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1 APPEARANCES OF COUNSEL (CONTI NUED); 1 LOSANGELES, CALIFORNIA; THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 2002
2 2 9:09 AM.
3 FOR THE DEFENDANT LAUSD: 3
4 LOZANO SMITH 4 LLOYD J HOUSKE,
5 BY: DENISE G. GODFREY, ESQ. 5 having been first duly sworn, was
6 2800 28th Street 6 examined and testified as follows:
7 Suite 240 7
8 Santa Monica, California 90405-6205 8 EXAMINATION
9 (310) 382-5300 9
10 10 BY MR. VILLAGRA:
11 11 Q. Good morning, Mr. Houske.
12 FOR THE DEFENDANT STATE OF CALIFORNIA: 12 A. Good morning.
13 OMELVENY & MYERSLLP 13 Q. The same ground rules that applied during
14 BY: SABRINA HERON STRONG, ESQ. 14 thefirst three days of your deposition apply again
15 400 South Hope Street 15 today.
16 15th Hoor 16 Do you understand that?
17 Los Angeles, Cdifornia 90071-2899 17 A Yes
18 (213) 430-6000 18 Q. Do you understand that you are still under
19 19 oath?
20 20 A. Yes |do.
21 21 Q. Would you like me to go through the ground
22 22 rulesagain?
23 23 A Yes
24 24 Q. Okay. A lot of them are probably not going
25 25 to apply because it's going to be so short, so you
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1 probably won't need to take a break, but if you want 1 Q. Did you speak with anyone from O'Mdveny
2 to, we can stop at any paint. 2 and Myers about today's deposition?
3 If you answer a question, the assumption 3 A. No, | didn't.
4 will bethat you understood it and that you are 4 Q. Weare here primarily to talk about some
5 providing completely truthful information. If you 5 questionsthat you -- that were not answered during
6 don't understand a question, please ask meto clarify 6 your last deposition. Do you understand that?
7 it,and | will do so. 7 A. Yes, | do.
8 A. Yes 8 Q. Okay. | don't want you to disclose
9 Q. Isthere any reason you can't give truthful 9 anything that has been said between your lawyer,
10 and complete testimony today? 10 Denise Godfrey, and any other attorneys from Lozano
11 A. No. 11 and Smith; but if statements were made by you to
12 Q. What did you do, if anything, to prepare 12 Ms. Godfrey or by Ms. Godfrey to you when there were
13 for today's deposition? 13 other counsd present, like Ms. Strong from O'Médveny
14 A. Nothing. 14 and Myers, those conversations are not privileged,
15 Q. Did you review any documents to prepare for 15 andyou are alowed to answer asto those
16 today? 16 conversations.
17 MS. STRONG: Objection. This goes beyond 17 Do you understand that?
18 the scope of the questions of the deposition that we 18 A. Yes | do.
19 arehere soldy to focus on one limited issue, which 19 Q. At your deposition in July of last year, |
20 isconversations with Mr. Houske and counsdl from 20 asked you if you had discussed this case, the
21 OMédveny and Myers. And that goes completely beyond | 21 Williams case, with anyone from O'Médveny and Myers,
22 the scope of what we are here today to do. 22 and you said that you had. Do you remember that?
23 BY MR.VILLAGRA: 23 A. Yes | do.
24 Q. Do you remember the question? 24 Q. At your deposition | asked you who from
25 A. Yes 25 O'Méveny and Myers you had discussed the case with,
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1 Q. You cananswer it. 1 andyou said Sabrina Strong. Do you recdl that?
2 A. No, | didn't. 2 A. Yes, that'sright.
3 Q. Did you review your deposition or read your 3 Q. Have you discussed the Williams case with
4  deposition prior to today? 4 anyone esefrom O'Mdveny and Myers other than
5 MS. STRONG: Same objections. 5 Sdbrina Strong?
6 THE WITNESS: No, | didnt. 6 A. Notthat | canrecal.
7 BY MR.VILLAGRA: 7 Q. Do you recdl when it was that you
8 Q. Did you read any transcripts from the case? 8 discussed the Williams case with Ms. Strong?
9 MS. STRONG: Same objections. 9 A. | would say probably about amonth or so
10 THEWITNESS: No, | didnt. 10 prior to thefirst deposition.
11 BY MR.VILLAGRA: 11 Q. Do you recdl approximately what month that
12 Q. Did you did you speak with anyone from the 12 might have been?
13 Cdlifornia Department of Education before today's 13 MS. GODFREY: Dont guess.
14 deposition? 14 THEWITNESS: Then| dont.
15 THE WITNESS: No, | didnt. 15 BY MR.VILLAGRA:
16 BY MR.VILLAGRA: 16 Q. And| bdlieveyou testified in Jduly at your
17 Q. Did you spesk to anyone from the Board of 17 deposition that the meeting occurred at LAUSD
18 Education about today's deposition? 18 district headquarters?
19 A. No, | didn't. 19 A. That iscorrect.
20 Q. Did you spesk with anyone from the 20 Q. And| bdieve you tedtified that your
21 Superintendent of Public Instruction's office about 21 atorney, Ms. Godfrey, was also present at the
22 today's deposition? 22 medting; isthat correct?
23 MS. STRONG: Same objections. 23 A. That's correct.
24 THEWITNESS: No, | didnt. 24 Q. Toyour recollection, was anyone else
25 BY MR.VILLAGRA: 25 present at that meeting?
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1 A. Not that | can remember. 1 Q. Didyou have an understanding of the
