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Page 2 Pege 4
1 INDEX 1 CALIFORNIA, 1663 Mission Strest, Suite 460, San
2 2 Francisco, Caifornia 94103, represented by KATAY OON
3 EXAMINATION BY: PAGE 3 MAJD, Attorney at Law, appeared as counsel on behalf of
g mg \'\;,;SISE ....................................... 4i 21528 4 the Plaintiffs.
6 T T mmmmmmmmm———— 5 THE LUCAS LAW FIRM, 1700 Cdlifornia Stre<t,
DEFENDANTS EXHIBITSMARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION | & Suite370, San Francisco, California 94109, represented
7 ‘ 7 by KATHLEEN M. LUCAS, Attorney at Law, appeared as
No. Description Page 8 counsel on behaf of the Plaintiffs.
8 9 OMELVENY & MYERS LLP, 400 South Hope Stret,
1 Declaration of Nicol LaCava, Bates.......... 66 10 LosAngeles, California 90071-2899, represented by
9 Nos. PLTF 01770 through 01772 11 JENNIFER VANSE, Attorney at Law, appeared as counsdl on
12 000 12 behalf of the Defendants.
12 13 --000--
13 14 EXAMINATION BY MS. VANSE
14 15 MS. VANSE: Q. Good morning, Ms. LaCava. My
15 16 nameisJennifer Vanse. I'm an attorney with O'Melveny
16 17 & Myersand we represent the State of Cdiforniain this
17 18 matter. I'm sure-- well, actually let me ask you this
18 19 first. Have you ever had your deposition taken before?
20 20 A. No.
21 21 Q. Your atorney may have described a little bit
22 22 toyou the process that we're going to go through today,
23 23 and I'mjust going to give you some of the ground rules.
24 24 Asyou can see, the reporter istranscribing
25 25 everything that we're saying, so it'simportant that you
Page 3 Page 5
1 INTHE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 1 and| don' try and talk over each other, and | will do
g INAND fggc}T_HE COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 2 my best not to interrupt you and let you finish your
4 3 answer, and | would ask that you do the same for me.
5 ELIEZERWILLIAMS, aminor, by ) 4 Also, it'simportant that you give ayes or no
5 ;"’Iﬁ:ﬁ\’;‘!}m h'sgg'ard'm ) 5 answer instead of saying uh-huh or huh-uh or shaking
) 6 your head.
7 Plaintiff, ) CaseNo. 312236 7 Do you understand that?
o - )) 8 A. Uhhuh Yes | do.
) 9 Q. Andin afew weeks, when were done here,
9 STATE OF CALIFORNIA; DELAINE ) 10 youll receive a copy of everything that was said and
EASTIN, State Superintendent of ) 11 youll have achanceto review that and look over it and
10 Public Instruction; STATE .
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION; STATE ) 12 make any Cha‘lges a that time. Although, | do want to
11 BOARD OF EDUC;ATION, ) 13 point out, if you do have any changes either | or any of
14 the attorneys working on this matter can comment on
12 Defendants. ) ) 15 those changes.
13 16 Do you understand that?
1:31 BEIT Rlé;\cll)%\}/l-BERED that, pursuant to Notice, and 17 A. Yes .
16 on Saturday, January 12, 2002 commencing & 9:40 am. 18 Q. Youareunder oath. Eventhoughthisis
17 thereof at 275 Baitery Street, Suite 2600, San 19 informa and it's a Saturday, your testimony that you
18 Fran_c?sco, Cadliforniabefore me, Michelle L. Giachino, a 20 ae g| Vi ng today will have the same force and effect as
» Certfied Shorm@gfaogg\'&amd ly appeared 21 if wewerein acourtroom in front of ajudge.
21 22 Do you understand that?
22 cdled as awitness by the Defendant, who having been 23 A. Yes
gi first duly SNorrj,_owdacs;(_a(arnl ned and testified as follows: 24 Q. . | want you to listen and try to understand my
25 AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION OF NORTHERN 25 questionsto the best that you can. If you don't
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Page 6 Page 8
1 understand, please let meknow and I'll rephraseit, if 1 A. No.
2 | can, if that'swhat you need. If you don't indicate 2 Q. Andwhen you reviewed your declaration, did you
3 that you haven't understood what | have asked, I'm going 3 find anything written in it had changed?
4 to assumethat you have. 4 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.
5 Do you understand that? 5 THE WITNESS: No.
6 A Yes 6 MS. VANSE: Q. I'mjust going to ask you now a
7 Q. If you need abreak at any time for any reason, 7 few questions about your background. | promise | won't
8 let meknow or let your counsel know and well go ahead 8 getinto anything too detailed. Did you graduate from
9 andtakeone. | would ask that you wait until you've 9 college?
10 answered aquestion before taking a break, but other 10 A. Yes ldid.
11 thanthat, | don't think we should have any problems. 11 Q. Andwhere did you graduate from?
12 Do you understand that? 12 A. University of San Diego.
13 A. Yes 13 Q. What year wasthat?
14 Q. If youremember something later in the day that 14 A. 1993.
15 wetaked about earlier and you want to go back and 15 Q. And after you graduated from the University of
16 supplement your answer or change something or something | 16 San Diego, did you attend any other college or
17 new popsinto your head, please let me know and we can 17 university?
18 revisit that at any time today. 18  A. | atended the University of San Francisco and
19 Do you understand that? 19 John F. Kennedy University.
20 A. Yes 20 Q. Anddidyou get a degree from the University of
21 Q. Anddo you understand the ground rules as|'ve 21 San Francisco?
22 just explained them? 22  A. Yes | got my master'sin educationa
23  A. Yesldo. 23 counsding.
24 Q. Do you have any questions? 24 Q. Andwhat year was that?
25 A. No. 25 A. Tha'satough question. That would be
Page 7 Page 9
1 Q. Okay. And, Ms. LaCava, are you represented by 1 probablyin 1996.
2 counsd today? 2 Q. Andat John F. Kennedy University, did you
3 A. Yes | am. 3 obtain adegree from that?
4 Q. Whoisthat? 4 A. Yes, | got my teaching credential.
5 A. Katayoon Mad from the ACLU. 5 Q. And do you remember what year that was?
6 Q. When did she become your counsel? 6 A. Either 1998 or 1999.
7 A. | believethat we discussed the fact that | 7 Q. Andwhen you say you obtained your teaching
8 would need to be deposed probably in the beginning of 8 credential, what credentia isthat?
9 September. 9 A. The Cdifornia State Teaching Credentia for
10 Q. That's September 20017? 10 multiple subjects.
11 MS. MAJD: Nical, | just want to remind you not 11 Q. And before obtaining your credentid from JFK
12 to disclose anything we have discussed, but you can 12 University, did you have any other type of credentia
13 answer the question. 13 with the State of California?
14 MS. VANSE: Q. Anddid you do anything to 14 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.
15 preparefor your deposition today? 15 THEWITNESS: | had my -- through the
16  A. | read over my declaration that | had made way 16 University of San Francisco through the counsdling
17 back in March of 2001. 17 program, | received a PPS credentia, which is pupil and
18 Q. Didyou do anything else? 18 persond sarvices, and | also had an emergency teaching
19  A. No, | just met with Katayoon and she went over 19 credentia.
20 someof the ground -- 20 MS. VANSE: Q. Andwhat isapupil and
21 MS. MAJD: Don' say anything. 21 persona services credentid?
22 MS. VANSE: Q. Youdon't needtotel me 22  A. ltdlowsyoutowork asacounsdorin
23 anything you talked about with your counsdl. 23 schools, mostly doing guidance counsdling and academic
24 Other than your attorney, did you spesk to 24 counsding. Andit adso alows you to do scheduling of
25 anyone else about your deposition today? 25 classeslikein middle school and high school to help
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children figure out what classes they need to graduate.

Q. Didyou obtain thet credentia at the sametime
that you graduated in 19967

A. Yes

Q. Andwhen did you obtain your emergency
credential?

A. Inbetween going to the University of San
Francisco and JFK, | obtained the emergency credentia
s0 | could substitute in Alameda public schools.

Q. And before you obtained your emergency
credentia, had you worked in any public schools before?

A. Inmy-- | hadn' officialy worked as an
employee, but in my counseling program | had to do
sarvice hours, internships at public schoolsas a
counsdlor.

Q. Haveyou ever worked in any private schools?

A. No, but | went to private schools my whole life.

Q. I just didn't know if | wanted to restrict my
guestions to public schools or wheat.

A. No.

Q. Any other work in public schools before you
obtained your emergency credential?

A. | don't know of the exact date of this, but
while | was getting my degree at USF, | worked for an
organization caled Seneca Center. And part of my work
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emergency credential and you obtained your full and
multiple subject credential. Any other work that you
did in public schools?

Just my student teaching.

And where did you do your student teaching?
At Hawthorne.

Any other |location besides Hawthorne?

No.

And what school year was that?

That was the 1998 to 1999 school yesar.

. And did you -- were you a student teacher for
the entire school year?

A. Yes

Q. Wereyou in one classroom the entire time for
your student teaching?

A. No, | wasin two different classrooms.

Q. And what were those classrooms?

A. For thefadl starting in around September | was
in afourth and fifth grade classroom, and then for the
winter and the spring | was in afirst grade classroom.

Q. Sothen at theend of your student teaching,
you obtained your full credential from JFK?

A. Correct.

Q. And after you obtained your credential from
JFK, did you have any employment in public schools?

OPOPOPOP
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for six months was working in aspecial ed classroom, an
SDC classroom, but | was not employed by the district; |
was employed by this private organization.

Q. IsSenecaanacronym? Isit S-E-N --

A. SE-N-E-C-A. It'snot an acronym; it'sjust a
word.

Q. I'won't ask youwhat it means. Any other work
in public school before obtaining your emergency
credential?

A. Not that | can think of.

Q. And now taking the time period between when you
obtained your emergency credential and you obtained your
full credential from JFK University, did you work in any
public schools?

A. | have substituted maybe once or twicein a
classroom with my emergency credential, but | didn't end
up using it to what | thought | was going to useiit
for.

Q. Andwhat did you think you would useit for?

A. | thought | was going to, for awhile, do some
subbing like on aregular basis, but | ended up not
being able to because of my studies.

Q. Andthosewere studies at JFK?

A. Right.

Q. Soin between that time you obtained your
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A. Wdl, | received my credentia in May or June
and then in July | was hired by Hawthorne to take over a
classroom for the last two months of school for a
teacher who had left, and then they kept meonasa
permanent teecher.

Q. And so that would be July of '99?

A. Right, but it was till the same school year
because they were year-round.

Q. Just for my clarification, what does -- the
school year in Hawthorne, is it August/September to
September?

A. Itwas-- a that timeit was August -- no, it
was September to August.

Q. Soyou were hired for the July and August
finishing up?

A. Right.

Q. Andwhat class did you teach for those two
monthsin August -- or July and August of '99 at
Hawthorne?

A. | taught asecond grade sheltered classroom.

Q. Andwhat isashdtered classroom?

A. A shdtered classroom is made up of students
who are English language learners but their parents have
chose them to have them in a classroom whereit's ot
bilingual. So taught in English al day long, but |

4 (Pages 10to 13)
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1 dso have beentrained to shelter the experiencesin a 1 itwasword of mouth.
2 way that they're gaining access. 2 Q. And these were other employees & Hawthorne
3 Sowe use alot of pictures and alot of kinds 3 that told you about the meeting?
4 of song and dance to teach them new vocabulary andnew | 4 A. Yes
5 concepts becauseit's al new language to them. 5 Q. Anddid you go to that meeting? I'm sorry, let
6 Q. Anddidyou -- | think you said that you 6 meback up for asecond.
7 received training specific to sheltered classrooms; is 7 Do you recall what time frame that was?
8 that correct? 8 A. It waswithin the week that the meeting was. |
9 A. Yes 9 Dbdievethe meeting wasin March.
10 Q. Wheredid you receive that training from? 10 Q. Sowould thisbe March 20017
11 A. At JRK; it waswith my credentia program. 11 A. 2001
12 Q. Doyou know if that's part of the general 12 Q. Okay. And you attended that meeting?
13 credentid program for al peopletrying to get a 13 A. Yes
14 multiple subject credential ? 14 Q. Andwhat happened at the meeting?
15 MS. MAJD: Cdlsfor speculation. 15 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague. Cdlsfor a
16 THE WITNESS: | think that programs vary from 16 narrative.
17 school to school. My -- in my program, it was al as 17 THE WITNESS: We just talked about the
18 one, but alot of people don't haveit. A lot of 18 conditions that we had seen in Hawthorne for the times
19 schoolsdon't haveit that way. 19 that we had been there. Some teachers had been there
20 MS. VANSE: Q. Thenyou said youwerehiredby | 20 longer, but | just talked about what | had seen going
21 Hawthorne for the following school yesar; that would be 21 on.
22 the'99/2000 schoal year? And what wereyou hiredas? | 22 MS. VANSE: Q. Anything else?
23 A. Wadl, | just stayed on as that second grade 23 A. Do you want the specifics of what we talked
24 sheltered position. 24 aboutor ...
25 Q. And areyou still employed by Hawthorne? 25 Q. Wdl, I'mjust trying to get a sense of what
Page 15 Page 17
1 A. No, I'mnot. 1 happened. Youwent in, and were you talking to someone
2 Q. Whereareyou at now? 2 about the conditions at Hawthorne or was someone asking
3 A. I'mat International Community School. 3 youquestions? If you could just describe alittle bit
4 Q. And when did you leave your employment with 4 to mewhat happened at that meeting.
5 Hawthorne? 5 A. For awhileweweretaking, | believe, just as
6 A. Attheend of thelast school year. It was 6 agroup. | believe Katayoon and a colleague of herswas
7 2000/2001. 7 taking individudly to people, writing down what we
8 Q. Didyou till teach at Hawthorne for the 8 said, and taking notes and asking questions.
9 2000/2001 school year? 9 Q. Do you know if that's where your declaration
10 A. Yes 10 wasdrafted?
11 Q. Inthesamepostion? 11 A Yes
12 A Yes 12 MS. MAJD: Objection. Callsfor speculation.
13 Q. I'mgoingtotakejust aquick step back and 13 MS. VANSE: Q. Did you actudly draft your
14 ask you some questions about how you learned about this 14 declaration or did someone do that for you?
15 lawsuit. 15 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague. Calsfor
16  A. Okay. 16 speculation.
17 Q. How didyou learn about thislawsuit? 17 THE WITNESS: Someone did it for me.
18  A. During the 2000/2001 school year | wasinvolved 18 MS. VANSE: Q. Did you review the declaration
19 withagroup of teachersin developing a proposd for a 19 onceit had been drafted?
20 new school that would be opening the following year, and 20 A. Yes
21 they were -- they had knowledge of the lawsuit and they 21 Q. Didyou have any changesto the declaration?
22 said that there was going to be this meeting at a coffee 22  A. No.
23 shop where we were going to be meeting with Katayoonand | 23 Q. About how soon after that meeting did you sign
24 some people from the ACLU and talk about some conditions | 24 your declaration?
25 that we had some concerns about at Hawthorne School. So 25 A, lsigneditinApril.
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Page 20

