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1 INDEX 1 --000--
2 2 ACLU FOUNDATION OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, 1616
3 INDEX OF EXAMINATIONS 3 Beverly Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 90026-5752,
4 EXAMINATION BY: Page 4 represented by CATHERINE E. LHAMON, Attorney at Law,
5 Ms Vanse....ivieceesee e 4 5 gppearaj as counsel on behaf of the Plaintiffs.
6 _ _EXHIBITS MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION 6 OMELVENY & MYERS LLP, 400 South Hope
7 ExhibitNo.  Description Pege 7 Street, Los Angeles, California 90071-2899,
8 1 Declaration of Angeles Gonzalez... 30 8  represented by JENNIFER VANSE, Attorney a Law,
l% 2 8-page document containing 9 appeared as counsel on behaf of the Defendant, State
transcripts of Jose Cardenas 10 of Cdifornia
1 and Bernardo Cardenas and 11 ALSO PRESENT: RosaElenaElder, State
explanation of marking system..... 151 12 Certified Interpreter, Coto, Inc.
12 13 --000--
13 --000-- 14 EXAMINATION BY MS. VANSE
14 15 MS. VANSE: Good morning, Ms. Gonzalez. My
15 16 nameisJennifer Vanse. I'm an attorney with O'Melveny
16 17 & Myersand | represent the State of Californiain this
17 18  matter.
18 19 Q. Would you please state and spell your full
19 20 name for the record?
20 21 A. MariaDe Los Angeles Gonzalez.
g% 22 Q. Canyou spell that, please?
23 23 A. M-ar-i-a D-g, L-0-s, A-n-g-e-l-e-s,
24 24 G-o-n-z-al-ez
25 25 Q. Thank you. Have you ever had your
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1IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 1 deposition taken before?
g IN AND F(g(F)eOTHE COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 2 A. No.
4 ELIEZERWILLIAMS, aminor,by ) 3 Q. Okay. Let meexplainthisalittle bit
Sweetie Williams, his guardian ad ) 4  about what we're doing here today. Obvioudy you've
5 litem etd,, ) 5 just been svornin. We have a court reporter here and
6 Plaintiffs, ) 6 sheisgoing to be taking down both what you say, |
7 say, what anyonein the room says, so it isimportant
7 vs )) No. 312236 8 that were clear and that we don't try and talk over
8 STATE OF CALIFORNIA; DELAINE ) 9 eachother.
EASTIN, State Superintendent of ) 10 When we're done today, she will take what
o gﬁféﬁ; L'Ec,t\ﬁnofr ?JECATI 3N. sae ) 11 weveal said and put it into a booklet and you'll
10 Board of Education, y 12 have achanceto look over that booklet and review it
) 13 and make any changesif you need to. And | should let
1 Defendants. ) 14 you know, if you decide to make changes, that isfine,
12 ) 15 but any of the attorneys in this matter can comment on
13 --000-- 16 the changesthat you make at that time. Do you
ig BE IT REMEMBERED that t to noti 17 understand that?
16 and on Monday, November 19, 200’1?gcr>ﬁwjfannmg :g(; 2.6:20 18 A. Uh-huh; yes.
17 am. a OMelveny & MyersLLP, 275 Battery Strest, 19 Q. Itisasoimportant that we say "yes' or
18 Conference Room 26 West, San Francisco, California, 20 "no" instead of shaking ahead or saying "huh-huh" or
1 gg iy afp'QeNdA FORD, a Certified Shorthand Reporter, 21 "uh-huh" like we all do during conversation.
21 MARIA DE LOS ANGELES GONZALEZ 22 And even though we are in a conference room
22 _ 23 and it seems pretty informal, the testimony you are
D e a5 24 giving today isgoing o have the sae force and effect
25 examined and testified as follows: ‘ 25 asif thiswasacourtroom and you were testifying in

2 (Pages2to 5)




Page 6 Page 8

1 court. Do you understand that? 1 genera conversations?

2 ‘A. Yes. 2 A. No. No, just like acomment.

3 Q. Itisimportant that you listen carefully to 3 Q. So that wasn't to prepare for your

4 my questions and if you don't understand them, please 4  deposition?

5 let meknow. I'll either try and rephraseit or help 5 A. No.

6 you out so you do understand the question. If you 6 Q. Anything you did specifically to prepare for

7 don't tell methat you don't understand the question, 7 today?

8 I'mgoing to assume that you do. Do you understand 8 A. No.

9 that? 9 Q. Did you review your declaration?
10 A. Yes 10 A. No.
11 Q. If I've asked you something you don't know 11 Q. Okay. Have you spoken with anyone about
12 theanswer, | don't want you to guess. But if you do 12 taking your deposition today other than your attorneys?
13 have abest estimate, | would like to have that answer. 13 Told anyone you were going to have your deposition
14 Do you understand that? 14 taken?
15 A. Yes 15 A. Huh-uh; no.
16 Q. If you need a break for any reason, please 16 Q. I want to talk now alittle bit about how
17 let meknow. There arerestrooms nearby or if youneed | 17 you got involved with the lawsuit. When did you first
18 somewater and I'll be happy to take those breaks. | 18 become aware that there was a lawsuit Williamsvs.
19 would ask that you wait to answer a question before 19 State of California?
20 taking abreak. Do you understand that? 20 A. Wéll, one of the teachersthat | was working
21 A. Yes 21 at the school, he told me about it and he asked meif |
22 Q. If a any point during today you remember 22 canhelpinliketo get parents together to talk about
23 something about something you testified to earlier, 23 the conditions of Fremont High School and | told him
24 pleasefed freeto let me know and we can supplement 24 yes.
25 your answer and we can get that on the record. Do you 25 Q. And do you remember what teacher that was?

Page 7 Page 9

1 understand that? 1 A. Toa Dao.

2 A. Yes 2 Q. Do you want to spell that for the court

3 Q. Do you have any questions? 3 reporter?

4 A. No. 4 A. D-0-i-t, T-0-i.

5 Q. Okay. Isthereany reason why you might be 5 Q. And when did you speak with -- isit Mr.

6 unableto give your best testimony today? 6 Dao?

7 A. No. 7 A. Heworkswith me, but when | speak, last

8 Q. Haveyou had any medication or acohol in 8 year.

9 thelast 24 hours? 9 Q. Last year?
10 A. No. 10 A. Uh-huh; I don't remember the date.
11 Q. Okay. What did you do to prepare for your 11 Q. And was this something he spoke to you about
12 deposition today? 12 just oneon one or wasit in agroup meeting?
13 A. Meet with my lawyer on Friday. That isit. 13 A. Heknew | wasworried about it. Maybe that
14 Q. Anything else? 14 iswhy he asked meif | can help -- you know.
15 A. No. 15 Q. And what did you say to Mr. Dao?
16 Q. Did you look over any documentsor speakto | 16 A. For what?
17 anyoneelse? 17 Q. When he asked you if you wanted to become
18 A. Friends. 18 involved in the lawsuit.
19 Q. Friendsthat areinvolved in the lawsuit? 19 A. | say if itisgoing to be for the good of
20 A. No, they are not. They just my neighbors. 20 my kidsor other students, | said yes, | will.
21 Q. And what did you tell them? 21 Q. What did you do &fter that?
22 A. What am | doing about trying to get Fremont 22 A. After that, firdt, | think it over because
23 High School better for them. 23 hesaid that there isacompany and he has afriend and
24 Q. Wasthis-- I'm sorry. Wasthisin 24 sheistrying to gets parents and studentsjust to tell
25 preparing for your deposition or wasthat just in 25 what isgoing on around Fremont High School, not only
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1 inFremont, actualy, in all unified schoolsand | have 1 A. But sheisnotinvolved. Shesay yesat
2 twoboys. Andl said yeah, | would beglad. Ifitis 2 that time, but -- you know.
3 going to befor the good of the students, | will be 3 Q. But shedidn't go on to become involved?
4 glad. 4 A. No, not yet, sheisplanning to do it.
5 And he said, "Can you get parents together?" 5 Q. What is her name?
6 Most of them have the same worries that | 6 MS. LHAMON: When you say, "Sheis planning
7 have. 7 todoit," do you mean sheis planning to do this
8 Q. And so did you speak with Mr. Dao again? 8 deposition, what we're doing right today? Do you mean
9 A. When? 9 sheisplanning to do this?
10 Q. About being invalved in the lawsuit or did 10 THE WITNESS: Sheis planning to help you do
11 you meet with someone else? 11 something for the benefit of the school.
12 A. No. 12 MS. LHAMON: Thank you.
13 Q. So how did you actually like take astep 13 MS. VANSE: Q. Who isthat person?
14 from speaking to Mr. Dao to becoming involved inthe | 14 A. MariaVae.
15 lawsuit? 15 Q. Anyone else from that meeting that decided
16 A. | make ameeting at my house. | invite my 16 to becomeinvolved with the lawsuit that you are aware
17 friends, my neighbor friends, parents, studentsandshe | 17 of?
18 wasthere. That ishow | met her. 18 A. No-- well, itisthe students, Harold
19 Q. "She" meaning Catherine Lhamon, your 19 Senaa
20 attorney for the day? 20 Q. Canyou spdll that?
21 A. Uh-huh. 21 A. H-ar-o-l-d, Senaa, S-e-n-a-a.
22 MS. LHAMON: You needto say "yes' or "no" | 22 Q. And that is a student?
23 for therecord. | know it ishard to remember. When 23 A. That isastudent and that isit.
24 you said "uh-huh,” wasthat yes? 24 Q. Do you know why any of the other people that
25 MS. VANSE: Q. When you had a meeting at 25 attended the meeting decided not to become involved in
Page 11 Page 13
1 your house, was that with your neighbors and friends? 1 thelawsuit?
2 A. Uh-huh; yes. I'm sorry. 2 MS. LHAMON: Objection. Assumesfacts not
3 Q. Thank you. Thisis something you organized? 3 inevidence and mischaracterizes her testimony.
4 A. Yes 4 THEWITNESS: No.
5 Q. And about how many people werethere, doyou | 5 MS. VANSE: Q. Let meask you thisfirst:
6 remember? 6 WasMs. Valet and Mr. Senaathe only people who decided
7 A. Around 40 people. 7 to becomeinvolved in the lawsuit that you know of that
8 Q. And these were all people involved with 8 wereinvolved in that meeting?
9 Fremont or were there other schools? 9 A. No.
10 A. Other schools, too. 10 Q. There were others?
11 Q. And Ms. Lhamon came and spoketo thegroup | 11 A. Therewere othersin the meeting, but there
12 then? 12 were other people.
13 A. Uh-huh; yes. I'm sorry. 13 Q. Jugt from the meeting?
14 Q. Thatisokay. WEell get it by the end of 14 A. No.
15 theday. And did you have any other meetings at your 15 Q. Those were the only two?
16 house other than that one? 16 A. Yes.
17 A. No. 17 Q. You said there were approximately 40 people
18 Q. And wasit after that meeting you decided to 18 at that meeting?
19 become -- that is when you became involved with the 19 A. Yes.
20 lawsuit? 20 Q. Do you know why the other people at that
21 A. Yes 21 meeting decided not to become involved in the lawsuit?
22 Q. Did anyone else at that meeting decide to 22 MS. LHAMON: Same objection. She hasn't
23 becomeinvolved in the lawsuit that you are aware of? 23 tedtified that they didn't becomeinvolved. She named
24 A. Yes. Yes 24 the two people she thought did become involved.
25 Q. Canyou tell metheir names, please? 25 MS. VANSE: Q. Can you answer the question?

4 (Pages 10 to 13)




Page 14 Page 16
1 A. | don't know. 1 Martinez about?
2 Q. You never spoke with any of them about why 2 A. Yeah.
3 they didn't become involved? 3 Q. Canyoutell methat, please?
4 A. They want to, but they -- like they don't 4 A. Yes. Okay. | tell her -- you know, what --
5 know -- they afraid or -- | don't know because they 5 thisisastudent. Sheisastudent.
6 think thisisagainst -- you know, their religion or 6 Q. Rignt.
7 some of them, their religion. Some of them because 7 A. | told her, "Claudia’ -- you know, "itis
8 they don't speak English, they are afraid, just 8 lawsuit going around Oakland Unified School Didtrict,
9 different things. 9 butitisinvolving al of California.
10 Q. Didyou ever speak with anyone else other 10 She said, "What isthis about? Isthis
11 than Mr. Dao at Fremont about becoming involved inthe | 11 about what the conditions of the school are? It is
12 lawsuit? 12 good" -- "Isit going to be for the good?"
13 MS. LHAMON: Separate from counsdl, you 13 | said, "Y eah, we are going to have better
14 mean? 14 bathrooms, more teachers, just better schools."
15 MS. VANSE: Yes. 15 And we talk about -- you know, what is going
16 MS. LHAMON: Someone else a Fremont? 16 onand she was glad.
17 MS. VANSE: Yes, a Fremont. 17 Q. I'msorry?
18 THEWITNESS: Yes 18 A. Shewasglad. Shesaid, "Yeah, weglad to
19 MS. VANSE: Q. Who elsedid you speak with 19 hep.”
20 & Fremont? 20 Q. Anything else you can remember speaking with
21 A. The students and parents. 21  her about?
22 Q. Do you remember the students names you 22 A. Just alot of things.
23 gpokewith? 23 Q. About the lawsuit in particular?
24 A. ltisalot of them. 24 A. No, about the conditions of the schools.
25 Q. Just the ones you remember, then. 25 Q. You talked about the specific conditions at
Page 15 Page 17
1 A. | don't remember the last names, but | can 1 Fremont?
2 tel you the names. 2 A. Uh-huh; yes.
3 Q. Okay. 3 Q. And what conditions did you speak with Ms.
4 A. Claudia 4 Martinez about?
5 Q. Canyou spell that? 5 A. Sheisagirl and mogt of thetime, the
6 A. ClaudiaMartinez. | remember that. 6 bathrooms are closed when she needsto change. Itis
7 Q. Canyou spell that, please? 7 hard for her when sheison her period. Sometimes she
8 A. C--au-d-i-a, Martinez, M-a-r-t-i-n-e-z; 8 decidesto just stay at home because she needsto go
9 Raguel Aleman, Veronica Franco, and also Marenco 9 often to the bathroom to -- you know, maybe oncein an
10 Veronica; Samantha. It ismore, but | just can't 10 hour to go change her pad and she can't doit. That is
11 remember. 11 oneof thesad things. She decided to stay at home
12 Q. Okay. And you said you a so spoke with 12 when sheison her period.
13 parents? 13 | said, "Are you serious?’
14 A. Uh-huh. 14 She said, "I don't come to school when I'm
15 Q. And do you remember their names? 15 onmy period because | don't know where to change.”
16 A. Martinez, Carmen. | have the facesin my 16 | said, "That isno good. Y ou need to come.
17 head, but | can't -- let methink, Venus Mesui, Darlene | 17 Put" -- "Double the thing."
18 Miller. | just know the last name of this parent, 18 She said, "No."
19 Soeporn, but | don't remember her first name. Jose 19 Wejust joke about things like that, but it
20 Louis, Martinez again, Jose Gonzalez, Andresas, bt | 20 istrue.
21 don't remember the last name. It ismore people, but | 21 Q. Anything else you remember spesking to her
22 just don't remember. 22 &bout?
23 Q. Okay. I'monly asking for what you 23 A. Wetak about how they don't have enough
24 remember. If you don't remember, that isfine. 24 chairsto sit becauseit islike 40 students or morein
25 Do you remember what you spoke with Claudia | 25 the classroom, so for her, it is hard to stand up --
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1 you know, like more than an hour because one of the 1 A. We spoke about mostly the same things all
2 classeswere two hoursinstead of one. 2 over and over with al of them, all the students. Y ou
3 Q. | don't want to short-circuit you, but | 3 know, they come over and tell me, "Angie, the bathroom
4 want to keep you on track here. I'mjust looking for 4 islocked." And because | wasin the office, they
5 what you actualy spoke about with her. 1 you 5 expect me, like, to -- you know, have al -- to help
6 actually spoke about the fact that the classroom had 6 them out, but sometimes| wasn't ableto do it, even if
7 more than 40 people and there weren't enough chairs, 7 | wasworking there, so it isjust the samethingsal
8 definitely tell me. That iswhat | want to know. If 8 over and over. The bathrooms, they weren't able to use
9 that isbackground to why something wastheway itwas, | 9 thebathrooms. They don't have no materials. They
10 well get to that, so | want to know specifically what 10 don't have no teacher or they come over and say -- you
11 you spoke to her about and what she told you. 11 know, "l don't have any teacher. What do | do?"
12 MS. LHAMON: Did that digtinction make 12 | send them to the cafeteria. That iswhat
13 sense? Do you understand the question? 13 all the students were saying, things like that.
14 THE WITNESS: No. 14 Q. And | appreciate that again, but these are
15 MS. VANSE: No? 15 people you specifically said you remember having
16 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with 16 conversationswith, so I'm just trying to get to those
17 the witnessin Spanish.) 17 conversations.
18 MS. VANSE: Wewill get to the actua 18 A. Oh, okay.
19 conditionsand well talk about those. Right now I'm 19 Q. Do you remember having a specific
20 trying to figure out what was said in these 20 conversation with Veronica Franco?
21 conversations with these specific people, athough | 21 A. About she doesn't have a teacher that day
22 appreciate the other information, too. 22 and | sent her to the cafeteria.
23 Q. Just so we can keep on track, isthere 23 Q. Anything else you recall?
24 anything el se you specifically remember speaking about | 24 A. No.
25 Fremont with Ms. Martinez? 25 Q. How about -- | think this person -- | missed
Page 19 Page 21
1 A. About she has no locker the whole year, so 1 thefirst name, but | think the last name was Veronico?
2 shehasto carry her books or her material al the 2 No?
3 time Thatisal. 3 A. VeronicaFranco.
4 Q. Thatisit. And how about with -- I'm 4 Q. Thiswas another person after that.
5 sorry. | don't remember thelast name. | think itis 5 A. Name Marenco Veronica. She came from -- |
6 Ragud. 6 remember when | talked to her. She camefroma
7 A. Raqued Aleman? 7 Catholic school, so over there, things were so
8 Q. Yes 8 different. Shewasvery upset about being in public
9 A. Shedoesn't liketo go to her classes. The 9 school now, so alot of times she was sad.
10 reason that she told meis because it wastoo crowded | 10 And | said, "Did you tell your parents about
11 and she cannot -- she doesn't like to be there. There 11 it?
12 isnoplaceto sit. 12 She said, "Y eah, but they don't have the
13 Q. Anything else you spoke with her about? 13 money to send me now to Catholic school anymore and I'm
14 A. No--yes, | -- we spoke alot of things, 14 stuck with this."
15 but | just can't remember right now. 15 And | said, "WEell, you have to deal with
16 Q. And did you speak about the lawsuit withher | 16 it."
17 aswdl? 17 Q. Anything else you recall about Ms. Marenco?
18 A. Yeah -- yes, and she said her mother would 18 A. No.
19 beinterested in coming, too. 19 Q. And how about, | think the name was
20 Q. Thiswas before you had your meeting? 20 Samantha?
21 A. Huh-uh; yes. 21 A. Samantha, yeah. She came over because she
22 Q. Okay. Anything elseyou recall speaking to 22 want to transfer over to asmall school, so | helped
23 her about? 23 hertotransfer to asmall school. Actualy, sheis
24 A. No. 24 going to asmall school right now.
25 Q. How about Veronica Franco? 25 Q. Do you know what schoal that is?
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A. Street Academy.

Q. Anything else you recall speaking with
Samantha about?

A. Well, | asked her, because | like her very
much, | said, "Why you transfer?"

Y ou know -- "I'm not happy here."

And | said, "Okay. Go ahead if it isgoing
to be for your good."

Sheisdoing pretty good.