2 Q. Okay. Did anyone besides you, Ms. Strong 2 purpose of the meeting with Ms. Strong?
3 and Ms. Godfrey sit in on any part of the meeting? 3 A. Yes
4 A. Pardon? 4 Q. What was your understanding of the purpose
5 Q. Did anyone other than you three Sit in on 5 of themeeting with Ms. Strong?
6 any part of the meeting? 6 MS. GODFREY': | am going to object that
7 A. No. ‘ 7 that calsfor himto revea communications between
8 Q. Do you recal how long the meseting lasted? 8 hisattorney.
9 A. I'd say maybe an hour. 9 BY MR.VILLAGRA:
10 Q. Do you recal what time the mesting 10 Q. Canyou answer that question without
11 darted? 11 revedling any communications you may have had with
12 A. Itwasinthe morning. 12 Ms. Godfrey about the meeting?
13 Q. Frg thing inthe morning? 13 A. Wedll, itwasjust that | knew that it was
14 A. No. I don't think so. 14 about the ACLU lawsuit concerning lack of housing for
15 Q. Okay. Do you recdl what time the meeting 15 children, spacesin schoals; the charges that the
16 ended? 16 school was not clean; there weren't textbooks.
17 A. No, | donot. 17 Q. Anything se?
18 Q. Do you recall who contacted you about the 18 A. No.
19 mesting? 19 Q. And how did you come to that understanding
20 A. No, | donot. 20 of what the purpose of the meeting with Ms. Strong
21 Q. Did you do anything to prepare for the 21 was?
22 meeting with Ms. Strong? 22 MS. GODFREY : Other than what your attorney
23 A. No, | did not. 23 discussed with you.
24 Q. Do you recall whether you inspected any of 24 BY MR.VILLAGRA:
25 your school facilitiesin preparation for the meeting 25 Q. Yes
Page 447 Page 449
1 withMs. Strong? 1 A. | amnot sure whether | saw acopy of the
2 A. Not any more than | would normally do. 2 lawsuit before or after that mesting. | think it was
3 Q. Did you meet with your -- with any of your 3 probably before it was probably faxed to me.
4 teachersin preparation for your meeting with 4 Q. Was-- to your knowledge, was the Complaint
5 Ms. Strong? 5 faxed to you in preparation for the mesting?
6 A. No. 6 A. | didn'tthink so. | thought it was just
7 Q. Did you meet with any of your staff in 7 information.
8 preparation for the mesting with Ms. Strong? 8 Q. Did Ms. Strong ever explain to you the
9 A. Notthat | canrecal. 9 purpose of the meeting?
10 Q. Did you review any documentsin preparation 10 A. Yes
11 for the meeting with Ms. Strong? 11 Q. What did she say?
12 A. Maybelooked over some of the busing 12 A. Youwanted to question me.
13 numbers and things like that. 13 MS. GODFREY: That she wanted to question
14 Q. What do you mean by the busing numbers? 14 you?
15 A. The number of children that are bused away 15 THEWITNESS: No. That you wanted to
16 from our school. 16 question me.
17 Q. Do you recal whether you reviewed any 17 MR. VILLAGRA: Okay.
18 other documents regarding the busing of students from 18 MS. STRONG: I'dlike to moveto strike as
19 Cahuenga Elementary, C-A-H-U-E-N-G-A? 19 nonresponsive.
20 MS. STRONG: In preparation for the megting 20 BY MR.VILLAGRA:
21 with Ms. Strong? 21 Q. And did she say anything else to you about
22 MR. VILLAGRA: Yes. 22 the purpose of the meeting?
23 Q. Inpreparation for the meeting with 23 A. No.
24 Ms. Strong? 24 Q. Andif you can recall specificaly what it
25 A. No, | didn't. 25 was shetold you about my or the plaintiff's wanting
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1 toquestionyou. 1 information, isit your testimony that both
2 A. No. Just that she wanted information that 2 Ms. Godfrey and Ms. Strong were asking you questions
3 lhad 3 during the meeting?
4 Q. Information that you had regarding any 4 A. | bdieve so.
5 particular subjects? 5 Q. Do you recdl any of the questions that
6 A. Theissuesthat were mentioned in the 6 Ms. Strong asked you?
7 lawsuit. ‘ 7 A. Widl, | don't remember who asked the
8 Q. Now | am specifically asking about at the 8 questions, but as| said, they were very much the
9 meeting. Did Ms. Godfrey explain the purpose of the 9 sametype of questions that you asked here. It was,
10 mesting? 10 you know, how many children are bused, things like
11 A. I'mnot surethat shedid, no. Other than 11 that.
12 thefact thet it wasto let me know what the coming 12 Q. Do you recdl any of the questions that
13 events might be. 13 Ms. Godfrey asked you at the meeting with Ms. Strong?
14 Q. Andwhat did Ms. Godfrey say about what the 14 A. No, | donot. It wasaconversation. It
15 coming events might be at the meeting with 15 wasnt aformad kind of thing. We werejust
16 Ms. Strong? 16 discussing.
17 A. Just that we were going to have ameeting 17 Q. And| béieve you said that you don't
18 later on where you questioned me. 18 recall who asked?
19 Q. Anddid sherefer to it as ameeting where 19 A. No, | donot. Asl sad, it wasmoreof a
20 you would be questioned? 20 conversation than aformd affair.
21 A. No. It wasmoreforma thanjust a 21 Q. Besides how many kids are bused away from
22  medting. 22 Cahuenga, what other topics did you address that day?
23 Q. Anddid Ms. Godfrey explain to you what the 23 A. Tobevery honest with you, after we