1 Q. Anddidyouhaveany other contact with the 1 students, were those students at Hawthorne or just
2 ACLU after you signed your declaration? And let mejust 2 gudentsingenerd?
3 datethistoyou: In between the time you signed your 3 A. Just studentsin generdl; the plaintiffsin
4 declaration and you prepared for this deposition today? 4 thiscase
5 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague. 5 Q. You mentioned that -- could we go off the
6 MS. VANSE: Q. I'mgoing to strike that and 6 record for asecond?
7 just ask you adifferent question because I'm not even 7 (Discussion was held off the record.)
8 surel want to ask it anymore. 8 MS. VANSE: Q. You mentioned at this meeting
9 When did you first decide that you were going 9 a acoffee shop with the ACLU that you talked about
10 to have your deposition taken in this lawsuit? 10 some conditions you had some concerns with at
11 MS. MAJD: Objection. Assumesfactsnotin 11 Hawthorne. And canyou just give mealist of dl the
12 evidence. 12 conditions at Hawthorne that you had concerns about or
13 THE WITNESS: | believe | was called around 13 have concerns about?
14 September saying that -- 14 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague astotimeand
15 MS. MAJD: I'm going to instruct you not to 15 overbroad. Areyou taking about the specific
16 answer anything that reveals our conversations after we 16 conditions she talked about in that meeting?
17 became -- we decided to represent you. Can you read her 17 MS. VANSE: Q. I'mjust taking about -- and |
18 the question back? 18 don't want to get into awhole like definition of what
19 MS. VANSE: | think it was abad question. 19 your concerns or what a condition is.
20 I'll ask it again. 20 Asyou're saying you had some concerns about
21 Q. Didyou at some point -- did someone ask you at 21 conditions, I'mjust interested as of right now what are
22 some point if you would be willing to have your 22 the concerns about conditions you have, either that
23 deposition taken in this lawsuit? 23 exist at Hawthorne now or existed at the time you taught
24 A. Yes 24 there? If you want to just give me alist of the
25 Q. Andwasthis someone fromthe ACLU? 25 conditions you had concerns with --
Page 19 Page 21
1 A. Yes 1 MS. MAJD: | mean, that's overbroad because
2 Q. Whenwasthat? 2 it'svagueastotimeand it also callsfor speculation
3 A. I'mnot exactly sure. 3 sinceshe'sno longer at Hawthorne.
4 Q. Doyourecdl if it was -- well, you're not 4 THE WITNESS: Do you mean ones that directly
5 aure 5 dffected me or even onesthat | observed because | was
6 In between that time when someone contacted you 6 part of the school community?
7 about potentialy having your deposition taken in this 7 MS. VANSE: Q. | meandl of them.
8 caseand thetime you signed your declaration in April, 8 A. Okay. Thefacilitieswere poor. The buildings
9 did you have any other contact with the ACLU regarding 9 werewaytooold. Mald. Overcrowding. Not enough
10 thislawsuit? 10 cdlassroomsfor dl of the teechers and students.
11  A. No. 11 Roving. Bathroom facilities: not enough of themand in
12 Q. And then you obvioudly decided that you would 12 poor qudity. The cleanliness of the schoal.
13 beokay with having your deposition taken? 13 Q. Anything dse?
14 A Yes 14  A. Themultitrack year-round schedule. Did | say
15 Q. Canyoutdl mewhy you decided you would be 15 roving?
16 willing to have your deposition taken? 16 Q. Yes youdid.
17 MS. MAJD: Again, | just want to remind you not 17 A. Ithink that'sit for now that | can remember.
18 totak about anything that we discussed. 18 Q. Andif you think of any later in the day,
19 THE WITNESS: | fed that the lawsuit hasalot 19 pleasefed freeto come back and supplement thelist.
20 of merit. And| also, in my readings in the newspaper 20 A. Okay.
21 about what I've seen going on with the lawsuit, | realy 21 Q. Andyour concern about facilities, what was
22 fed asense of pride in the students who have gone 22 your concern a Hawthorne?
23 forward with this, and as ateacher | fed it'sredlly 23 MS. MAJD: Vagueastotime.
24  important to support them and whet they do. 24 MS. VANSE: Q. Let mejust ask you thisfirst:
25 MS. VANSE: Q. Andwhen you referred to 25 Sinceyou left Hawthorne to go to the International --
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Page 24

1 A. Community Schoal. 1 Q. Anyother concernsyou had about the facilities
2 Q. -- Community Schoal, have you been back to the 2 & Hawthorne while you were teaching there?
3 Hawthorne site? 3  A. Notthat | canthink of.
4 A. No, | have nat. 4 Q. And| think you just mentioned, talked about --
5 Q. Haveyou taked to anyone that's still at 5 alittle bit about why the portables were there because
6 Hawthorne regarding the conditions at the school that 6 the school kept growing. Was that something you learned
7 you had concerns about? 7 from someone else or you just formed your own opinion?
8 A. | have not specifically talked to people, but 8 A. Tha'swhat | learned through the history of
9 I've heard things from other people who have talked to 9 theschooal.
10 people. 10 Q. Didyou read that somewhere or did someonetell
11 Q. Andsolet mejust ask you this. During the 11 thattoyou?
12 time frame you were at Hawthorne, what were your 12 A. No,itwasword of mouth.
13 concerns about the facilities? 13 Q. Doyouknow if thereis il portables at
14  A. Therewas approximately 15 to 18 portables that 14 Hawthorne?
15 wereover 35 years old and they were basicdly in 15 MS. MAJD: Cadllsfor speculation.
16 disrepair. They no longer had good paint. They didn't 16 THEWITNESS: Thereareafew, | believe, but
17 have good ventilation. They smelled musty or possibly 17 they demolished them at the end of the last school
18 moldy; athough, | don't think they were ever tested. 18 year.
19 Theywerejust dusty and dirty. 19 MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know why they demolished
20 They were never properly cleaned at the end of 20 some of them at the last school year?
21 each year because as ayear-round school wedonthavea | 21 A. Because they condemn them unsuitable to
22 summer vacation. We dont have three monthswherethe | 22  habitat.
23 deaning crew can comein and do a deep cleaning. So 23 Q. Andyou mentioned there was amold problem with
24 they werejust kind of dirty and rundown. That was just 24 the DCH building?
25 the-- that wasjust the portables. 25 A. Yes
Page 23 Page 25
1 Then there was this other building called the 1 Q. Andwasthat problem ever fixed?
2 DCH building, which had amold problem. Therewasan | 2 MS. MAJD: Cadllsfor speculation.
3 actua report written up about it. And the bathrooms 3 THE WITNESS: They demolished the building.
4 kind of go in the facilities one also. The bathrooms 4 MS. VANSE: Q. Do you recal when that was?
5 that we did have, you know, the pipes were very, very 5 A. | believeit wasin the spring of the -- the
6 old and so the toilets would get overflowed quite often, 6 spring or the summer of 1999/2000 school year. Probably
7 and there wasn't enough bathrooms to service 1400 7 closer to the summer.
8 studentsin asanitary way. 8 Q. Do you know if the mold problem in the DCH
9 Q. Any other concerns you had about the facilities 9 building was new?
10 a Hawthorne? 10 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.
11 MS. MAJD: Vague astotime again. 11 THEWITNESS: | have no idea.
12 MS. VANSE: Q. Andthisisjust while you were 12 MS. VANSE: Q. Didyouwork inthe DCH
13 ateacher there. 13 building?
14 A. Okay. Well, asaschool -- | mean, | think way 14  A. Mycdassroomwas not in the DCH building, but |
15 back at the beginning of schools it was never expected 15 was oftenin there collaborating with teachers during
16 that there was going to be portables in schools, and so 16 mesetings.
17 asthe school got bigger and bigger they had to put more 17 Q. Youmentioned that another one of your concerns
18 classrooms, so they put portables. So the only place 18 about Hawthorne was that it was an old building; is that
19 you could put a portable is on the playground. 19 correct?
20 S0 the teachers who have their classesin 20 A. Partsof it were.
21 portables had to endure the noise of recess and lunch 21 Q. Andwhat wasyour concern?
22 recessevery day. That meant yelling and screaming. 22 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague. It'saso
23 That meant balls bouncing all over the place on your 23 overbroad. Assumestheré's only one building at
24 walls. Kids running on your porch and stuff because 24 Hawthorne.
25 vyou'reright there on the playground. 25 THEWITNESS: | think that with old buildings
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Page 28

1 that aren't renovated on a consistent basis, the pipes 1 A. | believe only the DCH building was tested.
2 wereextremely old and do not handle the overuse of 2 Q. Didyou ever inquire as to whether other
3 them, especialy in the bathrooms. 3 buildings at Hawthorne had been investigated for mold at
4 MS. VANSE: Q. Any other concernsthat you had 4 thetime the DCH building had been?
5 regarding parts of Hawthorne being old buildings? 5 A. | asked my principal if the portablesin my
6 A. Wel, with the portables being old, | think 6 areacould also be tested, but there was never any
7 thereisadifference between the permanent buildings 7 follow-up from her on that.
8 and the portables, because the main building was okay. 8 Q. Any other concerns that you had about certain
9 It wasbuilt as a huge concrete structure, and it was 9 buildings at Hawthorne being old buildings?
10 huilttolast alongtime. But the portables, | mean, | 10 A. Not necessarily a concern about them being old,
11 don't believe are built to last morethan 10 or 15 11 no, but I have other concerns about the portables
12 years. Sothey had just outlived their prime and they 12 themselves.
13 werevery dirty and musty smelling and there was no 13 Q. Andwhat were some of your other concerns about
14 ventilation. The portable | wasin had two windows that 14 the portables?
15 wereabout that big (indicating.) 15 A. Thelack of air and ventilation. Some of the
16 MS. MAJD: Can you try to describe that for the 16 portablesthat were on the playground were in areally
17 court reporter because she can't teke it down? 17 bad direct sunlight, and so during hot weather,
18 THE WITNESS: My window was a foot-and-a-half 18 especidly in the summer months, they would get in
19 by afoot wide, probably two windows, that did not 19 excess of 85 to 90 degrees inside with no
20 open. Sotheonly sunlight that entered my classroomis 20 air-conditioning available.
21 if | had the doors open. And they were just dusty and 21 Q. Any other concerns you had about the portables
22 dirty. 22  themselves?
23 MS. VANSE: Q. Andyou'rereferring 23 MS. MAJD: We're limiting this to the time --
24 specifically to the portables right now? 24 MS. VANSE: Q. Yes, just the time you were a
25 A Yes 25 teacher.
Page 27 Page 29
1 Q. Beingdusty and dirty? 1 A. | don'tbelievesoat thistime.
2 A. Yes 2 Q. You aso mentioned that one of the concerns you
3 Q. Any other concerns you had about the -- certain 3 had about Hawthorne was the mold. Was that what we've
4 buildings a Hawthorne being old buildings? 4 dready discussed with the DCH building?
5 A. Therésaways the concern, athough nobody 5 A. Yes
6 ever investigated it, that with buildings that are 35, 6 Q. Werethere any concerns you had about mold
7 40 yearsold, what kind of building materials were used 7  other than the DCH building? | think you mentioned you
8 back then? And the mold was always a concern; athough, 8 had also asked about your particular classroom.
9 they never investigated the portablesfor it. They just 9 A. Yeah, meand some of the people who had
10 investigated that DCH building. And peeling paint was 10 classroomsthat were similar to mine, | just noticed
11 awaysaproblem. 11 that there was dways amusty smell and | just -- it's
12 Q. Doyou know why the DCH building was 12 just better to be safe than sorry. | just redly wanted
13 investigated for mold? 13 somebody to tell me yes or no whether the building had
14 MS. MAJD: Callsfor speculation. 14 moldor if it wasjust old smelling.
15 THE WITNESS: I'm not exactly sure of the exact 15 Q. Yousadyou spoketo your principal about
16 sequence of eventsthat put that in mation, no. 16 getting your classroom tested, right?
17 MS. VANSE: Q. Areyou aware generaly of why 17 A Yes
18 it wasinvestigated for mold? 18 Q. Anddidyou spesk to your principa on multiple
19  A. | bdievethat visualy people could see 19 occasions about having your classroom tested for mold?
20 something that they thought might be mold, and so the 20  A. | don'tknow if multiple occasions. Maybe once
21 digtrict had ordered the EPA or somebody to come out and 21 ortwice.
22 test the building. 22 Q. Ithink you said your principa never followed
23 Q. Doyou know if other buildings at Hawthorne 23 up with you on having your room tested; isthat correct?
24  wereinvestigated or tested for mold at the sametime 24 MS. MAJD: Mischaracterizes testimony.
25 that the DCH building was? 25 THE WITNESS: | think | said that it was never
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1 followed up onin the sense that my portable was never 1 doesn't dlow them to be apart of acommunity, which |
2 tested, so maybe | should have said followed through on. 2 think alsoledto alot of discipline problems. | think
3 MS. VANSE: Q. Did your principd ever tell 3 it'shard when there's 63 teachers and 1400 students for
4 you why your portable had not been tested? 4 ateacher to get to know any number of students and for
5 A. No. 5 childrento fed that they know the people around them
6 Q. Didyou speak to anyone el se other than your 6 tofed safe. Andl don't think that it was a safe
7 principa about having your portable tested for mold? 7 placeinthat emotional sense or in the physical sense
8 A. Y ou mean requesting from somebody else? 8 because of the playground chaos.
9 Q. Yeah, doarequest. 9 Q. Any other concerns about overcrowding a
10  A. No, I never requested from anybody else. 10 Hawthorne?
11 Q. Any other concerns you had about mold at 11 A. Because of the overcrowding and the fact that
12 Hawthorne? 12 wedidn't have enough classroomsfor all the students,
13 A. No. 13  wewere on amultitrack schedule. So not only were we
14 Q. Anather concern you mentioned that you had 14 year-round, we were also multitracked.
15 regarding Hawthorne was overcrowding. And what were | 15 Q. And do you have concerns about multitracked
16 your concerns about overcrowding? 16 schedulesfor education?
17 A. Wedl, the school had approximately 1400 17 A. Yes
18 sudents and, first, there was just not enough bathrooms 18 Q. Beforel get to that, any other concerns that
19 tosupport 1400 students. And the other thing was that 19 you had about overcrowding at Hawthorne?
20 with 1400 students there was not enough classrooms for 20 A. No, because| think theyll fall under the
21 Al of them, so some teachers did not have a permanent 21 multitrack.
22 classroom for their students. They would have to move 22 Q. Andwhat are your concerns about multitrack
23 every month to a different room, which was roving. 23 schedules at Hawthorne?
24 Which was one of my other concerns. 24 MS. MAJD: Objection. It assumesfactsnotin
25 Q. Any other concerns you had about overcrowding 25 evidence. Well, it'svagueastotime.
Page 31 Page 33
1 a Hawthorne? 1 MS. VANSE: Q. Again, al these questions are
2 A. The playground was not adequate space to have 2 just during the time you were employed at Hawthorne.
3 between 900 and 1000 students out there at any given 3 A, Wael, withamultitrack schedule, there was
4 time. Bascally, it wasjust aseaof children who were 4 one-fourth of the school because we had four tracks: A,
5 tumbling al over each other. There was hardly enough 5 B,C,andD. Soonequarter of the school was on
6 gpacefor themto run around let doneto get a 6 vacation at any giventime. So even though aquarter of
7 dructured game going to keep themsdves occupied, and 7 your school is gone, school istill going on and
8 therewasalot of fights and chaos and it just -- the 8 teachers are meeting and teachers are planning, but
9 playground was redly horrible for the kids. 9 there's certain teachers who are not there. And then
10 Q. Any other concerns about overcrowding at 10 when they come back, there'salot of having to catch
11 Hawthorne? 11 people up and whatnot.
12 A. Becausethere was so many students, we had 12 And for the students -- | mean, | know | felt
13 to-- there was only two cafeterias, and in order to get 13 kind of weird leaving knowing that decisions are being
14 everybody to eat lunch, lunches were started a about 14 made at my school when I'm on vacation, and students
15 11:00 o'clock, and lunch hour ran from about 11:00 15 would come back and there would be new rules about the
16 o'clock to about 1:00 o'clock, which meant that, one, 16 playground made and just -- there was not a continuity
17 the cafeteriawas dways crowded, but aso from 11:00 17 of stuff going on because so many things could changein
18 o'clock to 1:00 o'clock there was students on the 18 amonth at the schoal while you're gone.
19 playground which meant that if you had a classroom on 19 And it also made it hard for teachersto
20 the playground you had alot of noise for that 20 collaborate together because as a second grade circuit
21 dgnificant amount of time, except for the 30 minutes 21 wewould try and meet together to kind of make our
22 your own kids were at lunch. 22 program -- to collaborate to make sure were all
23 Q. Any other concerns you had about overcrowding 23 teaching the same things at the same time to give some
24 a Hawthorne? 24 continuity, but with a quarter of us always gone and
25 A. |think having that many studentsin a school 25 aways coming back, it realy hampered the communication
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1 to provide acontinuous, good educetion. 1 lesson plansand plan for your children, you have to

2 And then having to collaborate then with the 2 worry about moving al your stuff which takes quite a

3 first grade teachers below us and the third grade 3 it of time and effort. There was|oss of instruction

4 teachers above usto redly stretch out that continuum 4 time because of packing and unpacking.

5 to make sure were following through grade through grade 5 Q. Any other concerns you had about not having

6 wasredly difficult. 6 enough classrooms at Hawthorne?

7 Q. Any other concerns you had about multitrack at 7 A. Therewasarule at Hawthorne that ateacher

8 Hawthorne? 8 would only haveto rove onetimein their career there,

9 A. No, just mostly thelack of consistency. 9 and so at the end of the year when the names were being
10 MS. VANSE: Let's go off the record and take a 10 drawn out of the hat who would rove the next year, then
11 break. 11 people who roved the year before wouldn't be eligible.
12 (Whereupon, arecess was taken.) 12 There was never arule set up for studentslike
13 MS. VANSE: Q. Could you repeat the last 13 only one class will only have to rove once, so there
14 question and answer, please. 14  could be students a Hawthorne from kindergarten through
15 (Record read by the reporter asfollows: 15 fifth grade there that could have roved three timesin
16 "Q. Any other concerns you had about 16 their whole career. One year isbad enough, but have to
17 multitrack at Hawthorne? 17 do that more than once through your whole career isjust
18 "A. No, just mostly the lack of 18 unacceptable.

19 consistency.") 19 Q. Doyouknow of any particular instances that
20 MS. VANSE: Q. Another concern that you 20 that happened to a student that they were in aroving
21  mentioned that you had about Hawthorne was not having 21 classroom for more than one year?
22 enough classrooms; isthat correct? 22 MS. MAJD: Callsfor speculation.
23 A Yes 23 THE WITNESS: | remember talking to ateacher
24 Q. Andwhat were your concerns about not having 24 about this and | made that comment one time to ateacher
25 enough classrooms at Hawthorne? 25 and that teacher had recalled, oh yeah, there was a
Page 35 Page 37

1 A. Wedl, because there wasn't enough classrooms, 1 student who had roved last year and had roved again

2 certain teachers did not have a classroom, and so what 2 because hejust happened to go to ateacher who had to

3 theywoulddois, it'scdled roving. And because there 3 rove

4 was dways people going out on vacation, therewouldbe | 4 MS. VANSE: Q. Other than talking to that one

5 empty classrooms for one month. So the teachers would 5 teacher, were you ever personally aware of a student

6 move from classroom to classroom to classroom every 6 that had to rove more than one time at Hawthorne?

7 month. And so they'd have to pack up all their stuff, 7 A . No.

8 moveadl their stuff, and unpack al of their stuff ina 8 Q. Any other concerns you had about not having

9 cdlassroom that's basicaly till redly filled with 9 enough classrooms at Hawthorne?

10 stuff of the vacationing teacher. 10  A. |think that the roving factor really disrupted

11 And then at the end of the month, or three 11 ateacher's, kind of their, flow. Y ou know, you getin

12 weeks sometimes, they would repack up al their stuff 12 your rules and your routines and you have your own

13 and then move on to the next classroom, which createda | 13 space, you have your own desk, you know where everything
14 sense of chaos for the students because | think students 14 isinyour classroom, and then all of a sudden you don't

15 redlly need aplaceto cal their own where their own 15 havethat anymore and you're living out of boxes.

16 artwork is on thewals and they know where everything 16 I know. | had to rove for three months, and |

17 is. Andthey'retold not to touch things because you 17 never knew where anything was. | was constantly looking
18 can't touch the other teacher's materials and stuff. 18 for things and it just really disrupted my ability to

19 It's just another thing that added to the sense 19 focus on the planning for the children because

20 of alack of community for the students. If you see all 20 couldn't find things and | didn't know where things

21 the other students have a classroom to cdl their own 21 were, which redly impacted the learning program for my
22 but you don't have one, it just doesn't make you fed a 22  students.

23 part of the community. And for the teacher, | mean, 23 Q. Anyother concerns you had about not having

24 having to pack and unpack, repack and pack, just adds 24 enough classrooms at Hawthorne?

25 to-- just adds more chaos. When you're trying to do 25 A, | think that the teachers who had to rove for a
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year, they -- because they were always in a sense of
chaos, they weren't as present at mestings and
collaboration times. And so | think that it not only
disrupted them in their classrooms, it kind of was aso
disruptive to the whole teaching community because the
people who had to rove were not as present emotionaly
and mentally in meetings and stuff because they just had
all these other concerns going on in their classrooms,
which kind of didn't help with the collaboration and the
unifying work that we were trying to do as a staff and a
school community.

Q. Any other concerns about not having enough
classrooms?

A. No.

Q. When you mentioned before that one of the
concerns you had regarding Hawthorne was roving, was
that tied in to what we've just been talking about with
not having enough classrooms?

A. Yes

Q. Any other concerns you had about roving other
than what weve just discussed?

A. No, not that | can think of right now.

Q. You mentioned that another concern you hed
regarding Hawthorne were the bathroom facilities, and |
think we've talked about that alittle bit aready when
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100 yards or more even to find a bathroom that's open
and available, and in aneighborhood thet is not the
safest and in a public campus that's open to anybody to
walk on and off of, it created some safety issues for
younger students to be walking out when everybody else
isinclass.

Q. Any other concerns you had about the bathrooms
at Hawthorne?

A. A lot of times, or sometimes, actualy, my
students would come and tell me that the bathrooms were
locked and they wouldn't know whereto goto use a
bathroom, and they would tell me that there was no paper
towels. That's about it for now.

Q. Any other concerns you had about the bathroom
facilities at Hawthorne?

A. Not at thistime.

Q. You aso mentioned you had concerns regarding
the cleanliness of Hawthorne. And what were your
concerns about the cleanliness of Hawthorne?

A. Waél, my main concern was the cleanliness of
the bathrooms, first of al. Although the custodians
would clean them every night, when you have 1400
students using a bathroom one to two times during the
day, the bathrooms could get very dirty. The custodians
would try as much as they could to clean them --
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we talked about the building being old and the
facilities.

Other than what we've already talked about,
what were your concerns about the bathroom fecilities at
Hawthorne?

A. Weél, asl've stated before, | don't think that
the number of bathrooms on the campus was enough for the
number of students that we had. And because there was
so many students going in and out of bathrooms, they got
pretty dirty pretty fast and so they always seemed to be
dirty. They aways seemed to not have enough toilet
paper. They always seemed to not have soap.

Because the pipes were so old in the -- on the
playground, there was dl the portables | had talked
about; there was aso a portable building that was
bathroom stalls. And because those weren't very -- they
were very old and weren't meant to support 1,000
students using them at lunch, they were often
overflowed, or they were often closed down because they
weren't working properly.

Q. Any other concerns you had regarding the
bathroom facilities at Hawthorne?

A. Because there weren't enough bathrooms,
sometimes students had to -- most classrooms did not
have bathrooms in them and alot of students had to walk
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re-clean them maybe every hour or so, and they till
were awaysfilthy.

And it just did not seem that we were provided
enough custodia staff to clean everything, the garbage
cans, the dirt on the yard, the bathrooms, the hallways,
the cafeteria. The campus seemed way too huge for the
number of custodians that we were assigned.

Q. Do you know how many custodians were assigned
to Hawthorne?

MS. MAJD: Vague. Callsfor speculation.

(Ms. Lucas exits the deposition room.)

THE WITNESS: | believe during the day we had
two custodians and at night there were two or three,
but for most of thetime | was there, if not al of the
time, we did not have a permanent -- we had maybe one
permanent night custodian and the rest were always subs,
and sometimes there was a sub and sometimes there wasn't
asub.

And there was at |least once or twice aweek
where our classrooms wouldn't get swept or they wouldn't
have the garbage taken out because there wasn't asub
available.

MS. VANSE: Q. Any other concerns you had
regarding the cleanliness at Hawthorne?

A. | think because of the year-round schedule, it
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1 meadeit hard for the deep cleaning to happen that alot 1 condition of the portables at Hawthorne?
2 of schools are afforded because they have the three 2 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague asto condition of
3 months of summer off. 3 portables. Overbroad.
4 And 0, | mean, | know that alot of classrooms 4 THE WITNESS: | think all teachers who werein
5 inthesummer dl the furnitureis stacked right in the 5 portables were not happy with them and would have
6 middle of your classroom and everything is dusted really 6 concerns.
7 wél. If you have blindsin your room, they're cleaned 7 MS. VANSE: Q. Did you ever bring your
8 and dusted; the tops of cabinets are dusted; and then 8 concerns up with anyone at the district in Oakland about
9 thefurnitureis moved out and dl the floors are 9 theportables?
10 completely waxed. You basicaly, on thefirst day of 10  A. | persondlydid not, but I know that it was
11 school when you get there, you walk into aredly nice 11 brought up by our principal.
12 clean classroom. 12 Q. How do you know it was brought up by your
13 And usually school was closed for two weeks at 13 principa?
14 theend of August before school then started up again in 14  A. Because shewould tell me of conversations that
15 September, which was not enough time for any of thatto | 15 shewould have with district personnel.
16 happen. Wewere lucky to get our floors completely 16 Q. Didshetdl youwhat the district -- how the
17 mopped for the start of the new school year. 17 district had responded to her?
18 Q. So before when you were describing a classroom 18 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.
19 being cleaned and dusted, that was not at Hawthorne? 19 MS. VANSE: Q. I'mjust talking about the
20 A. Exactly. That wasat schools who had the three 20 portables now.
21 months of summer off. 21 A. lassume-- | redly have noidea, but | assume
22 Q. And then Hawthorne was closed for twoweeksin | 22 that not alot was accomplished because, | mean, we
23 August? 23 never got our ventilation changed until they finally
24  A. Approximatey two weeks, give or teke. 24 decided to demolish the buildings and condemn them. But
25 Q. Any other concerns you had about cleanliness at 25 for the years prior to that happening, there was nothing
Page 43 Page 45
1 Hawthorne? 1 happening.
2 A. Notthat | canthink of. 2 Q. Didyour principal ever tell you anything that
3 Q. Going back to portables, you mentioned that one 3 someone at the district had responded to her with
4 of your concerns was the lack of air and ventilation, 4 regarding the condition of the portables at Hawthorne?
5 correct? 5 A. Not specificaly, no.
6 A. Yes 6 Q. Doyou know if there are ill problemswith
7 Q. Didyou ever talk to anyone at Hawthorne -- and 7 ar and ventilation in portables at Hawthorne?
8 by that | mean the administration, not other teachers -- 8 MS. MAJD: Objection. Compound.
9 regarding the lack of air and ventilation concerns you 9 THE WITNESS: If there are any portables left,
10 had about the portables? 10 I'msurethe problem continues. They did demolisha
11 A. | cantrecdl aspecifictime, but at faculty 11 dgnificant number, if not al of them. But becausel
12 mestings| dorecdl conversations where we would talk 12 haven't been back since | l&ft, I'm not sure asto the
13 about when wed be getting the new portables and why we 13 number that remain.
14 want new portables. But | can't recal aspecific 14 MS. VANSE: Q. When we were talking about mold
15 time. 15 you mentioned that there had been amold problemin the
16 Q. Andwhileyouwerea Hawthorne, was there 16 DCH building at Hawthorne, correct?
17 anything done to improve airflow or ventilation in the 17 A Yes
18 portables? 18 Q. Andthat DCH building had been demoalished; is
19 MS. MAJD: Cadllsfor speculation. Vague. 19 that correct?
20 THEWITNESS: Not the ventilation, no. We were 20 A. Yes
21 given swamp coolersto try and cut down on the heat 21 Q. Wasitrebuilt, do you know?
22 problemthat | mentioned earlier, but in the classrooms 22 A. No, it wasnot rebuilt. They instead replaced
23 that had the direct sunlight they were ineffective. 23 the number of classrooms that were in that building with
24 MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know if there were other 24 new portables.
25 teachers at Hawthorne who had concerns about the 25 Q. AndjustsolI'mclear, when wewerejust
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talking about al or a significant number of portables
had been demolished or taken away, do these include the
new portables that were installed to replace the DCH
building?
A. No.
MS. MAJD: Mischaracterizes her testimony. Can
you read back the last question?
(Record read by the reporter asfollows:
"Q. Andjust soI'mclear, when we were
just talking about all or asignificant
number of portables had been demolished or
taken away, do these include the new
portables that were installed to replace the
DCH building?")
THE WITNESS: No, those buildings -- those new
portables still remain.
MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know why Hawthorne had
1400 students attend -- actudly, strike that. I'm
going to ask adifferent question.
Do you know the capacity that Hawthorne was
designed to hold as far as the number of students?
MS. MAJD: Objection. Callsfor speculation.
Cdlsfor alega conclusion.
THE WITNESS: At the beginning Hawthorne was
only one building, which is called the Hawthorne
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A. Through word of mouth and just talking to
teachers about how the school came about.

Q. And you mentioned that some of the -- there was
an influx of students continuing into Hawthorne but
Oakland was not building new schoals, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Do you know why Oakland was not building new
schools?

MS. MAJD: Callsfor speculation.

THEWITNESS: | have no idea.

MS. VANSE: Q. Did you ever express your
concerns regarding overcrowding to any of the
administration at Hawthorne?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Overbroad.

THEWITNESS: | believethat | talked with my
principal about issues on overcrowding and roving, yes.

MS. VANSE: Q. And I'll bregk thisdown a
little bit asto -- because you had severa concerns.

Y ou mentioned one of your concerns about overcrowding
was that there was not adequate space for children on
the playground, correct?

A. Yes

Q. Didyou ever talk to anyone in the
administration at Hawthorne about your concern regarding
the playground?
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building, and it shared some space with the Whitten
building, which was a separate schoal, and | believeit
was aschool for developmentally challenged and
physically chalenged students. It waskind of a
specid school for those students.

And then as the community around Hawthorne grew
and no more schools were built, Hawthorne School started
getting an influx of alot more students and eventudly
Hawthorne School took over the Whitten building and so
there was no longer the specia needs kidsin that
schooal; it then became part of Hawthorne Schoal.

And just as more and more students entered the
neighborhood and no more schools were being built in
Oakland, the school just continued to have more and more
students enrolled. And so every time there was more
students they would bring more portables on and that's
how the school ended up being so big because Oakland
hadn't been opening any new schools but the community
was growing and the number of children needing to be
serviced was growing.

MS. VANSE: Q. Andyou'vejust kind of
described to me like a history of Hawthorne?

A. Yes
Q. How did you come about learning that history of
Hawthorne?
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A. Yes | did.

Q. Andwho did you speak with?

A. Theprincipal.

Q. And did sherespond at dl regarding your
concerns?

A. Her -- she usualy responded to something to
the effect that her hands were tied; there's nothing she
can do because we can't move the kids out for lunch. |
mean, we couldn't extend lunch any longer from going
from 11:00 until 1:00. | mean, if we wanted to start
lunch at 10:00 in the morning and go until 2:00 in the
afternoon, then obvioudly that would make less kids on
the playground, but at some point you can't have kids
eating lunch at 10:00 in the morning.

So sheredly felt her hands weretied on alot
of issuesthat | talked to her about.

Q. Do you know if your principal ever spoketo
anyone in the Oakland Unified School Didtrict about the
problem or your concern with adequate space for children
on the playground a Hawthorne?

MS. MAJD: Callsfor speculation.

THE WITNESS: | don't know specificaly, but |
assumethat -- | mean, things have been changing at
Hawthorne, so | assume that she did take peopl€'s
concerns. | don't know if it was the day that | spoke
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1 toher and she took my concern specificaly, but the 1 would visit Hawthorne, correct?
2 digtrict was very aware of what was going on & our 2  A. Onceinawhile, yes.
3 school because | believe our principd did voice her 3 Q. Doyou know how often that would occur?
4 opinion alot about things. But | can't say that it was 4 MS. MAJD: Callsfor speculation.
5 gpecificaly my particular concern on aday that would 5 THE WITNESS: Inthetwo yearsthat | taught at
6 gspark her to cdl the didtrict. 6 Hawthorne, | believe maybe three times there was -- that
7 MS. VANSE: Q. You just mentioned that you 7 | can remember -- there was somebody from the district
8 thought the digtrict was very aware of what was going 8 there
9 on. Wasthat dueto anything other than your 9 MS. VANSE: Q. Werethosethreetimesthat
10 principd'sinteraction with the district? 10 someone was from the district at Hawthorne, was that
11 MS. MAJD: Objection. Cdlsfor speculation 11 specificaly to visit the campus? By that | mean not
12 and mischaracterizestestimony. Go ahead. 12 for some other meeting or purpose, they were thereto
13 THE WITNESS: | know that at times peoplefrom | 13 observe or look at what was going on at Hawthorne?
14 thedistrict would visit our campus, so | think that 14 MS. MAJD: Objection. Callsfor speculation.
15 that firsthand awarenessled toit. If an 15 Vague. Compound.
16 administrative from the digtrict ever came down to the 16 THE WITNESS: No, thetimesthat | remember
17 school for ameeting or something, some -- you know, we | 17 that | actually saw them, so they were therefor -- to
18 would usudly bring up concernsthat we had evenifthat | 18 addressthe staff and the faculty for some reason about
19 wasn't why they were down a our school visiting. 19 something.
20 I don't know of specific people making specific 20 MS. VANSE: Q. Y ou aso mentioned that things
21 callsto specific individuals in the district; | never 21 have been changing a& Hawthorne, correct?
22 did. But wewere dwaystold that things were trying to 22 A Yes
23 befigured out on how to help us; dthough, | didn't see 23 Q. What things have been changing at Hawthorne?
24 much happeninthetimel wasthere. 24 A. They demolished the DCH building and brought in
25 MS. VANSE: Q. Andwhen you said that you 25 new portablesto replace those classrooms. They
Page 51 Page 53
1 weretold things were trying to be fixed at the schooal, 1 demolished the mgjority, if not dl, of the 35-year-old
2 wasthat something someone from the district wastelling 2 portables on the playground and are in the process of
3 you? 3 replacing those with a new permanent portable building
4 MS. MAJD: Objection. Mischaracterizes 4 of somesort.
5 testimony. 5 Q. Any other changes that you're aware of that are
6 THE WITNESS: Yes. For instance, at onetime | 6 going on a Hawthorne?
7 remember the superintendent had come and had promised 7 A. No. Oh, yes, thereis one more.
8 us, because overcrowding was one of our mgjor concerns, 8 Q. Whatisthat?
9 and he had promised that our enrollment would be capped. 9 A. A new school was opened, the one that I'm
10 Which means, that once we reached, | believe it was, 10 currently at, which the intent was that if a new school
11 1300, that we wouldn't be allowed to take any more 11 openswith 300 students that will reduce the amount of
12 students. When registration time came, he didn't follow 12 Hawthorne's enrollment by 300 students. And so that's
13 through on that and he told other schools to send us all 13 been put in process by the digtrict, but | can't -- |
14 their extrastudents. 14 can't besureif it actualy reduced the enrollment at
15 MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know why he didn't 15 Hawthorne.
16 follow through with the enrollment cap? 16 Q. Wasthat the -- do you know, was that the
17  A. | don't specificaly know why, but | would 17 intent of the district in opening the schooal, to reduce
18 assume because there was nowhere else for these students 18 enrollment at Hawthorne?
19 togo and there wasn't room at those other schools, and 19 MS. MAJD: Objection. Cdlsfor speculation
20 children haveto bein school, so they would have to 20 and assumes facts not in evidence.
21 cometo our schoal. 21 THEWITNESS: Yes.
22 Q. Didanyoneever explain to you why the 22 MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know if there were other
23 enrollment cap promise was not kept? 23 schools-- gtrike that.
24 A. No. 24 Do you know if Hawthorneis ill ona
25 Q. Youmentioned that at times district personnel 25 multitrack schedule?
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A. No, they are not.

Q. Do you know if teachers at Hawthorne or some
teachers a Hawthorne gtill have to rove from classroom
to classroom?

MS. MAJD: Cdlsfor speculation.

THE WITNESS: At the end of last year, the
2000/2001 schoal year, when they demolished dl of the
portables, it was promised to the school community that
the new building that they were putting in would be
ready on thefirst day of school, and that did not
happen.

And s0 just from word of mouth, I've heard on
thefirst day of school the portables that had been
demolished those teachers did not have a classroom to go
in, so they housed one class in the library and one
classonthe stage. I'm not exactly sure if they found
aplacefor everyone, but there redlly wouldn't be
anywhere to rove because everybody was there dl at one
time. So there was no roving, but not everybody had a
red classroom.

MS. VANSE: Q. And you may have mentioned
this before, and that was because there was not -- the
new portables were not at Hawthorne or why were there
not enough classrooms at Hawthorne at the beginning of
2000/2001 school year?
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Q. Do you know if your principal at Hawthorne was
aware of your concerns regarding the bathroom facilities?

MS. MAJID: Cdlsfor speculation. It's
overbroad.

THE WITNESS: | believe she was.

MS. VANSE: Q. Why do you believe she was
aware of or the concerns you described regarding the
bathroom facilities?

A. Because | know people have talked to her about
it, and it's been the topic of faculty mestings.

Q. Do you know if anyone at the Oakland Unified
Schoal District was aware of the concerns you described
about the bathroom fecilities at Hawthorne?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Cdlsfor speculation.
Vague.

THE WITNESS: | believe that they were because,
like | said before, | know my principa had avery
strong voice when it came to talking about al the
problems at Hawthorne.

MS. VANSE: Q. While you were a Hawthorne,
did the school take any action to improve the
cleanliness of the facilities, the bathroom facilities?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Cdlsfor speculation.

THEWITNESS. Yes. We came up with aplan
where the custodians would clean the bathrooms more
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MS. MAJD: Cdlsfor speculation.

THE WITNESS:. Because the building they were
building was not finished yet. It actually hadn't been
started by the start of school.

MS. VANSE: Q. Thiswasthe new permanent
portable building?

A. Yeah, it was atwo-story permanent portable
building.

Q. Do you know if that building is now complete?

A. 1donotknow. | think it was scheduled to be
completed around this time right now.

Q. But you don't know whether it actudly is?

A. No.

Q. Do you know if there have been any additiond
bathrooms added to Hawthorne since you |eft?

A. Wédl, the portable bathroom was demolished
and -- but | believe that the new building replacing al
those portables will have a bathroom attached to it, but
| don't think extra bathrooms have been added.
Bathrooms that have been demolished have just been
replaced.

Q. Do you know if there's been any, since you left
Hawthorne, any change in the cleanlinessin the
bathrooms at Hawthorne?

A. | havenoidea
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often instead of just a night, but they just couldn't
keep up with the volume of kids using the facilities.

MS. VANSE: Q. While you were at Hawthorne,
was there anything done to improve the amount of
suppliesin the bathroom facilities at Hawthorne?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Callsfor speculation.
Vague.

THEWITNESS: Well, | believe at the time that
they were doing the extra cleaning time that we had set
up, that they would also be restocking the bathrooms.

MS. VANSE: Q. And when you mentioned that we
came up with aplan, is that something that staff and
faculty at Hawthorne came up with to help remedy the
concerns of the bathroom?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Compound.
THEWITNESS: Yes. | remember during a
faculty meeting this had been a topic that somebody had

brought up, and in a discussion it was agreed that the
custodians would, on top of everything else they had to
do, was go and check the bathrooms. | think we didn't
say every hour because that would be too much, but at
least every two hours to recheck the bathrooms and make
sure they were clean and stocked. Except, the problem
was with that plan, was that we were adding that to
everything el se they had to do which was aready too
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1 much for themto accomplish, so it was hard to keep 1 of it or whether or not you should call abuildings and
2 everything clean. 2 grounds person?
3 MS. VANSE: Q. Y ou mentioned that some of the 3 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.
4 portable bathroom stalls were often overflowed; is that 4 THE WITNESS: | don't remember if it was
5 correct? 5 gpecificaly explained to me on my first day of work
6 A Yes 6 there but | remember being able to go to the secretary
7 Q. Andwhat would happen when one of the stalls 7 and saying, My door's broken, what do | do about it?
8 would overflow? 8 And the secretary would take care of contacting
9 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague. Calsfor 9 buildings and grounds.
10 speculation. 10 MS. VANSE: Q. Y ou mentioned also one of the
1 THE WITNESS: The bathroom would be locked. 11 concerns you had about the bathroom fecilities at
12 MS. VANSE: Q. Would the bathroom be fixed or 12 Hawthorne related to safety of students, correct?
13 the tal be fixed? 13 A Yes
14 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague and compound. 14 Q. Whileyouwere a Hawthorne was there -- was
15 THE WITNESS: | assume that, yeah, he -- | 15 anything ever done to help improve student safety
16 mean, the immediate problem was solved, but | mean it 16 regarding the bathroom facilities or walking to the
17 kept happening over and over again. The fact that the 17 bathroom facilities?
18 pipeswere old and not capable of handling so much waste 18 MS. MAJD: Objection. Cdlsfor speculation.
19 wasn't ever fixed. 19 Compound.
20 MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know if the bathroom 20 THEWITNESS: | don't know if this started
21 gadlswerefixed by the custodians at Hawthorne? 21 during my timethere or if it was something that was
22 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague astowhich 22 dready in place before | started working, but we had a
23 bathroom stalls. 23 rule where children would go to the bathroom in pairs.
24 THE WITNESS: | do not know who fixed it. If 24  Soif one student would use the rest room we would send
25 the problem was just a plunging problem, | assume our 25 another student with them. Just in case something
Page 59 Page 61
1 custodianswould fix it. But if it was something more 1 unsafe would happen, hopefully, one child would be able
2 that needed aplumber, the district's facilities 2 torunand find out.
3 department would fix it. 3 MS. VANSE: Q. Areyou aware of anything dse
4 MS. MAJD: Nicol, | just want to remind you not 4 that was done a Hawthorne to improve student safety to
5 toguessif you don't know. If you have knowledge for 5 improve bathroom facilities?
6 your opinion, that's great and helpful. 6 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.
7 THE WITNESS: Okay. 7 THE WITNESS. We had -- for awhile, we had
8 MS.VANSE: Q. Youjust mentioned thereé'sa 8 security officers. They weren't specificaly assigned
9 facilities department for the district, correct? 9 to patrol bathrooms; they were just more campus
10 A. Yes Actudly, theyre called buildings and 10 security. But they were around aso.
11 grounds. 11 MS. VANSE: Q. And were the security officers
12 Q. And do you know when the buildings and grounds 12 therefor the entire time you taught at Hawthorne?
13 personnel would be called in for a problem as opposed to 13 MS. MAJD: Cdlsfor speculation.
14  like having the school site staff take care of the 14 THE WITNESS: | think towards the last part of
15 problem of the facilities? 15 last year our security officers were removed, and the
16 MS. MAJD: Objection. Assumesfactsnotin 16 first year | was there we had two security officers and
17 evidence. Cdlsfor speculation. 17 then the second year, the 2000/2001, we had one security
18 THE WITNESS: If it was out of the scope of a 18 officer but then she was removed -- she was moved to a
19 custodial duty within their contract, they wouldn't do 19 high school and we were left with no security officers.
20 it, so buildings and grounds would be called. Or if it 20 MS. VANSE: Q. And do you know why your
21 wasout of the scope of ateacher being ableto do 21 security officers were moved at Hawthorne?
22 something, then buildings and grounds would be called. 22  A. |bdieveit was because the high school needed
23 MS. VANSE: Q. And was this something that was 23 asecurity officer.
24 explained to you as ateacher how to deal witha 24 Q. Do you know if -- since you left Hawthorne, do
25 facilities problem whether or not you should take care 25 you know if there's been anything done to improve
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1 student safety regarding the bathrooms at Hawthorne? 1 Q. Arethere any conditions that you have concerns
2 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague. 2 about regarding -- or at the International Community
3 THE WITNESS: | have no idea. 3 School?
4 MS. VANSE: Q. You mentioned that Hawthorne 4 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague and overbroad.
5 was closed for approximately two weeks in August, 5 THE WITNESS: We actually have some problems
6 correct? 6 continuing with the custodia staff and getting the
7 A. Yes 7 campus clean and the bathrooms kept clean during the
8 Q. Do you know if anything was done to clean the 8 day. Canyou repest the question?
9 school during those two weeks? 9 (Record read by the reporter as follows:
10 A. During that time all the hallways would usually 10 "Q. Arethere any conditions that you have
11 be thoroughly cleaned and waxed, as well asthe 11 concerns about regarding -- or at the
12 cdfeterias. And then they would do their best to go 12 Internationa Community School ?*)
13 from classroom to classroom to mop, and that's about all 13 THE WITNESS: We are supposed to have anoon
14 they would get to in the two weeks. 14 supervisor provided by the district and one has not yet
15 Q. And do you know if this was done by the 15 been provided to us, so sometimes there are children
16 Hawthorne custodial staff? 16 unsupervised on the playground.
17 A. | believeit was, yes. 17 MS. VANSE: Q. Andwhat do you mean by
18 Q. Do you know if the Oakland Unified School 18 unsupervised?
19 District buildings and grounds personnel ever deep 19 A. We-- children have to be supervised when
20 cleaned the Oakland or the Hawthorne -- 20 they're on aplayground by a credentialed staff member,
21 MS. MAJD: Objection. Callsfor speculation. 21 and so we have awoman who comes in and does sports for
22 Vague asto deep cleaned. 22 kidswhere she organizes sporting activities for the
23 THE WITNESS: | don't know. 23 kidsduring lunch, and she can be out there supervising.
24 MS. VANSE: Q. Other than during thetwo weeks | 24 But there would also need to be a credentialed staff out
25 in August and the weekly or the general cleaning that 25 there, and sometimes she would only be the only one out
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1 would go on at Hawthorne, was there any other type of 1 there until somebody's able to finish up their lunch and
2 cleaning that you know of that went on at Hawthornein 2 getout thereaswell. Wejust don't have adequate
3 thebuilding itsalf? 3 staff to supervise the children during lunch recess.
4 MS. MAJD: Objection. Mischaracterizes 4 Q. Soif I'm understanding you correctly, when you
5 testimony. 5 say unsupervised you mean unsupervised by a credentialed
6 THE WITNESS: Wéll, custodians would go around 6 person?
7 every night and collect garbage from classrooms. If 7 A. Absolutely. And aso not enough. One person
8 there was enough custodians, on avery infrequent bas's, 8 out thereis not enough, whether she's credentialed or
9 our classroomswould get mopped. They set up a schedule 9 not.
10 where every other night our classrooms would be swept, 10 Q. Anyother concernsyou have about the
11 but that would only happen if there was enough custodia 11 conditions at the International Community School ?
12 daff inthe evening. 12 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.
13 And during the day, the custodia staff werein 13 THE WITNESS: No.
14 charge of cleaning up any messes, cleaning the cefeteria 14 MS. MAJD: I'm sorry, | was going to ask to
15 during lunch and after lunches, and in the morning. 15 takeabredk, but if youreinthemiddle...
16 Becauseitisapublic campus, the neighborhood people 16 MS. VANSE: Wecan. Thanks.
17 would use the campus at night for various activities and 17 (Whereupon, alunch recess was taken.)
18 the playground would usualy be pretty messy, so they 18 MS. VANSE: Q. Wecome back.
19 gpent agood part of their morning cleaning up damage 19 A, Thankyou.
20 and broken glass and garbage left around from the 20 Q. Andl actualy thought of one question that |
21 previous night. 21 should have asked you at the beginning of the day. Was
22 MS. VANSE: Q. You mentioned that you're now 22 there any reason you could not give your best testimony
23 teaching at the International Community School; is that 23 today?
24  correct? 24 A. No.
25 A Yes 25 Q. Didyou haveany drugs or acohol within the
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1 recent past? 1 Q. And other than what's included in paragraph
2 A. No. 2 three of Exhibit 1, and what we've already talked about
3 Q. Anything over lunch change that answer at al? 3 today, any other concerns you have about multitracking
4 A. No. 4 a Hawthorne?
5 MS. VANSE: | want to have marked as Exhibit A 5 A. What wasthe previous question?
6 or 1, acopywhichl believeisyour declaration. 6 Q. Basicaly the same series but about
7 (Whereupon, Defendants Exhibit 1 was 7 overcrowding. If you combinethose, if those two are
8 marked for identification.) 8 kind of similar to you, that'sfine.
9 MS. VANSE: Q. Ms. LaCava, if you could take 9  A. Actualy, | wanted to add something about
10 alook at what we've marked as Exhibit 1 and just tell 10 overcrowding.
11 mewhatitis. There's multiple pages, sojust flip 11 Q. Okay.
12 through. 12 A. Thewaythedistrict worksisat theend of a
13 A. Thisisthe declaration that | gave to the ACLU 13 school year, so for usit would be morein June or July,
14 about conditions at Hawthorne. 14 but asyou look forward to the next school year, they
15 Q. Andthisisaso the declaration that you 15 dlocate the number of teachers we will be alowed based
16 reviewed in preparation for your deposition today? 16 onthe previous year's enrollment and surveys that we
17 A. Yes 17 get back from parents.
18 Q. Not that one exactly, but a copy of it? 18 So at the beginning of the school year we start
19 A. Right. 19 with acertain number of teachers. Well, normally we
20 Q. If you could just review paragraph three for me 20 have way more students than is expected because we're an
21 andlet me know when you're finished. 21 overflow school, which means that when the surrounding
22 A. Okay. 22 schoolsaround us are dl filled, they send us all their
23 Q. Inparagraphthree, just to paraphrase, talks 23 extrastudents. And so at the beginning of the year we
24 about overcrowding and multitracking concernsthat you | 24 usualy start with more students than we have teachers
25 have a Hawthorne, correct? 25 for even, and so alot of timesthere are teachers that
Page 67 Page 69
1 A. Correct. 1 have morethan theright number of studentsin aclass.
2 Q. Andweve dready discussed both of those 2 So for first, second, and third grade that
3 topics. Wasthere any other concernsthat you can think 3 would be more than 20 students, and in the upper grades
4 of that you had regarding overcrowding at Hawthorne? 4 | think their limit is 32. But whatever their limit is,
5 A. Wadl, I think the last sentence on here, "This 5 they would have more. And that would remain that way
6 impairsthe sense of community among the students,” | 6 for about amonth because the district has a policy
7 think that that'sareally bigissue. And | think | 7 where they won' alocate us more teachers until they're
8 sadthisbefore, but | think it's very important for 8 saurethat the enrollment is going to stay at that
9 studentsto fed apart of something. 9 number.
10 And with the multitracking and not always 10 And so for awhole month there are classrooms
11 knowing if you're on vacation or not on vacation and 11 that have way too many children, and then at the end of
12 you're gone for awhole month and the rest of the school 12 that month's period, the district would say, okay, you
13 went on, it redly -- it redly detracts from the sense 13 have this many students, we can dlocate you this many
14 that were al together; we're dl one school. 14 more teachers to make more classrooms.
15 And then that kind of flows then into the 15 And then at that point the students who have
16 teachers. Wedidn't asteachers either feel acomplete 16 now beenin one classroom for a month, you know,
17 sense of community with each other because a quarter of 17 building community and feding a part of aclass, are
18 usweredwaysgone. And for the children | think that 18 then pulled out of that class and an overflow classis
19 just emotionally is not a safe place for themto redly 19 made for them, which alot of timesisat first runby a
20 not know what's going on dways, and things change when 20 sub. Because a the moment the month ends and we're
21 theyregone. 21 dlocated ateacher, then we gtart the hiring process,
22 Q. Soother than what we've dready talked about 22 s0it might be afew more weeks before we have the
23 today and what'sincluded in paragraph three, any other 23 permanent teacher hired.
24 concerns you had about overcrowding at Hawthorne? 24 And alot of times that sub is someone just
25  A. Notthat I canthink of. 25 with an emergency credential or noncredentided who
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1 hasn't been through an education program of any sort. 1 hired, they're aso the ones who have to rove because at
2 And the teacher who is generally hired is usualy a 2 that point we had dready picked al -- the classrooms
3 noncredentialed teacher because by September or October | 3 had been assigned and then our rovers were aready