Q. And now I'm going to go through the parents.
Wasit Carmen Martinez?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. What do you recall speaking with Ms.
Martinez about?

A. Mot of the time when she came over to the
office, she was glad when | was working there because
she can talk to me about her worries. She asked me,
"Why my daughter doesn't have books?"

And | tel her, "Y ou know what, we don't" --
"the Didtrict haven't send them yet.”

Because before when she came to the office,
nobody speaks Spanish with her, so she was -- most of
thetime she come over and "l just called you to let
you know my daughter is not going to be there,” or
thingslikethat. Itisthingsthat | wasableto help

OCO~NOOOTA,WN P
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doing.

And she said, "Oh, why don't you tell me
before?!

And | said, "I don't know why | didn't tell
you before.”

"Y ou should have told me before because |
would like to get involved."

Q. Andwhat did you tell her?

A. 1 told her thislawsuit is going to be for
the good of the schools, to have better. Maybe they
can help usto create more schools, better for the
students and she said she would be glad to help.

Q. Did she say how she was going to help?

A. Shesay, "Because we just have to tell the
truth, right, what is going on?"

Q. Yes. Isthat what she said? Sheisgoing
to give adeclaration like you did?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know if she has done s0?

A. Excuse me?

Q. Do you know if she has given a declaration
inthis case already?

A. No, | don't know.

Q. Okay. Anything elseyou recall speaking
with her about regarding this lawsuit?

O©oo~NO U, WNE

NNVNNNNNRPRRRERRRB R RRE
ORWNRFROOWONOUN~MWNEREO

Page 23

her.

Q. Anything else you remember speaking with Ms.
Martinez about?

MS. LHAMON: Areyou limiting it to this
lawsuit? Isthat the question?

MS. VANSE: Yes.

THE WITNESS: | told her about the lawsuit
and she said sheis afraid to get involved because she
istrying to get immigration papers. Maybethisis
going to affect in some way.

MS. VANSE: Q. And how about, | think the
last name was Mesui?

A. Yeah, | talked to her and she wanted to get
involved. Actudly, it isone of the parents who wants
to get involved in helping this happen for the better
of the students.

Q. Isthat -- s0 you spoke with her about
becoming involved with the lawsuit?

A. Uh-huh; yes.

Q. What do you remember the conversation being
about?

A. She till have the students at Fremont.

Q. I'msorry?

A. Shedill have two students at Fremont and
sheisvery interested. | told her where -- what were
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A. No.

Q. And what about Darlene Miller, what did you
speak with her about regarding this lawsuit?

A. The samething and she says she d'so
transferred her daughter out of Fremont for the same
reasons, but she said she has grandkids coming to --
you know, very soon who are going -- they are right now
middle school, so she said shewould be glad to get
involved before they get into high school.

Q. Shesad shetransferred her --

A. Shetransferred her daughter out of Fremont.

Q. For the same reasons. What reasons were
those?

A. Thesamereasons. No teachers, no
bathrooms, dirty school, crowded.

Q. And thisiswhat shetold you?

A. Yes.

Q. Anything else you remember speaking to Ms.
Miller about regarding this lawsuit?

A. | told her | was going to come and she
said --

Q. Meaning come here today?

A. Uh-huh. | saw her Friday. She said she
would like to come, but it was too soon.

Q. Doyou know if Ms. Miller has signed a

7 (Pages 22 to 25)
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1 declaration inthis case? 1 Gonzaez about regarding this lawsuit?
2 "A. No. 2 A. No.
3 Q. No, you don't know or no, she hasn't? 3 Q. And Andreas?
4 A. | don't know. 4 A. Heisaso aparent who likes to be involved
5 Q. Okay. And then thelast name, | think, 5 inschoolsand heis-- hedso -- hissonisat Life
6 Soeporn? 6 Academy High Schoal, but before, he actualy -- he was
7 A. Yeah, sheisVenus Mesui's parents and she 7 the only parent who would show up always to the
8 hasstudents still at Fremont and sheisworried and 8 meetings, so how heis happy.
9 sheistryingto get her kids to our school because now 9 And he said, "Go ahead, and if you need me
10 I'mworking inasmall school, soit is so crowded, now 10 to go wherever."
11 sheisnot ableto. Sheisworried and | told her 11 Y ou know, | go tell them to tell the truth.
12 about this and she said she would like to be involved. 12 Andl sad, "Okay."
13 Thatisal | spokewith her. | don't have achanceto 13 That isit. Heisanimportant parent.
14 tell her more about it. 14 Q. Anything else you recall speaking to him
15 Q. What about Jose Louis, what did you speak 15 about regarding this lawsuit?
16 with him about regarding this lawsuit? 16 A. No.
17 A. Heisone of the parents who was in the 17 Q. And you mentioned he was the only parent who
18 meeting, actualy, that day and he has been following, 18 would show up at meetings. What meeting were you
19 but hejud -- like he said he would go to mestings, 19 referring to?
20 but -- big mestings, but not by himself. That isit. 20 A. The meetings we were supposed to have a
21 So he has been asking me just seeing what is happening. | 21 Fremont High School.
22 Heislike seeing we doing something for the schoolsor | 22 Q. When you say they were supposed to happen,
23 dtill the same or are we just talking. 23 they didn't happen?
24 Q. Isheasking you for progressin how the 24 A. We havethem. We sent fliersand
25 lawsuit isgoing? 25 everything, but the parents never came, only he and
Page 27 Page 29
1 A. Uh-huh. 1 Darlene, maybe four people at the most out of 250
2 Q. What do you tell him when he asks you that? 2 students.
3 A. | tel himwhat I'm doing Monday. After 3 Q. 250 students, isthat the size of acertain
4 that, | don't know what is next. 4 class?
5 Q. Anything else you recall speaking to Mr. 5 A. That isthe whole school.
6 Louisabout regarding this lawsuit? 6 Q. Of Fremont is 2507
7 A. No. 7 A. Uh-huh. At least it waswhen | wasthere,
8 Q. How about Mr. Gonzalez? 8 250, and | think it isthe same now, but I'm not sure.
9 A. Uh-huh, Jose, no, heisaso -- well, right 9 Q. And were these parent meetings?
10 now -- they were worried before because their students 10 A. Parent meetings, uh-huh; yes.
11 wereat Fremont. Now their kids are not at Fremont 11 Q. Wasthis something that the school tried to
12 anymore. Itislikethey just -- they care. They more 12 dart or that parentstried to create these meetings?
13  happy because they don't have more students coming to 13 A. Oh, no, that is the school.
14 high school and they are happy with the school they are | 14 Q. Ms. Gonzalez, can you just give me a brief
15 at right now. 15 persona background? | read in your declaration you
16 Q. Do you know what school they are at right 16 weren't borninthe United States.
17 now? 17 A. No.
18 A. Life Academy High School. Itisasmall 18 MS. LHAMON: The question is overbroad and
19 high schooal. 19 itisvague. Areyou looking for only where she was
20 Q. And do you know when Mr. Gonzalez's children | 20 born or are you looking --
21 were ableto be transferred to Life Academy? 21 MS. VANSE: | actudly just wanted to make
22 A. Well, we just opened on September 4. 22 surel wascorrect and | didn't misread that.
23 Q. Obvioudy just thisyear? 23 Q. When did you come to the United States?
24 A. Uh-huh; yes. 24 A. 1983.
25 Q. Anything else you recall speaking to Mr. 25 Q. 1983.
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1 A. To dtay, but | came before to visit. 1 Was that the only time, the 2000/2001 school
2 Q. Haveyou lived in Cdiforniathe entire time 2 year, that you worked at Fremont?
3 dinceyou've been here? 3 A. Yes, but asaparent -- let me tell you this
4 A. Yes 4 becausel think itisimportant. Asaparent, I've
5 Q. Areyou still working at Fremont High 5 awaysbeenin the school of my kids as avolunteer
6 School? 6 sincethey werein preschool.
7 A. No. 7 Q. Soyou volunteered at Fremont, you just
8 Q. Anddo you just have -- isit one son or do 8 didn't work there?
9 you have additional children? 9 A. | volunteered there.
10 A. | have two boys. 10 Q. Beforeyou started working, what type of
11 Q. And what aretheir ages? 11 volunteer work did you do at Fremont?
12 A. | have one 16 and one 13. 12 A. Regidtration.
13 Q. And Josg, ishe -- 13 Q. Anything else?
14 A. Joseistheoldest one. 14 A. At Fremont, that isit.
15 Q. And heisnow at Life Academy? 15 Q. And what would registration entail? Isit
16 A. Uh-huh. 16 like registering kids before school starts?
17 Q. And where does your second son go to school? | 17 A. Yes
18 A. Havens Court. 18 Q. And what did you do as a staff member at
19 Q. And Haven isalso part of Oakland Unified? 19 Fremont High School?
20 A. Yes. 20 A. Clerk.
21 MS. VANSE: Okay. | would liketo have 21 Q. Andthisisintermediate typist clerk?
22 marked as Exhibit 1 atwo-page declaration with Bates | 22 A. Bilingual.
23 numbers Plaintiff 02158 and 02159. 23 Q. And what does -- describe for mejust a
24 24 little bit about what an intermediate typist does.
25 (Whereupon, Defendant's Exhibit 1 was marked 25 A. Helping parentsto fill out applications,
Page 31 Page 33
1 for identification.) 1 answer the phone, making copies, filing.
2 MS. VANSE: Q. Ms. Gonzalez, would you 2 Q. And wasthat -- you worked every day at
3 pleasetake alook at what we've marked as Exhibit 1 3 Fremont?
4 andtell meif you recognize what it is. 4 A. Bvery day.
5 MS. LHAMON: Canwego off therecordfora | 5 Q. Wasit full time like for the full day or
6 second? 6 wasitahalf day?
7 MS. VANSE: Sure. 7 A. No, full day.
8 (Recess taken.) 8 Q. Alsoin paragraph two, it says, "l started
9 THE WITNESS. What do you want me to say 9 working at Fremont because | was extremely worried
10 about this? 10 about the conditions at the school." And then the, not
11 MS. VANSE: | just want you to tell meif 11 thenext sentence, but the following, "1 decided the
12 you know what it is. 12 only way | could help was to actually be physically
13 THE WITNESS:. Yeah. 13 present at the school every day."
14 MS. VANSE: Q. Andwhat isit? 14 Can you tell me why you thought it would
15 A. Thisismy declaration. 15 helpto be actually at the school?
16 Q. Itisyour declaration? 16 A. It would help knowing what my kid is doing,
17 A. Uh-huh. 17 where he was, and if he has -- because he came home --
18 Q. And that isyour signature on page 2? 18 | wasworking for Oakland Unified School already.
19 A. Uh-huh; yes. 19 MS. REPORTER: I'm sorry. Could you repeat
20 Q. And you signed that on or about September 20 that?
21 28,20017? 21 THE WITNESS: But | wasworking in the
22 A. Yes. 22 office.
23 Q. Okay. Andif I can direct your attention to 23 MS. LHAMON: Y ou need to say back what you
24 paragraph two, it says, "During the 2000/2001 school 24 said. She said the Subcenter office downtown.
25 vyear, | was aso astaff member at Fremont."” 25 THE WITNESS: And my son here was telling
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1 me "l don't want to go to school.” 1 dairs.

2 And | said, "Why? Why don't you want to go 2 MS. LHAMON: Areyou pointing to -- over

3 toschool? 3 here, areyou pointing to your chin?

4 And | wasworried about him because he said, 4 THE WITNESS: To hischin.

5 "Thereisnoteachers. Thereisaways substitutes.” 5 MS. LHAMON: Thank you.

6 And my kids and | would have a very good 6 THE WITNESS: And he has stitches. | have

7 relationship, so | know hewasn't lyingto me, so | 7 totake himto the hospital and everything.

8 sad | wanted himto be happy, so | fed like, how am | 8 MS. LHAMON: The reason | ask you, when we

9 goingto help him? If I'mthere, maybe | can move him 9 read the transcript on the other end, it says " Over
10 around because | tried to make an appointment withthe | 10 here" and we won't know what you are pointing to, so we
11 principa and | wasn't able to, not as aworking person 11 needto say.

12 for the Digtrict, but as a parent, | wasn't ableto. 12 THE WITNESS: He opened hischin, so | have

13 So | said, "Well, | better” -- "Maybe | can 13 totake himto the hospital. It was nobody's fault.

14 ask for my transfer. If I'mthere, maybe | will be 14 He said, "It was too crowded. Nobody pushed

15 ableto help him." 15 me"

16 | was thinking only of my son and that is 16 He was not -- he was the only one who opened

17 when| wasthere. | was sad because eveniif | was 17 hischin, but other students, they fell, too.

18 there, | wasnot ableto help him. 18 Q. Any other stories your son told you that you

19 MS. VANSE: Q. Youdso state -- | think 19 canrecal?

20 you just touched on some of them -- your son would tell | 20 A. Yeah, when he was taken to the cafeteria, he

21 you stories every day about how terrible the school 21 just hated because he said thereis nothing to do,

22 was. Do yourecdl any of those stories he told you? 22 nothing to read. They don't have no books, so there

23 MS. LHAMON: | don't see that in paragraph 23 was no books, so they make them write.

24 two. Can you tell me where that is? 24 So hesaid, "I promiseif you let me stay at

25 MS. VANSE: It isthefourth line down, 25 home, | will learn moreif | read a book than you send
Page 35 Page 37

1 hafway through the second -- 1 meto school."

2 MS. LHAMON: Thank you. 2 That was horrible to me, him telling me

3 THE WITNESS: Like one day, he told me that 3 that, because | send him to schoal to learn.

4 he-- welivelike ten minutes walking, 15 minutes 4 Q. You said when he got taken to the cafeteria,

5 waking from Fremont to my house. | didn'tknow hewas | 5 do you recal why he had been in the cafeteria?

6 walking to use the bathroom to my house. By thetime 6 A. It was already crowded in the cafeteria. At

7 hecameback, aready it islike half hour. 7 schoal, thereis only one teacher for 60 students or

8 And | said -- you know, "Y ou are not 8 more.

9 supposed to leave. You are supposed to stay at 9 MS. LHAMON: Her question was do you know
10 school.” 10 why he was taken to the cafeteria. Why hewasnot in
11 And he said, "Where can | go to the 11 the classroom?

12 bathroom?’ 12 THE WITNESS: Because there was no teacher,
13 And| said, "No." 13 so they were sent to the cafeteria.

14 Q. Any other stories you recall him telling 14 MS. VANSE: Q. Does Fremont have atypica
15 you? 15 high school schedule where students go from one class
16 A. Like one -- two times, actualy, there were 16 period to the other class period with a different

17 drive-by shootings and | was worried because -- you 17 teacher?

18 know, hewas actually in the campus when it happened. 18 MS. LHAMON: Vagueastotime. Areyou

19 Q. Therewas adrive-by shooting at the actual 19 asking for when her son was there?

20 Fremont campus? 20 MS. VANSE: Yes, just asagenera measure.
21 A. Uh-huh, from the outside to the inside, so 21 THEWITNESS: Yes.

22 -- you know, those things worry me as a parent. 22 MS. VANSE: Q. Isthat how Fremont worked
23 What else? Oh, and onetime, they were 23 -- when your son said he was taken to the cafeteria,

24 doing thisfiredrill and because it was too crowded, 24 wasthat for one class period, if you know?

25 my son fell and opened his over here, opened from the 25 A. Yes, but most of the time, the second

10 (Pages 34 to 37)




Page 38

Page 40

1 period, they will have no teacher, too, so they haveto 1 diressful to give him BART ticket every day. Healso
2 dsay. The schedule that they have, each class, it was 2 wantsto moveto Modesto, he said.
3 two hours. 3 "I cannot afford it. If you go, | haveto
4 Q. So each class was atwo-hour class? 4 movewithyou. | cant affordit. Itistoo
5 A. Uh-huh; and so most of the day, he will stay 5 expensve. Wehaveto stay in Oakland.”
6 there. 6 Q. You said he had heard stories about Fremont
7 Q. Inthe cafeteria? 7 before?
8 A. Yeah, only two hour goesto the classroom. 8 A. Yeah, from friends that already were -- when
9 Q. Any other stories that you recall your son 9 hewasat Havens Court, he was maybe eight year and
10 telling you? 10 they were 9th graders, bad news.
11 A. They don't have like PE. They don't have 11 | said, "Wdll, you have to go by yourself.
12 anywhereto change -- you know, their clothes. 12 Youhavetolivehere sol cangoand seeif itis
13 Physica education, they don't have no placewherethey | 13 bad. | can seewhat | can do, but right now, thereis
14 -- sothey don't -- they just don't takeit. 14 no way we can move."
15 Q. Thiswas something he told you? 15 Q. Alsoin paragraph two of your declaration,
16 A. Uh-huh; yes. 16 you mention that parents came to Fremont and were upset
17 MS. LHAMON: You haveto say "yes' or "no." 17 and they would come into the front office and spesk to
18 Itisvery hard to remember. 18 youin Spanish and tell you their many concerns.
19 MS. VANSE: We do thisin most depositions 19 MS. LHAMON: She hasn't asked a question
20 back and forth on that. 20 vyet. Sheisjust reading it to you.
21 Q. Any other stories you can recall your son 21 MS. VANSE: Q. Do you remember some of the
22 tdling you? 22 concernsthat parents brought to you when you were
23 A. No, not right now. I'm sorry. 23 working at Fremont?
24 Q. That isokay. If you recal any later, you 24 A. Yes, oneisthe students, they don' liketo
25 know, just let me know and we can come back to this. 25 cometo school and the parents, they were concerned
Page 39 Page 41
1 MS. LHAMON: Do you want to take a break or 1 why. Andthey cameover. And | say, well, what my son
2 areyou okay to keep going? 2 wastelling me, their sons and daughters were telling
3 THE WITNESS: We can take a break. 3 themthe samething, so for me, it was -- actually was
4 MS. VANSE: Takeabreak. Thatisfine. 4 frugtrating working there because | don't have al the
5 (Recesstaken.) 5 answersfor the parents.
6 MS. VANSE: Q. Ms. Gonzalez, | just want to 6 Q. But do you remember what their specific
7 clarify onething with you. Y ou weretéling methe 7 concerns were that they would tell you?
8 doriesyour son had told you about Fremont. Were 8 A. Like"Why my son no have books?" Or his
9 thosefor both of the years he was at Fremont, the 9 gradesbecause, actudly, for these conditionsin the
10 '99/2000 school year and the 2000/2001 school year? 10 schoals, thereis-- the grades were very low.
11 A. Yes 11 Q. The gradeswere not very low?
12 Q. Okay. 12 A. They werelow.
13 A. Thereason | wasworried because at first, 13 Q. The gradeswere low?
14 bhedidn't want to go at Fremont because he already knew | 14 A. So they were concerned, "Why is my son not
15 howitwas, but | say, "Don't believe the people. Just 15 doing good? Before, when he was in middle school” --
16 go. You haveto go to Fremont because that isthe 16 or like Marenco's mother, she said she was an A student
17 school you need to goto." 17 before she got to Fremont and that was their concerns.
18 Hesaid, "No, but I don't want to go to 18 Q. Any other concerns besides their student not
19 Fremont." 19 doing well in school?
20 "Y es, you have to go to Fremont." 20 A. The shootings, the bathrooms, the same as
21 So we have abig discussion. That was his 21 the students.
22 firstyear. | said maybe hejust -- because before, he 22 Q. Okay. Why don't we go through them. Can
23 didn't want to go to Fremont. He wants meto send him 23 you givemealist of the concerns that you have about
24 to Pleasanton because we have families over there. He 24 Fremont High School that you saw when you were there?
25 wantsto go there. For me, it was going to be very 25 A. Firg, why isit so crowded? | was thinking
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1 maybeit wastoo many students. It would be better -- 1 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with
2 Q. How many students -- there are 250 students 2 the witnessin Spanish.)
3 a Fremont? 3 THE WITNESS: It wasdll the same. Most |
4 A. The schoal is made for 1,000 students and it 4 find out when | went there. | find out that the
5 is2,500 students. 5 parents, they have the same concernsthat | did.
6 Q. Okay. That answersalot of my problems. 6 MS. VANSE: Q. The concerns being the ones
7 MS. LHAMON: So earlier when you said 250, 7 wevejust listed out?
8 you meant 2,5007? 8 A. Uh-huh; yes.
9 THE WITNESS:. I'm sorry | said 250. 9 Q. Let'stalk about -- you described the school
10 MS. LHAMON: Don't ask usto give numbersin | 10 asbeing overcrowded. What did you mean when you said
11 Spanish. Itishard. 11 that?
12 MS. VANSE: Q. Any other concerns that you 12 A. The-- when | wasworking there, | find out
13 have? 13 the school was made for only 1,000 students and they
14 A. The teachers, why they missing too much? 14 would bring some portables to the school, so make it
15 They absent too often and substitutes, it is, for them, 15 ook like packed, smdler, and they also have 2,500
16 hard to show up in the class and teach them. The 16 students.
17 bathrooms, they should have more bathrooms, | think. 17 Q. Sothe actua school building itself was
18 And at Fremont, because it was too crowded, they have | 18 only made for 1,000 people?
19 open campus, like they can go eat outside. Most of the 19 A. Uh-huh; yes.
20 times, they don't come back. They just take off after 20 Q. Do you know how many portables Fremont had
21 lunch. 21 when you were working there?
22 Q. Sofar | have overcrowded, teachers are 22 A. Around -- from ten to 15.
23 absent, substitutes, the bathrooms, and the students 23 Q. And Fremont High School was not a year-round
24 taking off after lunch. Any other concernsthat you 24 high school when you were there, wasiit?
25 have about Fremont? 25 A. No.
Page 43 Page 45
1 A. Itisnot clean. Itisawaysgarbagedll 1 Q. Do you know if it is now?
2 ove, rats. Eveninthe office, therewererats. | 2 A. No.
3 can't remember any more. 3 Q. No, you don't know or no, it isnot?
4 MS. LHAMON: Jennifer, I'm assuming that you 4 A. Itisnot. No, itisnot.
5 will include in the list the conditions she already 5 Q. Okay. Anything else you are referring to
6 tedified about. 6 when you speak about the school being overcrowded?
7 MS. VANSE: Q. Arethere other conditions 7 A. No.
8 that you've testified about that you haven't mentioned 8 Q. What about individual classrooms themselves,
9 here? Thesearejust concerns you have about Fremont. 9 do you think those were overcrowded at Fremont?
10 A. Uh-huh; | don't remember. 10 A. Yes, thereis some because | think there
11 Q. What about textbooks? 11 wasn't enough chairs for the studentsto sit. Onetime
12 A. Oh, okay. They don't have no textbooks, no 12 | had one parent carrying his --
13 lockers. My son never have alocker at Fremont. There | 13 THE INTERPRETER: The desk.
14 islockers, but there is not enough for everyone. 14 THE WITNESS: -- the desk to get achair.
15 Q. Now, other than -- I'm sorry. Are there any 15 The parent was carrying making sure her son had where
16 other concerns that you have? 16 todtineach classroom.
17 A. | don't remember right now. 17 MS. VANSE: What was that?
18 Q. Okay. Again, if you think of some later, 18 THE INTERPRETER: The father was
19 fed freeto let me know then. 19 transporting the student's desk from classto class.
20 Now, the concerns we've just gone through, 20 THE WITNESS: To make sure he has where to
21 arethere any others besidesthislist -- and | can go 21 dtand hewasinclass. The excuse hetold the parent
22 throughitif you think it is helpful -- that you heard 22 --you know, "I don't go to school because | don't have
23 of from either parents or students at Fremont? 23 whereto sit."
24 A. Yes 24 "Oh, that is your excuse?'
25 Q. And what are those? 25 So the parent actually went to school and
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1 dsayed there and -- you know, from this now to next. 1 A. Uh-huh; every day.
2 "Whereisyour next class? Okay. Now | carry." 2 MS. LHAMON: Do you understand the question?
3 Everyone makes fun. All the students, they 3 Itwasn't how many total teachers have complained. She
4 werelaughing about it. Actually, it was Andress. 4 isasking if therewas an average. Like every day,
5 MS. VANSE: Q. That was somebody we have 5 would there be two teachers that would complain? On a
6 spoken about earlier? 6 given day, how many total?
7 A. Uh-huh; "I'm going to make sure you stay in 7 THE WITNESS: On agiven day, two or three,
8 theclassroom." 8 average.
9 So that is the way he find out. 9 MS. LHAMON: Thank you.
10 Q. And you said there were not enough chairs 10 MS. VANSE: Q. Did your son ever haveto
11 for each student. Would that last throughout the 11 dand or sit inthe classroom not in adesk or chair
12 entire class period? 12 whileat Fremont?
13 A. Yes 13 A. Yes.
14 Q. Would there ever be more chairs brought in 14 Q. And thisis something he told you?
15 that you are aware of -- 15 A. Yes.
16 A. No. 16 Q. Did hetell you about on how many occasions
17 Q. -- throughout the entire semester? 17 that occurred?
18 A. For entire school year. 18 A. ltwas--
19 Q. What would students do? 19 THE INTERPRETER: It wasamost on adaily
20 A. Sit onthefloor, onthe desk. 20 basis. Sowhat happened here also was that the
21 Q. When you were working in the office at 21 studentswould take turns. Sometimes one would get up
22 Fremont, did you ever receive complaintsfromteachers | 22 and the other one will take aturn and sit down.
23 that they didn't have enough chairs for their students? 23 MS. VANSE: Q. Did your son say thiswould
24 A. All thetime. 24 happenin every classor just acertain class at
25 Q. Who would they complain to? 25 Fremont?
Page 47 Page 49
1 A. Theprincipal. 1 A. Inevery class.
2 Q. Do you know what, if anything, the principal 2 Q. Anything else you are referring to when you
3 would say to them? 3 tak about Fremont being overcrowded?
4 A. No. 4 A. No.
5 Q. About how often would you hear teachers 5 Q. You aso mentioned one of your concerns was
6 complaining to the principal about not having enough 6 that teachers were absent at Fremont.
7 chairsintheir classroom? 7 A. Very often.
8 A. How often? Almost every day. 8 Q. What do you mean by "Very often"?
9 Q. Every day? 9 A. Liketwo times aweek, three times a week,
10 A. Uh-huh. 10 onceaweek. Thereis99 teachersin the school and |
11 Q. Do you remember if this was the same 11 wasthe one calling every morning to get substitutes,
12 teachersor different teachers? 12 s0| make -- they have made -- | have to write out all
13 A. Different teachers. There were 99 teachers 13 theteachersthat would be absent that day and | have
14 at school. 14 to goto subdtitutes. That iswhy | knew how much they
15 Q. And so approximately how many teacherswould | 15 were absent.
16 complain to the principal each day about not having 16 Q. And do you know why the teachers were
17 enough chairs? 17 absent? Wasthat something you learned when you worked
18 A. Almost every day. 18 at Fremont?
19 Q. I'msorry. About how many of the 99 19 A. No, | don't know why.
20 teachers? 20 Q. And o0 you actualy were -- when you worked
21 A. How many of the 997 50, 60. 21 at Fremont, you were the person that called to get
22 MS. LHAMON: You areasking for theonesshe | 22 substitutesfor the day?
23 knows about? 23 A. Yes.
24 MS. VANSE: That'sright. 24 Q. Wereyou able to get substitutes on most of
25 Q. So about 50 or 60 would complain every day? 25 thedays?
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1 A. No. Eventheteachers, they don't -- if 1 A. No.
2 they call themsalves, the substitutes, | don't know if 2 Q. And what would happen to those classes that
3 thereisnot enough substitutes. | don't know what 3 asubstitute was not brought in for?
4 happened, but never -- oncein awhile. Wehavea 4 A. They were bring to the cafeteria.
5 subdtitute that staysthere al -- you know, like stip 5 Q. And what would happen then?
6 subdtitutes, they call it. That isadtip substitute 6 A. And then they keep them in the cafeteria
7 istheonethat stayed there all day for -- but it is 7 Maybeitis-- most of thetime, it is going to be more
8 only one for the whole school. 8 than one class and they give them the newspaper they
9 Q. And that isasubgtitute that isthere to 9 canread or most of the time, they put them to read.
10 kind of fill in for ateacher that might be absent? 10 Q. Toread?
11 A. Uh-huh. 11 A. Uh-huh.
12 Q. Okay. I'msorry. How many teachers did you 12 Q. And do you know, would there be an
13 say onaveragewould call insick on agiven day at 13 administrator in there? Who would be in the cafeteria?
14 Fremont? 14 A. | remember onetime | told you there was
15 MS. LHAMON: Canl just havea 15 like 16 teachers absent, so it was too many for the
16 clarification? Areyou asking only who called in sick 16 substitute Mr. Hahn. | remember his name, so they have
17 or when they had a persona leave? 17 to have administrator come over and help him, Mr.
18 MS. VANSE: Just how many teachers were 18 Schmucler.
19 absent onagiven day at Fremont. 19 Q. Butingenerd, it would bethe stip
20 THE WITNESS: From fiveto ten teachers. 20 subgtitute?
21 MS. VANSE: Q. Every day? 21 A. The stip substitute.
22 A. Every day. 22 Q. That isgenerally the person who would take
23 Q. And of those five to ten teachers every day, 23 over if there were studentsin the cafeteria?
24 about how many were you able to find asubstitute for? | 24 A. Yes
25 MS. LHAMON: I'mgoing to object. Itis 25 Q. Do you know if students that were in the
Page 51 Page 53
1 going to be hard to the extent you are asking about 1 cafeteriawere ever taught any subject matter while
2 averages. Therewere presumably days when there were 2 they wereinthe cafeteria?
3 fewer, presumably days when there were more, so | think 3 A. No.
4 thetestimony is going to be hard. 4 Q. They weren't?
5 MS. VANSE: If you can answer. 5 A. Huh-uh.
6 THE WITNESS: Maybe one or two. 6 Q. And how do you know that?
7 MS. VANSE: Q. And it did vary from day to 7 A. Because | know. | know because | went and
8 day? 8 checked becauseit is not only my son that it concerned
9 A. Uh-huh; actudly, there were three people 9 me, but dl of them, the students who cameto me.
10 who supposed to call the substitute office. One week 10 So they came in aready and tell me, "Were
11 it was me; one week it was another person; one week 11 not doing nothing. Can we stay in the office and help
12 another person. It was the same for the three of us. 12 answering the phone?'
13 Q. Soyou didn't do this every day? 13 "No," | said. You haveto stay there."
14 A. No, maybe for only oneweek. It wasmy turn 14 "But we're not doing anything. We're just
15 to cal that week and the next week would be another 15 reading or they tell usto do what we feel like,
16 person and the next week, it would be another person. 16 homework stuff."
17 Q. What would you do when it was your turn to 17 And | say, "Go do your homework."
18 get asubdtitute? Isthere a substitute officein 18 "We don't have any homework because the
19 Oakland Unified? 19 teacher wasn't here yesterday.”
20 A. Wewould cal Oakland Unified Substitute 20 So that iswhat | find out.
21 Office and let them know how many we need. Wesayten | 21 Q. Were the students who were placed in the
22 and they say we're going to do the best we can and they 22 cafeteria because of no substitute, were they there for
23 send oneor two. We never get more than two. 23 theentireday or just for -- | can think you said
24 Q. And do you know why you never got more than 24  Fremont had two-hour class periods. Would they be
25 two? 25 therefor two hours?
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1 A. If they were lucky, they could go to the 1 Q. But at the sametime, they also told you
2 next classif the teacher was there. 2 that wasthe reason why the student had left school ?
3 Q. Andyoujust said, "If they were lucky, they 3 A. Uh-huh; yes.
4 could go to their next class." Would there generally 4 Q. Wasthere any other way that you are aware
5 not beanext classfor them to go to? 5 of that students would |eave to home because they had a
6 A. Yeah, but sometimes when there were like 6 subgtitute dl day other than hearing it from parents?
7 threeteachers -- they were going to have three 7 Didyou ever hear that from students themselves?
8 teachersintheday. If they find out they are going 8 A. From themselves they would tell me, "You
9 to have subgtitutes, they just go home by themselves. 9 know what? 1'm going to home."
10 Nobody tell themto leave. Itisagainst Oakland 10 And | said, "No, you have to speak with your
11 Unified School District rules, but they just cut and 11 teacher first."
12 jumped it and they go home. 12 But when | look for them, they were gone.
13 And then the parents -- when the parents 13 Q. You aso said you had a concern about
14 comeover, "Why my son" -- "Hetold metherewasgoing | 14 substitutesat Fremont. Wasthat just that there were
15 to besubstitute.” 15 too many or you couldn't find enough substitutes? |
16 So | say, "Yes, itistrue, but we don't 16 mean --
17 send them home. They left by themselves.” 17 A. The substitutes at Fremont, there is only
18 Q. Do you know of a specific instance where a 18 one substitute at Fremont.
19 student left school at Fremont because they were going 19 Q. Right. When | asked you if you had concerns
20 to have asubstitute al day? 20 about Fremont, you mentioned substitutes. 1'm curious,
21 A. | don't understand you. 21 wasthat the fact there weren't enough substitutes for
22 Q. Do you know -- when you said students would 22 teachersthat were absent?
23 leavefor homeif they were going to have substitutes 23 A. Yes
24  dl day, I'mwondering if you are thinking of something 24 Q. Werethere any other concerns you had about
25 inparticular, aspecific instance you recall or if it 25 subdtitutes at Fremont?
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1 isagenerda statement you are making. 1 A. No.
2 THE INTERPRETER: No, therewas not a 2 Q. You aso mentioned you had concerns about
3 specific day it happened. It happened alot of times. 3 bathrooms at Fremont?
4 MS. VANSE: Q. And how would you find out 4 A. Yeah, mogt of thetime they have like -- you
5 that the student would just leave school because they 5 know, for too many students, they only have two
6 had asubgtitute all day? 6 bathrooms, one for the boys and one for the girls and
7 A. Their parentstold me. They would call in 7 therest of the bathroomsthey kept locking. Thereis
8 school and because | know maybe the parents. They knew 8 not enough bathrooms for all students.
9 | speak Spanish or even the parents of students who 9 Q. Do you know how many bathrooms Fremont has,
10 don't speak Spanish, they knew that | keep in touch 10 including the locked ones, just actua facilities at
11 with the students, so they could come over and let me 11 thecampus?
12 know. 12 MS. LHAMON: Areyou asking just for the
13 They ask me, "Isthat true they don't have 13 gudent bathrooms?
14 teachersal day?" 14 MS. VANSE: Yes.
15 And | sad, "Yes, itistrue” 15 THE WITNESS: No, | don't know.
16 Because sometimes they don't believe the 16 MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know how many
17 students because they can make up thingsto cut, but it 17 bathroomsare locked at Fremont?
18 wastrue. 18 A. | know two of them.
19 Q. So the parents would tell you their student 19 Q. Two meaning one girls and one boys?
20 had left because they were going to have a substitute 20 A. They would keep it for -- no, those
21 al day? 21 bathrooms, they lock it because they want only the
22 A. They call meto ask meif they are telling 22 daff to usethem.
23 thetruth. 23 Q. There aretwo bathrooms at Fremont that are
24 And | said, "Yes, they aretelling the 24 locked for staff use only?
25 truth." 25 A. Uh-huh.
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Q. Arethere any bathrooms that are designated
for student use at Fremont that are locked?
A. No, | don't know.

MS. LHAMON: Angie, | want to make sure you
understood the question. Y ou earlier testified that
for too many students, there was only two bathrooms
open and the other ones were locked and Jennifer is
asking, do you know if there are students bathrooms
that are kept locked?

THE WITNESS: Those bathrooms that were
locked, the staff used them. They are supposed to be
for the students.

MS. LHAMON: The bathrooms the staff could
use that were locked had been origindly intended for
the students?

THE WITNESS: Yes. For ingtance, inthe
office, there is only one bathroom, so thereis not
enough bathrooms for the staff. Do you know what |
mean? Thereisonly one bathroom for the whole staff.
They decided the ones outside that are supposed to be
for the students and use them for the staff.

MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know if with the
portables any bathroom facilities were brought in as
well?

A. No.
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A. | don't know.

Q. Didyou ever see, when you were a Fremont,
any supply closets or anything of that nature with
bathroom supplies?

A. No.

Q. Doyou know if they exist at Fremont?

A. | don't know.

Q. Any other concerns you had about the
bathrooms at Fremont?

A. No.

Q. You said that your son mentioned that some
of the bathroom facilities were broken at Fremont. Do
you know if those were ever repaired?

A. | don't know if they were ever repaired.

Q. Did you ever see anyone comein while you
were working at Fremont to repair the bathrooms?

A. No.

Q. Would that have been something you would
have seen in the office if someone had comeinto
repair something at the facility?

A. No, because it wastwo offices. Maybeif
they came, maybe they came to the secretary office.

Q. Would that -- isthat generally -- maybe you
can describe for me alittle bit. There were two
offices, two administrative offices at Fremont?
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Q. No, you don't know or no, there were not?

A. No, there were not.

Q. Werethere any bathroomsin the gym
facilities at Fremont?

A. Yes

Q. And could students use those?

A. Yes, but only when they are in gym because
itis-- they closed it.

Q. Locked it?

A. ltisonly for the students who are actually
taking that classright there.

Q. Didyou ever ask anyone at Fremont why there
were only two bathrooms for student use?

A. No.

Q. Did you have any other problems with the
bathrooms at Fremont other than there were just too few
of them?

A. They were dirty most of thetime. There
were no toilet paper and my son told me some of them,
they don't work. They don't flush and not only my son,
but another student told me, too.

Q. That they were broken or wouldn't flush?

A. Uh-huh; yes.

Q. Do you know if the bathrooms -- the student
bathrooms at Fremont were cleaned by janitors?
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A. Oneisthefront office where | am with the
Six secretaries and another one is administration
office, only one secretary and two -- the principal and
two administrator, so it iskind of like divided.

Q. Would visitorsto the school have to go
through your office or could they go directly to the
other office?

A. If they knew where the administration
offices are, they would go straight to the office.

Q. So they weren't necessarily connected? You
don't have to go to one office to get to the other?

A. No.

Q. Any other concerns you have about the
bathrooms at Fremont?

A. | don't remember. | don't know.

Q. You aso mentioned a concern you had was
students take off in the afternoons at Fremont?

A. Yeah, after lunch because they have open
lunch. Open campusthey call it. And most of them,
they don't come back after lunch. They just go home or
someplace else. | don't know.

Q. Did your son ever do that?

A. Yes.

Q. And how would you find out?

A. | find out. Hetold meor | would go look
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1 for him; make sure. | am going to go check if he come 1 wdl? I'massuming they had tables.
2 back and | go look for him. 2 A. Sometimes.
3 To tell you the truth, sometimes he came 3 Q. Anything else that was wrong with the
4 overtome, "You know what? | have a substitute after 4 cdfeteriathat you can recall?
5 lunch. Canl go home?' 5 A. No.
6 And | said, "Yes" 6 Q. Now, would this be something you would see
7 Q. And how many times did he ask you that? 7 or something your son would tell you?
8 A. Often. | don't remember. 8 A. No, something that everybody -- me and all
9 Q. And thiswas just while you were working at 9 theteachersthat come over in the office, they make
10 Fremont? 10 comments. Everybody will seeit.
11 A. Uh-huh; yes. 11 Q. Thisissomething you did see yourself?
12 Q. And you told him that he could go home? 12 A. Yes.
13 A. Yes. 13 Q. And teachers also commented about the
14 Q. Were students ever disciplined because they 14 cafeteriato you?
15 had taken off after lunch instead of attending class? 15 A. Yes
16 A. No. 16 Q. And what would teachers say in general ?
17 MS. LHAMON: | want to interpose alate 17 A. "Do you know, Angie, the custodians clean
18 objection that it callsfor speculation. 18 thecafeteriaat night?”
19 MS. VANSE: Q. Andwhy did that concernyou | 19 | said, "I don't know. They looked like
20 that students would take off after lunch? 20 theydidnt." Andl say, "What can | say?"
21 A. Because they supposed to be at school. | 21 Q. Do you know if the teachers ever spoke to
22 mean, if | was astudent, after lunch, | go back to my 22 the custodians about the conditions of the cafeteria?
23 class. 23 A. Not only the teachers, but the principal.
24 Q. You also mentioned a concern you had. You 24 One of the teachers had a meeting with him.
25 said the school is not clean? 25 Q. Who?
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1 A. Yes, the school isnot clean. 1 A. With the custodian one time because they
2 Q. And what do you mean by that? 2 were concerned the school was very filthy and they like
3 A. Thereisgarbage al over. The cafeteria 3 dart cleaning for afew -- you know, for afew days
4 wherethe students are is always dirty, the floors, the 4 and were back again.
5 carpets. 5 Q. Do you know when that meeting was that the
6 Q. And what was your concern about the 6 principa spoke to the custodians about --
7 cafeteria? Wasit dirty during lunch, or after lunch, 7 A. Yes, but | don't know.
8 or beforethat? 8 Q. Isthat when you were working at Fremont?
9 A. Sometimesin the morning, thereislike 9 A. Yes
10 nobody cleaned it -- you know, they supposed to because | 10 MS. LHAMON: Itishard for the court
11 we have custodiansin the morning and afternoon. The 11 reporter if you start answering before she finishes her
12 onesin the afternoon, sometimes when we get in school, 12 question or if she asked you a question before you
13 sometimesit islike there was nobody there. They 13 finish because then it -- we have haf sentences when
14 never clean. 14 we'rereading the transcript later.
15 Q. And canyou just describe for me alittle 15 MS. VANSE: I'msorry. I'll try to let you
16 bit what you mean by the cafeterialooked like it 16 finish beforel start my questions.
17 wasn't clean? Wastheretrash? Wasthere food? How 17 Q. Wasthis something, if you recall, that
18 diditlook? 18 would happen every day, that the cafeteriawould be
19 A. It wastrash from the food before yesterday, 19 dirty?
20 fromoneday before. And you can tell whenitisnot 20 A. Yes
21 clean-- | mean, you can see. Y ou can tell nobody 21 Q. It would be every day?
22 mopped the floors. 22 A. BEvery day, no; in generd, yes.
23 Q. Sothefloorsin the cafeteriawere dirty? 23 Q. Did you ever hear complaints from students
24 A. Yeah 24  other than your son?
25 Q. What about the tables, were they dirty as 25 A. All thetime.
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1 Q. And wasthis also while you were working at 1 A. When the school year end and we il -- I'm
2 Fremont? 2 working 12 months -- al the custodians come over and
3 A. Yes. 3 they took all the seats out and they were --
4 Q. And they would come into the office and 4 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with
5 complain? 5 the witness in Spanish.)
6 A. Uh-huh; yes. 6 THE INTERPRETER: Buffed thefloors. The
7 Q. Wasthere any particular reason they were 7 floorswould be buffed, but only at the end of the
8 coming into the office other than to speak with you, 8 school year.
9 the students? 9 THE WITNESS. Maybethey did it at the
10 A. The students -- not only the students, but 10 beginning, but | never see doing it between classes.
11 dsotheteachers, they expect the office to fix all 11 Only I saw it only when the school year finished.
12 thetroubles. 12 MS. VANSE: Q. And did you ever see
13 Q. Sothey werejust coming in because they had 13 custodians cleaning the hallways during the year?
14 acomplaint? 14 A. Yes, uh-huh.
15 A. Yeah, because they have acomplaint or they 15 Q. What would they clean with?
16 asking who is absent -- you know, everything -- 16 A. With broom and dust pan picking up garbage.
17 everyone likesto come over to the office, make copies, 17 Q. So you mentioned something like a coke might
18 theteachers. 18 be spilled in the hallway. Would a custodian clean
19 Q. Was there someone at the school that dealt 19 that up?
20 with complaints? I'm assuming that is not your job, 20 A. Not right away.
21 athough maybeit was. 21 Q. About how long would it take?
22 A. No, I - 22 A. | don't know.
23 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with 23 Q. Anything else that was wrong with the floors
24 the witness in Spanish.) 24 inthe hallways?
25 THE INTERPRETER: Therewasnooneincharge | 25 A. | don't remember.
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1 of complaints. 1 Q. How about the floors in the classrooms, what
2 THE WITNESS: We dll recelved the same 2 waswrong with those?
3 complaints. All the people who work in the office, we 3 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with
4  dl receive the same. 4 the witness in Spanish.)
5 MS. VANSE: Q. And how many people were 5 THE INTERPRETER: Areyou taking only about
6 working in the office? 6 floors?
7 MS. LHAMON: Are you asking how many 7 MS. VANSE: Yes. Well get to the other
8 secretariesthat werein the office or -- 8 stuff.
9 MS. VANSE: Yes, just how many peoplein 9 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with
10 generdl. 10 the witness in Spanish.)
11 THE WITNESS: Let me see, eight, that | 11 THE WITNESS: All the school looks the same.
12 remember. 12 MS. VANSE: Q. And | guesswhat I'mtrying
13 MS. VANSE: Q. Okay. You said you were 13 --sincel've never been at the school, I'm trying to
14 aso concerned about the floors at Fremont. Would 14  get from you what "the same" lookslike. What is --
15 thesebefloorsin classrooms or hallways? 15 describefor mealittle bit, if you will, the floors.
16 A. Onthe hallways and the classrooms. 16 A. Sometimes they would be clean, the
17 Q. And what was wrong with the floorsin the 17 classroom, but sometimes they will be dirty, like you
18 hallways? 18 didn' take the garbage last night or something like
19 A. They just not clean. Youcantell. You can 19 that.
20 goseeitisnot clean. 20 Q. And that iswhat I'm trying to get at. When
21 Q. Wastheretrash? 21 you say that it was dirty, what doesthat mean? What
22 A. ltislike marks and somebody maybe drop a 22 does--
23 cokeand they just stay there, alot of garbage. 23 A. Maybe the students et at the classroom.
24 Q. Wasit ever cleaned up that you are aware 24 Q. So there might be food?
25 of? 25 A. Theremight befood. Maybethereis--
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1 maybe that iswhy we haverats. 1 A. Itwas--
2 'Q. Anything else that would be wrong with the 2 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with
3 floorsinthe classroom? 3 the witness in Spanish.)
4 A. No, | don't remember. 4 THE WITNESS. When they clean, they look
5 Q. And do you know if the classrooms at Fremont 5 niceand clean, but after -- you know, they get dirty
6 were cleaned by the custodians? 6 pretty often and then they take too long to go back and
7 A. They supposed to be cleaned. 7 clean them back.
8 Q. Do you know if they actually were? 8 MS. VANSE: Q. Did the hallwaysin Fremont
9 A. Sometimes| saw them clean. Actually, | 9 have garbage dispensers?
10 watched them clean, but not every day. 10 A. Yes
11 Q. Do you know if students were supposed to 11 Q. Would students use those?
12 havefood in the classrooms? 12 A. Yes
13 MS. LHAMON: Vagueasto "supposedto." Was | 13 Q. Wasthere garbage on the floors?
14 there aschool rule about having food? 14 A. Yes
15 MS. VANSE: Right. 15 Q. Do you know if that was caused because the
16 THE WITNESS: No, | don't think thereisa 16 trash dispensers were too full or how would the trash
17 rule 17 get there, if you know?
18 MS. VANSE: Q. A ruleagaingt it? 18 A. Maybe the students -- you know, they don't
19 A. No, | don't think so. 19 carethey dropped it. | don't know.
20 Q. Okay. You also mentioned the carpets at the 20 MS. LHAMON: Remember, Jennifer is not
21 school were not clean? 21 asking you to guesstoday. The questionisif you
22 A. Intheoffice, they were like dirty. 22 know. If you know something, you should tell her. If
23 Q. Where were there carpets at the school ? 23 you don't know, if you have areason to think, you can
24 A. It would bein the -- some classrooms, they 24  aso say that.
25 have carpets. Some teachers, | don't know if they had 25 THE WITNESS: Okay.
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1 putitinthemselves. | knew one teacher, he had put 1 MS. VANSE: Q. Soyou don't know how trash
2 himsdf carpeting in his classroom, but he keep it 2 would --
3 clean. | mean on hisown, he goes and get the machine 3 A. | don't know.
4 andcleanit every time hefedslikeit. | know he 4 MS. VANSE: Okay. | think we're going to
5 keepsit clean. Heisthe one who keeps hisroom clean 5 takeaquick break, if that isall right.
6 and everything nice. 6 (Recesstaken.)
7 Q. Thisissomething he does himself? 7 MS. VANSE: Q. Weve been talking about
8 A. Himsdlf. 8 your concern that Fremont was not clean. Other than
9 Q. Sothe carpets were just dirty, isthat what 9 what weve talked about, the cafeteria, the floors, the
10 you were saying? 10 carpets, the garbage, was there anything €l se you were
11 A. That isthe only room at Fremont | remember 11 concerned about with Fremont not being clean?
12 isnice. 12 A. No.
13 Q. I'm sorry, the other carpets? 13 Q. What about your concern about rats? Were
14 A. The other carpets, dirty. 14 thereratsat Fremont?
15 Q. Do you know if those were cleaned by the 15 A. Yes
16 custodians? 16 Q. And by "Rats," do you mean -- are these
17 A. Yeah, they were. | saw them onetime clean 17 actud rats, big oneswith long tails, or mice?
18 them oncein the office. 18 A. Wehad both. Actualy, rats, they were more
19 Q. Did that seem to make a difference? 19 seenlikeoutside, but the little onesinside, like the
20 A. Yes 20 office, therewasalot of mice.
21 Q. Did you notice that the carpetsin the 21 Q. Mice. Okay.
22 office were not cleaned regularly? 22 A. Uh-huh.
23 A. No, | don't know. 23 Q. Didyou ever persondly see arat or mouse
24 Q. Youdidn't notice? It wasn't noticeable 24  a Fremont?
25 from one day whether they had been cleaned to the next? | 25 A. Yes
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1 Q. Where did you see -- let's stick with rats 1 They told methat. | remember that.
2 firs. 2 Q. Soteacherswould tell you they saw ratsin
3 A. Therats? 3 theclassroom?
4 Q. Wheredid you personaly see arat at 4 A. Uh-huh.
5 Fremont? 5 Q. Anywhere else they would say or ateacher
6 MS. LHAMON: I'm going to object to the 6 would tell you they had seen arat?
7 extent you arenot clear. Itisnot clear to methe 7 A. Inthe basement.
8 difference between arat and amouse. If you can 8 Q. Anywhere else?
9 distinguish in your head the difference, that is great. 9 A. | don't know. | don't remember.
10 THE WITNESS: The rats are the big ones. 10 Q. About how often would a student tell you
11 MS. VANSE: Q. Isthat how youunderstanda | 11 that he or she had seen arat?
12 rat-- 12 A. Itislike-- it waslikeacertaintimea
13 A. Yeah. 13 vyear.
14 Q. -- what you understand arat to be? 14 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with
15 A. Yeah, micearelittle, runs around. 15 the witness in Spanish.)
16 Q. And ratsare bigger? 16 THE INTERPRETER: It was occasionally.
17 A. Uh-huh; yes. 17 THE WITNESS: But they haveto cal the
18 Q. Going forward with that definition, have you 18 exterminator and they came over, but after that, we
19 ever personally seen arat at Fremont? 19 stopped seeing them for awhile, but they came back
20 A. Yes. 20 agan.
21 Q. Wheredid you seeit? 21 MS. VANSE: Q. So the school did call an
22 A. Atthe gym onetime. 22 exterminator when a student would see one?
23 Q. Thiswasinside the gym? 23 A. Yes. Becauseit was atime where there was
24 A. Indde. 24  alot of ratsin the office, in the classrooms, so the
25 Q. Wasit -- where wasiit in the gym? 25 principa got concerned and he called the exterminator,
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1 A. | was sent to look for ateacher. When | 1 sothey came over and they even let us go early that
2 opened the door, it run from behind the desk through 2 day because | think it was going to be a weekend, so
3 thegym. 3 they came over and we stopped seeing them for awhile,
4 Q. Did you ever -- did anyone ever tell you 4 but then they come back again.
5 about seeing arat at Fremont? 5 Q. Do you know if the principal called an
6 A. Yes, the students and the teachers, too. 6 exterminator a second time?
7 Q. How about studentsfirst, where did a 7 A. | don't remember.
8 student tell you they had seen arat? 8 Q. And how about mice, did you ever see mice at
9 A. Mogt of thetime it wasin the morning when 9 Fremont yourself?
10 they just got there. When they seethem, they just go, | 10 A. Intheoffice. Thatistheonel seeinthe
11 "Oh,| saw arat." 11 office. Itisjust thelittle ones.
12 Q. And do you know wherethey would seearat? | 12 Q. Would you just see one or would you see
13 A. Classrooms or outside, different areas. 13 severd?
14 Q. Do you know if the students were referring 14 A. Threetimes| saw.
15 towhat we've just distinguished between arat and a 15 Q. Wasit one mouse three separate times?
16 mouseor if -- do you know if they had that same 16 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with
17 distinction? 17 the witness in Spanish.)
18 A. | don't know. 18 THE WITNESS: No, one.
19 Q. Okay. How about teachers, where would a 19 MS. VANSE: Q. And did you ever hear from a
20 teacher tell you he or she had seen arat? 20 student that he or she had seen amouse a Fremont?
21 A. Onetimel was-- | told ateacher, "A 21 A. No, from the other clerksin the office.
22 student just come over and tell me he just saw it. It 22 Q. How about -- but not from a student?
23 wasalittle onein the classroom.” 23 A. Yes, from students, too.
24 "Oh, don't worry. That iscommon. | see 24 Q. Would that be the same?
25 them every day." 25 A. My son told me he saw mice in the hallway.
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1 Q. Did hetell you it was onetime or were 1 hadthat year?
2 there severa times? 2 A. Six.
3 A. Heonly told me onetime. 3 MS. LHAMON: Asapoint of clarification,
4 Q. Did other studentstell you about seeing 4 when you say he had two books, do you mean he could
5 miceat Fremont? 5 take home booksin only two classes?
6 A. Yes. 6 THE WITNESS: No. None of the class, they
7 Q. Did they tell you where they had seen the 7 can't take the books home. They need to leave them at
8 mice? 8 schoal.
9 A. Just in the campus like walking around in 9 MS. LHAMON: In only two of his classes, he
10 the cafeteria 10 had abook to usein class?
11 Q. And you've already mentioned one teacher 11 THEWITNESS: Only inclass.
12 that told you about seeing a mouse at Fremont. 12 MS. VANSE: Q. So he had four classes that
13 A. Uh-huh. 13 hedidn't have abook to use?
14 Q. Werethere others? 14 A. Yes
15 A. Others, yes. 15 Q. And you don't recall what classes those
16 Q. Other teachers that had seen mice and told 16 were?
17 you about it? 17 A. No. What the teachers do, they make copies
18 A. Yes. Andthey got traps and everything in 18 and pass them around to the students.
19 theclassrooms. 19 Q. Touseinclass?
20 Q. Arethesetrapsthat the teachers themselves 20 A. Yeah. For those students who did not have a
21 bought or that the school purchased? 21 book, the teachers make copies and give them to the
22 A. No, themsealves. 22 students.
23 Q. Do you know if the school ever called an 23 Q. Do you know why your son didn't have books
24  exterminator to get rid of the mice? 24 infour of his classes his freshman year?
25 A. Yes, they did. 25 A. Therewasn't enough books for everyone.
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1 Q. Wasthat the sametime they called the 1 Q. So there were some books. They just didn't
2 exterminator for the rats? 2 have enough?
3 A. Yes. 3 A. They haveto share. Like 30 studentsin the
4 Q. Okay. You mentioned you aso had aconcern 4 classroom and they have 15 books, they put them on the
5 about the textbooks at Fremont? 5 table and they have to sharethem. That iswhy they
6 A. Yes 6 cannot take the books home. They need to stay at the
7 Q. And what are your concerns about the 7 classroom.
8 textbooks? 8 Q. Let meclarify here. You said your son just
9 A. Some of the students, they don't have no 9 hisfreshman year had six classes and that for four of
10 booksthe whole school year. One of them was my son. 10 theclasses, he didn't have a book; isthat correct?
11 Q. And wasthisfor both of the yearsthat he 11 A. Inthose classes, yes.
12 wasat Fremont he did not have atextbook? 12 Q. Okay.
13 A. Yes. 13 A. Inthe other classes are the ones they need
14 Q. Wasthisfor -- 14 to share the book.
15 A. Indifferent subjects. | don't remember 15 Q. Sofor thetwo classes that he did have
16 what subjects, but it was different subjects. 16 books, he had to share themin class?
17 Q. For the 1999/2000 schoal year, do you 17 A. Yes.
18 remember, wasit one subject -- was this his freshman 18 Q. Okay. For thefour classesthat he didn't
19 vyear the '99/2000 school year? 19 haveabook to use at al, hejust used photocopies?
20 A. Uh-huh; yes. 20 A. They make -- the teachers make photocopies.
21 Q. Do you recal if he had textbooks for any of 21 Q. Do you know why in those four classes that
22 hisclassesthat year? 22 your son didn't have a textbook?
23 A. Heonly have like two books, but he need it 23 A. | think because there wasn't enough books.
24 for other classes, but | don't remember which ones. 24 Q. When you tell me that there weren't enough
25 Q. So he-- do you remember how many classeshe | 25 books, then I'm thinking that there were some.

21 (Pages 78 to 81)




Page 82 Page 84
1 A. Because| ask. | ask my son, "Why don't 1 textbookin?
2 they have books?" 2 A. | don't remember.
3 "They said they are waiting for them, for 3 Q. Do you remember --
4 theDigtrict to send them." 4 A. Hedoes, but | dont.
5 And they told methat dl year. 5 Q. Do you remember if he did not have a
6 Q. Okay. SotheDigtrict, asfar asyou know, 6 textbook in any of those classes?
7 never sent the books over? 7 A. | think he doesn't have algebra book for the
8 A. No. 8 whole year and thereason | remember that is because
9 Q. And you mentioned that for the two classes 9 that ishisfavorite subject.
10 that your son did have abook to use in class, he had 10 Q. Do you remember why he didn't have an
11 to share them with other studentsin class? 11 agebrabook?
12 A. Yes 12 A. There wasn't enough booksin school. Not
13 Q. And do you know why he had to share them? 13 only my son, but alot of them, they don't have the
14 A. Because the other students, they don't -- 14 book.
15 firg of al, there wasn't enough books and the student 15 Q. A lot of them meaning other studentsin the
16 ask, "Canl see? Can | check the book?" 16 school?
17 They shared the book together like they are 17 A. Uh-huh; yes.
18 friendsor they sit to each other. If the other 18 Q. So werethere algebra books a Fremont?
19 student doesn't have a book and my son has book, he 19 A. Yeah, there were algebra books at Fremont.
20 shares. 20 Q. They didn't have enough for each student?
21 Q. But were they sharing because they had to -- 21 A. Yes, s0 they have to make copies. If they
22 | mean, there weren't enough books actually for each 22 aregoing to do homework or something, they have to do
23 student to havein class? 23 it a the school. They could not take home.
24 A. Yes, they haveto share. 24 Q. Other than the algebra, any other class that
25 Q. Did your son ever have homework hisfreshman | 25 you recall for that 2000/2001 school year that your son
Page 83 Page 85
1 vyear? 1 didn't have abook in?
2 A. Excuse me? 2 A. | think physics.
3 Q. Did your son have homework his freshman 3 Q. Hedidn't have abook?
4 year? 4 A. No.
5 A. Yes 5 MS. LHAMON: Isit physicsor physical
6 Q. What would the homework be? 6 science? Wasthere adifference?
7 A. Mo of the-- 7 THE WITNESS: Physica science, like
8 Q. If you can remember. 8 biology, stuff like that.
9 A. What happened is when the teacher make 9 MS. VANSE: Thereisadifference.
10 copiesfrom him, he just haveto fill it out or make 10 THE WITNESS: Where they do experiments and
11 essay, different things. Itisalot of different 11 stuff likethat.
12 thingsthat he hasto do for homework. 12 MS. VANSE: Q. Sophysical science, he
13 Q. Do you recadl for the two classes that he 13 didn't have atextbook?
14 did have booksfor, what that homework was his freshman 14 A. No.
15 year? 15 Q. Do you know if there were textbooks or not
16 A. No, | don't remember, but itisalot of -- 16 just enough or the school didn't have any altogether?
17 amost every day homework. There are dayswhen he 17 A. | don't know. | never ask the teachers.
18 tells me he doesn't have homework, | ask him to read. 18 Q. Did you ever ask the teacher about algebra?
19 Q. Youwould make him read? 19 A. Yes, | asked him.
20 A. Yeah. 20 Q. What did he say?
21 MS. LHAMON: Y ou would give him homework. 21 A. Hesad he hasto do like the other
22 MS. VANSE: Q. What about the 2000/2001 22 gudents, like they have to share the book or make
23 school year, how many classes did your son have? 23 copiesif he wantsto.
24 A. Six. 24 Q. Did-- I'll just focus on algebrafor a
25 Q. And how many of those classes did he have a 25 minute here. Did the teacher have textbooksin the
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1 classroom that he was using with the students? 1 A. Theteachers can't make copies.
2 “A. Yes, he has textbooks in the classroom. 2 Q. Because the copy machine was broken?
3 Q. And they were just not enough so the 3 A. Was broken because maybe too much use.
4 students had to share? 4 Q. How many copy machines were there at Fremont
5 A. Yeah; yes. Therewasbooksinthe 5 when you worked there?
6 classroom, but it istoo many students and they 6 A. Intheofficel wasinwas only one, but
7 cannot -- they haveto keep it in the classroom. They 7 they have arule where they can only --
8 cannot take it home or they cannot say, "Thisis my 8 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with
9 book." Hehasto share or he or she hasto share with 9 the witnessin Spanish.)
10 someoneéese. 10 THE INTERPRETER: Copying room.
11 Q. Do you know if there were any books that the 11 THE WITNESS: So it was one person there, so
12 teacher used in physical science? 12 she-- sheisaways complaining because she has alot
13 A. | don't know. 13 of copiesto make.
14 Q. Did your son have algebra homework in 14 MS. VANSE: Q. Sotheteachers had acopy
15 2000/20017? 15 room?
16 A. Yes 16 A. A copy room, but sometimes she is not there.
17 Q. And how would that homework be? Likehow | 17 When sheleaves, shelocks-- she needsto lock it
18 did it come about if there wasn't a book? 18 because the students are not allowed to use those
19 A. Copies. 19 machines, so they cannot get broke or anything.
20 Q. It wascopies. What about for physical 20 Sometimes for the teachers, it is hard for them to get
21 science, did your son have homework in that class? 21 thecopies.
22 A. Yeah, hedso bring copies. | remember 22 Q. Any other concerns you had with textbooks at
23 seeing copies of acell and he make something with 23 Fremont?
24 cancer, so it waslike | saw copies of -- 24 A. No.
25 Q. Copies of the book and your son had to do 25 Q. You aso mentioned you were concerned there
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1 something fromit? 1 wereno lockersfor al of the students?
2 A. Uh-huh; yes. 2 A. Yes. My son never have alocker at Fremont.
3 Q. Do you know if Fremont ill has-- let me 3 Q. And there were some lockers for some
4 dart again. 4  gudents?
5 Do you il have concerns about textbooks 5 A. Yes
6 a Fremont? 6 Q. Do you know how they were assigned?
7 A. Wéll, my sonis not there -- no -- yes, | 7 A. | don't know. | don't remember.
8 do, for my neighbors, for my friends. 8 Q. What would students do who were not assigned
9 Q. Do you know if Fremont hassince gottenmore | 9 alocker? Werethey given anything else asan
10 textbooks? 10 alternative?
11 A. | don't know. 11 A. No.
12 Q. Haveyou spoken with any of your neighbors 12 Q. What would they do with their stuff?
13 or friends about whether there is no textbooks? 13 A. They need to carry it al thetime.
14 A. When | spoke with them, | think everything 14 Q. | think you mentioned earlier that you used
15 isdill thesame. 15 towork for Oakland Unified School District?
16 Q. That iswhat they told you when you spoke 16 MS. LHAMON: I'msorry. Thequestionis
17 with them? 17 justvague. Areyou asking separate from when she was
18 A. Yes. 18 working at Fremont High School ?
19 Q. Do you have any other concerns about 19 MS. VANSE: Right.
20 textbooks other than the fact that you felt there were 20 Q. You worked for Oakland before?
21 not enough? 21 A. Yeah.
22 A. Yes-- you know, sometimesif they already 22 Q. What did you do at Oakland Unified before
23 havethat problem, there wasn't enough books and 23 you worked for Fremont?
24 sometimes a copy machine, they don't work. 24 A. | wasclerk, also aclerk.
25 Q. I'msorry? 25 Q. And how long did you work for the Oakland
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1 School District before you worked for Fremont? 1 principad?

2 “A. Oneyear. 2 A. Sheisthe principa.

3 Q. Areyou till working for the Oakland 3 Q. Shewasat Fremont before going to Life

4 Unified School District? 4 Academy?

5 A. Yes 5 A. Shewasthe assistant principal.

6 Q. And you are not back at the central office? 6 Q. Thiswas her ideato gtart this school ?

7 A. No, I'mworking in the new high school. 7 A. Yes.

8 Q. What high school are you at now? 8 Q. How long did the process take, do you know?

9 A. Life Academy High School. 9 A. Thewhole yesr.

10 Q. Just following your son around. | think you 10 Q. Sofrom, I guess the beginning of 2000/20017?

11 mentioned you were at the Sub Center Office downtown | 11 A. Because | met her when | started working at

12 for your first year working at Oakland Unified? 12 Fremont and | knew shewas-- | just listen. | knew

13 A. Yes 13 shewasworking on opening a small school, but after |

14 Q. What isthe Sub Center Office? 14 -- my son, helikes health and bioscience. That ishis

15 A. Itisthe main office. 15 magor. That iswhat hewantsto be. That ishis

16 Q. Did you ever bring up any of your concerns 16 major, right, so they have thisidea from Fremont, pull

17 with Fremont with anyone at the District Office while 17 uplike small high schoolsfrom the academy. Like my

18 you were working there? 18 sonwas health and bioscience, so that was Life Academy

19 A. Yes, to my friends, my coworkers. 19 born.

20 Q. Anyone else? 20 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with

21 A. No. 21 the witnessin Spanish.)

22 Q. Going back to your declaration, in paragraph 22 THE INTERPRETER: Did you understand?

23 two, you mentioned that you have now pulled your son 23 MS. VANSE: | think so.

24 out of Fremont and put him in agood public school and | 24 THE WITNESS: Okay.

25 that public school is Life Academy, correct? 25 MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know how long she had
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1 A. Yes. 1 beenworking on this before you met her?

2 Q. And how were you able to transfer your son? 2 A. She-- how long she had been working?

3 A. Because-- okay. Thisisalong story. 3 Q. No, how long she had been working on getting

4 Q. Give methe short version. 4 thisschool started?

5 A. Okay. Itisassistant principal who works 5 A. Sinceshewasin New York.

6 at Fremont. She came from New Y ork and she hasthis 6 Q. Do you know when she came to Fremont?

7 ideato open new schools because in New Y ork, thereis 7 A. She came to Fremont in the same year that |

8 alot of small schools, so she told me about it. 8 did.

9 And | said -- | looked at her, | said, 9 Q. Okay. And you mentioned alittle bit of the
10 "Alternative?" 10 processthat you went through to get the Life Academy
11 She has this idea about opening new schools, 11 darted. Canyou go through that perhaps alittle more
12 so she opened her own high school, but it is not -- it 12 detaled?

13 belonged to Oakland Unified School District. She got 13 A. Shefirgt madelikeinvitation to al the

14 parentstogether and students and we fight -- we fought 14 parents. She asked mefor help.

15 for the building and for the approval and we went 15 "Angie, can you help meto get parents

16 through al of this process and the school was ayes, 16 together and students together to give them the idea?"
17 sowe open on September 4 and it is a new high school 17 Itisnot just meworking. Itisaso

18 that belongsto Oakland Unified School District. We 18 teachers, students. Everyoneisworking together to
19 have -- only have 250 students. 19 get the school so we get parents and everything. She
20 Q. That isreally 250, not 2,5007? 20 got the meeting -- and the principal knew about it.

21 A. No, 250. Anditisnice. Thebuilding, it 21 Q. Theprincipal of --

22 used to be aRed Cross building before and it wasgiven | 22 A. Of Fremont and he give her whole support, so
23 to-- Lori Flaxmanisthe principa. It wasgivento 23 we get the parents together and we tell them what we
24 her, so she said we have now a small nice high school. 24 needto do. We need to go down to the Digtrict and
25 Q. I'msorry? Lori Flaxman is the name of the 25 tell them we -- she wants to open a new high school
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1 that belongsto Oakland Unified School District and we 1 students?
2 got theyes after alot of meetings and -- 2 A. No, after we make fliers and everything,
3 Q. Were these meetings that you were a part of 3 everyonewasinvited to come -- you know, because it
4 oryoujust heard -- 4 wasnt enough students to open the school. The academy
5 A. Yes, | wasapart of it since the beginning 5 only had maybe 130 students, so we have open invitation
6 and we got ayes and we opened September 4th. 6 to everyone who wants to come and they make application
7 Q. Sowerethese meetingsjust with Ms. Flaxman 7 and everything. That iswhy they were selected.
8 or did you go to the meetings with the District as 8 Q. So there were other students at the Life
9 wdl? 9 Academy that weren't previoudy at Fremont or were
10 A. Withthe Digtrict. Chaconasisthe 10 they --
11 superintendent of Oakland and we told him we want -- we | 11 A. Some are from Fremont and some of them are
12 want anew school. We want books for -- you know, 12 from other high schools because we work -- like | went
13 everything different from Fremont. 13 toonehigh school. | haveto go with another teacher.
14 Q. Do you know where they got funding for the 14 | went and make the invitation to the kids and telling
15 new school? 15 them, "Wewant to open anew school. You areinvited
16 A. From Oakland Unified School Digtrict. 16 tocomeif you want to come. Hereisthe application.”
17 Q. Do you know if there was a process other 17 So some were interested; some of them
18 than just the meetings you attended that had to be done 18 werent.
19 to get funding for the new school ? 19 Q. Do you know any of the other academies at
20 A. No, | don't know. 20 Fremont that are aso thinking of forming their own
21 Q. Okay. 21 smdler school?
22 A. Wejugt -- actualy, we just tell him what 22 A. Yes.
23  wewant and after he say yes, they have -- they need to 23 Q. Do you know which ones?
24 have like apane, other people need to say yes and 24 A. Media Academy, the one with film.
25 everyone say yesand wegot it. | don't know. | mean, 25 Q. Any othersthat you know of?
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1 they havethe money. 1 A. No.
2 Q. And how were students chosen for the new 2 Q. And do you know who was trying to start or
3 Life Academy? 3 bresk away, | guess, the Media Academy from Fremont?
4 A. By hedlth and bioscience. All the students 4 A. Another teacher.
5 who belong to health and bioscience -- 5 Q. Do you know that teacher's name?
6 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with 6 A. Mary Benson. | think the superintendent,
7 the witnessin Spanish.) 7 what | know and what | heard, because he say thiswork.
8 THE INTERPRETER: Workshop. 8 Hewantsto do the same with al the academies at
9 MS. LHAMON: Academy? 9 Fremont.
10 THE WITNESS: Like academy. 10 Q. Hewantsto break them al off likethe Life
11 MS. VANSE: Q. Wasthat -- maybethisis 11 Academy?
12 something I don't know about Fremont. Does Fremont 12 A. Yeah.
13 have different academies that work within it? 13 Q. When did you hear him say this?
14 A. Yes 14 A. Inmeetings. Like Friday, we have a
15 Q. Okay. How many academies does Fremont have? | 15 meeting. He mentioned it again.
16 A. Have, let me see, about five. 16 Q. What I'mtrying to get at is what
17 Q. Okay. And so one of the academies at 17 specificdly did he say, if you can recal?
18 Fremont was alike a biohealth or science? 18 A. He says he has future because, actually,
19 A. Yes. 19 Denny Chaconas was a student at Fremont and he knows
20 Q. Sothose studentsin that academy at Fremont 20 about al these problems, so he said thisis one of the
21 weretransferred to the Life Academy? 21 solutionsthat he has, like break the school in small
22 A. Yes. 22 -- break Fremont like small schools.
23 Q. Okay. Were there other students that 23 Q. Did he say how he was going to go about
24 weren't previoudy at Fremont that are attending Life 24 doing that?
25 Academy that you know of or isit just former Fremont 25 A. No, | don't remember.
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Q. Thisisat ameeting Friday?
A. Yes

Q. What kind of a meeting was this?

A. It was ameeting also with the mayor of
Oakland, James Brown, and it was also -- all the people
was discussing about housing and in Oakland, they are
building alot of house apartments. They don't know
building schools and we want schoolsinstead of
apartment building.

Q. Anything else you can recall from this
meeting that was said on Friday?

A. About the school, well, he promised heis
going to open more schools.

Q. Did he say when? Thisisthe
superintendent.

A. Inthe next two years.

Q. Did he say anything about teachers or
textbooks at this meeting?

A. No.

Q. Haveyou ever heard the superintendent speak
about teachers or textbooks?

A. | don't remember.

Q. Thelast sentence in your declarationin
paragraph two, you say that "1 know the horrible
conditions at Fremont still exist because | speak often
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A. Yeah, they comeover. | ask them, | say,
"How do you like school? How isit?"
They said, "No. Itisthe same."
And | feel bad because they want to come to
Life Academy, but thereis no space.
Q. Soisthere any conditionsin particular
that you've spoken about with neighbors or children?
No, | know they have books now.
They do have books?
Uh-huh.
How do you know that?
Because | asked and they told me.
Who did you ask?
| asked, her name is Nancy and she told me,
"Now we have books."
And | also asked Harold and Alex, the kids
that live on my block that go to Fremont.
Q. You asked them if they have textbooks now at
Fremont and they said yes?
A. Yes.
Q. And did you speak about anything elsein
particular about Fremont?
A. No.
Q. Sowhat are the concerns that you know still
exist because you speak often with your neighbors as
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with my neighbors whose children till have to attend
Fremont, as well as other students who are suffering at
the schoal .
If you can concentrate just on thetime

period since -- did you leave Fremont the same time
your son did?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. From thetime period you and your son
left Fremont, which, | guess, would be May/June 2001,
until now, what are the conditions at Fremont that you
have spoken about with either -- well, let'sjust take
with your neighbors.

A. When did | spesk with them or how?

Q. Yes, just the ones you say still exist
because you say you've spoken with your neighbors about
them.

A. Yeah, my sons, they have friends that come
over to my house.

Q. Let'stak about the neighborsfirst and
we'll get to your sons friends.

A. They are neighbors.

Q. If they are mixed, then that isfine.

A. Welivein-- wedl live around together.

Q. We can group them together if that is easier
for you.
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well as students?

A. About the teachers being absent, the school
being dirty, and the open campus. They don' like --
the parents don't like it, but they ill have it and
the schoal is-- | know thereis not enough -- it is
not as crowded as when | was there, but it is still
crowded.

Q. Do you know why it is not as crowded as when
you were there?

A. Maybe because we move.

Q. Maybe. So anything other than the teachers
being absent, the open campus, dirty on campus, and the
overcrowding that you've spoken about with anyone since
you left Fremont and the textbooks?

A. | don't remember. | don't think so.

Q. Okay.

MS. VANSE: Do you want to stop for lunch?

MS. LHAMON: Okay.

(Recesstaken.)

MS. VANSE: Q. Good afternoon. | just want
to remind you &l the same ground rules that we talked
about this morning ill apply today. Do you
understand that?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. When we l€ft off, | think we had
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1 finished going through paragraph two of your 1 classes”

2 declaration. | want to direct your attention now to 2 Were you ever aware of classes at Fremont

3 Exhibit 1, paragraph three, and you mention a specific 3 that did not have an adult present?

4 ingtance on April 22, 2000, where 16 teachers were 4 A. Yes

5 absent from Fremont. Do you know why there were -- was 5 Q. When would that occur?

6 that an unusually large number of teachersto be absent 6 A. Different times, | -- you know, by walking

7 ononeday at Fremont? 7 or sometimes the students come over and let me know

8 A. Thisday, we don't know what happened, but 8 thereisnoonein the classroom, so then | -- that is

9 itwasunusua. 9 theway we find out there wasn't ateacher there or we
10 Q. It wasunusua? 10 need to look someone who goes to the classroom.

11 A. Too many -- not usualy that many. 11 Q. And what would you do if astudent camein
12 Q. And do you know -- happen to know why there 12 and told you there was no adult in the classroom at
13 werethat many absent on that particular day? 13 that time?
14 A. No, | don't know. 14 A. Most of thetime, | let the secretary know.
15 Q. Okay. The second sentence you state, "Only 15 Q. Do you know what she would do at that point?
16 two subgtitutes actually showed up at the school on 16 A. Yeah, shewill find someone to cover the
17 April 22." 17 classor if she cannot find someone, she will bring
18 Do you know if more substitutes were -- were 18 themin another -- sometimes she divide them into
19 hired, | guess, tofill in that day and just didn't 19 classrooms, like five students going to Mr. Miller,
20 show up or do you know if additional substitutes 20 likethat.
21 couldn't be found? 21 Q. Were the students ever brought to the
22 MS. LHAMON: Vagueasto "Hire." Areyou 22 cdfeteriain the type of situation we described this
23 asking if she knows more substitutes were called or if 23 morning where there would be a bunch of studentsin the
24 she knows the Digtrict had actudly paid more people to 24 cdfeteriawith someone there?
25 come? 25 A. Yes, because most of the time, the teachers
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1 MS. VANSE: Q. I'm not asking do you know 1 don't want to take more students. Instead of take the

2 if the Didtrict actually paid for these people to come. 2 students because they are going to say no, we take them

3 I'mwondering if the Digtrict was able to find more 3 tothecafeteria

4 than two to show up that day and only two showed up or 4 Q. Wasthere ever an occasion that you are

5 two wasonly what they could find? 5 awareof at Fremont where an adult was not found to

6 A. 1 think it was only what they can find. 6 taketheclass?

7 Q. Were there any other occasions that you can 7 A. Yes

8 recdl at Fremont where 16 or more teachers were absent 8 Q. And when wasthat?

9 onasngleday? 9 A. Theteachers when they -- you know, have an
10 A. No, but less, like 13, 12, ten. 10 hour prep, they cdl it, you cannot find the teacher.
11 Q. The13, 12, and ten, was that also high or 11 Youdon't know whereitis. You need to go look all
12 wasthat more of anormal occurrence? 12 over the school looking for them and it istheir free
13 A. Itishigh. 13 time, so we cannot force them.

14 Q. About how often would Fremont have, let's 14 Q. But were you ever aware of a classthat did
15 just say, more than ten absent on aday, if you can 15 not have any adult at al, that you couldn't find an
16 recal? 16 adult for that class?

17 A. No. 17 A. Yes.

18 Q. Youcan'trecall? 18 Q. Tell me about that instance or there may be
19 A. Wéll, no, | don't remember. 19 severa of them, but can you --

20 Q. That isokay. And weve already gone over 20 A. That timethat | remember, well, | told the
21 theother situations. We've talked about the teachers 21 secretary there was no teacher or nobody inside the
22 absent. Alsoin paragraph three of your declaration, 22 classroom, so shetried. She said, "Why don't you go
23 you state the last sentence, "1t was not always clear 23 therewhile | look for someone, please?”’

24 to me when | worked at Fremont what would happen to 24 So | went over there and amost 45 minutes
25 studentswho had no adult standing in front of their 25 later, nobody and I'm not supposed to bein the
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1 classroom. Itisagainst the Digtrict, but we don't 1 not be coming?
2 haveno other choice. 2 A. Yes, the principal try to make meetings so
3 Q. What did you do when you were in the 3 theteachersdon't have this problem, but they promise
4 classroom? 4 and he cannot -- he wasn't able to fix the problem.
5 A. Wdll, | just -- some students, let's sit 5 Q. Okay.
6 down and see what we can do. And instead, they start 6 A. But hetry.
7 asking me quegtions. "Why is the teacher not here?” 7 Q. | appreciate your answer, but actualy, |
8 | answer, "Well, | don't know. Were going 8 wasasking adifferent question. Do you know if on the
9 to have someone very soon. Do you have homework?' 9 occasions when a student would come in and say, "We
10 Most of the time, we were just talking. 10 don't have an adult or teacher," do you know if the
11 Q. Didyou only do that on one occasion? 11 school was aware of it before the student came into the
12 A. 1 only did it one occasion because | get 12 office?
13 nervous. 13 A. No.
14 Q. Werethere other occasions that you are 14 Q. Do you know why the school wasn't aware the
15 aware of where an adult was not brought in to a 15 teacher wouldn't be in that day?
16 classroom? 16 MS. LHAMON: Objection. | think you are
17 A. Yes, but | just don't know -- | don't want 17 possibly mischaracterizing the testimony. It wasn't
18 to bethe one who goesto the classroom because | don't | 18 clear if it wasno, | don't know or no, the school
19 know how to handle all the students. | don't know what | 19 wasn't aware.
20 totell them, how to help them, how to give aclass, 20 MS. VANSE: Q. When you said, "No," did you
21 nothing. Just -- | just -- | run around school looking 21 mean no, the school didn't know, or no, you don't know
22 for the teacher for them to send me to the classroom. 22 if the school knew or not?
23 Q. Didyou ever do that, go and look for a 23 A. | think the school didn't know.
24  teacher? 24 Q. But you don't know for sure?
25 A. Yes. 25 A. | don't know for sure.
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1 Q. On how many occasions did you look for a 1 Q. Okay. If teacherswere going to be absent,
2 teacher? 2 would they generdly call in to the school and let them
3 A. | did several times. 3 know ahead?
4 Q. And thiswasto try and find them to cover a 4 A. Yeah, they supposed to call and they aso
5 different class? 5 supposed to call the substitute office themselves.
6 A. Yes. Inthe hour preparation time and we 6 Q. Theteacherswere?
7 had -- | had to beg them, "Please go take this class." 7 A. Theteacherswere.
8 And they go. Most of thetime, they go. 8 Q. Onany of the occasions where you were aware
9 They said, "Okay," and they go. 9 or when you became aware of when a student came into
10 Q. On how many occasions, that you are aware 10 theoffice and complained they didn't have ateacher or
11 of, did astudent comein and say, "We don't have 11 anadult inthe classroom, for any of those instances,
12 anyonein our class, no teacher, no adult"? 12 doyou know if a substitute had been called in for that
13 A. | don't remember how many, but it was very 13 particular class, either because you maybe had cdlled
14 often. 14 for that classto the District that morning?
15 Q. It wasvery often? 15 A. Sometimes the teacher already had called and
16 A. Uh-huh. 16 they already knew at the substitute office that they
17 Q. And what does"Very often" mean when you 17 need asubstitute, but they -- and some substitutes
18 describeit that way? 18 promise they would be there and never show up. Some of
19 A. Likethreetimes aweek. 19 them, they came over.
20 Q. So approximately three times aweek, a 20 Q. Does the school Fremont actually monitor,
21 student would comein and say, "Wedon't haveanadult | 21 like keep track of how many teachersit hason a
22 or teacher in our room"? 22  certain day and how many substitutes to make sure all
23 A. Yes 23 the classes were covered?
24 Q. Do you know if the school was aware of that 24 A. | don't know.
25 previoudy? Had they been aware that the teacher would | 25 Q. Okay. Going back alittle bit, | thinking
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1 you mentioned the principal tried to have a meeting 1 exactly thiscompany was. |sthere any way you can
2 withtheteachers? 2 describeit any better?
3 A. Yes 3 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with
4 Q. And this was about absences they had? 4 the witnessin Spanish.)
5 A. Yes 5 THE INTERPRETER: Thisisanindtitution
6 Q. Do you know when that meeting was or was 6 that is madeto help organizations -- it is government
7 supposed to happen? 7 organization to help the students and they come from
8 A. | don't remember exactly the day, but it was 8 Sacramento.
9 amesting. 9 THE WITNESS: It isgovernment and
10 Q. Wasthat during the time you were working 10 everything, but | just don't remember the name, but |
11 there? 11 canfind out.
12 A. Yeah, during the school year, uh-huh. 12 MS. VANSE: Wdl, canweleave ablank in
13 Q. And how did you become aware that the 13 thetranscript and if you think of it when you review
14 principal wanted that meeting? 14 your transcript, maybe you can insert it then.
15 A. Because he called for the meeting. He said 15 THE WITNESS: Okay. Fine.
16 hegive-- he asked meto put flier in the teacher's 16 (Information to be supplied by Witness
17 boxes, sothey know it was going to beameetingona | 17 )
18 certain day -- | don't remember the day -- about 18 MS. VANSE: Q. | don't need you to look it
19 absences. 19 upfor me, but if you recall it, it would be grest.
20 Q. Do you know what the principal wanted to 20 Did that company ever come to work with
21 tak to the teachers about? 21 Fremont?
22 A. Yeah, about not being absent so much. 22 A. Yeah, they come over and make a meeting and
23 Q. That was a problem that the principal had? 23 | went to that meeting. They want to give uswork aso
24 A. Yes 24 in the office because they knew the schoolsin
25 Q. And did that meeting ever happen? 25 Cdlifornia, they were overcrowded and they wanted to do
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1 A. Yes. 1 something about it, so they want to help the teachers
2 Q. Did you attend that meeting? 2 andthey were there in school for -- they came like
3 A. No. 3 three months before the school year was going to end,
4 Q. Did you ever talk to anyone about that 4 help them with the support in the classrooms. That is
5 meeting? 5 what | remember right now.
6 A. No. 6 MS. LHAMON: Angie, are you thinking of
7 Q. Do you know if the principal ever did 7 FCMAT, Fiscal Crisis Management Assistance Team?
8 anything elseto try and talk to the teachers about 8 THE WITNESS: No; huh-uh, doesn't sound
9 absences? 9 familiar.
10 A. Yes hedid. 10 MS. LHAMON: Okay.
11 Q. What else did he do? 11 MS. VANSE: Q. | want to come back to that.
12 A. Hedid another meeting with another company | 12 Beforel do, wasthere anything else that the principal
13 that they come over and even offer money to the 13 a Fremont did to try and help teacher absences besides
14 teachersfor somekind of program -- | don't remember, | 14 themeeting? | guessthiswas the second meeting.
15 but | canfind out, if you want -- to help the students 15 A. | don't know.
16 more and for teachersto give them more support at the | 16 Q. Okay. Now, this company that was brought
17 classrooms. 17 in, you said it was about three months before the
18 Q. I'msorry. Thiswas acompany he wanted to 18 school year ended?
19 bringinto help the teachers? 19 A. Uh-huh.
20 A. No, thisisacompany from Sacramento. 20 Q. And that was the 2000/2001 school year?
21 Q. Okay. 21 A. Yesah, last year.
22 A. Itisgovernment something, but | just don't 22 Q. Okay. And you said you went to a mesting
23 remember the name. 23 with this company?
24 Q. But thiswas something he wanted to bring 24 A. Uh-huh; yes.
25 in--I'msorry. | guess| don't understand what 25 Q. What was that meeting about?
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1 A. How to become like atutor for akid, like 1 homework and stuff, but only lasts -- it was working
2 make sure he comes to school, does their homework, 2 finelike for two months and after that, everything was
3 thingslikethat. 3 likefading away.
4 Q. Wasthisjust for parents? 4 Q. Did this company actually provide peopleto
5 A. No, for everyone who wantsto help. 5 work at the school ?
6 Q. About how many people attended the meeting, 6 A. No, it was only two persons.
7 do you remember? 7 Q. Two people?
8 A. It wasdl the teachers and the clerical 8 A. Two people.
9 daff. 9 Q. Okay. Do you know if the two people were
10 Q. And do you remember anything else that they 10 teachers?
11 told you about how to help students or anything else, 11 A. | don't know.
12 actualy? 12 Q. Okay. Back to your declaration. When you
13 A. No, | dont. 13 say -- I'msorry, paragraph three, the last sentence,
14 Q. Didyouthink at the time or, if you 14 "It was not always clear to me when | worked at Fremont
15 remember, did you think it was a good idea what they 15 what would happen to students who had no adult standing
16 weretelling you at this meeting? 16 infront of their classes."
17 A. Yeah, it wasagood idea. 17 Wejust finished talking about a couple of
18 Q. Did you hear any other comments about this 18 different things that would happen. Students might get
19 company from teachers or staff people at the meeting? | 19 sent to the cafeteria or you mentioned one time you
20 A. Some of them, they believein, but | heard 20 actualy sat infront of aclass. What were you
21 some of themtell they have this before and they didn't 21 referring to when you state, "It was not always clear
22 Dbdieveit. 22 to mewhen | worked at Fremont what would happen to
23 Q. They didn't think it would help? 23 students who had no adult standing in front of their
24 A. No. 24  class'? Wasthere anything in particular that you were
25 Q. Some of the things you mention this company 25 concerned about or referring to with that sentence?
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1 wasgoing to do is help the teachers and then also give 1 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with
2 support in the classrooms. And how would they give 2 thewitnessin Spanish.)
3 support in the classrooms? 3 THE INTERPRETER: What do you mean by not
4 A. | don't know. | don't remember. 4 being"clear"?
5 Q. Okay. And aso you mentioned something 5 MS. VANSE: Q. That iswhat I'mtrying to
6 about overcrowding. Did this company deal with 6 find out fromyou. | think we've talked about a couple
7 overcrowding? 7 of different situations that happened. The students
8 A. Yeah, they mentioned it all thetime at the 8 would cometo you and tell you there was no personin
9 meseting. 9 their classroom.
10 Q. They mentioned it. Did they give anything 10 A. | think | was worried about what is going --
11 to help solve or remedy the problem of overcrowding? | 11 if thereisno teacher there, what is going to happen
12 A. They promise me they were going to. They 12 with those students? | think that iswhat | meant when
13 want to try and help us, but they didn't do anything. 13 | said it wasn't clear to me. What | wasasking is,
14 Q. Thisistill that third company that was 14 what are they going to do by themselvesin the
15 brought in to Fremont, correct? 15 classroom?
16 A. Uh-huh. 16 Q. Okay.
17 Q. Okay. Do you know if that company is till 17 A. Or sometimesthey just keep it to themselves
18 working with Fremont today? 18 sothey can stay by themselvesin the classroom. We
19 A. I dont know. | don't think so. 19 find out.
20 Q. Okay. Whilethey were there for that last 20 "You don't have aclass? Why don't you come
21 three months, did you notice any differencesthat the 21 overandtdl?’
22 company was making at the school ? 22 They keep it to themself. They shut the
23 A. Well, some of the students, they stay 23 door and stay in the classroom.
24 longer. They haveto stay longer at the schooal. 24 Q. The students would stay in the class and
25 Instead of go home, they stay one hour to do their 25 wouldn' tell anyone?
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1 A. No, they wouldn't tell anyone. 1 Q. Other than a substitute not being ableto
2 Q. Would the schoal ever try and monitor that? 2 getintoaroom or the, | guessthe large group of
3 Would anyonein the school go around to stay in the 3 studentsthat might be in the cafeteria because there
4 classroomsto make sure thereis an adult there? 4 isno subgtitute, any other classes that you are aware
5 A. Yeah, the security officers -- you know, 5 of at Fremont that were held in the cafeteria and the
6 they know students, they closethe door and you cannot | 6 one that we've talked about with the hot day?
7 seeinsde 7 A. No, | don't know.
8 Q. Okay. 8 Q. Those arethe only onesthat you can recall?
9 A. By closing the door, the security assume 9 A. Yes
10 thereissomeonein there. 10 Q. Okay. And when you statein paragraph four,
11 Q. Soasfar asyou know from working at 11 thelast sentence, "With so many studentsin the
12 Fremont, there was nothing that the school didto make | 12 cafeteria, it is often very noisy and hard for them to
13 surethere was an adult in every classroom? 13 concentrate."
14 A. No. 14 Was that something you observed or students
15 Q. Okay. Anything else you were referring to 15 told you?
16 that you canrecal inthat last sentence in paragraph 16 A. No, | observe and aso they told me.
17 three? 17 Q. Okay. And when would you observe that the
18 A. No. 18 cafeteriawould be noisy and hard for students to
19 Q. Inparagraph four, you state that -- the 19 concentrate?
20 second sentence says, " Severd of the classes are held 20 A. 1 gocheck. It wasn'ttoofar. | go check
21 inthe cafeteria” 21 and see how they are doing because sometimes | know
22 Were those the classes we've dready 22 they come over and told me, so | just to make sure
23 discussed that didn't have a substitute or were there 23 because| don't believe the students dl thetime, so |
24 other classes? 24 go and seeif they told me the truth. Y eah, it wastoo
25 A. No, most of the time those were the classes 25 noisy. Some were playing; sometrying to read. It was
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1 when the teacher is absent, they took the key with 1 hard for themto be there.
2 them, so the subgtitute, the stip subgtitute, needsto 2 Q. Do you recadll if these were -- if it would
3 bring the keys to the cafeteria because we do not have 3 benoisy and hard for students to concentrate on days
4 akeytoopen. They would not havethe master key, s0 | 4 whenit was, | guess, maybe the bigger classwith the
5 they would have to take the classesin the cafeteria 5 substitute or wasit just every occasion that there was
6 Sometimes classis going on in the cafeteria when they 6 aclassroomin the cafeteria?
7 haveto bring more classesin. 7 A. Most of the time that is why they leave.
8 Q. Do you know if there were any classes 8 They don't want to stay in the cafeteria. They decide
9 without substitutes but with aregular teacher that 9 to go home because they don't liketo bein the
10 were held in the cafeteria? 10 cdfeteria
11 A. Only onetimeit was aproblem. The room 11 Q. But when you've described it was noisy and
12 wastoo hot and the teacher decide to takethe students | 12 hard to concentrate, would that be for any class that
13 tothe cafeteria 13 you observed in the cafeteria?
14 Q. But that was -- and that wasjust for the 14 A. Yes
15 day? 15 Q. In paragraph five, you talk about "Fremont
16 A. Yeah, she decided just to take them to the 16 isoften filthy, and it upsets me that the students
17 cafeteria, keep them there. 17 haveto go to a school where trash, dirt, and grime are
18 Q. Do you know if that was something that would | 18 everywhere."
19 happen regularly that ateacher would take the keys, so | 19 Have we basically covered the dirtiness you
20 that asubstitute or other personnel couldn't get into 20 considered to be at Fremont?
21 her classroom? 21 A. Yes.
22 A. No. 22 Q. Anything else you can think of that maybe we
23 Q. That is not something that would happen 23 didn't cover thismorning --
24 regularly? 24 A. No.
25 A. No. 25 Q. -- onthat particular subject?
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1 A. No, | don't remember. | don't think so. 1 beforeyou started working there?
2 Q. Okay. | just want to make sure you weren't 2 A. No.
3 referring to something else here that we didn't talk 3 Q. Wasit morethan one?
4 @bout dready. In paragraph six when you talk -- I'm 4 A. Yes, several occasions.
5 sorry, when you state, "It isvery difficult for 5 Q. And did you ever get through to anyone at
6 teachersto make copiesat the school,” can you tell me 6 the school?
7 why it wasdifficult? Wasit just the problemswith 7 A. No.
8 the copierswe talked about this morning or were there 8 Q. Did you ever ask -- once you started working
9 other reasons? 9 at Fremont, did you ever bring that up with anyone that
10 A. No, thesame. The book room -- copy roomis | 10 you had tried to call and no one answered the phone?
11 closed or the machinein my office isbroken. They 11 A. Yes, | did and they make achange. They
12 forget to order theink, things like that. 12 move permanent person like two hours because there was
13 Q. Do you know how often the copy room was 13 eight of usin the office, so everyone has to make two
14 closed? 14 hours of the day so the phone is always answered.
15 A. It wasnot too often. Most of thetime, she 15 Q. When you got to Fremont, did you ever speak
16 isthere, but she said -- she always saying she has a 16 toanadministrator to ask why the school was such a
17 ot of copies, that she doesn't have enough for 17 mess?
18 everyone. 18 A. Yes.
19 Q. And she doesn't have enough like paper -- 19 Q. And who did you speak with?
20 A. Time. 20 A. With the principal.
21 Q. --ortime? 21 Q. And did hetell you anything?
22 A. Time to make too many copiesand it isonly 22 A. Hesaid heis -- because he came from
23 one person for 99 teachers. 23 Concord, | think, to Oakland, from the school district
24 Q. Do you know, were teachers able to -- never 24 over thereto thisone and he said, you know -- he
25 mind. I'mnot going to say that. 25 said, "You know what, Angie? | never knew it was going
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1 Also in paragraph six, you state that -- the 1 tobesohardtowork here. Itisalot of work, but
2 last sentence, "Teachers will come to ask me if they 2 I'mgoingtotry tofixit."
3 can please make copies on the machine that | am near 3 That iswhat he said.
4 because they have no paper.” 4 Q. Did hetell you anything else about how he
5 Isthat saying that the teachers didn't have 5 isgoingtotry and fix it?
6 paper to make copies or what is that referring to? 6 A. No.
7 A. Sometimes. Sometimes they don't have no 7 Q. And was -- do you know when the -- what is
8 paper. 8 theprincipa's name? I'm sorry.
9 Q. Wereteachers given a set of paper to useto 9 A. Brian McKibben.
10 make copies? 10 Q. Do you know when hefirst started working at
11 A. No. No. 11 Fremont?
12 Q. So|l guessI'm wondering what you meanwhen | 12 A. He started working around December.
13 you say they have no paper. Wasthe other machineout | 13 Q. December what year?
14 of paper or what are you referring to? 14 A. Of 2001 -- no.
15 A. Yeah, itisout of paper and they don't have 15 Q. 20007
16 paper of their own. 16 A. 2000.
17 Q. Okay. 17 Q. Okay. Do you know what happened to the
18 A. SO -- 18 former principal at Fremont?
19 Q. And isthat what you are referring to there? 19 MS. LHAMON: Vague asto "What happened." Do
20 A. Yes. 20 you mean why the former principal left?
21 Q. In paragraph seven, you state that before 21 MS. VANSE: Yes.
22 you started working at Fremont, you often called the 22 THE WITNESS: No.
23 schoal to try and get in touch with the administrator 23 MS. VANSE: Q. No. Did you notice any
24 to ask why the school was such amess. Do you recall 24  differences once the new principal started?
25 on how many occasions you attempted to call the school | 25 A. Yes.

32 (Pages 122 to 125)




Page 126

Page 128

1 Q. What were some of the changes? 1 A. Inalot of ways; different ways.
2 “A. Hewould see the parentsmore. He has 2 Q. Okay. Just give them to me, then.
3 tried -- yeah, he make difference at school. 3 A. When | decide to stay in this country, |
4 Q. Inwhat ways? 4 decideto stay in this country because | thought my son
5 A. Hewantsto try to get -- you know, | -- 5 wasgoing to have better education than | did in my
6 because he have different. 6 country. | camefrom athird world country, so | said
7 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with 7 if | stay in United States, my son will go to nice
8 the witness in Spanish.) 8 schaools, better. It was-- | thought maybe it was -- |
9 THE INTERPRETER: Hepers? 9 know | waswrong.
10 THE WITNESS. Not helpers. 10 Then | found out that the schoolsin Mexico,
11 (Whereupon, the interpreter conversed with 11 they are more cleaner. We know nothing about
12 the witness in Spanish.) 12 subdtitutes. Most of the time the teachers, they are
13 THE INTERPRETER: Oh, assstants. 13 there. And | was-- | think in the United States, they
14 THE WITNESS: So he had four assistant 14 arenot supposed to have these schools. Thisisa
15 principals, so what he did is Mr. Schmucler wasin 15 firg-classcountry. They are supposed to have good
16 chargeto get the disciplinary and custodians, and he 16 schools.
17 divide the work to the administrator so that way maybe | 17 Q. Areyou basing your opinion on the schools
18 it canwork better and for awhile, the school was 18 inMexico just from what you attended?
19 getting alot better. 19 A. No, but | have friends, too, tell methe
20 MS. VANSE: Q. Anything elsethat he did 20 samething.
21 that made adifference at the school that you saw. 21 Q. About schoolsin Mexico how?
22 A. No. 22 A. Yeah. Right now, they told me. Y ou know
23 Q. Andyou said it started to get better for a 23 what? One of the students at Fremont, they took him
24 while. Doesthat mean it stopped getting better after 24 back to Mexico so he can study there.
25 awhile? 25 Q. Hisparentstook him back to Mexico?
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1 A. Yes. 1 A. Uh-huh, because he wasn't learning anything
2 Q. When did it stop getting better? 2 here, so they took him back and | think it would be the
3 A. | don't remember. 3 other way around. We should have better education
4 Q. Inparagraph eight, when you talk about the 4  here.
5 school your son attendsis " Terrible, much worse than 5 Q. And do you talk to peoplein Mexico
6 inMexico," areyou referring to just the school you 6 gpecificaly about schools?
7 attended in Mexico or schoolsin general? 7 A. Wdll, | have alot of relatives over there,
8 A. | said schoolsin general. 8 nephews and nieces that go to school over there, and |
9 Q. What is better about the schoolsin Mexico 9 avoid to talk about that, to tell you the truth,
10 than the school your -- and I'm assuming you mean 10 becausel dont liketo tell them. They think my son
11 Fremont and not the school your sonis currently 11 hasital. Beinginthe United States, he has
12 attending? 12 everything, but I'm ashamed.
13 A. Okay. When all my life -- 13 But | tell them, "Y ou know what? You are
14 Q. Let meclarify that. Isthat what you refer 14 doing dl right over there. It is pretty good,
15 to here? When you say "The school he attendsis 15 actudly.”
16 terrible," you are referring to Fremont, not the Life 16 | feel bad. | don't liketo talk about it
17 Academy? 17 with them. They don't understand because they think
18 A. No, | refer to Fremont. 18 theway | thought when | wasin Mexico, that hereis
19 Q. Okay. That iswhat | want to make sure we 19 going to be better than over there.
20 had clarified before we went on. 20 Q. Does--
21 MS. LHAMON: | appreciate that. 21 A. You know what -- I'm sorry.
22 MS. VANSE: Q. Soyou are saying the 22 Q. Itisokay.
23 schoolsin Mexico are better than Fremont? 23 A. Itisnot asoin Mexico. | have friends
24 A. Uh-huh; yes. 24 from Guatemaa, from Peru. | have friendstell me the
25 Q. Inwhat ways? 25 samething. The schoolsover there, they better. They
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1 clean. Theteachersteach. They teach and just like 1 same
2 that. Itissad, butitistrueanditisnot only 2 MS. VANSE: Q. You think the school your
3 frommy Mexico. It isfrom other countries. 3 son attends now, Life Academy, isthe same asthe
4 Q. And what about the school your son attends 4 schoolsin Mexico that you are aware of ?
5 now, do you think that school is better or worse than 5 A. Yes. | thinkitisbetter. In Mexico, they
6 theschoolsin Mexico that you are aware of ? 6 don't have computers. He has his own computer. He has
7 A. No. Wdll, itis better. 7 hisown books. InMexico, you pay for your books.
8 Q. And how isthe school that your son attends 8 Over here, he hasthem free. Now heis getting the
9 better? 9 education | was hoping for him to get.
10 A. Because he -- okay. Firgt, heishappy now. 10 Q. Sothe stuff that we've talked about
11 Hewantsto go to school every day. Hedoesntwantto | 11 previousto what you'vejust told me, you were
12 missschool and it isnot only him, but other students. 12 comparing Life Academy to Fremont High School, not to
13 They come over, "Good morning, Angie." 13 schoolsin Mexico?
14 Itislike asmall community. We know 14 A. No.
15 everything -- each other, so we know who isin school, 15 Q. Okay. Thatisgreat. Just want to be
16 whoisnot. They don't cut. They want to go to 16 clear.
17 school. The schooal is clean and we only have -- most 17 Did your son have computer access at
18 of thetime, we only have one custodian, just alady, 18 Fremont?
19 and she keeps the school clean and the students don't 19 A. No.
20 alow to eat in the classrooms, so this keep the school 20 Q. No. Werethere computer labs at Fremont?
21 pretty clean and we teach them like you have to love 21 A. Huh-uh; there were computer labs, but there
22 thisasyour school. Keepit clean, things like that, 22 wasno computers.
23 and they will listen. They will listen. 23 Q. They are just empty rooms?
24 Q. Isthere anything specific about the school 24 A. Yeah, empty rooms. One of the teachers, he
25 your son attends now -- | mean your older son -- that 25 returned to Spain. Heis supposed to give the class
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1 youthinkis--just going back to your comparison with 1 computer, but we don't have acomputer. It isfunny,
2 the schoolsin Mexico -- about the school that is 2 butitistrue.
3 better than the schools? 3 Q. Sothere were no computersat all at the
4 A. Yeah, itisonethingthat | loveisthat in 4  school?
5 the school, he hasto earn his credits. Hereally have 5 A. Yes, computersinthelibrary and in -- it
6 todo hishomework and -- you know, fight for his 6 isacomputer classroom, but you get access to the
7 credits. Heisnot just given agrade just because 7 computer only in that classroom.
8 seated in the classroom. He knows what he is doing. 8 Q. That was a computer class?
9 Q. Isthat something schoolsin Mexico do? 9 A. Uh-huh.
10 A. Yesh. 10 Q. Okay. And your youngest son, | think, is at
11 Q. Just giveyou agradeor, I'm sorry, a 11 Havens Court Junior High?
12 credit? 12 A. Havens Court.
13 A. No. No. Youhaveto study. If you havean 13 Q. That iswhere your oldest son also attended?
14 A, youdeserveto havean A. They don'tjust giveit 14 A. Yes
15 toyou. 15 Q. And what is Havens Court like? Isthat a
16 MS. LHAMON: Angie, | just want you to 16 good school?
17 listento Jennifer's questions. Shewas asking asLife 17 A. Middle school.
18 compareswith the schoolsin Mexico. One, doyouthink | 18 Q. Isthat agood school?
19 Lifeisabetter school than the schoolsin Mexico and, 19 A. Almost the same as Fremont.
20 two, how isit different from the schoolsin Mexico? 20 Q. When you say, "Almost the same," you have
21 THE WITNESS: Oh, Life Academy? 21 the same concerns about Havens Court?
22 MS. LHAMON: Life versus schoolsin Mexico, 22 A. Just the same.
23 not Life versus Fremont. 23 Q. Do you know if your youngest son isgoing to
24 MS. VANSE: I'm sorry that wasn't clear. 24 go to Fremont or what high school he will go to?
25 THE WITNESS: No. | think itisalmost the 25 A. Heisgoingto Life Academy. We aready
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1 haveawaiting list for next year, so -- 1 principals?
2 Q. Do you know -- how hewas ableto get into 2 A. Uh-huh.
3 Life Academy? 3 Q. At Havens Court, is one of your concernsiit
4 A. | make sure the application was there. 4 istoo crowded?
5 Q. Isthat where hewill be going next year? 5 A. | don't know if Havens Court istoo crowded.
6 A. Yes, and | want to mention this because | 6 | don't know.
7 think it isimportant. Mary Benson, the lady who is 7 Q. Studentsdon't ever complainto you it is
8 going to open the other school -- 8 too crowded?
9 Q. Okay. 9 A. No.
10 A. Now she has more support with parents and 10 Q. Hasyour son ever complained to you that he
11 studentsthan we did because now they believeinit. 11 hashad to stand up or Sit in a class?
12 They seeLife Academy isworking, so now shehaslike | 12 A. No, they are having problems, but different
13 parents are approaching her. "Come on, teacher. Open | 13 than Fremont, like | don't think the school is crowded
14  your school. We help you." 14 because my son doesn't complain about that, but he
15 Q. Do you know what schedule they are on to 15 complains about other things like substitutes, like
16 open the school ? 16 bathrooms, and he doesn't have gym class because they
17 A. The superintendent promised them as soon as 17 remodeling or something, so he doesn't have agym
18 possible, maybe next school year. 18 class.
19 Q. And do you know if there were any other 19 Q. Anything elsethat your son complainsto you
20 academieslike Life or the school Mary Benson is 20 about about Havens Court?
21 going-- 21 A. Materias, the books, that stuff. That is
22 A. | heard another oneis coming up, but | 22 it
23 forgot which one. 23 Q. Does he complain to you the school is not
24 Q. Okay. Arethere any other problems or 24 clean?
25 concernsthat you have with Fremont that we haven't 25 A. Yes. And he suffers of allergies, so if
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1 taked about already? 1 somethingisnot clean, he will be sneezing al the
2 A. No. 2 time.
3 Q. Arethere any problems or concerns that you 3 Q. Did he ever complain to you there are mice
4 have with Havens Court that are different than what you 4  or rats at the school ?
5 have or had with Fremont? 5 A. Yes.
6 A. Yes, one. They cannot find a permanent 6 Q. Does he complain thereisno lockers for all
7 principa. They have been changing like six times 7 the students?
8 adready. 8 A. No, he hasalocker.
9 Q. When you say they are changing six times, 9 Q. How about that students take off in the
10 sixtimesin oneyear? 10 &fternoon? Isit an open campus?
11 A. Yeah 11 A. No, itisaclosed campus. Itisdifferent,
12 Q. Do you know why they are having problems 12 but he complains about the food.
13 finding a permanent principal? 13 Q. Haveyou ever worked at Havens Court?
14 A. No. 14 A. Asavolunteer.
15 MS. LHAMON: When you said they have changed | 15 Q. What did you volunteer as?
16 six timesaready in one year, during the current 16 A. Inthe attendance.
17 school year so far since September they've aready had 17 Q. And when did you do that?
18 six? 18 A. | did that inlast month. | did one hour.
19 THE WITNESS: No, I'm sorry, the last year. 19 Thisyear, | just been working like eight hours at
20 MS. VANSE: Okay. Thank you. 20 Havens School as avolunteer.
21 MS. LHAMON: They had six total last year? 21 Q. Eight hours aweek a month?
22 THEWITNESS: Yesh. | think thisyear, they 22 A. No, at different times.
23 started with one and now they have another one. 23 Q. Okay. When you said there isyour son's
24 MS. VANSE: Q. So from the beginning of 24 complaints about substitutes, is that -- do you know if
25 2000/2001 school year until now, they've had six 25 itisthe same type of problem that you had concerns
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1 about at Fremont? 1 A. Only -- he has al his classes, but one, the
2 “A. Yeah, but different being -- amiddle school 2 English one.
3 isdifferent. They have studentsthe whole day. 3 Q. Hedoesn't have atextbook in English?
4 Q. Oneteacher does -- 4 A. No.
5 A. Uh-huh. 5 Q. Do you know what he usesinstead of a
6 Q. So do you know, isthe problem at Havens 6 textbook?
7 Court that the school can't find substitutes for 7 A. Copies.
8 teachersor isthe problem more that too many teachers 8 Q. For the other classesthat he has, can he
9 areabsent? 9 take histextbooks home?
10 A. | think that substitutes, they just -- | 10 A. No, nonedo. He needsto leave them at
11 don't know if thereis not enough subgtitutes or they 11 school.
12 needtocdl inadvance. | don't know, butitisa 12 Q. Has he ever asked to take the textbooks home
13 problem with the substitutes. 13 that you are aware of ?
14 Q. And do you know what happens at the school 14 A. Yesh, he has, and the teachers et him take
15 when asubstitute isn't brought in for a class at 15 them home, but he needsto sign a paper that heis
16 Havens Court? 16 responsible. If something happensto the book, we have
17 A. They divide them into different classes. 17 to pay for it.
18 Q. Do students ever get sent to the cafeteria 18 Q. Hasyour son ever asked to take a book home
19 like you described at Fremont? 19 and the teacher told him he could not?
20 A. No. 20 A. No. All thetime, they say yes.
21 Q. What does your son complain about regarding | 21 Q. Do you know why your son doesn't have a
22 the bathrooms at Havens School ? 22 textbook in his English class?
23 A. They aredirty and most of the time, he say 23 A. No, | dont.
24 --yeah, dirty and they don't have no doors, like -- 24 Q. Have you ever spoken with his teacher about
25 you know, individual, so he say he likesto go during 25 that?
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1 theclasses. 1 A. | asked the teacher and she said sheis
2 | said, "Y ou don't go to the bathroom during 2 trying to get them, but | don't know. | haven't asked
3 class. You go to the bathroom during break.” 3 heragain.
4 And he said no because they don't have no 4 Q. Any other problems or concernsthat you or
5 doors. "I don' like nobody to see me." 5 your son had about textbooks at Havens Court?
6 | said, "Okay." 6 A. No.
7 Q. Did heever tel you he goes home to use the 7 Q. And the concern that the school is dirty,
8 bathroom? 8 werethose aong the same lines we discussed at Fremont
9 A. No. 9 or arethere different concerns about Havens Court?
10 Q. No, he never tdlsyou that? 10 A. Becausel don't know. I'm not there very
11 A. No. 11 often. | don't know what he means by "dirty," but |
12 Q. Okay. You said your son also told you he 12 think it islike most he complains about the bathrooms
13 doesn't have agym class? 13 andthe hallways. | don't think the classrooms are
14 A. No, they don't have agym class. 14 dirty because when | was there in meetings or when | go
15 Q. Doyou know if that isjust this year? 15 to see him, how heisdoing, they look alot better
16 A. | think they remodeling. 16 than Fremont.
17 Q. Thegym? 17 Q. So when you've actudly been in the school,
18 A. The gym, so maybe not only this year. 18 itlooksto you likeit is better than Fremont as far
19 Q. Doyou know if he had agym class last year? 19 ascleanliness?
20 A. Yes. 20 A. Yes
21 Q. Yes, hedid? 21 Q. Okay. And you mentioned your son told you
22 A. Yes hedid. 22 hehad seen mice or rats?
23 Q. You also mentioned a concern with textbooks. | 23 A. Yes, inthe patio or in the hallways, not in
24 Doesyour son, a Havens Court, have textbooksin all 24 theclassrooms. | don't know about the office.
25 of hisclasses? 25 Q. Okay. Andwewon't go over hiscomplaints
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1 about thefood. | don't think that is something | need 1 And | said, "Okay. I'll take you back to
2 toknow about. 2 HavensCourt."
3 Any other concerns that you or your son had 3 Q. When your son returned to Havens Court,
4 about Havens Court? 4 which I'm assuming is this year, has he mentioned if
5 A. No. 5 the problems he had before are better or worse or the
6 Q. Did you ever discuss Havens Court with any 6 same?
7 of your neighbors or friends? 7 A. No, hesaid it is better.
8 A. Yes, last year -- well, thething is, last 8 Q. Did he mention anything in particular that
9 year, first my son wasin Havens Court, but he wasn't 9 isbetter?
10 happy there, so | transferred him to another middle 10 A. Wdll, it is better because heisnot --
11 school, Frick, but he asked me to transfer him back to 11 because hisfriends, actualy.
12 Havens Court because it wastoo far for him to walk, 12 Q. So hisfriends make it better?
13 but thethingis, in the entire year he wasn't there -- 13 A. Hefedscompany. Hefeds safe with people
14 and| had friendsthere. They stopped taking the kids 14 that he knows.
15 to the school because they were having serious 15 Q. But did he have any specific concerns?
16 problems. 16 A. But everything elseisthe same. The school
17 Q. Do you remember what those problemswere? | 17 isdirty. Thethingis, he likesto be at Havens Court
18 A. Likefights, fights between the students -- 18 because | know most of the teachers, so the teachers
19 you know, about changing the principal so many times, | 19 know that he is my son and they help him and give him
20 thingslikethat. 20 the books and stuff like that.
21 Q. IsHavens Court, isthat junior high a 21 Q. Sothereisnothing in particular that your
22 three-year junior high or isit two years? 22 son hastold you about that he thought has been -- |
23 A. ltisthree, but -- three years. 23 don't know -- fixed or improved or is better since he
24 Q. Okay. Your son has gone there for two of 24 returned?
25 thethreeyears? 25 A. No, they fixing the gym.
Page 143 Page 145
1 A. No. Thisisthelast year hewill bein. 1 Q. Okay. Other than the three schoolsweve
2 Q. Was hethere for one year previoudy? 2 dready talked about in Oakland, have you ever been
3 A. One year, one year at Frick and now heis 3 inddeany other schoolsin Oakland Unified?
4 back at Havens Court. 4 A. Yes, when they were in elementaries.
5 Q. Okay. Did your son say whether he liked 5 Q. Any others?
6 Havens Court better once he returned? Did hethink it 6 A. No.
7 was better once he came back? 7 Q. Did you have problems with the elementary
8 A. Totdl you thetruth, at Frick, he was 8 schools your sonswent to?
9 having problems with the kids because he doesn't have 9 A. No.
10 nofriends over there, so it is starting to bother him, 10 Q. You thought they were okay?
11 sohedecidesto be with people he knows, so hewill be | 11 A. No, they ill are not okay, but they were
12 better safe than in another school with other kids that 12 less problemsthan the other ones.
13 hedoesn't know. 13 Q. And what schools did your sons go to?
14 Q. You said your son asked you to transfer him 14 A. Whittier and another oneis Lakeview and
15 out of Havens Court, correct? 15 thatisit.
16 A. Yes. 16 Q. Werethose both in Oakland?
17 Q. That was because of the concerns he had? 17 A. Yeah. One of them, they went also in
18 A. Yeah, because the school was getting pretty 18 Modesto.
19 bad, no principal, things like that, so | took him out; 19 Q. Okay. Which onewasin Modesto?
20 took himto Frick Middle School, but there he hassome | 20 A. Modesto was -- it was wood, something with
21 other kind of problemswith the kids -- 21 wood, but | forgot the beginning.
22 Q. Right. 22 Q. Arethere any other problems with Fremont
23 A. -- because -- | don't know -- you know, 23 that you've heard about, either from students or
24 kids problems, so he said, "No. Send me" -- "Even let 24 parents or teachers, that we haven't talked about
25 me go back to Havens Court." 25 aready?
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1 A. | don't remember. 1 A. | didn't sign that one.

2 Q. Any other problems with Havens Court that we 2 Q. Didyou ever seethat letter?

3 haven't talked about aready that you either observed 3 A. No, | just hear about it.

4 or heard from other people? 4 Q. Who did you hear about it from?

5 A. No, | don't remember. 5 A. Itisthesamethat | signed.

6 Q. Do you have any problemswith Life Academy? | 6 Q. You heard about it at that meeting?

7 A. No. 7 A. Uh-huh.

8 Q. Did you ever write any letters complaining 8 Q. And what was said about that first |etter at

9 about either of your sons schoolsto someone at the 9 that meeting?

10 Didtrict or one of the schools? 10 A. About the conditions that we talk about, how

11 A. No. 11 we need help to improve the school and what isit we

12 Q. Do you know if parents would do that? Did 12 need to do or to -- you know, to get more teachers or

13 you ever see any letters? 13 to havethis school clean.

14 A. Wedid one, but everybody signed it and also 14 Q. Did someone at the meeting ever mention

15 at Havens Court. 15 whether or not that first letter had been sent to the

16 Q. Sothe parentsdid one at Fremont? 16 principa?

17 A. Yes. 17 A. They didn't want to send it to the principal

18 Q. And what wasthis? Wasthisaletter? 18 because he was not working.

19 A. Thisletter istaking about al the 19 Q. But thefirdt letter, did they say the first

20 conditionsthat is at -- the bad conditions that we are 20 letter had been sent to the principa ?

21 concerned at Fremont and we aso -- they also did 21 A. Yeah, they never heard anything about it, so

22 another one smilar in Havens Court. 22 -- actually, the one who did thisletter was Darlene

23 Q. Do you know how that letter -- just focusing 23  Miller.

24 on Fremont for the moment, do you know, was that 24 Q. The second letter was Darlene Miller?

25 something you helped to draft up or was this something | 25 A. Yeah, but shesaid, "Thistime, I'm taking
Page 147 Page 149

1 yousigned that someone else did? 1 it to the superintendent."

2 A. No, the parentsdid it. No, | didn't help 2 Q. Do you know if that letter was actualy sent

3 them. | just signedit. 3 tothe superintendent?

4 Q. And how did you become aware that this 4 A. Yeah, shetook it personal to him.

5 letter existed? Wasit at a meeting of some sort? 5 Q. Did you ever hear any response from the

6 A. Yeah, there was a meeting. 6 superintendent?

7 Q. What was the meeting, a parent meeting? 7 A. Yeah, we heard response.

8 A. A parent meeting at school. 8 Q. What was the superintendent's response?

9 Q. Do you know when that was? 9 A. He came over and spoke in the auditorium and
10 A. No, | don't remember. 10 hesaid he wasformer student from Fremont High School
11 Q. Do you remember what school year it was? 11 long, long time ago and he wants to make sure the
12 A. Yeah, last. 12 school was going to change. Personally, he was going
13 Q. Okay. Do you remember how many parents -- 13 tobethereadl the time checking.

14 wasit like a petition? Do you know what a petition 14 Q. And do you remember, was that kind of the
15 is? 15 first semester or second semester of last year?

16 A. Yes, it wasapetition asking for his help 16 A. | think it was the second semester of last

17 toimprove the school. 17 vyear.

18 Q. Wasit addressed to the principal ? 18 Q. Did you notice any changes after he cameto
19 A. No, to the superintendent. Because first, 19 theschool?

20 they did oneto the principal, to the former principal, 20 A. Yeah, people started like worry because he
21 but nothing happened, so that is why the second onewas | 21  show up without telling that he was going to come over
22 to the superintendent. 22 just to check if -- you know, how many teachers were
23 Q. Inthefirst letter to the principal -- | 23 absent. Hetried to make it different than it has

24 guessitistheformer principal of Fremont -- did you 24 been, but that -- maybe that is why he say he wants a
25 sdignthat one aswell? 25 small school and he still working onit.
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1 Q. Heistill working on it now? 1 Q. Sameyear?
2 ‘A. (Witness nods head.) 2 A. Okay.
3 Q. How do you know that? 3 MS. LHAMON: The 10th grade also.
4 A. Because | know he promised and he mentioned 4 MS. VANSE: Great. Thank you.
5 itinthe meeting that we went Friday. He said he has 5 THE WITNESS: And thefirst -- thisone.
6 beenin Fremont and there has been some changes and he 6 MS. VANSE: Thethird page?
7 isgoingto planto keep doing it. 7 THE WITNESS: Thethird pageishisfirst
8 Q. Did the superintendent mention any other 8 marking period for Life Academy.
9 schoolsthat he was visiting? 9 MS. VANSE: Q. Great. Thisissame, Jose
10 A. Castlemont. 10 Ivan Cardenas, your son?
11 Q. Castlemont? 11 MS. LHAMON: It saysonthat, thet it is
12 A. That isone of the worst schoolsin Oakland, 12 grade 11.
13 Fremont and Castlemont. 13 THE WITNESS: | forgot to bring his
14 Q. Castlemont isahigh school? 14 attendance and hereisthe -- what "A" standsfor "B,
15 A. Castlemont | heard is worse than Fremont. 15 C, D"
16 Q. Itisahigh school? 16 MS. VANSE: Q. Pages4 and 5 describethe
17 A. Itisahigh school. 17 page 3, what they are?
18 Q. Any other schools he mentioned he would be 18 A. Yeah.
19 vidting? 19 Q. Okay.
20 A. No. 20 A. And comments and markings. The report
21 Q. Any other response that you saw or heard of 21 cards, thisone you cannot read. Thisisfor -- |
22 from that second letter sent to the superintendent? 22 think thisisfor Jose and thisis from Fremont.
23 A. | don't remember. 23 Q. Thisisthe one we had problems reading,
24 MS. VANSE: Okay. Can we go off the record 24 correct? And you havethe original of, | guesswhat is
25 for asecond. 25 page6. If youwant to read from the original.
Page 151 Page 153
1 (Recesstaken.) 1 MS. LHAMON: | think itispage 7, for the
2 MS. VANSE: We're going to mark as Exhibit 2 2 record. Itiseight total pages. You haveit as
3 apacket of eight copied pages of documents that Ms. 3 the--
4 Gonzalez brought with her this morning, so if you could 4 MS. VANSE: Maybeitis.
5 mark those as one. 5 MS. LHAMON: Youareright. Itispage6in
6 6 this. Sorry.
7 (Whereupon, Defendant's Exhibit 2 was marked 7 MS. VANSE: Itisokay.
8 for identification.) 8 Q. So canyou just read from the original what
9 MS. VANSE: Q. If you can take alook at 9 --andjust go down so that | know since our copies are
10 what we've marked as Exhibit 2, really what | would 10 bad.
11 likeyou to do isgo through and describe for me what 11 A. Just thelast report card that he brought me
12 each of the documents are. 12 home.
13 A. Okay. Thefirst oneisthe transcript from 13 Q. Just read down, what are the courses listed
14  Fremont. 14 here?
15 Q. Okay. Thisisfor Jose Cardenas. That is 15 A. The courses listed, algebra, health, and
16 your oldest son? 16 bioscience.
17 A. My oldest son. 17 MS. LHAMON: Can | interrupt you? You are
18 MS. LHAMON: | want to note at the top, it 18 reading right, but the top one, where you said algebra,
19 says, "Grade 10," soitishistranscript from Fremont 19 itislisted algebralah. Seehow it says"Lab"? Is
20 from grade 10. 20 that right?
21 THE WITNESS: Yes. Thesecond oneishis 21 THE WITNESS: Yes, and hedlth, bioscience.
22 atendance. He hasalot of absences and tardies. 22 | don't know what this means, "HA," and world culture.
23 MS. VANSE: Q. I'msorry, istheyear on 23 | don't know.
24  that? 24 MS. VANSE: Just read the abbreviation.
25 A. Itisthesame. 25 MS. LHAMON: It hasW-L-D, next word,
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1 C-U-L-T, next word P, next word H-A. 1 MS. VANSE: Q. Okay. And then finally just
2 THE WITNESS: And algebra I, PHA; algebra 2 the tardies.
3 1-Al, biology is PHA; English II 1-HA; and focus 3 A. Tardies, okay, one, and then two, and there
4 reading. 4 isnot one in Arabia and the next one, and then it is
5 MS. VANSE: Q. And then for the column that 5 oneand thatisit.
6 states teachers, can you read those names? 6 Q. And nothing else?
7 A. The teachers, Mr. Sanchez, Thomas Preston, 7 A. (Witness nods head.)
8 Arabia, Tesfagaber, Miller, Calvo, Thomas Preston. 8 Q. Okay.
9 Q. Two Tesfagabers, right? 9 MS. LHAMON: Jen, I didn't notice this
10 A. Uh-huh. 10 before we generated this that we need to redact the
11 Q. Twice and then Miller? 11 telephone number on what I have is the second page of
12 MS. LHAMON: For the record, Tesfagaber is 12 the exhibit and I would be happy if we could redact it
13 T-e-s-f-a-g-a-b-e-1. 13 here and substitute into the exhibit. Is that all
14 MS. VANSE: Q. And then Miller and what 14 right?
15 were the last two? I'm sorry. 15 MS. VANSE: That is fine.
16 A. Calvo. 16 MS. LHAMON: Thank you. And I apologize for
17 MS. LHAMON: Calvo, C-a-}-v-o. 17 not having those there earlier.
18 THE WITNESS: And Thomas. 18 MS. VANSE: That is okay. We'll get that
19 MS. VANSE: Q. Okay. And then the academic | 19 fixed.
20 marks first? 20 Q. For the teacher's comments, I think I can
21 A. You want me to read it? 21 make out most of it.
22 Q. Yes.
23 A
24 Q. Okay. And second?
25 A I
Page 155 Page 157
1 1
2 MS. LHAMON: I just -- could we correct 2
3 that? 3 Q. Thank you. I think the last page is 6 and
4 MS. VANSE: Sure. 4 7. 1canread them, but if you can tell me what they
5 MS. LHAMON: At the top for the second mark, 5 are
6 it goes.and itis a [ 2nd then o 2nd 6 A. Okay. This is my youngest son's schedule
7 there is no mark for the algebra I PHA and for the 7 and the next one is his report card.
8 algebral A-1, that was a.n. It looks like -, no 8 Q. So page -- I'm sorry, going back one more to
9 mark again. 9 page 7, that is his schedule for -- is it the day
10 THE WITNESS: 10 printed? It says 9-2-99. That would be for the
11 MS. VANSE: Q. And are there any marks in 11 '99/2000 school year?
12 the third column? Okay. How about semester column? | 12 A. Yes.
13 A. Nothing. 13 MS. LHAMON: For the record, it notes at the
14 Q. Anything in the credit earned column? 14 stop it is grade 6.
15 A. Huh-uh. 15 MS. VANSE: Okay. Thank you.
16 Q. And citizenship? 16 THE WITNESS: This is first year in middle
17 A. Citizenship should have— 17 school.
18 . 18 MS. VANSE: Q. And for the last page,
19 Q. And then attendance, where it says, 19 page 8, this is his report card?
20 "Absences," that column, can you read that, please? 20 A. On 7 grade.
21 A. Okay. Three, one, two. 21 Q. Okay. So this is from -- not from Havens
22 MS. LHAMON: Before the "two," there is no 22 Court?
23 mark for the world culture and for the algebra 1. 23 A. No, this is from Frick.
24 THE WITNESS: And there is two for Steve 24 Q. Okay. Great. Thanks. Ms. Gonzalez, on
25 Miller, and then Calvo, three, and Thomas, three. 25 page 6 of Exhibit 2, I notice a lot of teacher comments
T
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1 --1think thisisfor your son Jose -- were that he 1 sonoverthere, so | said no.
2 had -- and for the record, you are looking at the 2 Q. Let'sstart with Mr. Preston, did you ever
3 origina of what isthe copy of page 6, correct? 3 talk with him about why your son didn't want to come to
4 A. Uh-huh. 4 school?
5 Q. Okay. Your son had alot of absencesand 5 A. Yes, | told al of them.
6 tardies. Do you know why that was? 6 Q. What was his response to you?
7 A. Because he didn't -- doesn't like to go to 7 A. Actually, after, because my son is not the
8 school because most of the time the conditions of the 8 only one, so they were worried, so they decided to
9 school. He dso didn't want to go to schooal. 9 enjoy Lori Haxman and open the new school.
10 Q. Hewould be late because he didn't want to 10 Q. Thisissomething you spoke to Mr. Preston
11 go? 11 about?
12 A. Hejust stay at homeand | knew and | didn't 12 A. Yes
13 know what to do about it. He just doesn't want to go 13 MS. LHAMON: Just for the record, | think it
14 to school. He doesn't liketo bein the cafeteria. He 14 isPreston Thomas. | think Preston is hisfirst name.
15 hatesto have substitutes. 15 MS. VANSE: Okay. Thank you.
16 He say, "What is the point to go to school 16 Q. Anything el se you spoke to Mr. Thomas about
17 if | don't have no books?" 17 regarding your son's, | guessit would be his absences
18 And thisis hard for me. 18 or tardies?
19 Q. Didyou ever speak with any of the teachers 19 A. | talked to him almost every day because |
20 that made these comments about why your son had been | 20 wasreally worried about my son not doing well in
21 absent or tardy? 21 school and | know he has the potential to do better,
22 A. Yes | did. | wasvery worried about. | 22 but hejust don't want to do it and now hetried to
23 don't know why. | liketo find out away for him to be 23 help me, but -- and my son got involved also in opening
24 a schoal, but | don't know how to help him. | went to 24 the new school, so maybe he give him that option and he
25 gpeak with the teachers. | went to speak with the 25 say yesand hegot involved and now heisdoing alot
Page 159 Page 161
1 counselor and everything and they just say they don't 1 better.
2 have an answer for me. 2 Q. Any -- do you recall your conversation with
3 Q. Which teachers did you speak with, if you 3 Sandy Calvo about your son's absences or tardies?
4  canrecdl? 4 A. With all the teachers, yes, | did and she
5 A. Thomas Preston. He isone of my -- no, 5 sad -- shetold me the same as the other teachers.
6 actudly, heismorelikeafriend to my son. Hetalks 6 They don't know how to help him if he doesn't want to
7 tohim. Hesaid, "You know what? Y ou need to come 7 help himself.
8 ove." 8 Q. Did you speak with her specifically about
9 And hetak to him and he tried to help me, 9 your son's concerns about not wanting to come to
10 but hejust doesn't want to come over to school. 10 school?
11 Q. Any other teachers you spoke to besides 11 A. Yes
12 Thomas Preston? 12 Q. Did she say anything in response to that?
13 A. Sandy Cavo and Steve Miller, too. Mrs. 13 A. | don't remember. She send me to the
14 Arabia, shedso hdped himalot. Shetried to talk 14 principal, so | went to the principal and tell him that
15 tohimand say, "You know Jose, thisiswhat you have. | 15 why my son doesn't want to come to school and
16 Thisis' -- "If you don't do something, thisisyour 16 everything.
17 future. You need to come." 17 And he said, "Weworking onit. Wetry to
18 He aways give all of them the same excuse 18 get the school better. Thereisalot of issues going
19 --youknow, "I don't like this school.” 19 around, but other kids can ded withit. He needsto
20 And he even told me, "If you send meto 20 learn how to ded withiit, too."
21 Mexico, | will do better over there." 21 The principal wastelling me the truth. Not
22 Q. I'msorry. What was that? 22 only my son, it wasalot of kids, but it doesn't help
23 A. Heasked meif | sent himto Mexico, he do 23 mein anything.
24  better over there. | don't want to be apart. | want 24 Q. Anything else you recall speaking with Ms.
25 to betogether asafamily. | don't want to send my 25 Calvo about regarding your son's absences or tardies?
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1 A. No. 1 A. No, meand him.
2 Q. And how about Mr. Miller, anything? 2 MS. VANSE: Okay. | think that isit for my
3 A. Mr. Miller, that is his favorite subject, 3 quedtions, so if we just want to put the stipulations
4 biology and science and stuff, so he wasworried 4 on here.
5 because he said it isawaste of time and he doesn't 5 Are we stipulating to just regular 30 days?
6 cometo school. 6 MS. LHAMON: Weve been doing 30 days.
7 Q. Mr. Miller said this? 7 MS. VANSE: Okay. Great. That is perfect.
8 A. Uh-huh, because he said he has-- he is 8 | think we're going to stipulate that the original will
9 intelligent and he can doit. He knowsalat, but he 9 besentto--
10 doesn't want to -- hejust don't want to bein school 10 MS. LHAMON: They go to my officein L.A.
11 and | don't know what to do. 11 MS. VANSE: -- to Catherine's office and the
12 Q. Did you tell him why your son didn't want to 12 witnesswill have 30 daysto sign or review and sign
13 beinschoaol? 13 thetranscript and if she does so or doesn't do so
14 A. Yeah, | also went to Portable 15, whichis 14 within that time, then an unsigned and uncorrected copy
15 student services, and | explain to them, "Y ou know 15 may beused for all purposes asif signed and
16 what? | haveason. He has been doing great before. 16 corrected. Also, the court reporter may be relieved of
17 Now heisdoing pretty bad. He doesn't like schoal." 17 her duties under the code.
18 They said they were going to send someone 18 MS. LHAMON: So stipulated.
19 hometo talk to him and they never did, so -- 19 MS. VANSE: Great. Thank you.
20 Q. And| guessitisArabia? 20
21 A. Arabia, sheisanicelady. | also spoke 21 (Whereupon, the deposition was adjourned
22 with her about -- she talked to him all the time. 22 a 2:.05p.m.)
23 Q. Your son? 23 --000--
24 A. My son, but hejust don't doit. Hejust 24
25 listen to the teachers, hear what they have to say, but 25
Page 163 Page 165
1 hejust make no different. 1 | declare under penalty of perjury that the
2 Q. Hestill didn't want to come to school ? 2 foregoingistrue and correct. Subscribed at
3 A. No. Sometimes| forced him to go to school 3 , Cdlifornig, this____ day of
4 when | wasworking there. | pushed himinto the car 4 , 2001.
5 and bring himto school. That isthe only way | made 5
6 surehewasthere. 6
7 Q. You said you aso spoke to the counselor. 7
8 Isthat who you weretalking to in Portable 15? 8 MARIA DE LOS ANGELES GONZALEZ
9 A. Atthat time, it wasMr. Walker. Heis 9
10 till agood friend of ours and hetalk to him. And he 10
11 said, "Comeon, Jose. You need to do better in 11
12 school.” 12
13 | pushit with him and he said -- he start 13
14 doing good for first few weeks and then went back. And | 14
15 when| talked to him, | said, "Why are you doing this 15
16 tome? If you think you do it to me, you are not doing 16
17 ittome. Youaredoingitto yoursdf. Itisyour 17
18 education. Itisyour life. Thereisnothing | can do 18
19 at that school.” 19
20 "I don't like that school." 20
21 "Itisyour life." 21
22 Whatever he said, | knew he was not lying to 22
23 me. | knew it wastrue, so | don't know what to do. 23
24 Q. Anyone else you spoke to about your son's 24
25 absencesor tardies? 25
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER
I, JOHNNA FORD, a Certified Shorthand Reporter,
hereby certify that the witnessin the foregoing
deposition was by me duly sworn to tell the truth, the
whole truth and nothing but the truth in the
within-entitled cause;

That said deposition was taken downin
shorthand by me, a disinterested person, at thetime
and place therein stated, and that the testimony of the
said witness was thereafter reduced to typewriting, by
computer, under my direction and supervision;

| further certify that | am not of counsel or
attorney for either or any of the partiesto the said
deposition nor in any way interested in the event of
this cause and that | am not related to any of the
parties thereto.

DATED: , 2001.

JOHNNA FORD, CSR 11268
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