24 questioning would be about at this more formal 24 dready had three depositions, dl the questions
25 questioning later? 25 blend together now, and it'skind of hard to
Page 451 Page 453
1 MS. STRONG: Objection. | fed this might 1 remember.
2 betreading on atorney-client communications. But 2 Q. But the busing stands out in your mind?
3 if youare asking interms of what Ms. Godfrey said 3 A. Yes
4 infront of her clientsin front of me -- 4 Q. Do you recal whether you brought any
5 MR. VILLAGRA: Yes. 5 documents to the meeting with Ms. Strong?
6 MS. GODFREY: | understood the context of 6 A. No, | did not.
7 that question to mean that. 7 Q. | takeit then you didn't provide her any
8 MR. VILLAGRA: Yes. 8 documents at the mesting?
9 Q. With respect to Ms. Godfrey, | am asking 9 A. No.
10 what she specificdly said at the meeting with 10 Q. Were you shown any documents during the
11 Ms. Strong. 11 meeting with Ms. Strong?
12 A. About? 12 A. No. Wdl, unlessthere was a copy of the
13 Q. About what the questioning would be 13 lawsuit. | am not sure about that, but it might have
14 concerning. 14 been.
15 A. Wadl, maybe shedid, but | don't recdll it, 15 Q. It'spossiblethat you reviewed a copy of
16 redly. 16 the Complaint?
17 Q. Do you recall what was discussed during the 17 A. Yes Uh-huh
18 mesting with Ms. Strong? 18 Q. Do you recdl what was said at the mesting,
19 A. Wdl, it redly -- it wasn't so much a 19 if anything, regarding the Complaint in Williams?
20 discussion asit was questioning. 20 A. The discussion was more about what --
21 Q. What do you mean by questioning? 21 probably what would be asked -- not what you would be
22 A. | redly fdt that they were trying to get 22 asking, but what | would go through, that | would be
23 information, and they asked me questions very much 23 asked quegtions. But that was about the extent of
24  like what you asked me. 24 it
25 Q. Andwhen you say they were trying to get 25 Q. Atthe medting, did Ms. Strong review with
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1 youthedlegationsin the Complaint, in the Williams 1 questioning me, and there wasn't any discussion about
2 Complaint that related to Cahuenga Elementary? 2 theanswers, it was just answering the questions. So
3 A. Possibly. | am sure she probably did. 3 itwasapreparation, | suppose, for what | would
4 Q. Why do you say that? 4 have with you.
5 A. Wedl, because that's what the whole thing 5 Q. Do you recall what answers you gave her
6 isabout, so | would imagine that we would review it. 6 regarding the busing of students at Cahuenga
7 Butasl sad, | had seenit beforethen, sol am 7 Elementary?
8 not-- 8 MS. GODFREY: | amgoing to object that'sa
9 Q. Do you recall which allegationsin the 9 little bit broad and vague in the sense that, what
10 Williams Complaint Ms. Strong reviewed with you at 10 answers he gave, you havent redlly posed the
11 themesting? 11 specific question. So maybe you could rephrase that.
12 A. All of them. 12 MR. VILLAGRA: Sure.
13 Q. Didshereview thedlegationsinthe 13 Q. Do you recdl any of the specific questions
14 Complaint regarding the busing of students from 14 that Ms. Strong asked you about busing at Cahuenga
15 Cahuenga? 15 Elementary?
16 A. Yes 16 A. | suppose she asked -- again, as| say, it
17 Q. Did shereview with you the allegationsin 17 al blendstogether. Thiswas-- after we have done
18 the Complaint regarding the three-track calendar 18 it thismany times, | am not sure where it happened.
19 schedulethat Cahuengaimplements? 19 But I know they would ask about the
20 A. | amnot sure | understand the word 20 numbers, the number of buses, and distance and things
21 review." 21 likethat. And | am sure they asked about the
22 Q. Didshego over that topic with you? Did 22 textbooks and the supplies. And | answered to the
23 shediscussit with you? 23 best of my ability.
24 A. Shedid not discussit. Shejust read what 24 Q. Do you recall anything that you said at the
25 itsad, but it wasn't adiscussion abot it. 25 medting to Ms. Strong regarding the busing of
Page 455 Page 457
1 Q. Soshereadto you the alegationsinthe 1 students from Cahuenga Elementary?
2 Complaint regarding busing? 2 A. Nothing different than what | would have
3 A. Right. 3 sadtoyou.
4 Q. Shesadto you the allegationsin the 4 Q. Soyou would have addressed the topic of
5 Complaint regarding the three-track schedule? 5 the number of students that were bused from Cahuenga
6 A. Yes 6 and the number of buses and the distance that the
7 Q. Shereadto youthe allegationsin the 7 busestrave to the other schoals; isthat correct?
8 Complaint regarding textbooks? 8 A. That'spossible, yes.
9 A. Yes 9 Q. Any ather topics that you might have
10 Q. At Cahuenga? 10 covered at the meeting with Ms. Strong regarding
11 A. Yes 11 busing?
12 Q. Shereadto you the allegationsin the 12 A. Notthat | recal.
13 Complaint regarding supplies at Cahuenga? 13 Q. Andwere you answering her questions off
14 A. Yes 14 thetop of your head regarding busing?
15 Q. Shereadto you the allegationsin the 15 A. Yes
16 Complaint regarding non-fully credentialed teachers 16 Q. Okay. Regarding the three-track schedule,
17 a Cahuenga? 17 doyourecal any of the specific questions that
18 A. Yes 18 Ms. Strong asked you at the meeting?
19 Q. And sheread to you the dlegationsin the 19 A. No.
20 Complaint regarding the bathrooms at Cahuenga? 20 Q. Do you recdl anything you might have said
21 A. Yes 21 at the meeting about the three-track schedule that
22 Q. Doyou recdl what Ms. Strong said to you 22 Cahuenga Elementary implements?
23 about the busing of students at Cahuenga? 23 MS. STRONG: Objection; calsfor a
24 A. Wadl, | don't recall her -- as| said, the 24 narative.
25 medting was more like we were having here. Theywere | 25 THE WITNESS: And again, it would bethe
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1 samethingthat | have said to you. Therewas 1 questionsthat Ms. Strong may have asked you about
2 nothing different. 2 the number of emergency credentialed teachers at
3 BY MR.VILLAGRA: 3 CahuengaElementary?
4 Q. Do you recdl any of the specific questions 4 A. No, | donot.
5 that Ms. Strong may have asked you about textbooks at 5 Q. Do you recall anything that you might have
6 Cahuenga? 6 sad at the meeting with Ms. Strong about the number
7 A. | think it was very broad. | think it was 7 of emergency credentialed teachers at Cahuenga?
8 judt like one of the charges. And so then | answered 8 A. If | said anything about it, | probably
9 tothebest of my ability asto how | felt about the 9 sadthat | object to the fact that people have a
10 charge. 10 feding that emergency credentialed teachers are not
11 Q. Inanswering the charge about textbooks at 11 good teachers, because | have some of the finest
12 Cahuenga Elementary, were you answering off the top 12 teachersin our digtrict.
13 of your head? 13 Q. Andisthebasisfor your belief about the
14 A. Yes 14 quality of the teachers at Cahuenga, isit any
15 Q. Do you recdl any of the specific questions 15 different than what we have discussed in the other
16 that Ms. Strong asked you about supplies at Cahuenga 16 three days of your deposition?
17 Elementary? 17 A. | supposethe latest proof of itisthe
18 A. No, | donot. 18 fact that the County has named us as a demonstration
19 Q. Do you recall anything that you may have 19 dgtefor other schoolsto cometo visit to see how
20 sadtoMs. Strong about supplies at Cahuenga 20 effective teaching should be done.
21 Elementary? 21 MR. VILLAGRA: Because of the scope of
22 A. |l amsurethat | said that | felt that the 22 today's deposition, | will move to strike that
23 charge was not correct. 23 answer.
24 Q. Okay. Andin answering that charge, what 24 | just didn't want him to testify again as
25 wasyour basis? 25 tothebasisfor hisassuming that his teachers were
Page 459 Page 461
1 A. Knowing that | had awhole supply room full 1 fine, because we went in detail over that topic; is
2 of supplies back at school; that we are not a poor 2 that okay with you al?
3 schoal. 3 MS. GODFREY: | am going to object to your
4 Q. Anddo you recal if you had inspected the 4 moetion to strike that answer. | mean, you asked him
5 supply room prior to attending the meeting with 5 for what his understanding was. | understand what he
6 Ms. Strong? 6 just described happened after the meeting, but that
7 A. No. | didnot dothat. But whenyou area 7 iswhat you asked him.
8 principa of aschool, the teachers let you know very 8 THE WITNESS: | could have also said that
9 quickly if you don't have supplies, and that was not 9 based on our test scores.
10 thecase. 10 MS. GODFREY': | don't want to quibble over
11 Q. Wouldit befair to say that you were 11 it. That'sfinejust to stay on the record.
12 assuming that the supply room was full a the meeting 12 BY MR.VILLAGRA:
13 with Ms. Strong? 13 Q. But at the time of the meeting that you had
14 A. Wadl, | supposethat'strue. | was 14 with Ms. Strong, your conclusion about the quality of
15 assuming it, but based on the fact that teachers 15 vyour teachers, it wasn't based on anything other than
16 would have come to me earlier; and believe me, there 16 what we have discussed during your three days of
17 isonething that teachers cannot be without, and 17 deposition; isthat correct?
18 that's supplies. 18 A. That's correct.
19 Q. Soisitfair to say that you are assuming 19 MS. GODFREY: And just for the record, has
20 the supply room was full because you hadn't received 20 it been only three days of deposition? Because |
21 any complaints from teachers of lack of supplies? 21 think there has been more than three times. | think
22 A. That'sright. Andwe haveasupply clerk 22 there might have been four, but | don't know. Just
23 that also would have supplied me; so that was a 23 sothat we know, there might have been more than
24 pretty accurate assumption. 24 three sessions of his deposition to date.
25 Q. Anddo you recal any of the specific 25 BY MR.VILLAGRA:
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1 Q. Okay. Do you recall any of the specific 1 A. No. They both did.

2 questions Ms. Strong may have asked you about 2 Q. Theyboth did?

3 bathrooms at Cahuenga Elementary? 3 A. Yes

4 A. No, | donot. 4 Q. Do you recall what Ms. Godfrey said to you

5 Q. Do you recall anything that you might have 5 at the meeting regarding the busing of students at

6 sadtoMs. Strong about bathrooms at Cahuenga 6 CahuengaElementary?

7 Elementary? ‘ 7 A. Agan, asl sad, it wasbasicaly a

8 MS. STRONG: Objection; cdlsfor a 8 questioning just as you are doing right now.

9 nardive. 9 Q. Doyou believethat Ms. Godfrey addressed
10 THE WITNESS: Well, | probably told her 10 anytopicsthat Ms. Strong did not cover with you?
11 that because of our having anew addition to the 11 A. Asl sad, it was a conversation, and |
12 schooal, that we had new bathrooms as well. 12 just don't recall things like that.

13 BY MR.VILLAGRA: 13 Q. Doyou recal being asked a the meeting
14 Q. Do you recal whether you discussed the 14 about the capacity adjustment program?
15 number of bathrooms at Cahuenga Elementary? 15 A. What part of that are you referring to?
16 A. No, | donot. 16 Q. Anypart of it.
17 Q. Do you recall whether you discussed the 17 A. Wedl, busingis part of that, so of course
18 cleanliness of bathrooms at Cahuenga Elementary? 18 they didthen.
19 A. | bdieveso. Andasl said, it wasnt 19 Q. But wasthe program named as such during
20 discussion; it was questioning. Because| really 20 the meeting?
21 fdt that wedidn't have alot of discussion. 21 A. That, | don't recall.
22 Q. Soyou were questioned by Ms. Strong about 22 Q. Okay. Doyou recall if you reviewed any
23 the cleanliness of the bathrooms at Cahuenga 23 gatements from students at Cahuenga Elementary
24 Elementary? 24 during the meeting with Ms. Strong?
25 A. Exactly. 25 A. No, | donot.

Page 463 Page 465

1 Q. Do you recdl what you said about the 1 Q. Do you recal whether there was any

2 cleanliness of the bathrooms at Cahuenga Elementary? 2 discussion of statements that students had made about

3 MS. STRONG: Objection; calsfor a 3 Cahuenga Elementary?

4 narative. 4 A. No, | do not.

5 THEWITNESS: | said that the bathrooms 5 Q. During the meeting, were you asked to

6 wereinspected on aregular basis, and | felt that it 6 collect any documents?

7 wasn't an accurate charge. 7 A. | thought the only ones that asked for them

8 BY MR.VILLAGRA: 8 wasyou, but | could be wrong, because you have asked

9 Q. Based on theinspection schedule? 9 for plenty.

10 A. Based on theinspection schedule and based 10 Q. Atany time after the meeting, did

11 onthe observations mysdf. 11 Ms. Strong ask you to gather documents?

12 Q. Had you observed the bathrooms prior to 12 A. | don't recall her doing that.

13 atending the meeting with Ms. Strong? 13 Q. During the meeting, were you asked to write
14 A. No more sothan | would normally. 14 anything?

15 Q. Do you recall when the last time you would 15 A. No.

16 have ingpected the bathrooms before the meeting with 16 Q. After the medting at any time, did

17 Ms. Strong would have been? 17 Ms. Strong ask you to write anything?

18 A. No, | would not. 18 A. | don't think so.

19 Q. Do you recal what day of the week the 19 Q. During the meeting with Ms. Strong, was
20 mesting with Ms. Strong would have occurred? 20 thereany discussion of preparation of awritten

21 A. | would be guessing. 21 gatement on your behdf?

22 Q. Okay. To your recallection, was Ms. Strong 22 A. No.

23 theonly one who discussed the dllegationsin the 23 Q. During the meting, was there any

24 Complaint regarding Cahuenga Elementary with you at 24 discussion about preparation of a declaration on your
25 themedting? 25 behdf?
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1 A. No. 1 Q. What do you mean by that?
2 Q. Thetopic never came up? 2 A. Wdl, you know, in the school, teachers
3 A. No. 3 havelots of different needs, and so we have some
4 Q. At the conclusion of the meeting with 4 teachersthat are using textbooks that go back way
5 Ms. Strong, were you asked to do any kind of 5 dgncethetime that the State has okayed them, but
6 follow-up? 6 they are dtill effective, that the teachers till use
7 MS. GODFREY: By who? 7 them. Andthere areteachersthat want the new
8 MR. VILLAGRA: Wédl, within the context of 8 textbooks, and | didn't want any confusion about when
9 themesting. 9 theteacher actually complained about it.
10 MS. GODFREY : | thought you said &fter the 10 And when we got down to looking at it, what
11 conclusion of the meeting. 11 the problem redly was was that the parent didn't
12 MR. VILLAGRA: No. At the conclusion. 12 understand that the reading system that has been
13 MS. GODFREY: Oh, | am sorry. 13 adopted uses textbooks that are dittoed, run off. So
14 THE WITNESS: No, | don't think so. 14  the parent thought that we didn't have textbooks.
15 BY MR.VILLAGRA: 15 But | wanted to make sure that | clarified that in my
16 Q. Wereyou asked to spesk with anyone? 16 ownmind.
17 A. No. You. 17 Q. AndI bdlieve a one point you said that we
18 Q. And you have done plenty of that. 18 looked at thisissue.
19 Were you asked at the meeting to review any 19 A. It'stheroya we.
20 documents? 20 Q. Iltwasyou?
21 A. No. 21 A. ltwasme
22 Q. Subsequent to the meeting? 22 Q. Did you spesk with anyone at Cahuenga
23 A. No. 23 regarding textbooks as a result of the meeting with
24 Q. Did you do any follow-up following the 24 Ms. Strong?
25 meeting with Ms. Strong? 25 A. Wi, not because of aresult of the
Page 467 Page 469
1 MS. STRONG: Objection; goes beyond the 1 medting with her. It was as aresult of the lawsuit
2 scope of the questioning permitted in this 2 that | spoke to kindergarten teachers about it.
3 deposition. 3 Q. | amasking you specifically about coming
4 MS. GODFREY: Actually, | am just objecting 4 out of the meeting with Ms. Strong. As aresult of
5 totheterm"follow-up" as vague and ambiguous. 5 themesting.
6 BY MR.VILLAGRA: 6 A. No.
7 Q. Okay. Asaresult of the meeting with 7 Q. Soyoudidn't look at textbooks as a result
8 Ms. Strong, did you conduct any kind of inspection of 8 of the meeting?
9 thefadlities a Cahuenga Elementary? 9 A. No. Moreasaresult of coming to look at
10 A. Yes 10 you, to talk to you.
11 Q. What kind of inspection did you do? 11 Q. AndI bdieve you said that you came to the
12 A. Wadl, | started looking at textbooks and 12 conclusion that the parents didn't understand that
13 making sure the textbooks were -- that we had as many 13 thereading system at Cahuenga uses dittoed
14 as| thought that we did, and we did. 14 materids; isthat correct?
15 And | again checked with the custodian to 15 A. That's correct.
16 make sure there wasn't any confusion over mops. 16 Q. Toyour knowledge, do other eementary
17 Q. Andasaresult of the meeting with 17 schoolsin LAUSD, the Los Angeles Unified School
18 Ms. Strong, did you do any other kind of inspection 18 Didtrict, use dittoed materials like those used at
19 a Cahuenga Elementary other than these two items 19 Cahuenga?
20 that you have just described to me? 20 A. It'sarequirement of the series.
21 A. No. 21 Q. Whatisthat?
22 Q. Okay. Andyou said that you started 22 A. Open court. And that the ides, the concept
23 looking at textbooks to see if you had as many as you 23 of it, and the parents have that at home so that they
24 thought? 24 can practice with the children more.
25 A. Uh-huh. Uh-huh. 25 Q. For what gradesisit arequirement?
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Page 470 Page 472
1 A. Modtly for kindergarten. Somein first 1 Q. DidMs. Strong say anything about the
2 grade, but not as much asin kindergarten. 2 State's defense of the lawsuit by the Williams
3 Q. What about in second grade? 3 plaintiffsat the meeting?
4 A. No. 4 A. Other than the fact that | would be
5 Q. Okay. Somostly in kindergarten, somein 5 appearing.
6 first grade, but not beyond that? 6 Q. Did Ms. Strong explain to you who she was
7 A. No. ‘ 7 representing at that meeting?
8 Q. Okay. And | believe that you mentioned 8 A. Yes
9 that asaresult of the meeting with Ms. Strong, you 9 Q. Who did Ms. Strong say she was
10 checked with the custodian about maops; is that 10 representing?
11 correct? 11 A. TheStae
12 A. | don't likethe word "result." It kind of 12 Q. Andwasthere any explanation given of what
13 makes mefed that she told meto go do something. 13 the State was?
14 It wasnt that. 14 A. No.
15 It was just that, you know, it brought more 15 Q. Didyou have an understanding of who more
16 toyour attention again, and | wanted to go and make 16 specificdly Ms. Strong represented?
17 sure, because it was a substitute, and | wanted to 17 A. No.
18 make sure there was no possibility of it doing it 18 Q. Did Ms. Strong say anything at the meeting
19 agan. 19 about how the State intended to defend the Williams
20 Q. And who was the substitute? 20 lawsuit?
21 A. It wasasubstitute custodian. 21 MS. GODFREY: Asked and answered.
22 Q. And how long was that substitute custodian 22 THE WITNESS: No.
23  there? 23 BY MR.VILLAGRA:
24 A. It wasaone-time occasion. 24 Q. Did Ms. Strong at the meeting say anything
25 Q. How long was that one-time occasion? 25 about what facts the State intended to rely on to
Page 471 Page 473
1 A. Oneday. 1 defend the Williams lawsuit?
2 Q. Oneday? 2 A. Oh, no.
3 A. Yes 3 Q. Atthe meseting, did Ms. Williams say
4 Q. Okay. Andwho did you verify that from, 4 anything about what law the State intended to rely on
5 that it was a one-day assignment? 5 todefend the Williams lawsuit?
6 A. The plant manager. 6 A. No.
7 Q. Solooking into the textbooks issues and 7 Q. Atthe medting, did Ms. Strong discuss her
8 looking into the issues with the mops are things that 8 view of strength of the State's defense of the
9 you did on your own following the meeting; is that 9 Williams lawsuit?
10 correct? 10 A. No. No.
11 A. That's correct. 11 Q. Wasthere any mention at the meeting with
12 Q. Wereyou asked by Ms. Godfrey or Ms. Strong 12 Ms. Strong that the State had sued various school
13 to verify any of the dlegations in the Complaint at 13 districts, including LAUSD?
14 the mesting? 14 A. No.
15 A. No. 15 Q. Toyour recollection, at the meeting, were
16 Q. During the meeting with Ms. Strong, did you 16 you aware that the State had sued various school
17 take any notes? 17 digtricts, including LAUSD?
18 A. No, | did not. 18 MS. STRONG: Objection; assumes facts.
19 Q. Didyou see Ms. Strong take any notes 19 THEWITNESS: | am not surewhen | reeched
20 during the meeting? 20 that conclusion, whether it was then or afterwards
21 A. | don't remember. 21 that -- no, | just don't remember.
22 Q. Didyou see Ms. Godfrey take any notes 22 BY MR.VILLAGRA:
23 during the meeting? 23 Q. Isit possible that you knew that during
24 A. | don't think either one of them did, 24 the medting, that the State had sued various school
25 redly. 25 digtricts, including LAUSD?
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Page 474

Page 476

1 MS. STRONG: Again, objection; assumes 1 MS. GODFREY: And this concludesthe
2 facts. 2 deposition of Mr. Houske; is that correct?
3 THE WITNESS: | redly don't think so. 3 MR. VILLAGRA: Yes.
4 BY MR. VILLAGRA: 4 (The following stipulation was incorporated
5 Q. Do you recal whether there was any mention 5 at the request of counsdl:
6 a the medting asto why the State had sued various 6 "MS. STRONG: And may we
7 schoal districts, including LAUSD? 7 dtipulate that the origind of
8 MS. STRONG: Objection; assumes facts. 8 this deposition be signed
9 THE WITNESS: No. 9 under penalty of perjury; that
10 BY MR. VILLAGRA: 10 the original be delivered to
11 Q. Doyourecdl if there was any discussion 11 the office of Denise Godfrey;
12 at the meeting of the benefits of your meeting with 12 that the reporter isrelieved
13 Ms. Strong? 13 of liability for the original
14 A. No. 14 of the deposition; that the
15 MS. STRONG: Objection; vague and 15 witnesswill have 15 days from
16 ambiguous. 16 the date of the court
17 BY MR.VILLAGRA: 17 reporter's transmittal letter
18 Q. Do you recal whether you weretold at the 18 to Denise Godfrey to sgn and
19 mesting that if you cooperated with Ms. Strong, LAUSD | 19 correct the deposition; and
20 might be dismissed from the State's lawsuit against 20 that Denise Godfrey shall
21 it? 21 notify all partiesin writing
22 A. No. No. 22 of any changesin the
23 Q. Wereyou given any indication at the 23 deposition; and if there are
24  mesting that your participation in the meeting would 24 no such changes communicated
25 facilitate a settlement with the State? 25 or signature within that time,
Page 475 Page 477
1 A. Which mesting? 1 that any unsigned and
2 Q. At the medting with Ms. Strong and 2 uncorrected copy may be used
3 Ms. Godfrey? 3 for dl purposes asif signed
4 A. That it would result in what? 4 and corrected?
5 Q. Facilitate a settlement? 5 "MS. GODFREY: Yes.
6 A. No. 6 "MR. VILLAGRA: So
7 Q. Wasthere any discussion of possible 7 stipulated.")
8 sattlement of the lawsuit by the State against LAUSD? 8 (Deposition session concluded at 9:52 am.)
9 A. No. 9
10 MS. GODFREY: At the meeting? 10
11 MR. VILLAGRA: At the meeting. 11
12 MS. GODFREY: All right. 12
13 BY MR.VILLAGRA: 13
14 Q. Wasthere any discussion at the meeting 14
15 about settlement of the suit against LAUSD asfar as 15
16 Cahuenga Elementary was concerned? 16
17 A. No. 17
18 MR. VILLAGRA: Thank you very much, 18
19 Mr.Houske. That'sall | have. 19
20 THE WITNESS: Good. 20
21 MR. VILLAGRA: |sthe standard stipulation 21
22 okay? 22
23 MS. GODFREY: That'sfine. 23
24 MS. STRONG: That'sfine. 24
25 MR. VILLAGRA: All right. That'sfine. 25
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF LOSANGELES )

I, LLOYD J. HOUSKE, hereby declare
under the penalties of perjury of the State of
Cdiforniathat the foregoing is my deposition under
oath; that these are the questions asked of me and my
answers thereto; that | have read my deposition and
have made the corrections, additions or changesto my
answersthat | deem necessary.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, | hereby subscribe
my name this day of ,
20 .

LLOYD J. HOUSKE
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
) ss.

COUNTY OF LOSANGELES )

|, Xavier Mirdles, Certified Shorthand
Reporter, Certificate No. 5001, for the State of
Cdifornia, hereby certify:

| am the deposition officer that
stenographically recorded the testimony in the
foregoing deposition;

Prior to being examined the deponent was by
me first duly sworn;

The foregoing transcript is atrue record
of the testimony given.

Dated

XAVIER MIRELES, CSR NO. 5001
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