

Q When you state that "people say things about
Mark Keppel being a ghetto school or a crappy schooal,"
did you hear people say that yoursdlf or is that what
someone else told you?

A | would hear people say that and | would hear
students talk about it.

Q Canyou remember any occasionsin particular
when you heard someone say that Mark Keppel was a ghetto
school?

A | can't remember, because | think it became a
running joke.
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about the bond. | wrote articles about that stuff so
that people would know abot it.

Q Why do you think they failed?

A | think that some people were worried about
property taxes, because the bonds would have raised
homeowner taxes. And people felt that the money should
have been coming from the state instead of coming just
from their pockets from within the community, because
they felt it was excessive. And so that'swhy it
failed.

Q And| think you said that the students at
Mark Keppel felt that the school was neglected within
the district. Arethere other schoolsin the district
that you think are better than Mark Keppel ?

A Yeah, | think inthe past -- | don't -- it
wasn't when | was in high school, but people talked
about how there was another bond that passed and Keppel
wasn't given most of the money. And so they were -- the
community was really disappointed about that. And they
didn't want to vote on another bond that wouldn't go to
the school. | think that might have been another reason
that was brought up by a taxpayers association that said
that. And the other schools were renovated in the past
ten years. | know one of them was renovated when | was
in high school, and they had brand-new facilities for
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Q A running jokea Mark Keppel or --

A Yesh

Q -- a other places?

Would this be something that other students
would say from other high schools?

A Yesh

Q Canyouthink of any timein particular when
you heard someone say that Mark Keppd was a crappy
school?

A | think -- | do remember one time when the
managing editor of the paper was -- shewasin
badminton. And we have the top-ranked team -- | don't
know about now, but at the time we had the top-ranked
teamin Cdifornia. And people would make fun of the
students because of the school they had heard about.
And it was kind of sad, because the team redlly worked
hard. And she told me that when | was in the news room.

Q Would people say these comments before the bond
measures were proposed?

A | think locdly, yeah, especialy the sports
teams because they would travel. But as the bond
measures and the proposition went around the state,
there was more talking abot it.

Q Arethere any other schoolsin Alhambrathat
people say it's a ghetto school or crappy school that
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1 youknow of? 1 Q What are you hoping this lawsuit will do for
2 A No. 2 theproblemsthat you've mentioned?
3 Q I'mjust going to go back and see. Other than 3 A | hopethat people will know more about
4 what we just talked about, are there any other problems 4 problemsin schools and that the budget for California
5 with overcrowding as you've defined it? 5 will alocate more money for schools so that these types
6 A | don't remember. 6 of problems can befixed. And | aso hope that problems
7 Q Soyou told me anything you remember about -- 7 acrossthe board are going to be fixed instead of fixing
8 A Yes 8 problemsat certain schools but leaving other schools
9 Q -- the problemswith overcrowding? 9 without.
10 How about any other problems with textbooks at 10 Q Do you think that the state should give more
11 Mak Keppd? 11 money to the schools or it should reallocate the money
12 A Students told me about sharing books and about 12 that's dready there?
13 not having enough books, but | didn't witness al of 13 A | think that both should be done, because even
14 that firsthand, especially because | wasin an AP class 14 & the schools within the district that we thought were
15 for much of thetime. 15 better than our school, they would sometimes complain
16 Q Andwhen would students have to share books? 16 about things that they needed, like books. And these
17 A | think the students who told me about sharing 17 arefrom students who talked to me that were my friends.
18 bookswereintheregular courses. And | think for the 18 And ]| don't really know that firsthand, but that's just
19 honorsand the AP courses, | don't know why, butwe-- | 19 what | heard.
20 we seemed to have more materials than the regular 20 Q Do you know how the state funds education in
21 classrooms. Sol didn't have to witness most of that. 21 Cdifornia?
22 Q Sowhen the students would tell you that they 22 A Not completely, but | know that when the
23 had to share books, did they describe that at dl, what 23 governor has the budget every year, then some money is
24 they meant? 24 dlocated for certain things.
25 A If they didn't have enough books, they would 25 Q Other than the money and awareness, anything
Page 71 Page 73
1 haveto shareit, you know, two students to one in the 1 dseyouthink or you want to see accomplished because
2 classroom. 2 of thelawsuit?
3 Q Did they say which classes that would happen 3 MS. LHAMON: Objection; mischaracterizes her
4 in? 4 testimony. She had alonger list than that.
5 A | don't know specifically. 5 Go ahead.
6 Q Any other problems you can think of you heard 6 THE WITNESS: | think that'sit.
7 about textbooks at Mark Keppel? 7 BY MS.VANSE:
8 A No. 8 Q Do youwant to seethe actual problems at
9 Q How about any other problems with the bathrooms | 9 Mark Keppe fixed, such asthe ceiling tiles or
10 a Mark Keppel? 10 bathrooms?
11 A | don't remember anything else. 11 A Yes, definitdly.
12 Q Any other problems with electrical wiring? 12 Q Do you think the schoal should fix those
13 A No. 13 problemsor the state?
14 Q Any other problems with facilities, such as 14 MS. LHAMON: Objection; calsfor alega
15 cellings? 15 conclusion.
16 A No. 16 THE WITNESS: | don' redlly know how the school
17 Q Any other problems with educational resources, 17 could get the money, because | know that the schodl is
18 like the Pagemaker software? 18 wadl aware of the problems, but we've aways been told
19 A No. 19 that wedidn't havethe money. So | don't know where
20 Q Any other problems with repair time for broken 20 that could come from, if it could come from the state or
21 itemsat Mark Keppel? 21 somewhere dse, even from abond measure. Honestly, |
22 A No. 22 don't redly care where the money comes from. | just
23 Q Any other problems with stigmas about the 23 want the problems fixed.
24 school? 24 BY MS.VANSE:
25 A No. 25 Q Do you think any of the problems that you've
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1 taked about should be fixed sooner than some of the 1 MS. VANSE: Isit 20 days now?
2 other problems? 2 MS. LHAMON: Do you need a different --
3 MS. LHAMON: Objection; hypothetical. 3 MS. VANSE: No. That'sfinewith me. If that's
4 Go ahead. 4 what the gtipulation is, I'm fine with that.
5 THE WITNESS: | think that having textbooks is 5 MS. LHAMON: And the court reporter can send the
6 redlyimportant. And I think the problem with the 6 copytomeat my office, and | will convey acopy to
7 celling tileswas a definite safety issue that should 7 Bichngoc Cao and take responsibility for getting the
8 have been addressed. 8 changesmade. Isthat okay?
9 BY MS. VANSE 9 MS. VANSE: Yes.
10 Q When you say "textbooks," you, yourself, had 10 MS. LHAMON: Sowell stipulate.
11 enough textbooksin your classrooms, correct? 11 MS. VANSE: So stipulated.
12 A Yesah, | had enough, but some of them, like | 12/
13 said, were outdated. 13 //
14 Q Sowhen you say that should be fixed, youmean | 14
15 that textbooks should be updated? 15
16 A Yes. Orinclassroomsthat didn't have enough 16
17 textbooks, more textbooks should be bought. 17
18 Q Do you think that you had -- or that there are 18
19 some good qualities about Mark Keppd? 19
20 A Yes. | think many of our teacherswere really 20
21 good teachers who tried the best that they could with 21
22 what they had. And we had studentswho worked hard. | 22
23 Andlike mysdif, | tried to use the resources that | did 23
24  have for what we had to do. 24
25 Q Anything else? 25
Page 75 Page 77
1 A | mean, wdl, with the sportsteams we dso 1
2 tried -- we used what we could have. We used our gym 2
3 eventhough it was kind of scary to have the ceiling 3
4 tileslooking like that, but we used the gym anyway. 4
5 And| think that's the attitude of my schoal, isthat we 5
6 trythe best that we can do. s
7 MS. VANSE: Okay. | think I'm done with my 8
8  questions. N 9 I, BICHNGOC CAO, do hereby declare under
9 MS. LHAMON: Great. Do you have a dtipulation? 10 penalty of perjury that | have read the foregaing
10 MS. _VANSE: May we st pul_at_e acopy of the 11 transcript; that | have made such corrections as noted
11 declaration can be used asthe origina? 12 herein, inink, initialed by me, or attached hereto;
12 MS. LHAMON: A copy of the declaration or the 13 that my testimony as contained herein, as corrected, is
13 depostion? 14 true and correct.
14 MS. VANSE: I'msorry. | just have copies of 15 EXECUTED this day of
15 documents. 16 ,a
16 MS. LHAMON: Absolutely. Ordinarily our (City) (State)
17 stipulation has been that the court reporter is relieved 17
18 of her responsibilities for the deposition and a copy of 18
19 the deposition can be used as an origind, that Bichngoc | 19
20 will have 20 days from receipt -- from our receipt of BICHNGOC CAO
21 theorigina deposition transcript to review the 20
22 transcript, to make any changes. And if she does not g;
23 make any changes by the 20th day after our receipt of 3
24 thetranscript, then dl parties can use the original o4
25 transcript asif it had been signed. o5
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I, the undersigned, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter of the State of California, do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
me at the time and place herein set forth; that any
witnesses in the foregoing proceedings, prior to
testifying, were placed under oath; that averbatim
record of the proceedings was made by me using machine
shorthand which was theresfter transcribed under my
direction; further, that the foregoing is an accurate
transcription thereof.

| further certify that | am neither financialy
interested in the action nor arelative or employee of
any attorney of any of the parties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have this date subscribed
my name.

Dated:

SHIRLEY J. LACUNZA
CSR No. 1708
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