4 of aschool year all credentialed teachers have already 4 roving and then the new teacher would just flow into the

5 been placed in aposition in other schools. 5 roving sessions.

6 Q. And when you say noncredentialed, what do you 6 Q. Any other concerns you had or you have about

7 meanbytha? 7 overcrowding at Hawthorne?

8 A. Without the California teaching credential. 8 A. Toadd about the new teacher having to rove,

9 Q. Out of these -- do you know if these teachers 9 likel said, they are usualy a brand new teacher who
10 areonan emergency credential? 10 just graduated or they're noncredentialed, and to bein
11 MS. MAJD: Calsfor speculation. Overbroad. 11 your first year of teaching or your first experiencein
12 THE WITNESS: It is my understanding that they 12 acdlassroom and having to rove and dedl with having no
13 would need an emergency credential to teach, but 13 materialsinyour classroom is quite overwhelming.

14 there's -- you don't have to have gone through teaching 14 And not only are they walking into that, but
15 school or any program to get an emergency credential. 15 because the school wasin a constant sense of chaos with
16 MS. VANSE: Q. Areyou aware of any teachers 16 4l the other problems going on, | don't think they got
17 a Hawthorne during the time you worked there that did 17 the support that they needed from both the school
18 not have either a permanent or an emergency credential 18 administration and the district to help them have amore
19 that wereteaching a class? 19 successful year, faced with all these problems that they
20 A. | would probably know of one or two, but I'm 20 wakedinto.
21 surethere was others. With 63 teachersit was hard to 21 And they're also getting a group of kids who
22 redlly get to know alot of teachers that intimately to 22 arejug kind of yanked from their previous classrooms
23 know whether they had a credential. 23 and kind of thrown together as a group.
24 Q. Soyou were avare of one or two peoplewho were | 24 Q. Wasthat something you learned from talking
25 teaching at Hawthorne who didn't have either an 25 with teachers that were put in that position?

Page 71 Page 73

1 emergency permit or afull credential that were teaching 1 A. Yeah, and from observations. | mean, | had --

2 acdass? 2 1 think there was onetimethat | had a child that was

3 A. They would have had an emergency credentia, | 3 inmyclassroom -- and | had 21 -- so one child had to

4 believe. 4 leave. Andjust kind of following through with my

5 Q. Areyou aware of anyone during your time at 5 relationship | had with the child, seeing how his

6 Hawthorne who was teaching aclasswho did not have a a 6 environment changed from going to my classroom to

7  minimum an emergency credential ? 7 moving -- to having to change classrooms after thefirst

8 MS. MAJD: Cdlsfor speculation. Go ahead. 8 month of school. My student, sorry.

9 THE WITNESS: | don't know. 9 Q. Youmentioned that you didn't think that these
10 MS. VANSE: Q. And beforel getinto 10 teachers coming in and roving to teach the overflow
11 everything you just gave me, anything else other than 11 classes got the support they needed from the schoal.

12 what'sincluded in paragraph three and that we've 12 Wasthat something you spoke with those teachers about?
13 aready talked about that concerns you regarding 13 MS. MAJD: Objection. Mischaracterizesthe

14 overcrowding a Hawthorne? 14 testimony.

15 A, Wél, I'msurewell probably get into this 15 THE WITNESS: There was one year that there was
16 with the follow-ups, but when there's extra teachers 16 ateacher who kind of fell into that situation. She

17 added on, because we're continuing to grow, books and 17 wasn't necessarily -- | don't think she had to rove, but

18 materials aren't necessarily ordered because we've added 18 shewasanew teacher and sheredlly struggled, and asa
19 our 65th teacher per se, and so that teacher generally 19 second grade teacher werrein alot of meetings

20 iswalkinginto asituation where they either have to 20 together, and so she would voice her concerns about not
21 borrow al their materias or they have to buy their own 21 getting the hel p she needed, fedling overwhelmed. And |
22 supplemental materias or they just go without and just 22 would do my best, with some of my other colleagues, to
23 make up curriculum plans without the state-issued 23 help her out. It was clear that she wasn't getting any

24 curriculum. 24 other support beyond our meetings.

25 And the teachers who are usualy the last ones 25 MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know if she got any
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additional support after that meeting where she voiced
her concerns?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.

THE WITNESS: She would get alittle support
here and there, but | don't think the qudity of support
that she would need -- and | don't think it's because
people wanted her to fal or lose or whatever, but |
just think that with 63 teachers and one principd and
two vice principals there just wasn't enough people to
be everything for everybody.

MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know if that teacher
ever raised her concerns about lack of support with
anyone & the district?

MS. MAJD: Callsfor speculation.

THE WITNESS: | don't know.

MS. VANSE: Q. Any other concerns you have,
other than what we've taked about and that's in your
declaration paragraph three, regarding overcrowding at
Hawthorne?

A. No, not that | can think of right now.

Q. You mentioned that the district would not
allocate more teachers for Hawthorne until approximately
amonth after the school year started, correct?
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MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.
THE WITNESS: | don't believe so.
MS. VANSE: Q. Y ou also mentioned that books
and materias were not ordered for the over -- | guess
it would be the overflow classes?
A. Uh-huh.
Q. Werethe books and materials ordered once an
overflow class was established?
A. No.
MS. MAJD: Objection. Callsfor speculation.
THE WITNESS: Not usually.
MS. VANSE: Q. And do you know why books and
materials were not ordered for an overflow class?
A. Itismy understanding that books and
materials, like amath curriculum or reading curriculum,
are -- the monies come from the state to the district
and the district ordersfor dl of the schools. And so
anything ordered after the beginning of school, the
money has to come out of the pockets of the individual
schools. And | don't believe that it was in the budget
to buy such expensive materials for something that the
district needs to provide for every classroomin the
schooal.

24  A. Correct. 24 Q. And how did you come about that understanding?
25 Q. Anddoyou know why the district did that? 25 A, Atthat point | camejust in talking with the
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1 A. | don't know the specific reason, but | would 1 principa, but | dso wasinvolved for my new school in
2 think that it had to do with their thought that maybe 2 trying to order materials and stuff aswell, so | got a
3 through attrition in the first month of school that our 3 better understanding of how the ordering process works.
4 numbers wouldn't be exactly right in the first or second 4 Q. Andwhile you werein the process for
5 week of school and by the end of amonth we shouldhave | 5 developing your new school, did you learn that that was
6 apretty more stable idea of what our numbers are. 6 infact the casethat if additional studentswould
7 Q. Isthat something you learned from the district 7 arriveat aschool sitethat it would be the
8 that waswhy? 8 responsibility of the school to purchase new meaterials
9 A. 1 don'tthink I learned that from the 9 for those students?
10 district. | think it was probably with discussions with 10 MS. MAJD: Objection. Mischaracterizesthe
11 my principal. 11 testimony.
12 Q. Didthe school administration at Hawthorne do 12 THEWITNESS: | didn't learn that specific
13 anything to help teachers during that first month when 13 information, but | learned that once all the money for
14 their classes might have been bigger? 14 books has been used, you don't get any books. For
15 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague and cdlsfor 15 instance, my new school we did not become officialy a
16 speculation. 16 school until about August or the beginning of September,
17 THE WITNESS: | don't believe so. 17 and by then dl schools had aready ordered everything,
18 MS. VANSE: Q. During your time at Hawthorne, | 18 somy new school we have not received any curriculum
19 didyou ever have more than 20 students for that first 19 except for the Open Court reading program.
20 month of the school year in your classroom? 20 MS. VANSE: Q. When you say that you have no
21 A. Yeah, oneyear | had 21 students. 21 curriculum except for the Open Court reading at your new
22 Q. Doyou know if the district ever provided any 22 school, does that mean you don't have any books for the
23 help for teachers at Hawthorne for that first month of 23 other subjects at your new school ?
24 school? And by help | mean helping them deal with 24 A. Correct. | think we have alittle bit of a
25 having more than 20 students in their classrooms. 25 science curriculum, but | don't think we have received
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enough for everybody in the school. But we have no math
curriculum, except we do have some math workbooks, but
that's not the full curriculum that the district uses.
And we have no ELD program and no socid studies
program.
Q. Do you have a science curriculum in your class

at the International Community School ?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.

THEWITNESS: | have the teacher's manual for
the curriculum. | do not have student textbooks
though. And there was like a supplementa box of
materials that has like flash cards, and | think there's
acouple of videos. But | don't have textbooks for the
children to follow the curriculum with.

MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know if you'l be
receiving textbooks for your science curriculum?
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And the ELD actually is the most -- the most
concerning that we don't have because were reguired by
the state and by Oakland Unified to teach 50 minutes of
English language development every day. And I've been
told the reason they're not providing uswith a
curriculum is because they're going to get a new
curriculum next year so they don't want to spend the
money on something that's obsolete but for ayear.

Then if that's the case, as ateacher, I'm
going to have to come up with my own curriculum and that
creates an inconsistency. Because what I'm teaching
should be the same as whét the other second grade
teachers are teaching, and across the grades that's how
it should be. If we have to go home every night and
make up our lessons, it leads to avery inconsistent

program.

17 A. |don't know. 17 Q. Doyouknow if there are any programs that the
18 Q. Andinyour classat the International 18 Oakland Unified School Digtrict providesto new teachers
19 Community School, do you have amath curriculum? 19 intothedigtrict?
20 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague asto curriculum. 20 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.
21 THE WITNESS: We have some workbooks that -- 21 THE WITNESS: Therésaprogram caled BTSA,
22 last year the curriculum was two programs. It was 22 B-T-SA, andit's beginning teachers support. | don't
23 cdled Math Steps and Math Land, and Math Land was the 23 know what the A standsfor. And that's basically
24 part of the curriculum where it's al the manipulatives. 24 monthly. There were monthly meetings that you meet with
25 Wherethe children are able to use dinosaursto help 25 some mentor teacher and then they come and observe you
Page 79 Page 81
1 them count and ten's blocks and hundred's blocks to help 1 and you talk about ways to improve your teaching. And
2 themadd. We don't have any of that materia. We have 2 then at the end of the year theré'sa-- some sort of
3 Math Steps, which is kind of aworkbook that is extra 3 fina presentation on what you've learned, and they use
4 hep to hdp them learn the skills. 4 the Cdlifornia state standards as your focus throughout
5 MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know if you'll be 5 theyear, so you kind of pick one standard that you
6 receving any workbooks for your math class? 6 redly want to work on asateacher. Itisan optiona
7 A. l'vebeentold that we won't be. 7 program though.
8 Q. Beforewhen | asked you if you had any concerns 8 MS. VANSE: Q. Wasthisaprogram that you
9 regarding the International Community School you 9 participated in when you were new to the unified -- or
10 mentioned that you had a concern regarding the custodid | 10 to the school district?
11 saff and the cleanliness of the bathrooms, as well as 11  A. | paticipated my first year of teaching. Asa
12 the noon supervisor. 12 teacher, you can do it thefirst two years that you're
13 Do you consider textbooks to be a concern a 13 inthedigtrict.
14 the Internationa Community School? 14 Q. Didyou think the program was helpful ?
15 A. Yesldo 15 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.
16 Q. Andwhat isyour concern regarding textbooks at 16 THE WITNESS: Having a mentor teacher was very
17 thelnternational Community School? 17 hepful to me, but the classesthat | attended through
18  A. Myfirst concernisthat it makesit extremey 18 the program were not very helpful to me.
19 difficult to plan for any individua subject without the 19 MS. VANSE: Q. Areyou aware of any other
20 useof acurriculum book because you're just having to 20 support thet the Oakland Unified School District
21 creste new lessons every day or anew lesson every 21 providesfor beginning teechers?
22 night. My second concernisthat it's an equity issue. 22 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague asto support and
23 That every other student in the district, especialy the 23 vagueastodistrict.
24 onesinthe hill schoodls, are provided with everything 24 THE WITNESS: At the beginning before school
25 that they need, but our children are not. 25 starts, thereé'saone- or two-day sort of orientation
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where they go through some of the paperwork and how to
contact people in the district and who you'd call for
such information. But then they also do sort of
break-out groups where they talk about what you should
teach in social studies kind of very broadly and what
standard you focus on in science and so on. And that's
for people new to the district.

MS. VANSE: Q. Anything else?

A. Not that | can think of.

Q. Areyou aware of any, | guess, mechanisms by
which teachersin the Oakland Unified School Didtrict
can bring concerns they have to the digtrict itself?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.

THE WITNESS; Wdl, | think the first mechanism
would be through our principal, and then | think for --
if those aren't getting solved through our principal,
then we do it through our union reps and then through
the heads of the union.

MS. VANSE: Q. Anything else?

A. | cantthink. You wereasking me earlier did
| ever talk to people at the district about things, and
| mean | can't imagine who in the district | would go
to. | would go to my union reps for al these concerns
that | would have.

Q. Haveyou ever served asaunion rep?
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go year-round if we wanted to but then we would be a
July to June school not a September to August school.

MS. VANSE: Q. Mr. Chaconas at -- how do you

spell that for the reporter?
A. C-H-A-C-O-N-A-S?

MS. MAJD: That's right.

THE WITNESS: He€ll be so proud of me.

MS. VANSE: Q. He'syour superintendent of the
school district?

A. Yes

Q. While you were at Hawthorne, did your principal
ever try to do anything to help teachers with respect to
being on a multitrack schedule as opposed to a
traditional track?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Callsfor speculation.

It's vague.

THE WITNESS:. Shewould, | don't know, try to
do little morale boosting things. For example, for
teachers who had to rove and had to move, she would
allow the last hour of your last day on track to -- you
could either send your kids out onto the yard so you
could have some quiet time to pack, or she would say you
can have your kids help you move your classroom, you
don't have to use that last hour for instruction; which
on one hand is helpful because then that's work you
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A. No, | havent.

Q. Areyou aware of anything that the Oakland
Unified School Didtrict does to help teachers that teach
on amultitrack-year schedule?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.

THE WITNESS: No. And, actudly, | think they
kind of ignore the fact that we're on amultitrack
schedule. For example, when the school calendars are
sent out, we never get an official calendar for our
school year. There's aways just ablurb at the bottom
of the calendar that says any school that's year-round
will send out their own calendars. A lot of timesit's
even forgotten we're on vacation or whatnot, and so when
staff development is scheduled, it's never taken into
consideration that some teachers may be on vacation.

And the whole fact that the end of our school
year runs through the beginning of the next fiscal yesr,
because we go from September to August and the fiscal
year goes from July to June, we actualy would not have
money for maybe a couple of months in the summer because
they won't load our next year's budget until we actudly
begin that schoal year, which is actually the reason
that Hawthorne is not year-round this year because
Mr. Chaconas wanted us to get on the fiscal calendar.
So next year they could, and my new school aso, could
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don't have to do after school on your own time, but it's
also ahuge loss of instruction hours.
| mean, it was more morale boosting things than
actually physical things that shedid. A lot of thanks
went out and that kind of stuff, but it was kind of --
it felt like avery helpless, hopdless situation. Our
hands really felt tied.
MS. VANSE: Q. Andwhen you say your hands
fdt tied, what do you mean?
A. Itjust fdt -- | mean, you could go and
complain to the principal as much as you wanted, and sit
in her office and complain, but -- and she callsthe
district and does the same thing, but it just -- it
didn't ever seem that anything ever changed in that
regard.
And so | just can't think of things that she
could have persondly done to help with the situation,
aside from providing that moral support and leadership.
Q. Do you think there was anything that the
district could have done to help with that situation?
MS. MAJD: Objection. Cdlsfor speculation.
THE WITNESS: Build more schools, make the
schools smdler.
MS. VANSE: Let'stake aquick break.
(Whereupon, a recess was taken.)
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MS. VANSE: Q. When did -- when wasthe
International Community School built?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Assumesfactsnotin
evidence.

THE WITNESS: We havejust a permanent site
right now. On the site where the new school will be, we
have a portable school, portable building schoal right
now, and the permanent building has not started being
built yet, but it supposedly will be done by 2003 to
begin that school year.

MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know if there are any
other new schools in development in Oakland Unified?

A. Wdl, actualy, they opened -- five new schools
opened at the beginning of this school year, but none of
them arein anew schoal building. Theyredl either
within an existing schooal or like werein atemporary
site, and the goal is actually to open five more this
upcoming year, but | think the district is having
problems finding space and sites for dl these new
schools.

Q. Andwhy do you think they're having problems
finding space and sites?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Cdlsfor speculation.

THE WITNESS:. Because the areas that they need
to put the new schoolsin, there'sjust no room. It's
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year?

A. Yes

Q. If you could turnto Exhibit 1 and review
paragraph four.

A. Okay.

Q. Does paragraph four address what we had aready
talked about regarding having additional studentsina
classroom for that first month of school ?

A. Yes

Q. And after you've reviewed or having now
reviewed paragraph four, does that refresh your
recollection asto any other concerns you have regarding
having too many students for that first month of schoal
at Hawthorne?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.

THE WITNESS: Well, | think what | talked about
previoudly was classrooms would have -- some classrooms
would have 23, 25 students and then once the new teacher
was hired, those students would be pulled out of their
classes and made one class.

Sometimes what would happen is a-- there would
be more than enough students to make a class but they
wouldn't have a permanent teacher, so there could be --
instead of spreading those kids out all over the second
grade classrooms, let's say, they would just make one
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overdeveloped. It'sovercrowded. Ther€snoland to
buy or purchase or use to build a school or to put a
schoal in.

MS. VANSE: Q. And you answered my question,
but actually | was trying to ask a different one. How
did you become aware that the district was having
problems finding space and sites?

A. Wadll, as part of this small-school process, we
kind of have our thumbs on the pulse of thiswhole
small-school process. It'skind of anew reform that's
going on within Oakland. And we actualy share asite
with amiddle school whois -- thisyear they'rejust a
sixth grade and they are supposed to leave our site at
the end of this year so they can have sixth and seventh
grade, but right now they don't have anywhere to move
and there's not enough room at our temporary placeto
have both sixth and seventh grades, so ...

And then we also -- because we are thefirst of
the new small schools opening, we kind of have our hands
in hel ping the people who are developing their proposas
figure out the bumps that we've gone through in this
whole development of anew schoal.

Q. When you say you were hel ping people develop
proposals, were those proposals you were talking about
for the five more that might be opening up in the coming

©CooO~NOUILE, WN B

NNNNNPEPRRERRRERRE
RONPQOQOWONOUNMWNERO

25

Page 89

classroom and then they would have a sub.
And alot of timesfor the first couple of
weeks it wouldn't be a permanent sub, so maybe every day
they would have a different sub until they could arrange
with an individual to be that sub for a month.
And the other thing, actualy, that would
happen is sometimes there wouldn't be enough extra or
over students to make an entire, say, second grade
classroom, but there would be say eight second graders
and 12 first graders, so they would end up having to
make afirst and second grade classroom, whichis
another whole problem in itsdlf; especially for anew
teacher who would then have to take over that classroom
and asub that's with a -- an extended temporary sub.
MS. VANSE: Q. Wasthefact that substitutes
were hired or a series of substitutes were hired for
that first month at Hawthorne for some classes, was that
aconcern that you had regarding the conditions at
Hawthorne?
A. Yes
Q. And | think you mentioned you were -- aso had
aconcern regarding having, say, like asplit-level
class of students, correct?
A. Correct.
Q. Any other concerns you had regarding substitute
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1 or nonpermanent teachers at Hawthorne? 1 childrento register, so they're aready behind asit is

2 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague. 2 adjusting to anew school and anew classroom.

3 THE WITNESS: Can you repest the question? 3 Another way that could happen is by teacher

4 (Record read by the reporter asfollows: 4 choice. And I've seen it whereteacherswill choose

5 "Q. Any other concerns you had regarding 5 ther -- the most difficult students are the ones that

6 substitute or nonpermanent teachers at 6 will beleaving their classroom to go to an overflow

7 Hawthorne?") 7 classroom.

8 THEWITNESS: No. Just thefact that if you 8 Or the other way is just by randomly the

9 haveasub or aseries of subsfor the first month of 9 principa decides, which usualy | don't think was the
10 schoal -- | mean, basically for any teacher, thefirst 10 cae=
11 sxweeksof school, | mean, you don't just dive right 11 And so the first two ways, basicaly the
12 into the curriculum, you spend learning rules and 12 students who are struggling are the ones who are leaving
13 routines. 13 theclassroom to go to those overflow classes. And
14 If asub hasto do that for the first month of 14 having the struggling students leaving going into a
15 school and then the teacher then changesto apermanent | 15  classroom that, as we talked about, is chaotic and
16 teacher, basically that teacher is going to have to take 16 different for them and just atough situation for anew
17 another four to six weeks getting the children used to 17 tescher, it kind of doesn't bode well for their year to
18 thoserulesand routines. So it was very inconsistent 18 come.
19 for the children. 19 Q. And for that same sentence, was that
20 It was probably confusing for the children, but 20 something -- when you say lowest achievers, that wasn't
21 itwasdsoalossof instruction time because instead 21 something like designated by Hawthorne, the low
22 of being ableto, on that sixth week, to really start 22 achievers go into an overflow classroom, wasit?
23 magor curriculum gtuff, the new permanent teacher is 23 A. No. Itwassort of the system setup lent
24 having to redo rules and routines, so they kind of start 24 themsdlvesto that.
25 thar curriculum later than other studentsin our 25 Q. Do you know if -- did you ever teach an
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1 schoal. 1 overflow class a Hawthorne?

2 MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know if any of the 2 A. No.

3 subdtitutes hired to teach during that first month were 3 Q. Do you know if any of the overflow teachers

4 Kkept on as permanent teachers at Hawthorne? 4 received any extraaide, such aslike ateacher's aide,

5 MS. MAJD: Vague asto permanent teachers. 5 from the school?

6 THE WITNESS: | can't think of any, but it's 6 A. Theywouldn't receive extraaides. If it wasa

7 possible that happened. 7 hbilingual classroom -- because we had alot of bilingua

8 MS. VANSE: Q. If you could review paragraph 8 classes, and they didn't have the proper certificate

9 fivein Exhibit 1 for me, please. 9 vye -- through the state they were mandated to have, |
10 A. Okay. 10 think, three hours of an aide, and if it was a shelter
11 Q. | want to ask you specifically about -- this 11 classroom like mine that you're speaking English all day
12 would be on the second page with the indication 12 but you don't have your certificate for teaching that
13 PLTF 01771 at the bottom, and it would be beginningat | 13 kind of class, | think you're afforded one hour of an
14 linethree. Andit sates, "Most often, it isthose 14 |A. They didn't get anything extra above and beyond
15 students who are the lowest achievers who are placed in 15 that.
16 those classes,” referring to the overflow classes. 16 Q. Any other concerns you had regarding overflow
17 What do you mean it's the students who are the 17 classes at Hawthorne other than what weve aready
18 lowest echievers? 18 discussed or that'sin your declaration?
19 A. Thees-- if acertain classroom has too many 19 A, Wadl, sometimes there wasn't enough students to
20 sudentsin it and it's time to move some students out 20 make awhole class and so the district basically
21 tomakethe 20-to-1 ratio possible, there's basically 21 wouldn' give us another teacher. And so | keep using
22 two or three ways that that child canbemoved out. You | 22 second grade because I'm a second grade teecher. Let's
23 could follow the last registeredffirst out mentality, 23 say there was only five extra second graders and, you
24 whichis usudly astudent who arrived late to your 24  know, maybe there was like two extrafirst graders.
25 classroom anyways, because those are usudly the last 25 They wouldn't make a one, two, three, four classroom, so
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1 theywould just keep the classrooms with extra 1 recaived the extra studentsin your class?
2 children. 2 A. No. | had that one extra student for afew
3 But because the state law says that for first, 3 weseks, but ...
4 second, and third grade that you have to have 20 or you 4 Q. Do you know if the teachers thet received the
5 don't have this money, instead of spreading it out 5 extrastudents ever received any additiond help from
6 equdly and giving one teacher one child, they would put 6 Hawthorne?
7 dl five extrachildren in only one classroom so that 7 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague asto Hawthorne
8 way theyre only losing money for one classroom with 8 andasto extrahdp.
9 over 20 and we're still getting money for the others, 9 THE WITNESS: | don't think they did.
10 whichisvery inequitable for the teacher and for the 10 MS. VANSE: Q. If you could review paragraph
11 students of that classroom. 11 six of Exhibit 1 for me, please.
12 Q. Any other concerns you had about overflow 12 A. Okay.
13 classrooms a Hawthorne? 13 Q. Do you know when the practice of roving started
14  A. Toactualy add ontowhat | just said, the way 14 a Hawthorne?
15 they aso decided who got the extrakids, it'sthe last 15 A, ldont--
16 teacher hired in that grade leve, which is usudly the 16 MS. MAJD: Assumesfactsnot in evidence. Go
17 teacher who is the newest to the profession because 17 ahead.
18 that'swho is being hired last; usualy maybe somebody 18 THE WITNESS: | don't know the exact year it
19 whoisnot donewith their credentia program or is 19 darted.
20 working throughit. So they are the most inexperienced 20 MS. VANSE: Q. Therewas roving when you first
21 teacher onthat gradeleve staff usualy. 21 arived a Hawthorne?
22 Q. Anddoyou know why thedigtrict would givethe | 22 A. Yes
23 extrastudentsto the last teacher hired? 23 Q. Andin paragraph six of your declaration
24 MS. MAJD: Cdlsfor speculation. 24  beginning -- well, actualy, just line 12. When you
25 THE WITNESS:. Thedistrict didn't. Itwasa 25 tak about that you were -- "'| was forced to use only
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1 school decision. It wasn't adistrict palicy, | 1 the most basic materiasin teaching my class," what do
2 bdieve. | believeit was aschool site decision, which 2 you mean when you say the most basic materials?
3 actudly | don't think was within our union rights. 3 A. If | packed up dl my boxes -- when | packed up
4 It's supposed to be the more equitable way of doing it. 4 al my boxes| had dmost 100 boxes worth of stuff.
5 MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know why that was a 5 And being able to move that much stuff every monthis
6 school policy at Hawthorne? 6 just unreasonable, but also there would be nowherein
7 MS. MAJD: Cdlsfor speculation. 7 theclassrooms | was moving into to store it because
8 THEWITNESS: | think it was probably a 8 it'sanother teacher's classroom and they don't pack
9 monetary decision made that we would as a school get 9 their stuff up for meto movein. They maybe shoveit
10 more money by having all those kids in one classroom, 10 tothe sideor something.
11 and the union didn't press the school enough on that 11 And so instead of lugging everything that | own
12 issue. 12 withme, | would just take the basic stuff that | could
13 MS. VANSE: Q. Doyouknow whyitwas--was | 13 useinmy classroom. Like the mgjority of what |
14 it the school that decided that the last teacher hired 14 carried with meisalot of books for the students to
15 would get dl of the extra students? 15 read because weread alot in my classroom. My math
16  A. Yeah, theprincipa decided that. 16 manipulatives. It was just the basic stuff that | use
17 Q. Do you know why she would do it that way as 17 everysingleday.
18 opposedto like alottery or some other method of 18 Things | wouldn't bring with me, like | said,
19 determining who would get the other students? 19 science. | have so many boxes of science stuff to dig
20 MS. MAJD: Cdlsfor speculation. 20 through and find exactly what | needed, it would be just
21 THE WITNESS: It hasto do with tenure and just 21 toocumbersome. And so | didn't have any of my science
22 that things at Hawthorne wereredly based ontenureand | 22  stuff with me, and if | needed something | would just
23 your years of being at the school. So most decisions 23 borrow it or make something new.
24 had to do with that. 24 | didn't bring alot of my art stuff with me
25 MS. VANSE: Q. Wereyou ever ateacher who 25 because| didn't do art enough to realy make it
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worthwhile lugging it from classroom to classroom, and |
didn't really have access. It wasn't like my stuff was

all on neat shelvesand | could just go to astorage
container and get what | needed. It was stacked in
boxes in this huge metd container on the playground,
andso | just -- just basically the things | used every

day. ‘

Q. While you were at Hawthorne, did the school
administration ever do anything to help teacherswho
were roving from classto class?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.

THE WITNESS: Likel said earlier, you know,
that last hour we were afforded the time to move, and
usually the kids would help me carry the stuff. We
didn't have to do yard duty when we roved. | think that
was kind of the best bonus. But other than that, not
redly. The custodians didn't help us move or
anything. They didn't have thetimeand | don't think
it wasin their contract.

| mean, the principa would make sure the
school was open on the weekend in between us moving and
stuff, but we never got paid for the extrahours. If |
went in Saturday and Sunday to set up my classroom, |
was never paid for that. That's about it.

MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know if there are other
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MS. MAJD: Objection. Callsfor speculation
and also vague.

THEWITNESS: | believe it was amixture of
both the district and the parents. | think the parents
see year-round school s as something that's a hardship
and it's only forced upon the low-performing schools or
schools in poor neighborhoods, and the district wanted
to change that. They wanted dl schoolsto beona
traditional schedule from September to June.

But | think the district's main concern was
actually ending the multitrack part of year-round
because, like | said, next year any school, but | mean
Hawthorne, has the choice to go back to year-round as
opposed to being a July to June, as opposed to September
to August; that's with the input of parents. But they
will never be amultitrack school again.

MS. VANSE: Q. Other than what weve aready
talked about and what isin your declaration, any other
concerns you can think of regarding roving at Hawthorne?

A. No. I mean, | think -- just my hugest concern
was the impact it had on the students and their sense of
belonging in aplace. Y ou know, the last day of that
month that it was time to move, there's some students
who are sitting in their classroom and they're learning
art or reading and writing and there's ten classrooms
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schoals in the Oakland Unified School District that had
teachers that would rove from classto class?

A. | think there was one other schoal.

Q. Do you recall what school that is?

A. 1think it was Franklin.

Q. And why do you think that Franklin also had
teachers that would rove from classto class?

MS. MAJD: Calsfor speculation.

THE WITNESS: Becauseif it'sthe school -- I'm
basing it on there was a woman in my teaching program
who had roved at a different school and | think she was
a Franklin, but they're no longer year-round anymore.

MS. VANSE: Q. How do you know -- isthat
Franklin that is not year-round anymore?

A. Uh-huh.

Q. How do you know that?

A. Because there's no more year-round schoolsin
Oakland.

Q. Isthat something that changed beginning with
this school year?

MS. MAJD: Calsfor speculation.

THE WITNESS: No. Hawthorne was the last one.
| think Franklin changed over two years ago, | believe.

MS. VANSE: Q. Was this something that the
district decided to do?
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who are lugging all their classroom materials across a
huge playground to move it into another place.

| mean, for me, the number of times I've moved
inmy life | know what it feds like to move an
entire -- your entire sdf. And to have to do that
every month for alittle child who is seven and eight
years old, | can imagine it's very bewildering for
them.

Q. Any other concerns you have, other than what
welve talked about regarding roving?

A. No.

Q. If you could review paragraph seven of Exhibit
1 for me, please.

A. Okay.

Q. Myfirst question, when you stateon line 16 in
mid-January, is that January 20017

A. Yes

Q. You aso mention, beginning on line 17, "l have
to air out my classroom each day because the chemica
smdl is so strong.”

Was that part of what we dready discussed
regarding portables, your concerns regarding portables
at Hawthorne?

A. No. What we talked about was the old
35-year-old portables. These were brand, brand new
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1 portables; the ones that were brought in to replace the 1 because that would make the bathrooms amess with paint
2 classrooms from the demolished DCH building. And 2 everywhere.
3 theyre basicaly portables that are made out of that 3 Q. Doestheportableyou'rein now, doesit have a
4 particle wood and they're covered with like a surface 4 dnkinit?
5 that you can staple into and stuff, but the wood itsdlf 5 A. No
6 isprocessed becauseit's pressed wood. It's processed 6 Q. Doyou havethe same problemsin your classroom
7 withalot of chemicas. 7 now regarding not being able to do projects that involve
8 And even dfter two or three months of being in 8 water?
9 them, they till need to be aired out every day because 9 A. Yes Inmynew portablelast year there was
10 they werejudt redly overwhelmingly smelly; whichis 10 not even awater fountain. | mean, there were
11 veryinteresting, because I'min avery new portable 11 bathrooms; they put in new bathrooms at the end of the
12 thisyear and there was no smdll in our new ones this 12 row, but they didn't put new water fountainsin.
13 year. | think it wasjust whatever company we bought 13 Although it was atask for them to go to the bathroom,
14 this one from they were just overprocessed with 14 they could go to the bathroom quite easily if they
15 chemicds. 15 wanted to.
16 Q. Didtheschool ever do anything to dleviate 16 If they wanted adrink of water, they would
17 theproblem of the chemical smdl of your portable at 17 havetowalk to the entire end of the campus, and our
18 Hawthorne? 18 campustook up basically awhole city block. Sothe
19 MS. MAJD: Objection. Cdls for speculation. 19 lack of awater fountain was redlly apparent. And |
20 THE WITNESS: No. 20 actualy just bought water bottles for my students that
21 MS. VANSE: Q. Didyou ever raiseyour concern | 21 theyfilled up at the end of every day because it was
22 regarding the chemical smell with your principa? 22 just too hard for them to get water after recesses.
23 A. Yes 23 Q. Wasyour concern with not having asink in the
24 Q. Anddid she have any advice for you? 24 portables something you brought up with your principal
25 A. "Airitout." | mean, | don't think, aside 25 a Hawthorne?
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1 from bringing in whole new portables, there was redlly 1 A. It was something that we had requested before
2 anythingtodo. It'scdled off gassing. | mean, even 2 weeven brought it up asaconcern. Wejust said we
3 suff webuy a Ikea and stuff, that's all pressed 3 redlywant -- | mean, if the digtrict islaying new
4 wood. It happens. All that pressed wood stuff there's 4 piping for bathrooms, why not lay piping for sinksin
5 nothing you can do aside from replaceit. 5 each portable? It seems pretty smpletome. So it was
6 Q. Alsoin paragraph seven beginning on line 18 6 inour origina request when they asked us how they
7 you dtate, "There's no running water - neither asink 7 wanted the portablesto be. And obvioudy when it
8 nor awater fountain - inthe portable. This affects my 8 didn't happen, it was a complaint that we had.
9 ahility to do al the science and art projects | would 9 Q. Do you know why the district didn't install
10 otherwisedo." 10 snksinthe new portables at Hawthorne?
11 Are there any science projects you couldn't do 11 MS. MAJD: Objection. Assumesfactsnotin
12 becauseyou didn't have asink or water fountainin the 12 evidence.
13 portable? 13 THEWITNESS: It's my understanding that these
14  A. Itwashardtodo projectsthat had to do with 14 portables aren't meant to stay. | mean, maybe they!ll
15 using weter like, say, plant projects and whatnot. One, 15 beonthe campus for three or four years, but the plan
16 because you obvioudly need to water plants every day. 16 isobvioudy to reduce the number of students at
17 Butif children are digging in dirt and getting messy 17 Hawthorne. And so these portables supposedly, in their
18 and planting plants, it was more trouble than it was 18 minds, are going to be leaving, but so are the ones that
19 worth to have every child trudge down to wash their 19 ae35yearsold. Sol don't think they wanted to spend
20 handsin the two bathrooms that we had. And just any 20 themoneytolay al the piping to have each classroom
21 science project that redly had to do with water or the 21 haveitsown sink.
22 need to pour water, and the same with the art. 22 MS. VANSE: Q. And isthat something someone
23 It was redlly hard to wash paint brushes 23 told you or isthat something that you've, | guess, come
24 because | couldn't leave the classroom to go wash them 24 to your own conclusion about?
25 toleavethekidsaone. Andthekids couldn't do it 25 A. It'ssomething my principa basicaly told me.
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1 Q. Didyou make the same request for water 1 Q. Do you know how many custodial people are on
2 fountains within the new portables at Hawthorne? 2 thecustodial staff at the International Community
3 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague. 3 School?
4 THE WITNESS: | don't know. 4 A. During the day we have two, but one of them is
5 MS. VANSE: Q. Other than what weve dready 5 onlight duty so she doesn't perform alot of her
6 discussed, any other concerns you have regarding the 6 duties, which iswhy we have two.
7 portables a Hawthorne? 7 MS. MAJD: Jennifer, can | just clarify
8 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague asto which 8 something? Y ou had said there were 240 kids at ICS and
9 portables. 9 then you share space with the middle school whichis 160
10 THE WITNESS: Not the new portables, no. 10 students, which is 400.
11 MS. VANSE: Q. Any other concerns you can 1 THE WITNESS: Y ou know what, then, | might be
12 think of other than what we've aready discussed 12 wrong on those numbers. | don't think there's more than
13 regarding the old portables at Hawthorne? 13 300, 320 students. | might be wrong in the middle
14 A. Notthat | canthink of. 14  school how many they have.
15 Q. And other than not having asink in your 15 MS. MAJD: Thanks.
16 portable, any concerns or any other concerns you have 16 MS. VANSE: Q. So you have two day custodians
17 about the portable you'rein at your new school ? 17 at the new school?
18 A. No. 18 A. Right.
19 Q. If you could review paragraph eight of Exhibit 19 Q. Oneonlight duty. Any other custodians?
20 1for me, please. 20 A. Then we have an evening or nighttime custodian
21 A. Okay. 21 and they al work full-time hours, and even though it's
22 Q. Inthefirst sentence where you talk about 22 anighttime custodian, she's working from 3:00 to 10:00
23 students having to walk between 50 and 100 yards 23 or whatever.
24 unsupervised through the yard to bathrooms that are in 24 Q. And you had mentioned previoudly that there had
25 anunsecured place; isthat what weve aready talked 25 been some attempts to remedy the concerns you had with
Page 107 Page 109
1 about regarding the safety concerns regarding the 1 the custodian and the cleanliness of the bathrooms at
2 bathrooms a Hawthorne? 2 Hawthorne. Hasthe International Community School done
3 A. Yes 3 anything to help aleviate the concerns you have
4 Q. Any other concernsthat you have other than 4 regarding the bathrooms at your new school ?
5 what weve dready discussed or that arein your 5 MS. MAJD: Objection. Callsfor speculation
6 dedaration regarding the bathroom fecilities at 6 andvague.
7 Hawthorne? 7 THE WITNESS: We have -- our principal has met
8 A. Notthat | canthink of. 8 with custodia services, the peoplein chargeto -- |
9 Q. Do you have any concerns -- actually, you 9 mean, since we are anew school and since Oakland
10 stated you had a concern regarding the custodia steff 10 Unified hasn't opened anew school in 30 years, it'sa
11 and clean bathrooms at your current school, correct? 11 new process for everyone. We've been kind of looking at
12 A. Correct. 12 how we operate and what we're doing to make sure we're
13 Q. What are your concerns regarding the custodia 13 dlocated enough staff, and | do believe that it's come
14 saff at your new school ? 14 out we don't have enough staff; they're kind of
15 A, Wadl,just like at Hawthorne, where | said that 15 recognizing that. And | think there's something being
16 therejust didn't seem to be enough custodians for the 16 putin process.
17 workload that they have. | think the samethingis 17 We dso -- we have a school meeting at the
18 darting to happen a our new school where we have -- 18 beginning of the day where all the students are on the
19 there's 240 dementary kidsin my school and then we 19 playground and we have aPA system and we have this
20 dso sharethe site with amiddle school which has 20 chant and everything, and it'skind of a nice way to
21 another 160, so | think there's about a 300-student 21 darttheday. For awhile we were commenting on how
22 tota. And then both schools are doing before-school 22 the bathrooms were redly dirty and we kind of got some
23 stuff and then there's after-school programs, and the 23 morae boosting from them. It'stheir job to keep the
24 community uses the facilities, and we just don't have 24 bathrooms clean, and work with them aso, and it seemed
25 enough custodid steff to keep the campus clean. 25 to have helped on their end to keep the bathroom cleaner
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than it can be.

MS. VANSE: Q. Y ou mean on the students end?

A. Right. You know alot of the messisthem not
taking their mess to the garbage can and stuff like
that, and every little bit helps.

Q. And the concern you mentioned regarding not
having adequate noon supervisors at the International
Community School, do you know if the school is doing
anything to deal with that particular concern of yours?

A. | donot know.

Q. Do you know if anyone at the district is aware
of the circumstances regarding that concern?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague. Calsfor
speculation.

THE WITNESS: | do not know.

MS. VANSE: Q. You also mentioned aconcern
you had at the International Community School wasin
regard to textbooks. Do you know if ther€'s -- do you
know if the district is intending to purchase any
textbooks for the International Community School ?

MS. MAJD: Callsfor speculation.

THE WITNESS: It's my understanding that they
are not going to purchase anything for us. That dl
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Q. Anather concern you mentioned you had regarding
the International Community School regarded an equity
issue, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And| think you said that the hill schools
don't have the same problems. Isthat -- was that
correct?

A. That'scorrect.

Q. Andwhy do you think that hill schools don't
have the same problems?

MS. MAJD: Callsfor speculation.

MS. VANSE: Q. Andif | canjust actualy
narrow it alittle bit. 1'm not looking for like a
broad objective why, but just is there anything you have
read or become aware of that -- that those problems do
not exist in hill schools that you had concerns about
regarding the International Community School ?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague.

THEWITNESS: Well, | think alot of the
problems that we've talked about today occur because the
schoals in the flatlands are continuoudly growing. |
mean, as we stated, Hawthorne started off as a school
for only 500 students and it has continuously grown and

24 monies for new textbooks has been frozen. 24 grown and grown. And alot of the problems are because
25 MS. VANSE: Q. And how did you come about that 25 of the speedy growth, because of the overcrowding,
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1 understanding? 1 because of the lack of moniesto support such growth,
2 A. We have an educationa leader who -- she dedls 2 and | dont think that the hill schools see that kind of
3 with more of the curriculum part of the leadership of 3 growth.
4 the school; where the principal, she does the day-to-day 4 And | think that because my school community
5 management. And she's been the one who's been meeting 5 and Hawthorne deal with second-language learners, our
6 with the peopleinthe digtrict to figure out if were 6 students have alot more academic needs than alot of
7 getting textbooks, where we can get them from. And 7 kidsin the hillswho have English astheir first
8 she'sbeen told that we're not going to be able to get 8 language, and they come from families who have money and
9 any. 9 familieswho know how to read and families who are with
10 So she's basically been contacting anybody and 10 them every night to help them with their homework,
11 everybody she knows at any other school to kind of piece 11 wherealot of theflatland families aren't. They're
12 together things for us, which isredly time-consuming 12 struggling in these poor economic times for them. So
13 on her part. 13 our students have alot of academic needs, which takes
14 Q. Doyouknow why money for textbooks has been 14 up alot of money, whichis not dways available.
15 frozen at the district level? 15 MS. VANSE: Q. Did Hawthorne ever do any
16 MS. MAJD: Callsfor speculation. 16 auditswhile you were ateacher there?
17 THE WITNESS: | think it's because severa of 17 MS. MAJD: Cadllsfor speculation. Vague.
18 the programs, the math and the ELD particularly, are 18 THE WITNESS: What kind of audits? Monetary?
19 supposedly going to be new next year and the district 19 MS. VANSE: Q. Maybe| can break this down.
20 doesn't want to use money purchasing something that is 20 Did the Oakland Unified School District ever audit or
21 going to be obsolete by August. 21 review Hawthorne while you were ateacher there?
22 MS. VANSE: Q. Doyou know if the 22 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague. Calsfor
23 International Community School will be apart of the new 23 speculdion.
24 purchase, if that does occur, for the district? 24 THE WITNESS: | don't believe the district did,
25 A, | bdievewewill be. 25 but we were part of -- we were a school that was audited
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or reviewed by the Office of Civil Rights, and that had
to do with our English language development program or
our ELD program and if were providing the proper
education in that reallm of their education.
MS. VANSE: Q. And the Office of Civil
Rights, what is that affiliated with, do you know?
MS. MAJD: Cdlsfor alega conclusion.
THE WITNESS: | don't know.
MS. VANSE: Q. Isit astate agency? I've
never heard of it.
A. | bdieveit's a state agency, yeah.
Q. You just know it asthe Office of Civil Rights?
A. Yesh
Q. Okay. Any other -- when you said that was not
by the district, so you're not aware of any review that
the Oakland Unified School Didtrict gave to Hawthorne
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outside of the district and outside of the school, and

they gathered people that were interested in helping the
reform process in the school and they kind of met to
talk about problems that they see at Hawthorne and then
to come up with a plan of action to put into placeto
help solve these resolutions.

I'm not sure of the exact ramifications or
consequences of if you don't perform the way you're
supposed to perform, and | don't really remember what
the results really were.

MS. VANSE: Q. Do you know how Hawthorne was
selected to become an I1USP school ?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Calsfor alegd
conclusion.

THEWITNESS: | think it was based on student
performance or lack of student performance.

17 while you were there? 17 MS. VANSE: Q. And | think you mentioned this,
18 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague asto review. 18 but | just want to be sure. Y ou're not aware of
19 THE WITNESS: No. 19 anything that came as aresult of the [IUSP program
20 MS. VANSE: Q. Areyou aware of any review 20 implemented at Hawthorne?
21 that the state of Cdliforniadid of the district while 21  A. Therewasan action plan made, and the action
22 you were -- since you began working in the Oakland 22 plan was presented to the staff and the staff kind of --
23 Unified Schoal District? 23 | remember we discussed -- we discussed the problems and
24 MS. MAJD: Cadlsfor speculation. Vague asto 24 came up with some solutions, but thiswas right at the
25 review. 25 end of the school year. And so there was the knowledge
Page 115 Page 117
1 THE WITNESS: | think a couple of years ago 1 that alot of teachers were going to be leaving, and so
2 there was some sort of accounting review and it had come 2 they wanted to put off alot of the discussion until the
3 out that the district had misused some of its monies, 3 beginning of the school year when they had the new
4 but I'm not sure of the exact facts around that. 4 teachersthere, and it wasjust them and not the
5 | cannot recall any academic review of the 5 teachers who were leaving, helping make decisions.
6 didrict or any individual schools done on the part of 6 Q. Sinceyou left Hawthorne, have you talked with
7 thedate. 7 any of the teachers or administrators still remaining at
8 MS. VANSE: Q. Areyou aware of aprogram 8 Hawthorne about the IIUSP program?
9 cdled the Immediate Intervention Underperforming 9 A. No.
10 Schools Program? 10 Q. Anddidyou have achanceto review the action
11 A. Yes Wereactudlyinthat program now that 11 planaspart of that 1IUSP program for Hawthorne when
12 youmentionit. 12 youwereateacher?
13 Q. You, meaning Hawthorne? 13 A Yes
14  A. Hawthorne, yeah. 14 Q. Andwhat did you think about the action plan?
15 Q. Whatisyour understanding -- can | cdl it the 15 MS. MAJD: Objection. Callsfor an expert
16 1USP? 16 opinion.
17 A. Yesh 17 THE WITNESS: | thought it was an accurate
18 Q. Whatisyour understanding of the IIUSP 18 action plan. | remember the concernsthat | had. And a
19 program? 19 ot of concerns of my fellow colleagues was these were
20 MS. MAJD: Cdlsfor alega conclusion. 20 all thingsthat people had been saying for the last two
21 THE WITNESS: | don't have agreat 21 yearsthat I've been there and even before that that,
22 understanding for it because the process was started at 22 theseare problems at Hawthorne. And | know that people
23 Hawthorne at the time that | was more in the process of 23 wereredly concerned that it would just go status quo;
24 planning for the new school. But fromwhat | know, a 24 that weld talk about problems, we'd get excited by
25 team of people were assembled, that included people 25 changing them, nobody would take responsibility for
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1 doingit, and then the action would kind of die out. 1 heard about the mice, but | did seethe mice at severd
2 So that was kind of the fed of the meeting 2 occasions.
3 wherewereviewed the action plan. 3 Q. Andwas anything done to solve the mouse
4 MS. VANSE: If we can take abresk, I'mjust 4  problem?
5 going to review my notes to make sure | don't have 5 MS. MAJD: Cdlsfor speculation.
6 anythingelse. 6 THE WITNESS: | know that our custodians laid
7 THE WITNESS: Okay. 7 out those micetraps, the ones where they have the
8 (Whereupon, arecess was taken.) 8 dticky surface and the mouse basically suffocates.
9 MS. VANSE: Q. Other than -- excluding what 9 MS. VANSE: Q. Thegluetragps?
10 wevetaked about today, isthere anything you can 10 A. Yeah, the mouse -- not suffocates, it starves
11 think of you have concerns about regarding the 11 todeath. Andonetimel waswalking down the hall and
12 conditions at Hawthorne? 12 | saw the custodian carrying one of those away. They
13 A. Onething! don' think I mentioned well enough 13 a0, near the end of the year, made this blanket
14 waswith the overcrowding. When you have so many 14 statement that no teacher in that building can have any
15 classrooms, you have that many teachers, and | think as 15 animds, like classroom pets and whatnot, because for
16 aschool community you want to kind of be onein your 16 somereason they felt that the food that teachers were
17 ideas and your ideals and how you approach education and 17 using to feed their animals was the cause of amouse
18 kind of making the school aspecid place that's 18 problem. Eventhough most of the teachers kept all
19 different than any other school around. 19 their food in air-tight containers and whatnot.
20 And | think when you have 63, 64, 65 teachers 20 Q. Anything dseyou're aware of that the school
21 it'sredly hard to have that sort of closeness together 21 didto hdp solve the mouse problem a Hawthorne?
22 because you end up forming your own little cliques with 22 A. Notthat | can-- no.
23 people. Sotherewill be agroup of teachersthat are 23 Q. Do you know if the district was aware of the
24 redly working hard to teach -- to focus their children 24 mouse problem a Hawthorne?
25 onlearning these types of things, and there's another 25  A. |donotknow.
Page 119 Page 121
1 group of teachers who focus more on this. And there's 1 Q. And, I'm sorry, you said that the mouse problem
2 not redlly atogetherness that you sense. 2 occurred what time frame?
3 One, because there's too many teachers and 3 A. ltwaswithinthelast year | wasthere. The
4 every teacher hastheir different ideas on how things 4 2000/2001 school yesr.
5 should be done, but also you'll have one quarter of your 5 Q. Do you know if theré's fill amouse problem at
6 teachersthat are never there. So the overcrowding was 6 Hawthorne?
7 redly not good for the children because there's too 7 A. | havenoidea
8 many students, but it's also not good for the adults 8 Q. Any other concerns you have other than what
9 because there'stoo many adults. And like they say, too 9 wevedready discussed regarding the conditions at
10 many cooks spoil the pot of gruel, or whatever, and too 10 Hawthorne?
11 many teachers don't get on aconsistent basis together. 11  A. Notthat | canthink of.
12 Q. Anyother concerns you have regarding Hawthorne 12 Q. Any concernsthat you have other than what
13 other than what we've discussed today? 13 weve dready taked about regarding the new school
14  A. Therewasamouse problemin one of the 14 vyou're &, the International Community School?
15 buildings, the Whitten building. It wasn'tinthe 15 A, Wadl, | amalittleworried that our new
16 portablesthat | mentioned earlier today; it wasin one 16 building is not going to be built and that we're going
17 of the permanent structures. That went on for pretty 17 to be having to use thistemporary site on more than
18 much agood part of the last year | was there. 18 just atemporary basis. That'saconcernas| look at
19 Q. Andwhat do you mean there was a mouse problem? 19 our dirt plot, that we have, every day and there's no
20  A. Thebuilding was basicaly infested with a 20 digging goingon. It'sarea big concern because I've
21 bunch of mice that you could see running around when you 21 heard rumorsthat the district doesn't have the money
22 satintheroom. 22 anymoreto start building the site, so ...
23 Q. Andwasthis something you became aware of 23 Q. Other than rumors, have you heard anything more
24 because you saw the mice? 24  definite regarding whether the district does in fact
25  A. Idontknow if I first saw the mice or first 25 have no money to complete the Site?
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1 A. No, but they did move the construction 1 isattempting to accomplish?
2 portable, you know, the overseer of the construction 2 MS. MAJD: Cadlsfor alega conclusion.
3 dte. Hisportable has been removed from the 3 THE WITNESS: It's my understanding that the
4 construction site, so | don't know if he's even working 4 ACLU isseeking aresolution in the fact that they want
5 anymoreonit. 5 the state to form some sort of a monitoring device or a
6 Q. Any other concerns other than what we've talked 6 division of people or something that would monitor
7 about that you have regarding the International 7 schools, monitor districts to make sure that the
8 Community School? 8 conditions at schools, such as Hawthorne, do not happen.
9 A. No. 9 And that conditions at Hawthorne, such as-- a
10 Q. Andany concerns-- are there any concerns that 10 school such as Hawthorne, once a condition is bad it
11 you have regarding the Ogkland Unified School District 11 getsresolved quickly and it doesn't just keep getting
12 other than what we've talked about regarding these 12 worse and worse and worse until a school has a multitude
13 specific schools? 13 of terrible problems. And that there's an entity
14 MS. MAJD: Objection. Vague and overbroad. 14 holding schools and districts responsible to fix these
15 THE WITNESS: | do have alot of concerns about 15 problems.
16 the Oakland Unified School Didtrict. | think that it's 16 MS. VANSE: Q. Do you havein your own
17 avery huge organization and | think that there's not 17 personal possession any documents that talk about the
18 very good communication. For example, that DCH building | 18 concerns you have regarding conditions at Hawthorne?
19 that | told you about with the mold, they -- when they 19 A. Just acopy of my declaration.
20 first camein to do the whole mold report and it came 20 Q. Do you have any documents that, in your
21 out that there was mold, one group of people within the 21 possession, that talk about concerns you have regarding
22 district thought it was necessary that they just replace 22 thelnternational Community School?
23 theroof of the building. And then about a month later 23 A. No.
24 adifferent group of people condemned the building and 24 MS. VANSE: | have nothing further.
25 decided that it would be demolished &fter they had 25 MS. MAJD: Okay. I'mjust going to ask a
Page 123 Page 125
1 dready put on awhole new roof. 1 couplequestions.
2 And when it came down to it, the 2 MS. VANSE: Sure.
3 superintendent, when we asked him why would you putona | 3 EXAMINATION BY MS. MAJD
4 whole new roof and then decide to demolish the building, 4 MS. MAJD: Q. Have you ever spent any of your
5 he had no knowledge that a new roof had been put on. 5 own money to purchase books or instructional -- other
6 Thenew roof division of the school district had no idea 6 ingtructional materidsfor your classroom at Hawthorne
7 that the condemnation, knock-the-building-down group was 7 while you were at Hawthorne?
8 doingthat. That'sjust oneredly small example of how 8 A. My first year of Hawthorne | used agreat dedl
9 the communication works at the district. Nobody ever 9 of money, probably between 1500 and $2,000 buying books
10 knows what anybody elseis doing. 10 and other instructional stuff like curriculum guide
11 | think there's very few people that know that 11 books, like math -- like big clocks to help the children
12 there are new schools open this year because I'll go to 12 teachtime. Likealot of hands-on stuff for my class.
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mestings and people ask me what school I'm fromand Il
say the new schoal, International Community School, and
other teachers|ook a me and say, "There's new schools?
| didn't know that." The district'sjust way too big to
service the people, which leads to a multitude of
problems.

MS. VANSE: Q. Any other concerns you have
other than those we just talked about regarding the
Oakland Unified Schoal District?

MS. MAJD: Same objections.

THE WITNESS: No.

MS. VANSE: Q. Do you-- what isyour
understanding of what this lawsuit, the Williams lawsuit
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Because when | acquired the classroom from the teacher
who left mid-year, | was really |eft with nothing. |
was | eft with books that were not age appropriate for
the students | had. They would be more for afourth or
fifth grade reading level when they were second
graders.

| hadn't -- other than the basic manipulatives,
| had redlly nothing elsein my classroom. | think |
literally moved out of that classroom with three or four
boxes worth of stuff in the next year's classroom.
When | moved to ICS | had almost 100 boxes worth of
stuff that was dl purchased by me.

Q. Wereyou ever reimbursed for the money you
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spent on these materials?

A. No. My first year -- not that three months or
two months | taught in the summer -- but starting that
next school year, | think al new teachers at the school
were given $100 to buy some basic things for their
classroom. | never had to buy crayons or that kind of
stuff for my classroom, that was provided by the
schoal. It was more stuff the kids used in their
day-to-day lessons. | was provided with pencils and
paper and crayons though.

Q. Youve mentioned anumber of times today that
overcrowding, the multitrack schedule, roving, and
pulling students out into overflow classes of weeks
after school started, impedes the sense of community or
the sense of belonging that students have a Hawthorne;
isthat right?

A. Right.

Q. Do you think that a sense of community or a
sense of belonging isimportant to student learning?

MS. VANSE: Objection. Callsfor expert
testimony.

THE WITNESS: | do. One-- in order to open
our new school, Internationad Community School, we had
to go through awhole, 10-, 15-, 20-page proposal where
we had to lay out al the plans. And one of our mgjor
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it takes up awhole city block. And the students
sometimes didn't know where they can go to the
bathroom. "If | can't usethe one | use every day,
wheredo | go?'

Sometimes kids were scared to ask or they
didn't know who to ask because they don't know al the
teachers, so that was pretty, I'm sure, tough for them.
And asojust theloss of instructiontime. If a
student goes to one bathroom with his buddy and it's
locked, he's going to have to find another bathroom
which probably doubles or triples the time they're out
of the classroom. So that also was another concern.

MS. MAJD: Okay. Thanks.

FURTHER EXAMINATION BY MS. VANSE

MS. VANSE: Q. Just very few follow-up. The
money that you spent your first year, you said that was
buying books and instructional materids, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Werethese textbooks?

A. They weren't textbooks. In elementary school,
especialy the lower grades, we don't use alot of
textbooks as we know them. The upper grades | think do
more. It was more just reading books like Clifford
books and Henry & Mudge books; things that the children
read every day, but they're not textbooks.
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components of our schoal isthat were building a
community, and these students in my new school are all
old Hawthorne students, except the kindergartners who
are obviously new to education.

But 95 percent of them came from Hawthorne and
it's amazing to see the difference in students who are
inasmaller school who have a sense of belonging. They
know they're responsible to keep the bathrooms clean,
like we were talking about earlier. And kidsthat |
know that used to fight together at Hawthorne because
there was no playground space, they're now friends and
they get along and they enjoy coming to school and
they're excited.

So | can redlly see how the community were
building at my new school shows that children need a
sense of community.

MS. MAJD: Q. You aso mentioned today that
the bathrooms at Hawthorne were sometimes locked while
you were there. Do you have any concerns about the fact
that the bathrooms sometimes were locked at Hawthorne
other than what we've discussed aready today?

A. Wadll, | think for alittle first grader or
second grader who really needs to go to the bathroom and
then finding out that a bathroom islocked, is probably
pretty scary. Likel said, the school isredly big;
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Q. Didyou ever ask your principa about how you
could go about getting additiona books or instructional
materials before you purchased them on your own?

MS. MAJD: Objection. Assumesfactsnotin
evidence.

THE WITNESS: Wdll, it was stated at the
beginning of the year that, you know, this $100 that we
got isbasicaly al you're going to get, and | think
that every year there was hope that there would be
enough money in the budget to give every teacher a
little bit of money.

Basically you would scrounge what you could
from things that were left over from teachers who had
left. It was basically told to you if you needed
something in your classroom you would have to get it
yoursdlf,

MS. VANSE: Q. Regarding the bathrooms that
were locked, do you know why the bathrooms were locked?

A. | don't know the specific reasons. | know that
at times bathrooms were locked when they overflowed, and
| would think that would be the only reason, but | can't
be sure.

Q. And do you know how often bathrooms would be
locked?

A. | think there was good weeks and bad weeks, but
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1 if | averageit out over the whole year, it was probably 1 CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER
2 onceaweek | heard astudent tell me that the bathrooms | 2
3  werelocked. 3 [, MICHELLE L. GIACHINO, a Certified Shorthand
4 MS. VANSE: | don't have anything dse. We 4 Reporter, hereby certify that the witnessin the
5 just haveto do some stipulations. May we stipulate 5 foregoing deposition was by me duly sworn to tell the
6 that the copies of the exhibits be used as the 6 truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth in the
7 originals? The court reporter will deliver the 7 within-entitled cause:
8 originasto the office of Ms. Mgjd and be relieved of 8 That said deposition was taken down in
9 her duties. Thewitness shal have 30 days as of the 9 shorthand by me, adisinterested person, at the time and
10 date of the court reporter's transmittal |etter to sign 10 placetherein stated, and that the testimony of the said
11 and make any corrections. Counsdl will notify all 11 witnesswas theresfter reduced to typewriting, by
12 parties of any changesinwriting. If it isnot signed, 12 computer, under my direction and supervision;
13 then any unsigned and uncorrected copy may beusedin | 13 | further certify that | am not of counsel or
14 placeof theoriginal. So stipulated? 14 attorney for either or any of the partiesto the said
15 MS. MAJD: So dtipulated. 15 deposition, nor in any way interested in the event of
16 (Whereupon, the deposition was adjourned 16 thiscause, and that | am not related to any of the
17 a 2:57 p.m) 17 partiesthereto.
18 ---000--- 18
19 19 DATED: , 2002
20 20
21 21
22 22
23 23 MICHELLE L. GIACHINO, CSR 11028
24 24
25 25
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1
2
3 | declare under penalty of perjury that the
4 foregoingistrue and correct. Subscribed
5 a , Cdlifornia, this__ day of
6 , 2002.
7
8
9
10 Signature of the witness
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