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1 Deposition of JOSCELYN MC CAULEY, taken on 1 LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
2 behalf of the Defendants at 400 South Hope Street, 2 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2001; 9:38 A.M.
3 LosAngees, Cdifornia, on FRIDAY, SEPFTEMBER 7, 3
4 2001 at 9:38 A.M., before ASHALA TYLOR, 4 (Deposition Exhibits 1 - 4 were marked by
5 CSR No. 2436, RPR, pursuant to Notice. 5 thereporter for identification and are attached
6 6 hereto.)
7 APPEARANCES: 7
8 8 JOSCELYN MC CAULEY,
9 FORTHE PLAINTIFF: 9 Having been first duly
10 MORRISON & FOERSTER LLP 10 sworn, was examined and testified
11 BY: LEECIA WELCH, ESQ. 11 asfollows.
12 425 Market Street 12
13 San Francisco, California 94105-2482 13 EXAMINATION
14 415 268-6924 14
15 15 BY MR.LA COMBE:
16 FOR THE DEFENDANTS: 16 Q. Good morning, Mrs. McCauley. My nameis
17 OMELVENY & MEYERS 17 Steven LaCombe. | represent the state of
18 BY: STEVEN LA COMBE, ESQ. 18 Cdlifornia
19 400 South Hope Street 19 Would you please state and spell your name
20 Los Angeles, California 90071-2899 20 oncefor the record.
21 213 430-6000 21 A. Joscelyn McCauley. It's J-o-s-c-e-l-y-n,
22 22 M-c-C-aul-evy.
23 ALSO PRESENT: 23 Q. I'mheretoday to take your deposition.
24 JOHN LITTRELL 24 Have you ever had your deposition taken before?
25 25 A. No.
Page 3 Page 5
1 INDEX 1 Q. Wéll, thisiswhat's going to happen.
2 2 I'll ask aseries of questions. My questions and
3 WITNESS EXAMINATION PAGE 3 your answerswill be taken down by the
4 JOSCELYN MC CAULEY (By Mr. LaCombe) 4 4 court reporter to be transcribed into a booklet.
5 (By Ms. Welch) 170 5 For the court reporter's sake and to have a clear
6 6 record, it'simportant that you state your answers
7 7 clearly. Sonods of the head, shaking your head,
8 8 uh-huh, uh-uh, thingslike that, are very difficult
9 EXHIBITS PAGE 9 for the court reporter to take down.
10 1- Declaration of Joscelyn K. McCauley 4 10 Will you do that, please?
11 2- Notice of Deposition 4 11 A. Yes
12 3 - Document entitled "History of 12 Q. Also, in order to make sure we have agood
13 Concerned Parents: Our Sweat and 13 record, it'simportant that one person speak only
14 Teas' 4 14 atatime. So pleasewait until | completely
15 4 - Diagram of Frank D. Parent School 4 15 finish my question before you begin your answer.
16 16 Will you do that?
17 17 A. Yes.
18 18 Q. Mrs. McCauley, it'simportant to listen
19 19 carefully to the question. If you don't understand
20 20 thequestion for some reason, pleasetell me and
21 21 I'll do my best to try and rephraseit soit's
22 22 understandable.
23 23 Will you do that?
24 24 A. Yes
25 25 Q. Please answer the questions to the best of
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Page 6 Page 8
1 your ability. If you don't know the answer, just 1 A. No.
2 say "l don't know." No need to make any wild 2 Q. Isthere any reason you can think of why
3  guesses. 3 you may not be able to answer my questions fully
4 However, if you aren't completely certain 4 andfairly?
5 about the answer, | may ask you for your best 5 A. No.
6 edimateif you have one. Will you do that? 6 Q. Did you do anything to prepare for your
7 A. Yes. 7 deposition today?
8 Q. Your testimony today is under oath so it's 8 A. Yes.
9 very important that you answer the questions as 9 Q. What did you do?
10 fairly and fully asyou can. 10 A. | found some documents. | talked with my
11 Will you do that? 11 attorney, and read over some of the history that |
12 A. Yes. 12 had given her.
13 Q. If you need a bresk for any reason, just 13 Q. The documents that you reviewed
14 let me know. I'll let the court reporter know that 14 beforehand, are those the documents that you
15 we're off therecord. 15 brought today?
16 Sometimes it may happen that you'll 16 A. Thedocumentsthat | reviewed are letters
17 remember something after you answer. Later onin 17 that were given to the ACLU, the history that | had
18 theday, you'll remember some additional 18 gone through with the schoal.
19 information or realize that something you said, 19 Q. Okay.
20 perhaps, wasn't true at that time. 20 A. My declaration and another deposition.
21 When you make that realization, let me 21 Q. What deposition are you referring to?
22 know immediately and we'll take care of it right 22 A. It had something to do with this case.
23 then. 23 Q. It wasadeposition of another witness?
24 Will you do that? 24 A. Itwas, | think, an example, yes.
25 A. Yes. 25 Q. Do you remember who the deponent was of
Page 7 Page 9
1 Q. Everything we say is being transcribed 1 that deposition?
2 into abooklet that will be sent to you for your 2 A. No.
3 review and signature. When you receive the booklet 3 Q. You said that you reviewed letters that
4 you can make whatever changes you feel are 4 you sent to the ACLU; isthat correct?
5 necessary. Keepin mind that the various lawyers 5 A. No. Lettersthat | sent to the school and
6 inthiscase are free to comment on any changes 6 theschool district.
7 that you make. 7 Q. Okay. How many letters were those?
8 Does that make sense? 8 A. | don't know.
9 A. Yes. 9 Q. Do you have an estimate?
10 Q. Do you understand these rules? 10 A. Maybe between four and six.
11 A. Yes | do. 11 Q. Okay. Do you recal whichindividuals
12 Q. Okay. Do you have any questions? 12 those letters were addressed t0?
13 A. No. 13 A. Marie Stricklin, principal, the
14 Q. | have acouple basic questions to make 14 superintendent in charge or, | guess, she was
15 surewe are good to go. 15 administrator in charge at thetime, Dr. Montle,
16 Mrs. McCauley, have you recently consumed 16 Dr. JamesHarris, the current superintendent, Kevin
17 any medication, alcohol or any other substance that 17 Murray, our state senator. | think that'sit. Oh,
18 would makeit difficult for you to understand or 18 Dr. Nash, the previous superintendent.
19 answer my questions? 19 BY MR.LA COMBE:
20 A. No. 20 Q. I'dliketo introduce the
21 Q. Areyou sick today? 21 Exhibit premarked 3.
22 A. No, but my stomach is bothering me a 22 Would you please open the document --
23 little. 23 first of dl, do you recognize this document?
24 Q. That wouldn't interfere with your ability 24 A. Yes.
25 to understand or answer my questions? 25 Q. What isit?
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Page 10 Page 12
1 A. It'sadocument that we gave to our state 1 onpage1292.
2 senator. 2 A. Thisisaletter | wroteto Dr. Montle,
3 Q. Who wasthat? 3 thethen acting superintendent.
4 A. Kevin Murray. 4 Q. Isthisanother one of the lettersthat
5 Q. Can you quickly look through the document. 5 you reviewed in preparation?
6 (The witness complies.) 6 A. Yes.
7 Q. Isthisthe entire document you presented 7 Q. The next document is the same letter as
8 toMr. Murray? 8 beforeto Mrs. Stricklin. Go ahead to 1308.
9 A. Yes. 9 Do you recognize this document?
10 Q. Okay. 10 A. Yes.
11 A. Lookslikeit. 11 Q. What isit?
12 Q. Did you prepare this document? 12 A. Thisisafollow-up letter to Senator
13 A. Yes. 13 Murray's chief of staff on a meeting that we had
14 Q. Did anybody else assist you in preparing 14 with him concerning our issues at the school and
15 thisdocument? 15 our dissatisfaction with things at the school.
16 A. Yes. 16 Q. Okay. Isthisone of the documents that
17 Q. Who wasthat? 17 you reviewed in preparation for today?
18 A. Itwould be Beverly Kukyendall-Jones, 18 A. Yes.
19 Diane Stasher-Thomas, Gerald Riberio. 19 Q. And 1310, IUSD meeting. Do you recognize
20 Q. Okay. 20 this?
21 A. MariaGray. 21 A. No, | don't actually recognize this one.
22 Q. Anybody else? 22 Q. Okay. | takeit, then, thisis not one of
23 A. No. 23 the documents that you reviewed for today?
24 Q. Well talk more about this document later. 24 A. Well, | guess| could say that's correct.
25 I'dliketo call your attention to the page that's 25 Q. Okay. The next document that'sin this
Page 11 Page 13
1 marked inthelower right-hand corner "PLTF 01290. 1 exhibit tarting at 1311 --
2 Do you seethat? 2 A. Uh-huh.
3 A. Got my finger onit. Yes. 3 Q. -- do you recognize this?
4 Q. Do you recognize this document? 4 A. Yes.
5 A. Yes. 5 Q. Yes?
6 Q. What isit? 6 A. Yes.
7 A. It'saletter | wrote to the principa of 7 Q. What isit?
8 theschoal. 8 A. It'sthe agenda from the meeting with the
9 Q. Okay. Isthisone of the lettersthat you 9 digtrict officias.
10 reviewed in preparation for your deposition today? 10 Q. Okay. Do you remember which district
11 A. Yes. 11 officidsthose were?
12 Q. Why did you read thisletter in 12 A. Dr. Nash, who was then the superintendent,
13 preparation for your deposition today? 13 andal of hisdirectors.
14 MS. WELCH: I'm going to object that it 14 Q. Do you remember how many directorsthere
15 callsfor attorney-client privileged information. 15 werethere?
16 THE WITNESS: What was the question again, 16 A. Oh, there were about eight to 10.
17 please? 17 Q. Did you prepare this document?
18 BY MR.LA COMBE: 18 A. No.
19 Q. Yes. Why did you read thisletter in 19 Q. Okay. Didyouread it --
20 preparation for today? 20 A. Which document?
21 A. Sothat | would be refreshed on what | had 21 Q. Specifically about the agenda for the IUSD
22 written. 22  mesting.
23 Q. Okay. 23 A. No, | didn't prepare this.
24 A. Thiswaswritten two years ago. 24 Q. Did you read thisin preparation for your
25 Q. Okay. And the next document is starting 25 deposition today?
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Page 14

Page 16

1 A. No. 1 Q. Okay. Do you know specifically what
2 Q. Okay. 2 policiesbesidesthe policiesfor reviewing
3 A. Wdl, | scanned it. 3 teachers?
4 Q. When you reviewed these documents, were 4 A. No. | can't remember al of them.
5 they aspart of thislarger document, the exhibit 5 Q. Okay. Do you have an estimate for about
6 asawhole? 6 how many different policiesit requests?
7 A. Yes. 7 A. It'sabout apage and ahalf letter, and |
8 Q. Okay. Werethere any other |etters that 8 would say there were at least requests for ten
9 you reviewed besides those that we just discussed? 9 different documents.
10 A. Yes. 10 Q. Do you know if Dr. Harris ever produced
11 Q. Okay. which ones were those? 11 those policies?
12 A. Theletter that we wrote to the current 12 A. | don't know. Not to my knowledge, |
13 superintendent. 13 guess| should say.
14 Q. Isthat Dr. Harris? 14 Q. How did you get thisletter?
15 A. Yes. 15 A. I'mamember of the PTA board.
16 Q. Okay. 16 Q. Asamember of the PTA board you receive
17 A. Two other documents. One, | think, isa 17 all lettersthat the PTA produces?
18 letter from my daughter's current teacher. 18 A. No. But | wasapart of the
19 Q. Okay. 19 decision-making process on this. And with that, |
20 A. A letter to parents. And the other one, | 20 got acopy of the letter.
21 can't remember what it was. 21 Q. Okay. Why did the PTA decide to request
22 Q. Therewas one more? 22 thesepoliciesfrom Dr. Harris?
23 A Yes 23 A. Why didthe PTA?
24 Q. If you remember what it islater on, just 24 Q. Yes.
25 let meknow. 25 A. | don't think the PTA decided to request
Page 15 Page 17
1 A. Okay. 1 theselettersor policies. The PTA board was
2 Q. Okay. Therewasaletter to the current 2 interested in finding out information about the
3 superintendent, Dr. Harris? 3 school. And Dr. Harrisisin charge of the school
4 A. Yes. 4 didtrict.
5 Q. Isthat aletter that you wrote? 5 Q. Okay. Then maybe| should ask: Why did
6 A. No. It camefrom her PTA president. 6 thePTA board decide to request these policies?
7 Q. Who wasthat? 7 MS. WELCH: Objection. Asked and
8 A. Wéll, the past PTA president. 8 answered.
9 Q. Isthat Beverly Kukyendall-Jones? 9 BY MR.LA COMBE:
10 A. And Gerald Riberio, with aG. 10 Q. Go ahead.
11 Q. WhoisGerad? 11 A. Because they are questions about how
12 A. Geradd Riberio was the co-president. 12 things-- about the way things operate within the
13 Q. They are both co-presidents? 13 school. And we didn't get those answers from the
14 A. Yes. 14 principal. We wanted to know if there wasin fact
15 Q. Do you know what the date of that |etter 15 policy in place to answer those questions.
16 is? 16 Q. Thank you. Did you bring that letter with
17 A. No. 17 you today?
18 Q. Do you have an estimate of when it would 18 A. Yes
19 havebeen? 19 Q. Okay.
20 A. Lastfal. 20 MR. LA COMBE: Isit part of the documents
21 Q. What doesthat letter discuss, if you 21 that you presented, Leecia?
22 recal? 22 THEWITNESS:. No.
23 A. It requests documentation from the 23 MR. LA COMBE: Whichisit?
24 didtrict on policiesfor reviewing teachers. It's 24 MS. WELCH: Not that I'm aware of.
25 requesting alot of district policies. 25 THEWITNESS: No. She hasn't seenit.
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Page 18 Page 20
1 It'sinmy car. 1 A. | believeso. Yeah, | think | did.
2 BY MR.LA COMBE: 2 Q. How did you get the complaint?
3 Q. You also mentioned aletter from your 3 A. At apress conference with the ACLU.
4 daughter's current teacher? 4 Q. Okay. Where was the press conference?
5 A. Correct. 5 A. Atthe ACLU in Los Angeles.
6 Q. When wasthat letter from? 6 Q. Whenwasthat?
7 A. Thisweek. 7 A. August 17th, 2000.
8 Q. Doesyour daughter attend Parent 8 Q. All right.
9 Elementary? 9 A. | believe.
10 A. No. 10 Q. Soundslike arough estimate. Please
11 Q. What school does she attend? 11 review paragraphs 259 through 262.
12 A. 74th Street Gifted Magnet. 12 MS. WELCH: It'son page 55.
13 Q. Why did you review the letter from her 13 THE WITNESS: Paragraph numbers again,
14 current teacher in preparation for the deposition? 14 please.
15 A. Actualy, | guess| didn't review itin 15 BY MR.LA COMBE:
16 preparation for the deposition. The teacher sent 16 Q. Starting with 259 right under "Frank D.
17 homealetter that | needed to respond to by today 17 Parent Elementary School."
18 sol hadtoread it last night. 18 A. 259 and?
19 Q. Okay. 19 Q. Through 262.
20 A. And because thisis about schoals, | 20 (The witness complies.)
21 included that. 21 A. Okay.
22 Q. Do you remember what the other |etter was 22 Q. Did you write these paragraphs?
23 now? 23 A. No. | did read it last night, though.
24 A. No. 24 Q. Oh, you did?
25 Q. Okay. You mentioned that you also talked 25 A. Yes
Page 19 Page 21
1 with your attorney in preparation for the 1 Q. Aspart of the complaint or did you read
2 deposition. 2 likethe entire document or just these four?
3 A. Yes. 3 A. | justread this. | did not read this
4 Q. Okay. Who wasthat? 4  entire document.
5 A. LeeciaWelch. 5 Q. Good.
6 Q. When was that conversation? 6 Did you help to prepare these documents,
7 A. Last night. 7 these paragraphs?
8 Q. Who was present? 8 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague.
9 A. Leeciaand mysdlf. 9 THE WITNESS: These are my complaints. |
10 Q. Okay. How long did you talk? 10 don't know who prepared this.
11 A. Two hours. 11 BY MR.LA COMBE:
12 Q. Wasthat in person? 12 Q. Okay.
13 A. Yes. 13 A. Thisistheissue.
14 Q. I'dlikeyouto look at the first amended 14 Q. Right, fair enough.
15 complaint, whichis, aswe agreed, is hot marked as 15 I'd also like to direct your attention to
16 anexhibit. 16 your declaration. Thisis premarked Exhibit 1.
17 Hereisacopy for you, Leecia. 17 Have you seen this document before?
18 Have you seen this document before? 18 A. Yes
19 A. Something similar. I'm not sureif this 19 Q. Onthelast page, page 3, isthat your
20 isit? Oh, yes, thisisthe complaint. 20 dignature?
21 Q. When have you seen the complaint? 21 A. Yes.
22 A. Last August. 17th, | believe. 22 Q. And thisisyour declaration?
23 Q. Any time since then? 23 A. Correct.
24 A. I'mnot sure. I'mnot sureif | saw this. 24 Q. Haveyou signed any other declarationsfor
25 Q. Did you read the whole thing? 25 thiscase?
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Page 22 Page 24
1 A. | don't believe so. 1 Q. Yes.
2 Q. Did you write this document? 2 A. Okay.
3 A. Yes. 3 Q. Did you review the document before you
4 Q. Okay. 4 dgnedit?
5 A. Maybel ought to clarify that, too. 5 A. Yes, | did.
6 Q. Yes. 6 Q. And did you have any conversations with
7 A. | didn't typethis. 7 anybody before you signed this document?
8 Q. Okay. 8 A. No.
9 A. | wrote a statement out and someone redid 9 Q. You can set that aside for the time.
10 it thisway. 10 Let'stalk about your children. Tell me about
11 Q. Okay. Youwroteit out by hand? 11 them.
12 A. No. 12 A. They aregreat. | havethree. Ages9, 4
13 Q. | saw you wave your hand like you were 13 and ahalf and two and a half.
14 using apen. 14 Q. What are their names?
15 A. No, | used acompuiter. 15 A. Sharifa, Kalonji and Niara.
16 Q. Typed it out? 16 Q. Do you know their birth dates?
17 A. Yes. 17 A. Sharifa, 2-27-92; Kaonji 3-15-97. Niara,
18 Q. And you sent that to the ACLU? 18 10-15-98.
19 A. Yes. 19 Q. Do any of them attend Parent Elementary
20 Q. Havethere been any changesto this 20 School?
21 document between the version that you sent to the 21 A. No.
22 lawyers and the version that you executed, that you 22 Q. Haveyou decided when Kalonji isgoing to
23 dgned? 23 be starting school ?
24 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague, calsfor 24 A. Yes.
25 gpeculation. 25 Q. When?
Page 23 Page 25
1 THE WITNESS: What kind of changes? 1 A. When they have all-day kindergarten or in
2 BY MR.LA COMBE: 2 thels grade.
3 Q. Changesto words, for instance. Not 3 Q. Do you know about what time of the year
4 formatting changes. | understand -- 4 that would be?
5 A. A change, they did get books. Her class 5 A. That would befall of 2002.
6 got booksinthefall of 2000. 6 Q. Do you intend to enroll Kalonji at an
7 Q. Okay. | guess| should clarify my 7 Inglewood Unified School District school?
8 quedtion. 8 A. Yes
9 A. Okay. 9 Q. At Parent?
10 Q. Between the draft version of the statement 10 A. Yes.
11 that you sent to the lawyers and thisfinal 11 Q. Why do you intend to enroll Kalonji at
12 statement, were there any changes to the statement 12 Parent?
13 made? 13 A. Becausethat's our neighborhood schoal.
14 A. No. 14 Q. And Sharifa--
15 MS. WELCH: And I'm going to object to the 15 A. Do you want to know why else?
16 extent thiscallsfor attorney-client information 16 Q. Okay.
17 and work product. 17 A. Because | bought my house to send my
18 THE WITNESS: No. 18 children to that school.
19 BY MR.LA COMBE: 19 Q. You mean it's close to the school ?
20 Q. No? 20 A. Yes. It'swaking distance. And whenwe
21 A. No, | do my own writing. 21 were sold our house, we were told that was a
22 Q. Okay. 22 fabulous schoal, that people come from all over to
23 A. Isthat what you mean? 23 goto that school, and we bought our home there.
24 Q. Yes. 24 Spent alot of money, too.
25 A. Isthiswhat | wrote? 25 Q. Isittrue-- doyou believethat it'sa
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Page 26

Page 28

1 fabulous school? 1 What are all the schools she's attended?
2 A. No. 2 Don't worry, we're not going to go through the
3 Q. Okay. Why not? 3 entirety of it. What are all the schools she's
4 A. Because the academic standards are not 4 attended since kindergarten?
5 what | -- not the same standards that I was 5 A. She went to Dreamland Early Learning
6 educated on. The school facilities in terms of 6 Center for preschool and kindergarten; ¥
7 materials that the students have are lacking. The 7 Frank D. Parent, 1st grade through first semester
8 textbooks, while they have improved a little, they 8 of4th grade. Now she's at 74th Street Gifted
9 could still be better. The school facilities, such 9 Magnet, 4th grade, second semester, and she's in
10 as the library, is not what a library should be. 10  5th grade now.
11 The school staff is not what I believe a school 11 Q. Are those all the schools she's attended?
12 staff should be. The administration is 12 A. Yes.
13 ineffective, totally inefficient, and not doing a 13 Q. What grade is she in now?
14 very good job. 14 A. She's currently in 5th grade.
15 Q. Do you intend to enroll Kalonji at Parent 15 Q. School already started for the Sth grade
16 beyond kindergarten? 16 year?
17 A. Kalonji will go there if they have all-day 17 A. Yes.
18 kindergarten. He will definitely go there in the 18 Q. Why did you take Sharifa out of Parent?
19  1st grade, and they will educate my son. 19 A. Because she was not being served. She was
20 Q. Okay. You mentioned it's contingent upon 20 not being taught appropriately. She was not being
21  whether or not there is all-day kindergarten? 21 challenged. She didn't have the exposure, I think,
22 A. Yes. 22 that she should have and other forth graders should
23 Q. Right now they only have half day, is that 23 have in the 4th grade. 4th graders should know
24 u? 24  their multiplication tables or at least be taught
25 A. Ibelieve it's about three hours. 25 their multiplication tables. She wasn't. They
Page 27 Page 29
1 Q. If they don't have full-day kindergarten, 1 were not doing math at a level that those students
2 will you enroll Kalonji somewhere else? 2 could perform. The teacher wasn't really E
3 A. No. Kalonji is -- well, I guess the 3 interested in helping her.
4 answer would be yes. 4 Q. This is her 4th grade teacher?
5 Q. Where would you enroll him? 5 A. Correct.
6 A. He's currently at Dreamland Early Learning 6 Q. Okay.
7 Center. 7 A. I'm sure the teacher did the best she
8 (Recess.) 8 could, but Sharifa could -- she needed more.
9 BY MS. WELCH: 9 Q. Any other reasons?
10 Q. You indicated earlier that Sharifa 10 A. Other than not being properly educated?
11 McCauley now is at 74 Street Magnet School. 11 Q. Uh-huh.
12 A. Yes. 12 A. No.
13 Q. Where is that school? 13 Q. What was the name of her teacher in the
14 A. In Los Angeles. 14  4th grade?
15 Q. How far is it from your home? 15 A.
16 A. Five miles. 16 Q. Do you think that Sharifa's other teachers
17 Q. How does she get to school? 17 she had were interested in her education?
18 A. Now she takes the bus. 18 A. Tbelieve that all of the teachers are
19 Q. Okay. Does the school provide a bus? 19 interested in the student's education at some
20 A. Yes. 20 level. I don't want to say that as not
21 Q. How long has she been going to the 74 21 interested, but I will say that I've seen much
22 Street Magnet School? 22 better performance out of other teachers.
23 A. February of 2001. 23 Q. What teachers are you referring to?
24 Q. Let's go through her entire educational 24 A. Miss Debbie Burke, Sharifa's current
25 career as a sketch. 25 teacher, Debbie Martin, Rene Cole, our preschool
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Page 32

1 teacher. Rene Cole taught Sharifa to read at a 2nd 1 2sand 5s. Then I expect that that would have been
2 grade level. When she went to Parent School, she 2 taught to my child in the 2nd grade. It wasn't.
3 was reading at a 2nd grade level. She was doing 3 When I look at the curriculum and see that
4  math, addition and subtraction, triple digits. 4  the child should be doing a particular type of
5 Now, I know the state of California 5 writing, sentences, and they are not doing that, it
6 doesn't require that of 1st graders or 6 makes me think that, gee, this teacher didn't do a
7 kindergarten, but when you have a child that has 7 very good job.
8 that ability, I think it's okay to give them some 8 Q. Did you complain to -
9 things that keep them stimulated in that grade. 9 A. I complained to the principal. Iasked
10 Q. Who is Debbie Burke? 10 the principal not to put my child in her class in
11 A. Sharifa's 1st grade teacher. 11 the first place. The principal, Mrs. Stricklin,
12 Q. So Jerry Martin is her current teacher? 12 assured me that#vas one of her mentor
13 A. Correct. 13 teachers, that she was the best teacher, and it was
14 Q. Rene Cole, was she at Dreamiand? 14 atotal waste of Sharifa's 2nd grade.
15 A. Correct. 15 Actually, it wasn't because Sharifa had a
16 Q. Okay. Any other teachers that you can 16 blast. She had a fun time, and I'm glad about
17  think of? 17 that. Okay. She got to do some art things.
18 A. Yes. _ 2nd grade 18 kind of artsy. She likes that, and
19 teacher, horrible. You know, school is a building 19 that was good. So there was a benefit there.
20 process. They learn something at one level which 20 Q. When you said -- was she a credentialed
21 enables a person at the next level to continue and 21 teacher?
22 take the child further. And if the children are 22 A. Yes.
23 not prepared before going to the next level, it 23 Q. Does she have full credentials?
24 gives the teacher at the following level a more 24 A. Idon't know. Ididn't ask her. When the
25 difficult time. If the teacher has to spend time 25 principal told me she was a mentor teacher, I
Page 31 Page 33
1 catching students up, then they are not able to 1 assumed that she had credentials. So I don't know.
2 push the class further so that when they go to the 2 Q. Do you know if any of the teachers that
3 next level they are prepared. 3 Sharifa has had were not fully credentialed?
4 So if you are in the 2nd grade and you 4 A. No, I don't know that.
5 don't learn basics about mathematics, you don't 5 Q. You mentioned there was a problem that
6 leamn basics about reading, it's difficult when you 6 teachers have that they are not able to group
7 getto the 3rd grade, and so on, for the 4th grade. 7 according to ability?
8  And that's the situation. 8 A. Correct.
9 Q. Who was her 3rd grade teacher? 9 Q. What do you mean by that?
10 A. Belinda Acuna. 10 A. Well, in a classroom, Sharifa's 4th grade
Il Q. What did you think of Belinda Acuna? 11 class in particular, there were what they
12 A. She was good, but she still had the issue 12 considered GATE students, gifted and talented
13 of dealing with students that were not all at the 13 education is what the program is, and all the
14 same level. It's difficult when teachers are not 14 students were going along at the same pace.
15 able to group their students and keep some at, you 15 I spoke to the counselor, whose name is
16 know, one level and some at another level so that 16 also Gerry Martin. She looked at Sharifa's records
17 everyone gets served. 17 and looked at her test scores, and told me that she
18 Q. When you say that -was horrible, 18 had a conversation with the teacher and said,
19 what do you mean by that specifically? 19 "Well, you should be grouping these students. You
20 A. Well, that her focus, in my opinion, 20 should be giving them additional work at different
21 appeared to be on having fun. There were things - 21 levels and having them work together to help each
22 see, I looked at the state of California 22 other to challenge them in addition to what's going
23  curriculum. 23 on with the regular class.”
24 When I looked at the curriculum it says 24 That wasn't happening. I'm not a teacher.
25 that the child should be doing multiplication 1s, 25 I can't tell the teacher what her line of work is,
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Page 34

Page 36

1 you know, what she should be doing in her 1 And if you are not getting quality
2 classroom. But the counselor said this to me. So 2 instruction, how can you do better?
3 that makes me think that that teacher was not able 3 Q. Did Sharifa ever indicate to you that she
4 to group. 4 wanted to stay at Parent?
5 It also happened in 3rd grade when I 5 A. Sure, she did.
6 complained to the teacher and the principal that 6 Q. Why did she want to stay at Parent?
7  Sharifa had not been given any multiplication in 7 A. She's akid. It's her school. Her little
8 December. When was she in 3rd grade? '99? It was 8 friends are there. But you know what? She loves
9 December I realized, gee, she hasn't done any 9 the school. She has better friends. She likes her
10 multiplication. I asked the teacher onit. And 10 teacher much better, and she's getting up early,
11 she said, "Well, I'm working on catching everyone 11 getting on the bus to get there.
12 uwp." 12 Q. And has she had any teachers at 74th
13 Which is where I came up with the idea, my 13 Street other than Jerry Martin?
14 goodness, the children that were in her 2nd grade 14 A. No.
15 class didn't get what they needed in class. 15 Q. Why does she like her teacher at 74th
16 Therefore, when they get in 3rd grade, the 3rd 16 Street?
17 grade teacher has got to go back and do the work 17 MS. WELCH: Objection. Calls for
18 that the 2nd grade teacher -- 18 speculation.
19 Q. Didn't do? 19 BY MR. LA COMBE:
20 A. Well, I don't know if she didn't do it. 20 Q. Okay, what reasons has she told you that
21 Some kind of way it was missed. 21 she likes her?
22 Q. The GATE program starts in the 4th grade? 22 MS. WELCH: Assumes facts.
23 A. @believe it starts in the 3rd grade. 23 THE WITNESS: I assume she's having fun
24 Q. Sharifa is a GATE student? 24 with her. She likes the work they get in class.
25 A. Correct. 25 She likes the classroom itself. It's very nice.
Page 35 Page37
1 Q. Has she been a GATE student since the 3rd 1 Ithasalot of books. Students like herself.
2 grade? 2 Miss Martin is a good teacher.
3 A. Correct. 3 BY MR. LA COMBE:
4 Q. Has there ever been a time where she's 4 Q. You mentioned earlier you bought your
5 received additional work in a class as a GATE 5 house to be located next to the school?
6 student? 6 A. No. In order for my child to go to that
7 A. The GATE students at Parent School were 7 school.
8 taken out of the class for an hour and a half two 8 Q. Okay. How long have you lived there?
9 times a week and instructed by consultants. I 9 A. Seven years.
10 don't remember what they did the first year. 10 Q. You said when you moved there that people
11 I remember last they done something with 11 told you that it was a fabulous school?
12 Shakespeare and something -- they had some training | 12 A. Real estate agent.
13 from a marine biologist. That's three hours a 13 Q. Anybody else besides —
14  week. 14 A. Are they people? I'm sorry.
15 Q. So that was both the 3rd and 4th grade? 15 Q. Earlier you said you don't believe it's a
16 A. The 3rd grade I can't remember what they 16 fabulous school.
17 did. I believe it might have been a play. 17 A. No.
18 Q. Any extra or alternative course work in 18 Q. Do you believe it was true that people
19 the class itself for the GATE students? 19 from all over bring their kids to Parent?
20 A. No. artin, the counselor, 20 A. Sure. Yes, I believe that's true. 1 also
21 spoke with Wthe 4th grade teacher, she 21 believe that a good majority of the people in the
22 began getting some extra math assignments. But 22 neighborhood do not take their children to the
23 doing extra work doesn't necessarily help you. 23  school because they have no confidence in the
24 It's not the quantity of work. It's the quality of 24  quality of education at the school.
25 the work. 25 Q. Okay.
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1 A. And | know that. 1 Q. Do you dl of your public schooling at
2 Q. Areyou referring to any peoplein 2 Compton Unified?
3 particular? 3 A. Yes, | did.
4 A. Oh, sure. 4 Q. You mentioned earlier that the education
5 Q. Who are those? 5 that Sharifawas receiving at Parent did not
6 A. Cindy and Andrew Johnson, Angela Monte. 6 compare with the standards that you had at your
7 Gee. CavinJones. Let'ssee. Diane 7 schooling?
8 Stasher-Thomas, Lisaand Michael Sunon. Those are 8 A. That's correct.
9 dl the peoplel know that removed their children 9 Q. Okay. What did you mean by that?
10 from the schoal. 10 A. Wéll, | mean that when | wasin 3rd grade,
11 Q. Okay. 11 thethingsthat were taught to me, math, one,
12 A. Dr. Rodney Cobb, C-0-b-b, NinaMcCall. A 12 multiplication tables, two, she didn't get in 3rd
13 lot of people that have taken their children out of 13 grade. They don't compare. And | know that, you
14 the schoal. 14 know, it's 30 years difference, but | think the
15 Q. Arethese members of the Concerned Parents 15 school to school should probably be the same or at
16 group? 16 least closeto.
17 A. Some of those people were. Their names 17 Q. Okay.
18 aren'tthere. 18 A. | know that when | wasin school we had a
19 Q. Okay. "There" meaning on the Exhibit 3? 19 library and alibrarian. We had a school nurse.
20 A. Correct. 20 Wehad art. Wehad music. We had PE. When | got
21 Q. But also people who are not members of 21 tojunior high school, | went to area junior
22 thisgroup? 22 highschool. They call it middle school now.
23 A. Yes. 23 We had single subject teachers. We had PE
24 Q. Why did you initially choose Parent as the 24 facilities. We had PE teachers. We had teachers
25 school that you wanted to send your kidsto? 25 that lived in our neighborhood that went to our
Page 39 Page 41
1 A. Parent had avery good reputation, real 1 church, teachers that would call our parents, that
2 high academic standards. We were looking for a 2 knew us. It'snot the samenow. All theteachers
3 homein anice neighborhood. The two matched. 3 don't haveto livein the neighborhood, but that
4 Q. Okay. How did you hear that Parent had a 4 wasjust theway it waswhen | grew up.
5 good reputation? 5 Q. Arethe 7th and 8th grade classes at
6 A. Just through friends, real estate agent. 6 Parent single subject?
7 Q. Could you tell me about your educational 7 A. Arethey single subject what? Teachers?
8 background since high school, after high school ? 8 Q. I'mthinking of single subject classes.
9 A. You should go before high school. 9 A. Youknow, | would say yes. But the
10 Q. Huh? 10 teachers-- for instance, 6th grade, the math
11 A. You should go before high school. 11 teacher, was not a credentialed math teacher. The
12 Q. Okay. 12 woman had been teaching math there for seven years
13 A. | went to school in Compton Unified School 13 and confessed last year that she didn't know math.
14 Digtrict. | went to Cal State Northridge for two 14 If you look at the Stanford 9 test scores, the
15 years. | graduated from Howard University in 15 scoresat the school just dropped down to the
16 Washington, D.C. with abachelor's, 16 bottom when the children get to the 6th grade in
17 Q. Okay. Anything else? 17 math. It'snot adedicated single subject resource
18 A. Just professional training -- technical 18 teacher. They don't have PE teachers. They don't
19 training. 19 haveart. Whilethey had science, they had a
20 Q. Where did you receive your technical 20 scienceteacher, they had outdated science
21 training? 21 textbooks. When | wasin school, we had dl of
22 A. Sun Microsystems systems, Silicon 22 thosethings.
23 Graphics, Incorporated, Ca State Long Beach, 23 Q. Okay. The woman who had been there for
24 Tivoli -- | don't know. I'vehad alot of -- I'm 24 seven years, you say, confessed that she didn't
25 anlT, sol havealot of classes. 25 know math? That's the 6th grade math teacher?
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1 A. Correct. 1 Dr. Harristhat you sent in fall 2000.
2 Q. When she said she confessed that she 2 What did you -- what was the content of
3 didn't know math, how did she confess that she 3 that letter?
4 didn't know math? 4 A. | expressed my concern about conditions at
5 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague. 5 the school and told him | wasinterested in having
6 THE WITNESS: How did she confessthat she 6 arigorous academic program, administration at --
7 didn't know math? Well, shetold one of our 7 waell, better relationship between the parents and
8 parentsthat she was not amath teacher. She was 8 teachersthat would be supported by the
9 not credentialed in math, and sometimes she can't 9 administration, and effective management team
10 dotheproblems. That was one of the letters| 10 there, | don't remember.
11 reviewed for Dr. Harris. 11 Q. Okay. Do you believethat Dr. Harris has
12 Oh, that's the third letter, writing home 12 taken any stepsin response to those concerns?
13 about what we wanted to have -- what | was 13 A. Yes
14 interested in having at school. Good. 14 Q. And what are those?
15 BY MR.LA COMBE: 15 A. He promoted the principal. She'sno
16 Q. Thiswasaletter to Dr. Harris? 16 longer at our schooal.
17 A. Yes. 17 Q. Mrs. Stricklinisno longer principal?
18 Q. What? 18 A. Correct.
19 A. | say good. 19 Q. Youthink that's a positive step?
20 Q. When was that letter from? 20 A. Sure. It'sgood for her. Hopefully,
21 A. It would have beenin thefall, | guess. 21 well get an administrator that will be good for
22 | don't remember the date. 22 the school.
23 Q. Fal of 2000? 23 Q. Do you know who the new principal will be?
24 A. Yes. 24 A. No. We'reworking on that.
25 Q. Inthat letter you mentioned the math 25 Q. What do you mean "We're working on that"?
Page 43 Page 45
1 teacher? 1 A. WEe'retrying to participatein the
2 A. | sent him an e-mail message about the 2 principal's selection process.
3 mathteacher. 3 Q. Whoiswe?
4 Q. So that was separate? 4 A. Weisagroup of parents. Let'ssee. |
5 A. Yes. 5 think there's a-- we have a charter -- charter
6 Q. Do you know who the parent was who was 6 exploratory committee.
7 told by the math teacher that she wasn't 7 Q. Isthat part of the PTA?
8 credentialed? 8 A. No.
9 A. Yes. 9 Q. Okay.
10 Q. Who wasit? 10 A. PTA membersare a part of the group.
11 A. Beverly Kukyendall-Jones. 11 Q. Isit an ad hoc committee?
12 Q. What'sthe name of the teacher? 12 A. Correct.
13 A. Her nameisJones, also. | don't know 13 Q. Who are the members?
14  what her first name was. 14 A. Oh, my goodness.
15 Q. Do you know if she ill teaches at 15 Q. About how many are there?
16 Parent? 16 A. Oh, | don't know. 10, 20.
17 A. No, | don't know. 17 Q. Arethere any particular administrators
18 Q. What did -- let'stalk about Sharifa's 18 that you favor as potential principals?
19 other teachers. Arethey al till working at 19 A. No.
20 Parent? 20 Q. Haveyou begun to evaluate potential
21 A. | don't know. School starts next week. 21 principals?
22 Q. To your knowledge, were they al working 22 A. No. Thedistrict is handling that, of
23 therelast year? 23 course. That'stheir job. They said that they
24 A. Yes. 24 received resumes and we're waiting to see who they
25 Q. Let return to thethird letter to 25 sdect to choose from.
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1 Q. How do you intend to participate in the 1 is?
2 principal selection? 2 A. Research Development Laboratories.
3 A. We asked the superintendent and the school 3 Q. Wasthat in Los Angeles aswell?
4  board to alow aparent representative to 4 A. Yes.
5 participate in the process so when they decideto 5 Q. L.A. area?
6 interview these people we expect they will invite 6 A. Yes, yes.
7 ustotheinterview, allow usto review the resumes 7 Q. Haveyou had any other paying jobs from
8 and participate in the questioning process. 8 19900n?
9 Q. Okay. Isthereany indication that a 9 A. Any other paying jobs?
10 parent will be alowed to participate? 10 Q. Yeah.
11 A. Yes. 11 A. What do you mean? Y ou mean have | worked
12 Q. Okay. Isit afirm commitment on the part 12 anyplace else?
13 of thedistrict? 13 Q. Yeah.
14 A. Yes, it seemsto be. But, you know, we 14 MS. WELCH: In addition to what you've
15 haven't gotten any dates so -- 15 already testified.
16 Q. Okay. Let talk about your employment. 16 THE WITNESS: Geg, | tried to havea
17 Where are you presently employed? 17 business. Let'sseewhen? | started my own
18 A. Boeing Satellite Systems. 18 businessin, | don't know, 1994. It didn't go very
19 Q. What'syour job title? 19 wadll. | couldn't bill people. They didn't want to
20 A. My jobtitle? 20 pay me.
21 Q. Uh-huh. 21 BY MR.LA COMBE:
22 A. Technica staff E-5. 22 Q. Okay. What businesswas this?
23 Q. How long have you been working there? 23 A. Network ingtallations.
24 A. Two and ahalf years. 24 Q. How long did that last?
25 Q. Do you know what the date of hire was? 25 A. Two clients.
Page 47 Page 49
1 A. April 15th, 1999. 1 Q. Wasthat between Rockwell and Research
2 Q. And were you working before that? 2 Development?
3 A. Yes. 3 A. Itwaswhile, current.
4 Q. Where wasthat? 4 Q. Okay. Anything else?
5 A. Research and Development Laboratories. 5 A. Payingjobs? No. Just lotsof PTA stuff.
6 Q. Okay. And what were your dates of 6 Q. And any other nonpaying volunteer work
7 employment there? 7 that you've done besides the involvement with the
8 A. August 14th -- August of 1995 through 8 school?
9 Marchjust before | joined Boeing. 9 A. My church.
10 Q. Okay. 10 Q. Okay. Anything else?
11 A. Of '99. 11 A. Spent alot of timeat the PTA. There's
12 Q. And you were also doing information 12 notimefor anything else.
13 technology there? 13 Q. I bet. Let'stalk about your involvement
14 A. Correct. 14 at Parents School. Can you tell me about your
15 Q. Let'sgo back one more step. Did you have 15 persond involvement with the school ?
16 employment before that? 16 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague.
17 A. Yes. 17 THE WITNESS: What? Do you mean things
18 Q. Where wasthat? 18 that| did at the school?
19 A. Rockwdll. 19 BY MR.LA COMBE:
20 Q. What were the dates? 20 Q. Uh-huh.
21 A. June of 1990 to August of '95. 21 A. Volunteering in my daughter's classroom,
22 Q. Wasthat in Los Angeles? 22  help raise money for the school, help do some
23 A. Downey. 23 cleaning at the school, work with the PTA since
24 Q. Okay. And then thejob in between Boeing 24 1997, on the PTA board for, | guess, two and a half
25 and Rockwell, Research Development, isthat what it | 25 years. Actualy, let'ssee. Full board member,
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1 two years. Worked with the board athird year, and 1 A. Sincefall of 2000. Well, actualy |
2 I'mtill working with the PTA board. 2 guess| was an dternate board member initialy,
3 Q. Okay. 3 and just became afull board member maybe in June
4 A. My husband volunteers at the school. My 4  of thisyear.
5 mother volunteers at the school. 5 Q. Okay. How do you become a board member?
6 Q. Doesyour mother live in Ladera Heights? 6 A. You are voted in by the community.
7 A. Sheliveswith me, yes. 7 Q. When did the exploratory committee form?
8 Q. Besidesthe PTA, arethere any 8 A. Thissummer.
9 organizationsthat you have been involved with at 9 Q. