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4 Cdifornia, on FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2001, at 9:58 A.M., 4 ALTAGRACIA GARCIA (By Mr. Rozwood) 403
5 before SYLVIA P. SHEAR, RPR, CSR NO. 3010. 5 (By Ms. Floyd) 446
6 6
7 APPEARANCES: 7
8 8
9 FORTHE PLAINTIFFS: 9 NO. PAGE DEPOSITION EXHIBITS
10 ACLU FOUNDATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 10 (NONE)
11 BY: CATHERINE E. LHAMON, ESQ. 11
12 1616 Beverly Boulevard 12 INFORMATION REQUESTED
13 Los Angeles, Cdifornia 90026-5752 13 (NONE)
14 (213) 977-9500 14
15 15 UNANSWERED QUESTIONS
16 FOR THE DEFENDANT STATE OF CALIFORNIA: 16 (NONE)
17 OMELVENY & MYERS 17
18 BY: S.BENJAMIN ROZWOQD, ESQ. 18
19 400 South Hope Street 19
20 Fifteenth Floor 20
21 Los Angeles, Cdlifornia 90071-2899 21
2 (213) 430-6000 22
23 23
24 24
25 25
Page 401 Page 403
1 APPEARANCES (CONTINUED): 1 LOSANGELES, CALIFORNIA
2 2 FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2001
3 FOR THE CROSS-DEFENDANT AND INTERVENOR LOSANGELES | 3 9:58 A.M.
4 UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT: 4
5 LOZANO SMITH 5 MR. ROZWOOD: Let's go on the record before we
6 BY: CYNTHIA S. FLOYD, ESQ. 6 swear in the witness.
7 2800 28th Street 7 Ms. Floyd brought a copy of Ms. Garcias
8 Suite 240 8 cumulativerecord. The record has been redacted as
9 Santa Monica, California 90405-6205 9 requested by Plaintiff's counsel and we are going to mark
10 (310) 382-5300 10 thisdocument as Exhibit 7 to Ms. Garcia's deposition in
1 11 lieu of afaxed copy we were using at the last session.
12 12 Isthat acceptable to counsel ?
13 13 MS. FLOYD: That's acceptable with counsdl, yes.
14 14 MS. LHAMON: That'sfinewith me, yes.
15 15
16 16 ALTAGRACIA GARCIA,
17 17 having been first duly resworn, was examined
18 18 and testified further asfollows:
19 19
20 20 EXAMINATION
21 21 BY MR. ROZWOOQD:
2 22 Q. Do you understand the effect of the oath you
23 23 havegiventoday, Ms. Garcia?
24 24 A. Yes.
25 25 Q. Isthere any reason you are unable to give your
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1 best testimony to the questions we will be asking today? 1 instancesin which students attended classes in which the
2 A. No, there's no reason. 2 classroom temperature fell outside the range of 65 to 80
3 Q. Okay. Thanks. 3 degrees?
4 What | would like to do is ask you afew 4 MS. LHAMON: Objection. Callsfor speculation.
5 quegtions about the conditions, school conditions alleged 5 Shehasn't tetified that she knew a particular range of
6 by the Plaintiffsin the Complaint, in the Plaintiffs 6 temperaturein the classroom.
7 First Amended Complaint, and have you answer to the best 7 MR. ROZWOQOD: She hastegtified that in one of
8 of your personal knowledge with respect to any facts that 8 her classes, the temperature was between 80 and 90
9 youareaware of relating to those allegations. 9 degrees.
10 And | want you to keep in mind that you have 10 MS. LHAMON: Inone of her classes.
11 provided testimony on certain of thesein the prior two 11 MR. ROZWOOD: Y ezh.
12 sessions of your deposition and we don't want to go over 12 MS. LHAMON: She didn' testify the temperature
13 thesameold ground at dl. We want to instead have you 13 ineach classroom shewasin.
14 testify to anything in addition to what you have already 14 MR. ROZWOOQOD: Correct.
15 tedtified to that you are aware of. 15 Q. | am saying other than that instance to which
16 Do you understand that? 16 you tegtified, are you aware of any other instances where
17 A. Yes. 17 thetemperature in your classroom has falen outside of
18 Q. So other than what you have previoudy testified 18 that range?
19 to, are you aware of -- et me ask you this. 19 MS. LHAMON: Cdlsfor speculation.
20 What did you do to prepare for your deposition 20 THE WITNESS: | am not aware of any other. It
21 today? 21 isjust theway you fed that it's pretty hot. But you
22 A. Nothing. 22 arenot sure exactly up to what degree.
23 Q. Did you review your prior deposition 23 BY MR. ROZWOOQD:
24 transcripts? 24 Q. Soyou are not aware of to your personal
25 A. No. 25 knowledge any classrooms that have temperatures -- strike
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1 Q. Did you review any declarations? 1 that
2 A. No. 2 So you are not aware of any classrooms that you
3 Q. Did you review the First Amended Complaint or 3 haveattended at Jefferson that actually have a
4 any other documents? 4 temperature either above 80 agrees or below 65 degrees,
5 A. No. 5 isthat correct?
6 Q. Areyou aware of any instances other than those 6 MS. LHAMON: Objection. Mischaracterizes prior
7 towhich you previoudy testified in which students were 7 testimony.
8 asked to share any textbooks at Jefferson in class? 8 THE WITNESS: Correct.
9 MS. LHAMON: Objection. Asked and answered. 9 BY MR.ROZWOQD:
10 THE WITNESS: What do you mean? 10 Q. Areyou aware of any instancesin which the
11 BY MR.ROZWOOD: 11 externa noise or the noise outside of your class has
12 Q. Areyou aware of any instances in which students 12 interfered with your ability to learn the subject matter
13 were asked to share textbooksin class at Jefferson other 13 of your classes?
14 than what you have aready tegtified to? 14 A. | just remember that sometimes there were like
15 A. Sofar what | havetestified isal | know about 15 some sort of machines working outside, but | don't
16 sharing books. 16 remember like actualy disturbing me.
17 Q. Okay. 17 For example, there were these machines where
18 MS. LHAMON: It soundslikewe are startingdown | 18 they used like -- they were like sort of trying to carve
19 aroad that's going to be quite repetitive. | do recall 19 into the cement, probably to check the plumbing and --
20 you asked at the end of each paragraph whether she had 20 but I don't think it actually bothered me.
21 any other information she hadn't aready told you about. 21 Q. Do you recdl which class you heard this
22 She answered that question. 22 drilling?
23 BY MR. ROZWOOD: 23 A. It was closeto the math building.
24 Q. Other than what you have already testified to in 24 Q. And for how many -- for how long did the
25 your deposition, Ms. Garcia, are you aware of any other 25  drilling machines continue?
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1 A. I'mnot sure. 1 Q. And on how many occasions did you personally see
2 Q. What year was this? 2 rasat that location on Jefferson?
3 A. In€deventh grade. 3 A. Praobably twice.
4 Q. Doyourecdl if it wasin the first or second 4 Q. Haveyou seen rats anywhere else a Jefferson
5 semester? 5 over your four yearsthere?
6 A. No, | don't remember. 6 A. No.
7 Q. Canyou give usyour best estimate of how long 7 Q. Didyou see any other rat-like creatures such as
8 itlasted? Wasit more than aweek, more than two weeks? 8 miceor -- well, such asmice --
9 A. Probably it was three days. 9 MS. LHAMON: Just leaveto it your imagination.
10 Q. Threedays? Just approximately; right? 10 BY MR. ROZWOOQD:
11 A. Yes. 11 Q. -- at Jefferson or anything that you consider to
12 Q. Canyouthink of any other instancesin which 12 besmilar tothat? Did you ever see any such creatures
13 externa noise at Jefferson interfered with students 13 other than the incidents, the two incidents you have
14 ability to learn the subject matter of their classes? 14 described to ustoday?
15 A. No. 15 A. No.
16 Q. Do you know if anybody complained about the 16 Q. Didyou complain or tell anyone about the
17 noise outside the math building that you have testified 17 presence of the rats?
18 about? 18 A. No.
19 A. No. 19 Q. Areyou aware of any other students that saw
20 Q. Did any of the students complain, to your 20 theserats?
21 knowledge, to the teacher or anyone else at Jefferson 21 A. No.
22 regarding that noise? 22 Q. And what time during the day did you see these
23 A. No. 23 ras?
24 Q. Do you know if the teacher complained to any of 24 A. It waslatein the afternoon.
25 the school administrators regarding that noise? 25 Q. After school?
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1 A. No. 1 A. Yes
2 Q. Areyou aware of any other studentsin your 2 Q. Bothtimes?
3 classor otherwise at Jefferson whose learning was 3 A. Yeah.
4 impeded by that noise? 4 Q. These were two different days that you saw them;
5 A. No. 5 correct?
6 Q. The Complaint aleges conditions that are 6 A. Correct.
7 unsanitary and unhealthful and | just want to ask you 7 Q. Do you know what the term "rotting organic
8 other than what you have testified to if you are aware of 8 materid" refersto?
9 the presence of any vermin, mildew or rotting organic 9 A. Isthat like metal being rotten?
10 materia at Jefferson High School ? 10 Q. | guessmetal probably isn't organic. Organic
11 A. Around in buildings or just out in the quad? 11 refersto something that isliving, | guess. It's not
12 Q. Let'stakethemoneat atime. Do you 12 really my term, so -- | amlikeyou. | don't really know
13 understand the term "vermin"? 13 for sure. But for purposes of this deposition, let's
14 A. Not redlly. 14 just useit as mold or mildew or rotting food or animals
15 Q. Let'suse aterm you do understand. How about 15 or anything that's alive asrotting or in an unhealthful
16 rats? 16 or unsanitary way. That'sthe best | can do.
17 A. Yes 17 Does that make sense to you?
18 Q. Have you seen any rats at Jefferson? 18 A. Yes, yes.
19 A. Around the big dumpster trash cans that are 19 Q. Have you ever seen any rotting organic material
20 closeto -- like the ones that we use to dump like 20 based on that understanding and usage of the term at
21 cardboard. 21 Jefferson High School ?
22 Q. Canyou describe the location of those cardboard | 22 A. No.
23 receptaclesthat you are referring to? 23 Q. I want to talk to you about fees, and | want to
24 A. They are just behind the cafeteria, like to the 24 ask youif you are aware of any instancesin which
25 dde of the cafeteria 25 students were charged afeeto participate in any courses
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1 or extracurricular offerings at Jefferson High School. 1 complete those assignments?
2 A. Any? 2 A. Well, there was aschool library, but we didn't
3 Q. Any. 3 actualy have enough time to stay there to make the
4 A. Wdl, we usualy have to pay for the AP test 4 research because there were perhaps around seven
5 wherewe haveto fill out like the application in order 5 computers, but the library was only available from 3:30
6 totakethe APtest. Wedso havetopay --weadsohave | 6 to4:00.
7 topay for the SAT. 7 Q. Wasit open and available before school ?
8 Q. You mentioned aso atest primer for the English 8 A. Before school? No.
9 class, but we covered that dready. 9 Q. Sotheonly times you could use the seven
10 Other than the AP test, the SATs and that test 10 computersin the library at Jefferson is between 3:30 and
11 primer, are you aware of any other instancesin which 11 4:00 o'clock in the afternoon?
12 student are asked to pay afeeto participate in academic | 12 A. Yes.
13 coursesor extracurricular offerings at Jefferson High 13 Q. Wasthat true for your entire four years?
14 School? 14 A. Yes. Perhapswe could usethe library during
15 A. Alsoif you wanted to take a class where they 15 lunch and nutrition, but they will ask for a pass.
16 will teach you how to take the AP test, you haveto pay. | 16 Q. What kind of passwould they ask for?
17 | believeit's $25 for that class. 17 A. Likeif you actually do have permission to go to
18 Q. For APor SAT? 18 thelibrary.
19 A. That'sfor the SAT. 19 Q. You mean from ateacher, for example?
20 Q. Isthat an optional course? 20 A. We were not exactly told from who.
21 A. Yes 21 Q. How do you know you would need a pass to use the
22 Q. Didyou take that course? 22 library computers during lunch or nutrition?
23 A. Yes. 23 A. Oncel tried to go during nutrition, but like |
24 Q. Who taught it? 24 will also ask Ms. Bailey, that's the assistant in the
25 A. Just -- well, | never -- they were not like 25 library, and | will ask her like whether we could come to
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1 teachersfromthat school. They basically -- they didn't 1 thelibrary at lunch and nutrition. And sometimes she
2 told us exactly where they were coming from, but they 2 will tell usthat it might be open or it might be closed
3 were not teachers from the school. 3 and some of the students cannot go into the library.
4 Q. Werethe classeslocated at Jefferson High 4 Q. Did she ever mention that you needed a passto
5 School? 5 getinatlunch or nutrition?
6 A. Yes. 6 A. Yes, because the security will basically just
7 Q. Were they conducted in regular classrooms? 7 take care of the main building. So you basically needed
8 A. Yes. 8 apassto belike around in the main building.
9 Q. Theteacherswere from somewhere other than 9 Q. Isit your understanding that you needed the
10 Jefferson High School; correct? 10 pass-- that the school required you to have a pass for
11 A. Correct. 11 security reasons?
12 Q. Canyou think of any other instances where 12 A. Yes.
13 studentswere asked to pay feesto participate in the 13 Q. And what do you base that understanding on?
14 academic courses or extracurricular offerings at 14 A. Whenever we try to go into the building, the
15 Jefferson High School? 15 security will not allow usto go into the building.
16 A. No. 16 Q. Did you ever ask Ms. Bailey or anyone else what
17 Q. Areyou aware of any instances where students 17 kind of passyou would need to use the library computers
18 were not provided with access to research materias 18 during lunch or nutrition?
19 aufficient to satisfy coursework or course instruction or 19 A. No.
20 assignments? 20 Q. Canyou think of any assignments you received
21 A. What do you mean? 21 over your four years at Jefferson that required you to
22 Q. Supposing a student gets an assignment that 22 make use of research materials where the school failed to
23 requiresresearch from ateacher in class. Areyou aware 23 provide you sufficient accessto such materials?
24 of any instances in which students were not provided with | 24 A. For my AP government class, we haveto
25 access, sufficient accessto research materialsto 25 research -- we have to research on the Internet, like
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1 stuff about like Mr. Clinton, and | don't remember quite 1 anyresearch. It wasjust to learn how to type, like the
2 wdll, but we also have to research on that. 2 basic gepsin learning how to use the keyboard.
3 Q. Wasyour AP government classin your senior 3 Q. Other than the library and your AP government
4 year? 4 class and these computers in the main building, can you
5 A. Yes. 5 think of any other locations where students could use
6 Q. Any other classes where you were given research 6 computers at Jefferson High School ?
7 assignments or assignments that required you to make use 7 A. No.
8 of research materials where the school failed to provide 8 Q. Do any of the seven computersin the library
9 you sufficient access to such materias? 9 have Internet access?
10 A. There were severa classes, but | don't remember 10 A. Totdl you thetruth, | don't know so well how
11 quitewell, but instead of going to -- trying to go to 11 tousethelnternet. If | knew how to usethe
12 theschoal library, | will just rather go to the public 12 Internet -- | actualy don't know.
13 library. | never made actualy the effort to just stay 13 Q. How about the computersin your government
14 theresinceit'sonly ahalf hour that we can stay after 14 class? Do you know if they have Internet capability?
15 school inthelibrary. 15 A. Yes.
16 Q. And with respect to your AP government class, 16 Q. They do haveit?
17 what did you do to obtain accessto the research 17 A. Yes
18 materialsyou needed to complete that assignment? 18 Q. Didyou ever access the Internet, try to use the
19 A. In the room we had some computers available 19 Internet in your AP government class computers?
20 during classtime. Wetried to use them some of the time 20 A. During class time when he gave us that extra
21 toresearch on that, but it was not plenty of time, so | 21 time, like ten minutes after class we were allowed to, by
22 tried to go to the public library. 22 thetimethe class ended.
23 Q. You said there were other classes where you had 23 Q. Do you think that the Internet access and
24 research assignments, too. Can you think of any specific 24 computer access at Jefferson are sufficient for students
25 examples other than the example you have giveninyour AP | 25 useto complete their course assignments?
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1 government class where you were not provided sufficient 1 MS. LHAMON: Callsfor speculation.
2 accessto research materials? 2 THE WITNESS: Isthere enough -- what you are
3 A. With AP English, we will read like books about 3 tryingto say islike that there is enough computers
4 two different authors and we have to compare and 4 available for the studentsto use?
5 contrast, and we also have to look at their autobiography 5 BY MR. ROZWOOQD:
6 of the authors and any other textbooks that they had 6 Q. I amasking if you think there are enough, yeah.
7 written, that the authors had written. And | think the 7 A. No. | believe that every classroom should have
8 school library is pretty small and will not have like the 8 atleast like five to seven computers for the students to
9 entireinformation that you will need in order to have a 9 use and they should be available after school aswell,
10 complete research paper. 10 but sincethere is no computers available, we just have
11 Q. Sothisisinyour AP English class? 11 togotolike public libraries. That'swhat | used to
12 A. Yes 12 do.
13 Q. You mentioned the library had seven computers; 13 Q. Isthat something you are seeking in this
14 correct? 14 lawsuit, isto have additional computers provided to
15 A. Correct. 15 sudentsin every classroom?
16 Q. And that your AP government class had computers | 16 A. Yes
17 aswdl? 17 Q. And your goal isto have between five to seven
18 A. During the second semester they were like sort 18 computers provided in each classroom?
19 of just putting those new computersin. 19 A. | believethat ten -- well, aslong asitis
20 Q. Areyou aware of any other locations at 20 sort of abig number between seven and ten. And also |
21 Jefferson High School that had computers? 21 would like for students to learn how to use the Internet
22 A. Inthe main building downstairs, the first 22 very well, to have like an assigned class where you -- to
23 floor, there were some computers available, but only for 23 belike an elective class and to adso be dert that the
24 an after-schooal class, or it was a class that you have to 24 classisavailable because there's no class.
25 dgnin, but it was not available for you to type or do 25 Like| told you before, | am not very good at
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1 using theInternet. | always haveto ask for help for 1 Q. Okay. So you have nothing to add on that point
2 that reason. Thereisno class available how to use the 2 toyour prior testimony; correct?
3 Internet. 3 A. Correct.
4 Q. Areyou saying you think that classes should be 4 Q. Areyou doing okay? Do you want something to
5 available or you think Internet classes should be 5 drink or do you want to take a break?
6 required at Jefferson? 6 A. | want to take a break and get something to
7 A. There should be computers and Internet classes. 7 drink.
8 Q. Available or required? 8 MR. ROZWOOD: Okay. Let'sgo off therecord.
9 A. Avallable. 9 (Recess taken.)
10 Q. So you don't think they should be required, 10 MR. ROZWOOD: Let'sgo back on the record.
11 students should be required to take those classes? 11 Q. Do you have acopy of the cumulative record we
12 A. | don't know how to tell you. Required likein 12 have marked as Exhibit 7 in front of you?
13 order for graduation? 13 A. Yes.
14 Q. Yes, like graduation requirement. 14 Q. You attended John Adams Middle Schoal; is that
15 A. Yes, | think it is very important, and we should 15 correct?
16 learn how to use the computers very well, like new 16 A. Yes.
17 technology. Well, sincethe years are going by and 17 Q. And how was your experience at that school ?
18 mostly -- | think that mostly there will be jobs where 18 MS. LHAMON: Objection. That question is vague
19 you haveto -- you need to learn to use the computer, 19 and overbroad, callsfor anarrative.
20 like build aweb page and send e-mails and al that 20 THE WITNESS: Experience about classes?
21 stuff. 21 BY MR. ROZWOOQOD:
22 Q. So you think that should be a graduation 22 Q. Would you say it was better there at Jefferson
23 requirement, an Internet computer class for every 23 orworse?
24  student? 24 MS. LHAMON: Objection. The question isvague.
25 A. Yes 25 THE WITNESS: | don't remember quite much about
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1 Q. For all public schoolsin California; correct? 1 during my junior -- like my junior -- my junior high
2 A. Correct. 2 school.
3 Q. Isthat something you are seeking in this 3 BY MR.ROZWOQD:
4 lawsuit? 4 Q. Do you remember if you ever had any textbook
5 A. Correct, yes. 5 problemsin junior high, textbook availability problems?
6 Q. For dl public schoolsin Cdlifornia? 6 A. No, | don't remember.
7 A. Yes 7 Q. Do you remember if you had any problemswith
8 Q. Arethere any computer classes offered at 8 substitute teachers or insufficient numbers of qualified
9 Jefferson or were there any in the four years that you 9 teachersin your junior high school?
10 attended Jefferson, to your knowledge? 10 A. | don't remember.
11 A. Jugtin ninth grade. My first semester | took 11 Q. Werethere sufficient restrooms for the students
12 thebasic on how to usethe keyboard. That'sit. 12 touseinthejunior high school?
13 Q. Areyou aware of any other computer classes 13 A. | don't really remember where the restrooms were
14 offered at Jefferson? 14 being placed.
15 A. No. There are no other classes available. 15 Q. Do you remember if there werelong linesto use
16 Q. You aso testified about there being 16 therestroomsin your junior high school?
17 insufficient numbers of desks or seatsin certain 17 A. Yes, therewerelong lines.
18 classes. Besidesthose classes, can you think of any 18 Q. And when were those line lines? When during the
19 other classes at Jefferson to your knowledge wherethe | 19 school day did you see those long lines?
20 rooms are so overcrowded that there are insufficient 20 A. During lunch and nutrition.
21 seatsfor each enrolled student to have his or her own 21 Q. Throughout al of lunch and all of nutrition?
22 seat? 22 A. Yes.
23 A. | just told you from my knowledge and 23 Q. BEvery day?
24  experience, | just told you before the classesthat were | 24 A. Wél, | remember once going to that restroom --
25 crowded, like the chemistry and the Spanish class. 25 | don't remember if | used to go to the restroom every
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1 day during lunch and nutrition, but | also tried not to 1 remember them, and here in this case | don't remember any
2 gotoo much to using the restrooms. 2 of theteacherslike being great teachers, that they
3 Q. Wasthe school site cleaned regularly at John 3 would plan any field trips we could actualy go and learn
4  Adams? 4 what we actually were talking about during classtime.
5 MS. LHAMON: Cadlsfor speculation. 5 Q. Okay. So none of the teachers from your middle
6 BY MR.ROZWOOD: 6 school stand out as great teachers; correct?
7 Q. Toyour knowledge. 7 A. Correct.
8 A. Theschooal, likethe entire -- like the entire 8 Q. Do any of the teachers stand out as especialy
9 schoal, for example, the rooms or just restrooms or -- 9 bad teachers from your John Adams experience?
10 Q. That'sagood point. 10 A. No.
11 How about just the restrooms? Are those cleaned 11 Q. Toyour mind they were all just average
12 regularly, to your knowledge, at John Adams? 12 teachers; correct?
13 A. No. 13 A. Correct.
14 Q. How often were they cleaned, to your knowledge? | 14 Q. ' would like -- you started Jefferson in ninth
15 A. | amnot sure, but like the same asin high 15 grade; right?
16 school. Therewere not sogp. There were like paper on 16 A. Yes.
17 thefloor. 17 Q. Okay. Can you tell me the names of your
18 Q. Would you say the problems with the restrooms at 18 teachersfor each classin your ninth grade semester?
19 John Adams were the same as the problems with the 19 A. Thefirst class called presem, | don't know
20 restrooms at Jefferson that you have aready testified 20 exactly what itis. | don't remember the teacher.
21 to? 21 Q. Wasthat a college prepatory seminar?
22 A. About the same. 22 A. | think.
23 Q. How about the problems with the availability of 23 Q. Do you recal who taught that class?
24  seatsor desksfor sudentsto sitin? You testified 24 A. No.
25 that there were some problems, for example, in your 25 Q. Do you recall what was covered in that class or
Page 425 Page 427
1 chemigtry classat Jefferson. Were there similar 1 whereit waslocated?
2 problemsat John Adams, to your knowledge? 2 A. | remember having my English teacher saying
3 A. Not that | canrecall. 3 something about college.
4 Q. Canyou think of any other problems at John 4 Q. Your English 9-A teacher?
5 Adams such as the ones we have discussed with respect to 5 A. Yeah.
6 Jefferson High School? 6 Q. And who was that?
7 A. No. 7 A. Ms. Burke. | think during our English classwe
8 Q. Didyou like your teachers at John Adams? 8 aso had to cover that, but we never did. Shejust took
9 A. | don't remember quite well my teachers. 9 care about covering English.
10 Q. Do you remember any teacher that wasin your 10 Q. Who taught your introduction to social science
11 mind abad teacher? And you can take aminute to look at 11 classin ninth grade, first semester?
12 your specific classes to seeif you remember any bad 12 A. | don't remember.
13 teachersthat you had, in your mind, at John Adams Middle 13 Q. How would you rate Ms. Burke as an English
14 Schooal. 14 teacher with respect to your English 9-A class?
15 MS. LHAMON: Vague asto "that." 15 MS. LHAMON: Asked and answered.
16 BY MR.ROZWOQD: 16 BY MR. ROZWOOQOD:
17 Q. Wéll, to clarify what | mean, last time we spoke 17 Q. Onascdeof 1to 10?
18 about thingsthat you think make agood teacher. | just 18 MS. LHAMON: Asked and answered.
19 want you in your own words, using your own sense of what 19 THEWITNESS: 8.
20 makesagood teacher, to tell uswhat, if any, classes 20 BY MR.ROZWOOQD:
21 you had a John Adams Middle School where you didn't have | 21 Q. Isthat using the factors that we discussed last
22 agood teacher in that sense. 22 time about what makes up a good teacher?
23 A. | think there were just like average teachers 23 A. Yeah.
24 that were giving out lessons, because basicaly good 24 Q. Do you recall who your teacher was in your ninth
25 teachers-- there are some events that will make you 25 grade math 1-A class?
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1 A. Mr. Swinehart. 1 deserves a5 on ascale of 1 to 10 as a teacher?
2 Q. And how would you rate Mr. Swinehart as a 2 A. We never actually had any textbooks to use and 1
3 teacher? 3 think he was not really prepared with the lesson plan.
4 MS. LHAMON: Asked and answered. 4 He would just give us like outdated sort of articles to
) MR. ROZWOOD: I don't have him down here. 5 read and just write like a response paper every day.
6 Q. Ihave other teachers listed, but I don't have 6 Q. Any other reasons why you think he deserves a 57
7 that one. ' 7 A. No. I cannot think of any other reasons.
8 Did you take Mr. Swinehart in your senior year? 8 Q. Can you think of anything about your classroom
9 A. During tenth. 9 conditions in your ninth grade first semester classes
10 Q. During tenth. Okay. 10 that interfered with your ability to learn the subject
i1 1 don't have a recollection. Do you have the 11 matter? [ will give you an example of what I mean.
12 depo? 12 Were there falling ceiling tiles or other
13 MS. LHAMON: We don't have the transcript from 13 conditions in your classroom that distracted the students
14 the second day. 14  or distracted you from the subject matter of the classes
15 MR. ROZWOOD: 1 thought you ordered an advanced | 15 for any of your ninth grade classes for the first
16 copy. 16 semester of your ninth grade?
17 MS. LHAMON: No, I didn't. 17 A. From the first semester, the only class that I
18 MR. ROZWOOD: There wasn't a rough sent to 18 didn't like was health.
19 you-- 19 Q. And other than what you have already testified
20 MS. LHAMON: No. 20 to, why didn't you like it?
21 MR. ROZWOOD: -- by the reporter? 21 MS. LHAMON: Assumes facts not in evidence that
22 MS. LHAMON: No. 22 that might be the only reasons.
23 MR. ROZWOOD: Well, I have a different 23 BY MR. ROZWOOD:
24  recollection and I am not trying to cover old ground, but 24 Q. Are those the only reasons you didn't like your
25 my notes don't indicate an answer to this question. 25 health class the reasons you gave for giving
Page 429 Page 431
1 How was Mr. Swinehart in your ninth grade math 1 a5 asateacher?
2 1-A class as a teacher on a scale of 1 to 10? 2 A. Yes.
3 A T 3 Q. Can you think of any other problems, looking at
4 Q. Were there sufficient instructional materials 4 your classes in your first semester of ninth grade, that
5 for the students in your ninth grade math 1-A class? 5 existed at Jefferson High School that you are seeking to
6 MS. LHAMON: Asked and answered. 6 improve or remedy by way of this lawsuit?
7 THE WITNESS: Sufficient materials, you mean 7 A. Like basically I think we were to have
8 what? What do you mean by that? 8 textbooks. It will be better because in my English class
9 BY MR. ROZWOOD: 9 we didn't actually have a textbook. We had to use a
10 Q. Did every student have a textbook to use in that 10 copy. We were trying to act out from "Romeo and
11 class? 11 Juliette" with these fat copies, like --
12 A. Thad a textbook to use. 12 Q. Can you think of any other examples like that of
13 Q. Do you know if there were sufficient textbooks 13 problems that existed in your classes during your first
14  for every student to have his or her own textbook in use 14 semester of ninth grade that you are seeking to remedy by
15 inthe class? 15 way of this lawsuit?
16 A. I'm not sure. 16 A. No.
17 Q. Do you know who taught your ninth grade health 17 Q. Can you look at your second semester of ninth
18 class? 18 grade. Yousee it?
19 A. Thbelieve it's 19 A. Yes.
20 Q. How would you rate as ateacherona | 20 Q. Did you have Ms. Burke for 9-B?
21 scaleof 1 to 10? 21 A. Yes.
22 A. 5. 22 Q. Sorry, English 9-B?
23 Q. Why such a low number? 23 A. Yes.
24 A. He will never get up from his seat. 24 Q. And did you have sufficient instructional
25 Q. Any other reasons why you think— 25 materials for the class work in that class?
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1 A. No. 1 Q. And the sameistrue of the college class taught
2 Q. What instructional materials were you missing? 2 inyour ninth grade first semester, correct, or isit
3 A. | don't remember having atextbook that she will 3 cdled college preparatory seminar?
4  referto. | don't even remember like having like sort of 4 A. Yes.
5 any other books like novels that we could read. 5 Q. That was part of -- that was taught as part of
6 | don't exactly remember what we were doingin 6 your English 9-A class by Ms. Burke aswell?
7 that class. Wewere just probably trying to learn how to 7 MS. LHAMON: Do you mean 9-B, Ben, in the second
8 writeessays. 8 semester?
9 Q. And how about the second classthere? What 9 MR. ROZWOOD: No. | amreferring to the college
10 classisthat? 10 preparatory seminar --
11 A. | don't know. 11 MS. LHAMON: Sorry.
12 Q. What about the next class, math 1-B? Did you 12 MR. ROZWOOD: -- inthefirst semester of her
13 have Mr. Swinehart for that class aswell? 13 ninth gradeyear. | amjust trying to seeif it'sthe
14 A. Yes 14 same relationship to the English class.
15 Q. Did you have sufficient instructional materials 15 THE WITNESS: Yes.
16 for that class, atextbook for every student, for 16 BY MR. ROZWOOD:
17 example? 17 Q. Asthe educationa career planning classes?
18 A. | remember having atextbook for that class. 18 A. Yes, itis.
19 Q. You do or do not remember having atextbook for | 19 Q. Soit wasn't aseparate classroom? It wasn't a
20 that class? 20 separate time of day; correct?
21 A. | do. 21 A. Correct.
22 Q. How about introduction to what, composition? 22 Q. Do yourecall if you were provided any
23 Isthat the next classthere? 23 additional materias for those classes by Ms. Burke,
24 A. Yes 24 handouts, fliers, brochures or anything like that with
25 Q. Do you recall who taught your introduction to 25 respect to those classes?
Page 433 Page 435
1 composition? 1 A. Wewerejust trying to write essays, but | don't
2 A. | recal that was introduction to computers. 2 remember specificaly from what -- what were the subjects
3 Q. Oh, to computers, | am sorry. Well, you told me 3 that we were supposed to write those essays on.
4 therewere no computers. Well, | don't know. |I'msorry. 4 Q. Do you recall receiving essay assignments for
5 A. Thisisthe onel wastelling you about they 5 those college and career planning classes?
6 werejust showing usthe basic typing. 6 A. No. Shedidn' actually cover anything based on
7 Q. Oh, okay. That'sthe one that you referred to 7 careers. Only once wetried to get hold of some
8 earlier where you learned the keyboard? 8 brochures and tried to make a career fair outside. That
9 A. That wasjust keyboard. 9 wasthe only timethat | remember covering some sort of
10 Q. Gotit. Do you recall who taught that class? 10 subjects about -- some sort of material for that class.
11 A. No. 11 Q. Canyou describe the career fair in more detail
12 Q. Were there sufficient computers made available 12 for us?
13 toevery student in that class, to your knowledge? 13 A. | just remember that we had to take out atable
14 A. Yes 14 out on the quad and we will just put fliers on the table
15 Q. And what doesed C. plan 1 and 2 refer to? 15 and for studentsto get if they wanted to. That'sit.
16 A. | believe those were the classes that Ms. Burke 16 Q. Thequad area, isthat during lunch?
17 asohadto teach, but | don't remember exactly what she | 17 A. Yes, during lunch.
18 had to cover for that class. Shejust basically 18 Q. And what types of materials did you make
19 concentrated on English. 19 available for students at the career fair?
20 MS. LHAMON: Career and educational planning? | 20 A. Therewerejust fliers from colleges.
21 THEWITNESS: Yes. 21 Q. Canyou remember anything else that you did in
22 BY MR. ROZWOOQD: 22 connection with your college or educational career
23 Q. So were those classes taught as part of your 23 planning classes?
24 English class? 24 A. No.
25 A. Yes. 25 Q. Turnto your tenth grade year. Do you recall
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1 who taught your honors English 10-A class? 1 BY MR.ROZWOOQD:
2 A. Ms. Burke. 2 Q. I'msorry?
3 Q. How about your honors world history A class? 3 A. Mr. Bachrach.
4 A. Ms. Ewdll. 4 Q. Thanks.
5 Q. How do you spell that? 5 Other than what you already testified to in your
6 A. I don't remember. | think itiswith an 6 deposition, can you think of anything about your first
7 E-w-el-l. 7 semester in tenth grade that interfered with your ability
8 Q. Okay. Wewill go with that. How was Ms. Ewell 8 tolearn the subject matters of your classes?
9 asateacher onascaleof 1to 10? 9 MS. LHAMON: Cdlsfor speculation asto what
10 A. 8 10 interfereswith her learning.
11 Q. What isyour best estimate of her age at the 11 Y ou can answer if you know.
12 timeyou took her? 12 THE WITNESS: For film class, we didn't actually
13 A. Late 30's. 13 haveany textbooksat al. Mr. Bachrach had to go and
14 Q. Wasthere sufficient instructional materials 14 rent filmson hisown.
15 madeavailable for studentsto usein that world history 15 BY MR. ROZWOOQD:
16 class? 16 Q. Canyou think of anything else that interfered
17 A. Yes. 17 with your ability to learn the subject matter of your
18 Q. Who was your teacher in your honors biology 18 tenth grade first semester courses --
19 class? 19 A. No.
20 A. | don't remember his name. 20 Q. -- other than what you have aready testified
21 Q. Washe agood teacher? 21 to?
22 A. Yes 22 A. No.
23 Q. Onascdeof 1to 10, what would you give him? 23 Q. Turning to your second semester, did Ms. Burke
24 A. 7. 24 teach your English 10-B class?
25 Q. And if you had to give us your best estimate of 25 A. Yes.
Page 437 Page 439
1 how old he was when you took his class, what would you 1 Q. And Ms. Ewdll taught the history class?
2 tdlus? 2 A. Yes
3 A. Mid50's. 3 Q. And the same teacher you had for honorsbio A
4 BY MR.ROZWOQD: 4 taught the honorsbio B class?
5 Q. And who taught you the honors math 2-A class? 5 A. Yes.
6 A. Mr. Swinehart. 6 Q. Do you remember his name?
7 Q. Did you have sufficient instructional materials 7 MS. LHAMON: Asked and answered.
8 touseinyour tenth grade math 2-A class? 8 THEWITNESS: No.
9 A. Therewas a delay with the textbooks. 9 MR. ROZWOOQOD: Maybe she, you know, looking at
10 Q. How long did the delay take? 10 thisexhibit for a second refreshed her recollection.
11 A. Around two weeks. 11 MS. LHAMON: Shewaslooking at it when you
12 Q. After they arrived, did every student have a 12 asked her the first time.
13 textbook to usein that class? 13 MR. ROZWOOD: Shewaslooking at a different
14 MS. LHAMON: Asked and answered. Wehavebeen | 14 part of it.
15 over thisground. 15 MS. LHAMON: Biology A.
16 MR. ROZWOQD: Okay. Inthisclasswe have? 16 BY MR.ROZWOOQD:
17 MS. LHAMON: Yes. 17 Q. If you remember, will you let us know?
18 BY MR.ROZWOOQD: 18 A. Yes
19 Q. Thisisthe delay you have previoudy testified 19 Q. Okay. And how about your math 2-B class? Was
20 to? 20 that Mr. Swinehart aswell?
21 A. Yes 21 A. Yes
22 Q. Okay. Thanks. We can kip it. 22 Q. And Mr. Bachrach taught your film class;
23 How about your film class? Who taught that? 23 correct?
24 A. Mr. Bachrach. 24 A. Correct.
25 MS. LHAMON: Asked and answered. 25 Q. Can you think of anything other than what you
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1 have already testified to in your deposition that 1 the lessons in honors chemistry?
2 interfered with your ability to learn the subject matter 2 A. Well, I really didn't make much sense of
3 of your classes during your second semester of tenth 3 chemistry.
4 grade at Jefferson? 4 Q. Did Mr. Contreras communicate the lessons in
5 MS. LHAMON: Calls for speculation and for 5 honors chemistry clearly to his students?
6 expert testimony. Just to save time, I will interpose a 6 MS. LHAMON: Calls for speculation as to other
7 continuing objection any time you ask that question, that 7 students.
8 it calls for speculation and calls for expert testimony. 8 You can answer the question as to whether it was |
9 THE WITNESS: I don't remember. 9 clear to you.
10 BY MR. ROZWOOD: 10 THE WITNESS: The only thing that kind of makes
11 Q. You have nothing other than what you have 11 sense was the Periodic Table, but then I really didn't
12 already testified to that you can provide in response to 12  understand much about what he was basically saying.
13 my question? 13 BY MR. ROZWOOD:
14 A. Thave nothing to add. 14 Q. Did Mr. Contreras have adequate control over the
15 Q. Okay. Let's look at your eleventh grade year. 15 students in his classroom, to your knowledge?
16 Mr. Bachrach taught you advanced film; correct? 16 A. What do you mean by "adequate control"?
17 A. Correct. 17 Q. Did the students listen to what he said? Were
18 Q. How about AP English? That was Ms. Burke as 18 they unruly? Did they talk during class, ignore his
19  well? 19 lectures, or did he run an orderly classroom?
20 A. No. 20 A. Well, the students were not really talking. If
21 Q. Okay. Who taught you that class? 21 they had to talk, they will whisper.
22 A Well, only like for the first week. 22 Q. Can you think of anything about your chemistry
23 Q. Is that the class we covered in earlier 23 class that interfered with your ability to learn the
24 deposition testimony where you never got a permanent 24 subject matter other than what you have already testified
25 assigned teacher for your English class? 25 to?
Page 441 Page 443
1 A. Yes. 1 A. Well, for that honors chemistry class, we had
2 Q. Okay. So we can skip that. 2 talked about the overcrowding and not enough supplies to
3 Who taught you AP history? 3 make any experiments.
4 A. Ms. Ewell. 4 Q. Can you think of anything other than what you
5 Q. And who -- okay. I'm sorry. I probably already 5 have already testified to that would also interfere with
6 asked you this. Who taught honors history? 6 your ability to learn?
7 A. Mr. Contreras. 7 A. No.
8 Q. And how would you rate Mr. Contreras as a 8 Q. And who taught you the math 3-A class?
9 teacher on a scale of 1 to 10? 9 A. Ms. Rivas.
10 AT 10 Q. For both semesters, both 3-A and 3-B?
11 Q. And how old would you say he was when youtook | 11 A. Yes.
12 him? 12 Q. And who taught you your Spanish class?
13 A. Early 30's or mid 20's. I mean late 20's. 13 A. Mr. Abea.
14 Q. Would you say Mr. Contreras was a good teacher? 14 Q. For both Spanish 1-A and 1-B?
15 A. He was an okay teacher. 15 A. Yes.
16 Q. Did he care about the students’ ability to learn 16 Q. Other than what you already testified to, is
17 the subject matter? 17 there anything that interfered with your ability to learn
18 MS. LHAMON: Calls for speculation. 18 the subject matter in Ms. Rivas' math classes in eleventh
19 BY MR. ROZWOOD: 19 grade?
20 Q. To your knowledge. 20 A. There is no additional -- there is nothing else
21 A. Tdon't remember him putting any extra time 21 I can say about the eleventh grade semester.
22 after school for students to go and ask him any questions 22 Q. In math; is that correct? Nothing?
23 or any doubts that they had during class time, any 23 A. Correct.
24  subjects that he covered during class time. 24 Q. Is there anything else you can add to what you
25 Q. Do you think he was effective in communicating 25 already testified to with respect to what conditions at
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1 Jefferson might have interfered with your ability to 1 responsiblefor obtaining al documents responsive to the
2 learn about the subject matter in Mr. Abea's eleventh 2 categories set forth in the deposition notice that are
3 grade Spanish class? 3 within their custody, possession or control; not just in
4 A. Wedidn't have the textbooks available to use, 4 the possession you have stated to me, both | believe on
5 only aset of textbooks during classtime. 5 and off the record, that you refuse to provide any
6 Q. Anything else? 6 documents outside of Plaintiff's possession, persond
7 A. That wasthe classthat we also covered in the 7 possession. We disagree with that and we reserve the
8 last deposition that it was overcrowded and it was not 8 right to compel further production and continue this
9 heldinthe proper classroom. 9 deposition accordingly.
10 Q. Anything else? 10
11 A. No. 11 EXAMINATION
12 Q. Did every student have atextbook to usein 12 BY MS. FLOYD:
13 Mr. Abeds eleventh grade Spanish class? 13 Q. Ms. Garcia, are you aware of any instances where
14 A. We had to share books. 14 astudent transferred from one track to another while you
15 Q. Okay. Moving on to your twelfth grade year. 15 werethere at Jefferson?
16 Mr. Bachrach taught your advanced film classes; correct? | 16 A. Oncel actually had that in mind of
17 A. Correct. 17 tranferring, and | actually asked -- | don't remember
18 Q. And Ms. Burke taught your AP English literature 18 exactly who, but someone in the counsaling office whether
19 classes? 19 we were able to change to another track. But we were
20 A. Correct. 20 unable because -- since al of the tracks were completely
21 Q. And who taught your drama classes? 21 full, especialy A track. | think it haslike sort of
22 A. Ms. Nicodemus. 22 the highest preference for students.
23 Q. And I'msorry if | forgot hisname. Who taught 23 Q. Okay. So your answer isno?
24 your AP government class? 24 A. No. We cannot make any transfersinto some
25 A. Mr. Goodwin. 25 other tracks.
Page 445 Page 447
1 Q. Mr. Goodwin. And he also taught your economics 1 Q. Soareyou saying that if space had been
2 class? 2 availablein another track, you could have possibly
3 A. Yes 3 transferred into that track?
4 Q. And who taught your math class? That was 4 A. | believe that the problem that we were not able
5 Mr. Swinehart? 5 totransfer isthe inability of space.
6 A. No. That'sMs. Rivas. 6 Q. That'sthe only reason why you wouldn't have
7 Q. Ms. Rivas. 7 been ableto transfer into another track?
8 Other than what you have tegtified to previoudy 8 A. That'sthe only reason | know. Probably there
9 inyour deposition, can you think of any other conditions 9 might be some other reasons with the counselors, but
10 inany of these classesin your senior year that 10 that'sthe only information that | got hold of from one
11 interfered with your ability to learn the subject matter 11 of the assistantsin the classroom office.
12 of those courses? 12 Q. Okay. Do you think you have benefited from
13 A. No. 13 being able to take the honors classes that you took?
14 MR. ROZWOOD: Okay. Subject to receiving all 14 A. Excuse me?
15 documents responsive to the deposition notice, we reserve 15 Q. Do you think that you have benefited from being
16 our right to continue to depose this witness upon receipt 16 ableto take so many honors classes?
17 of those documents. 17 A. Not redlly, because actually | just had ahard
18 We are ready to hand it over to Ms. Floyd. 18 time. They will give out several work, but there was not
19 MS. LHAMON: [ just want to let you know that we 19 actual help or textbooks that we could use or refer to,
20 have produced al documentsin our possessonandwehave | 20 and it wasjust athing that | just wanted to get over
21 nothing further to produce in response to that deposition 21 withinstead of actually having the pleasure of learning
22 notice. 22 something new.
23 MR. ROZWOOD: | think we have an adequate 23 Q. Did you choose to take honors classes rather
24  statement of our position on the record, but | haven't 24 thanregular classes?
25 checked it, soit's our view that the Plaintiffs are 25 A. Ms. Burke was the one that told me whether |
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1 would like to take classes, like honor classes, and | 1 Q. Okay. Soif youhadtodo it al over again,
2 think she was the one that made the decision. 2 would you if you had the opportunity, would you choose to
3 Q. Soyou didn't have a choice in the matter? 3 takethe AP classesthat you took or would you instead
4 A. | had a choice about taking regular or honors 4 have chosenjust to take the regular classes?
5 clases? 5 A. Wdll, | anglad | actually took the AP classes
6 Q. Yes 6 becauseit wasathing likeif you fedl sort of
7 A. Yes, | had that choice. 7 comfortable with the teacher, you would like to continue
8 Q. Okay. Aside from the information Ms. Burke 8 with the same teacher and they will tell usthat they
9 provided to you regarding honors classes, why did you 9 will beteaching the class. And at the beginning of
10 decideto go ahead and take the honors classes? 10 course they will tell you that you will learn this and
11 MS. LHAMON: Objection. Assumesfactsnotin | 11 that and it will be good for your college record, for
12 evidence. There may not have been another reason. 12 your high school record in order to stand out in college.
13 THE WITNESS: Well, | wastold like from 13 But it actually didn't work that way. But yes,
14 studentsthat honor classes was like standing out from 14 | amactually glad that | took classes becauseit's like
15 other students, that you actually like to do good in 15 if you are being offered something and you think that you
16 schooal, like taking courses that are much more advanced | 16 aregoing to gain alot of knowledge fromit, | will go
17 thanregular classes. 17 forit.
18 BY MS. FLOYD: 18 Q. Do you think there were enough honors classes
19 Q. Did you choose to take honors classes for any 19 offered at Jefferson?
20 other reasons? 20 MS. LHAMON: Callsfor speculation. Vague asto
21 A. No. 21 “enough."
22 Q. Didyou haveto quaify in order to enroll in an 22 THE WITNESS: The only classesthat | heard from
23 honorsclass? 23 isjust that honors math, and | believe | only took it
24 A. | don't remember for honors class doing anything | 24 for like the tenth grade, yes. But other than that, |
25 special, but for AP class, we haveto fill out an 25 think that there were several honor classes available.
Page 449 Page 451
1 application and we aso have to present like aletter to 1 BY MS FLOYD:
2 our parents for them to sign whether they agree or 2 Q. Do you think more honors classes should have
3 disagreefor usto enroll into the AP class. 3 been offered?
4 Q. Why did you decide to apply for AP classes? 4 A. It depends. If likeatutor or ateacher could
5 A. | wasaso told that they will give you an extra 5 actually spend more time with astudent, then | think
6 point on the gradeslike for your GPA and that if you 6 honor classes should be available. Sinceit requires
7 passatest with a3 and above, you will also get college 7 much more work than the regular class, that should be an
8 credit. 8 offer of atutor to help the student.
9 That's one of the main reasons, because | really 9 Q. Okay. Do you know of any students who were
10 dowant to goto college, like abig university, and | 10 unableto enroll in honors classes at any point while you
11 think that thisisthe way that will actually help out 11 werethere?
12 and stand out as a student. 12 MS. LHAMON: Vagueasto "enable." Do you mean
13 Q. Okay. Do you think that you benefited from 13 unable because of ability or unable because the class was
14 taking the AP classes? 14 overenrolled?
15 A. No. 15 BY MS FLOYD:
16 Q. Why not? 16 Q. For any reason.
17 A. Especially because of the reason that we had 17 A. | remember there was this student named Jesus.
18 subdtitute after substitute and we didn't -- | feel that 18 Hetriedto enrall, but | couldn't really figure out what
19 | actudly did had a hard time like with completing like 19 washisproblemto enroll in honors classes. And he used
20 assignmentsfor the reason that like many of the teachers 20 to"diss' us, like"Honor students, honor students, boo."
21 didn't havelike atime available, free time for sudents 21 But heasotold me oncethat hetried to enrall. |
22 to communicate one on one and help them out. 22 didn't used to talk to him very well and so, no, | don't
23 For example, my English teacher, most of the 23 know exactly any reasons that they cannot enroll.
24 time shewould be just like running around the school and | 24 Q. Inyour earlier testimony, you talked about a
25 you could not get ahold of her easily. 25 persond development class taught by Mrs. Wallins, the
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1 counsdlor. 1 Q. Asdefromfinancia aid materias, were you
2 A. Yes. 2 provided any ingtructional materials during this class
3 Q. 1 was hoping you could provide some 3 youtook?
4 clarification regarding a statement you made. 4 A. Any other like -- basically shetold us like we
5 Y ou referenced acommunity college. You said 5 had to make our own research into a college that we --
6 something to the effect that the college preparation 6 college of our decisionsto attend, and | just researched
7 classwas aclass available by a community college. 7 onacollege from Florida, but that'sit.
8 Do you recall that? 8 Shewill not tell us-- | would like for her to
9 A. Yes. 9 like go through different colleges and stating different
10 Q. What did you mean by that? 10 interests and magjorsthat they offer, but sheleft it all
11 A. Well, there were some classes offered at 11 onour own to research and decide what college.
12 Jefferson High from SantaMonica College. And | dsohad | 12 Q. Did anyone else aside from her talk to the
13 theideathat | would liketo go to like get credit in 13 dudentsor ingtruct the students during some point in
14 order for me not to take those classeswhen | gointo a 14 theclass?
15 college. So that was one of the reasonsthat | tried to 15 A. Therewasonly thisyoung lady that told us
16 cover one of those classes. 16 about an essay that we have write, try like our own
17 Q. Okay. So the personal development class that 17 autobiography and that'sall | remember from other than
18 Ms. Walinstaught was a class that was actually offered 18 her.
19 through Santa Monica City College? | guess| am not 19 Q. Who was this young lady?
20 redly understanding. 20 A. | think she was a student from Cal State L.A.
21 A. Itisaclassthat they havefor their 21 Yes, astudent who previoudy attended Thomas Jefferson.
22 genera -- | believeit isone of the general classes. 22 Q. Do you know if shewas -- did she work at Thomas
23 And| wastold that, and also because basically we were 23  Jefferson?
24 told that wewill learn more about colleges and decisions 24 A. | think shewasjust avisitor.
25 and which college will be better for you based on your 25 Q. Did anyone from Santa Monica City College come
Page 453 Page 455
1 mgor. That'swhy | had the interest to take that class. 1 andtak to the students during the class?
2 Q. Sothe emphasis of the personal development 2 A. No, during the class, no.
3 classwasto provide college preparation information to 3 Q. At any other time?
4 the students? 4 A. | believe they just attend once aweek to the
5 A. Yes 5 school and basicaly if there are any other students that
6 Q. What else was covered in that persona 6 would like to talk to that person about SantaMonica. So
7 development classin terms of subject matter? 7 itwaslike-- 1 think it wastheir job just to come and
8 A. That'sit. 8 seeif any studentswould like to talk to them.
9 Q. What did Ms. Wallinstak to the students about 9 Q. Did people from other colleges come to Jefferson
10 inrelation to persona development? 10 High and do the same thing during the four years you
11 A. Shewill basicaly tell us about test scores, 11 spent there?
12 GPAsand -- yes, test scores and GPAsthat wererequired | 12 MS. LHAMON: Callsfor speculation.
13 togointocollege. Like, for example, if you have alow 13 BY MS FLOYD:
14 tedt score, say you have ahigh GPA, you do have a 14 Q. Toyour knowledge.
15 posshility of going to acollege. 15 A. | just remember that there were like -- there
16 Q. And did she provide any information to you about 16 wasarepresentative from Ca State and from UCLA.
17 financia aid for college? 17 That'sal | remember. Because when | used to be there
18 A. Shejugt introduced the FAFSA form and that's 18 liketotalk to Ms. Wallinsor when | used to walk in
19 it. Shewill just basically tell usthat thisisan 19 during lunchtime, some of the representatives will like
20 application you havetofill infor financia aid. 20 betalking to some of the students and telling them, and
21 Q. Were you provided any materialsin addition to 21 that'swhen| hear that they were coming from like UCLA
22 the form you mentioned regarding financia aid? 22 orCd State L.A.
23 A. With any other materias other than the FAFSA? 23 Q. How many students were in this personal
24 Q. Yes 24 development class that you took?
25 A. No. 25 A. Between 20-25, | think.
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1 Q. And where did the class meet on campus? 1 Q. Did you ever feel the need for tutoring services
2 A. Inher office. That College Center. 2 a any given point while you were at Jefferson?
3 Q. InMs. Wallins office? 3 A. Yes.
4 A. Uh-huh. 4 Q. When wasthat?
5 Q. Toyour knowledge did any of the students who 5 A. Especidly through -- starting from my tenth
6 attended that class with you get accepted into college? 6 gradeto my twelfth grade, with math and English, because
7 A. Somedid. 7 my teacher Mr. Backrach, he used to tell me that | need
8 Q. Do you recal who they were, who they are? 8 to practice morein grammar.
9 A. Actualy there was a mixture between juniors and 9 Q. Wereyou aware of any organizations that came on
10 seniors, but | don't remember quite well because | didn't 10 campusto offer tutoring services?
11 have any other contact with those students. We would 11 A. No. | never heard of any such organizations.
12 just work on our own. | remember there was one other 12 Q. Okay. You aso taked briefly about your
13 dudent that | actually do remember. 13 brother Rinaldo and the fact that he hadn't fulfilled all
14 Q. Do you know where he got accepted? 14  of hisacademic course requirements. And you testified
15 A. No. 15 that was due to the fact that there were insufficient
16 Q. Do you recall anybody else? 16 numbers of academic courses available.
17 A. No. 17 Do you recall that?
18 Q. And college applications were available in the 18 A. Yes
19 Caoallege Center; correct? 19 Q. How do you know that that's the reason your
20 A. Yes. 20 brother hasn't fulfilled his academic requirements?
21 Q. Do you recal the colleges Ms. Wallins had 21 A. | try to compare the classesthat | took to his
22 applicationsfor in the College Center? 22 classesthat heistaking, and like especially in ninth
23 A. Just -- well, basically she had like alittle 23 grade, you have to take hedth and introduction to
24 booklet during the time of like September and November 24 learning how to use the keyboard.
25 when she had those -- she had to hand out like the 25 And | will ask him like what classesis he
Page 457 Page 459
1 basic -- because one application coverslike sort of for 1 taking, and since he didn't mention like health class, |
2 theentireU.C.s, sothat'sal | remember that she had 2 told him that probably heisnot taking the classes that
3 avalable 3 herequiresin order to graduate. Well, he just
4 Q. Now, were you aware of any resources that were 4 basically told methat he might cover them next time, but
5 provided on campus that are not paid for by the school 5 1 think like the counselors work different waysin trying
6 digtrict? 6 togiveout those classesfor students.
7 A. No. I'm not sure what exactly does the school 7 Q. What track is your brother on?
8 digtrict cover for school or what resources are available 8 A. B track.
9 like from other private organizations. 9 Q. To your knowledge has your brother ever met with
10 Q. Okay. Did you ever use any kind of tutoria 10 histrack counselor?
11 servicesthat were provided at school ? 11 A. | don't know about that.
12 A. Therewere -- | was never realy aware of any 12 Q. To your knowledge do you know if your brother
13 tutoring that was available. 13 hasever requested an appointment to see one of his track
14 Q. Didyou ask if there was tutoring available? 14 counsdlors?
15 A. Yes 15 A. No.
16 Q. Who did you ask? 16 Q. To your knowledge has your brother ever taken
17 A. After school once | went to the library and 17 Ms. Walins personal development class?
18 that's where basically some of the teachers will stay, 18 A. No, he never took any of those classes.
19 like English teachers, math teachers will stay for the 19 Q. Do you know why not?
20 timethat they can stay after school at the library, but 20 A. | guess he just doesn't feel so anxious on those
21 | never redly feel comfortable asking any other teacher, | 21 classes. He'sjust there. Hewantsto take -- he wants
22 strangers, for any help. 22 tocover hisclasses and just go from school to home and
23 | would personally like the teacher that is 23 that'sit.
24 teaching your class for them to help you because many 24 Q. Haveyou ever talked to the counsdlors at
25 teachers expect different things from the students. 25 Jefferson about your brother's academic course
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1 requirements? 1 Jefferson? Can you think of anything that you really
2 A. No. 2 liked about the extracurricular activities?
3 Q. Why not? 3 A. No, because since we -- I never took the
4 A. It's hard to make an appointment with 4 interest to actually go into extracurricular activities
5 counselors, especially if it's not your counselor, and I 5 since the only time that we could attend those
6 have never exactly knew who was his specific counselor 6 extracurricular activities will interfere with our AP
7 assigned, that he was assigned to. 7 class, like our AP class that we had during sixth period,
8 Q. Okay. Ialso need some clarification with 8 the English class. That's why I didn't pay much
9 regard to some testimony about your chemistry class. 9 attention to those kind of extracurricular activities.
10 When Mr. Roswood asked you if the first 30 10 Q. Are there some extracurricular activities that
11 people that arrived in your honors chemistry class gotto | 11 weren't offered at Jefferson while you were there that
12 sit down, you said yes. Do you recall that? 12 you wished had been offered?
13 A. Yes. 13 A. Extracurricular activities, you refer to just
14 Q. But when he asked you if the next ten people had | 14 like sports or classes as well?
15 to stand up, you said no. Can you tell us what the next 15 Q. Whether it's sports or clubs, recreational
16 ten people did if they didn't have to stand up? 16 activities, special interests.
17 A. They will lean on the counter or they will 17 A. Yes. I have always liked to play tennis, and
18 either sit on top of the counter. 18 that course was never available, like the sport. The
19 Q. Okay. Atany point in time do you recall the 19 only sports that we had is basketball and volleyball for
20 students bringing chairs in from another classroom or 20 girls I think and for boys, I think it is just basketball
21 from some other location to sit down? 21 and football and also volleyball.
22 A. No. 22 Q. Would you have liked Jefferson to have a tennis
23 Q. Do you have an understanding of what a high 23  team?
24 school principal's job duties are? 24 A. Yes.
25 A. Not at all. 25 Q. If you could have chosen another L.A. Unified
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1 Q. But when you testified that you thought 1 District high school to attend, what school would that
2 Ms. Preciado did an okay job, what did you mean by that? | 2 have been?
3 A. Well, the class was -- like the school was not 3 MS. LHAMON: Calls for speculation. She doesn't
4 intotal chaos, falling apart or any violence around the 4 know about all the other schools.
5 school. I think she did an okay job by putting a 5 But go ahead and answer if you know.
6 security guard on the main building where the visitors 6 THE WITNESS: I don't know of any other schools.
7 could come in or out. 7 Tjust stay within my community, the schools that are --
8 But other than that, I never saw a smile on her 8 1have been sent to.
9 face saying that she had like a nice school whenever she 9 BY MR. ROZWOOD:
10 walked around campus. 10 Q. You graduated with a - according to your
11 Q. Is there anything you really liked about 11 final cumulative record; correct?
12 Jefferson High School while you were there? 12 A. Correct.
13 A. Well, thanks to Mr. Bachrach, 1 really liked the 13 Q. Given the fact that you graduated with a JJJJj
14 fact that we had the film course, and it was something 14 GPA, would you say you received a good education at
15 else out of basic classes, math, English or history. 15 Jefferson?
16 It's something else that you learn about the media and we 16 A. Anaverage. Not like good, but not even so
17 actually went to, like to the news or to some sort of TV 17 poorly, bad, but okay. I guess.
18 shows. 18 Q. Can you explain what you mean by "okay"?
19 For example, to be interviewed like on Channel 4 19 A. 1 didn't pay much attention about like the
20 and talk about our projects, finish documentaries. 20 teachers, the teachers that were bad and they couldn't
21 That's the only thing that I liked. 21 handle like with their agendas. I just cared more about
22 Q. Okay. Can you think of anything else with 22 what ] had to do. Like since they put this assignment, I
23 respect to academics at Jefferson that you liked? 23 have to complete this assignment, but most of the times I
24 A. No. 24 just felt in the rush of completing the work without
25 Q. What about extracurricular activities at 25 actually having the time to study well and learn the
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1 subjects. 1 Q. And exactly how many of these rodents did you
2 Q. Are you proud of your GPA? 2 see the first time?
3 A. Yes. 3 A. Like usually during the day they try to hide out
4 Q. Why are you proud of your GPA? 4  from the people, so it's like one of them like just
5 A. Because based on those little obstacles, 5 running around and trying to hide in the big double
6 obstacles that were trying to interfere with my 6 trash.
7 availability with classes, no tutors, I managed to like 7 Q. So you saw one?
8 go through all of that and keep like a stable-and 8 A. Yes.
9 above and that was like my goal, to keep a stable.and 9 Q. And on the second occasion how many did you see?
10 above. 10 A. Same thing happened, just one.
11 Q. You are currently attending ||| N NN 11 Q. And did you report the sighting to anyone?
12 - correct? 12 A. No, especially because it was after school.
13 A. Correct. 13 Q. What about the next day?
14 Q. And that is a two-year college? 14 A. No. And I didn't even care. Like at our house
15 A. Correct. 15 there are also like little mice, so you just take it as
16 Q. Do you plan on applying to a four-year college 16 something that's being natural.
17 or university in the future? 17 Q. Okay. Were you upset about the sighting of the
18 A. Yes. 18 rodent?
19 Q. Okay. Thank you. 19 A. Well, I am just glad that I never saw any of
20 A. You are welcome. 20 those rats in class, during class time or like in the
21 MS. FLOYD: No further questions. 21 cafeterias.
22 MS. LHAMON: Shall we enter into our regular 22 Q. Okay. And also you testified that Mr. Bachrach
23 stipulation? 23 would rent films on his own for your film class; correct?
24 MR. ROZWOOD: Can we, yeah. When do we --let's | 24 A. Correct.
25 go off the record for a second. 25 Q. To your knowledge do you know if he got
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1 (A discussion was held off the record.) 1 reimbursed by the school or the school district?
2 BY MS. FLOYD: 2 A. He will -- I don't think he really got
3 Q. Okay. You testified that you saw rats on two 3 reimbursed because most of the times he would just be
4 occasions at Jefferson High; correct? 4 complaining about like how much money he had spent and
5 A. Correct. 5 like he will sort of -- he will tell his students that he
6 Q. Now, do you know the difference between a rat 6 is not so happy with Ms. Preciado and his money is being
7 and a mouse? 7 like held and he doesn't actually get paid or he had
8 A. The rat is like gray with a big long tail and 1 8 wasted money on several stuff. Also -- well, that's it.
9 think the mice is sort of like a hamster, I think. Tam 9 [ don't have anything else to add.
10 not sure. 10 Q. Okay. Allright. Nothing further.
11 Q. Do you recall what the rodents looked like that 11 MS. LHAMON: And this time we are serious.
12 you saw on those two occasions? 12 MS. FLOYD: For sure, absolutely.
13 A. What they looked like? 13 MS. LHAMON: Let's enter into a stipulation.
14 Q. Yes. 14 MR. ROZWOOQOD: Okay. We will enter into the same
15 A. They were sort of like small and gray, not 15 stipulation we entered into at the second session of the
16 completely huge. 16 deposition. So stipulated?
17 Q. Like a hamster or something else? 17 MS. LHAMON: So stipulated.
18 MS. LHAMON: I think Cynthia is trying to find 18 MS. FLOYD: So stipulated.
19 outifit was a rat or it might have been something else. 19 MR. ROZWOOD: Thank you for your time,
20 THE WITNESS: Oh, it might have been something | 20 Ms. Garcia.
21 else? It was arat. It was gray, small, had a long 21 THE WITNESS: You are welcome.
22 tail. 22 (The stipulation agreed to in
23 BY MS. FLOYD: 23 the deposition of ALTAGRACIA GARCIA, Volume
24 Q. How long was the tail? 24 11, was incorporated herein as follows:
25 A. Not so long, but -- 25 "MR. ROZWOOD: Okay. Let's enter into the
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1 following stipulation with respect to this 1 STATEOF CALIFORNIA )
2 - transcript for thisday. Copies of 2 ) ss
3 documents attached to this deposition, | 3 COUNTY OF LOSANGELES)
4 think Exhibit 7 through 13, may be used as 4 I, ALTAGRACIA GARCIA, hereby
5 originalsin this case. 5 certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the
6 The origina of this deposition 6 Stateof Californiathat the foregoingis
7 will be signed under penalty of perjury. 7 trueand correct.
8 Thereporter will berelieved of her 8 Executed this  day of :
9 responsibilities under the applicable 9 2001, at , Cdlifornia
10 statutes for maintaining the original 10
11 deposition transcript, and the original will 11
12 be delivered to Ms. Lhamon, at which point 12
13 the witness will have 30 days from the date 13
14 of the court reporter's transmittal letter 14 ALTAGRACIA GARCIA
15 to Ms. Lhamon to make any correctionsto the 15
16 deposition transcript. 16
17 Ms. Garciaor her attorney will 17
18 notify all parties of the changesto her 18
19 deposition. And if there are no such 19
20 changes communicated by that time, any 20
21 unsigned or corrected copy may be used for 21
22 al purposesin thislitigation or any 22
23 proceeding related hereto as though signed 23
24 by the deponent. Can we stipulate to that? 24
25 "MS. LHAMON: So dtipulated. 25
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1 "MS. FLOYD: So dtipulated.") 1 STATEOF CALIFORNIA )
2 (Whereupon at the hour of 11:48 P.M., the 2 ) ss
3 deposition was adjourned.) 3 COUNTY OF LOSANGELES)
4 4 I, SYLVIA P. SHEAR, CSR #3010, in and for
5 5 the State of Cdliforniado hereby certify:
6 6 That, prior to being examined, the
7 7 witness named in the foregoing deposition was by me duly
8 8 sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
9 9 but the truth;
10 10 That said deposition was taken down by me
11 11 inshorthand at the time and place therein named, and
12 12 thereafter reduced to typewriting under my direction, and
13 13 thesameisatrue, correct and complete transcript of
14 14 said proceedings.
15 15 | further certify that | am not
16 16 interested in the event of the action.
17 17 WITNESSMY HAND this 12h day of November, 2001.
18 18
19 19
20 20
21 21 Certified Shorthand Reporter
22 22 for the State of California
23 23
24 24
25 25

19 (Pages 468 to 471)






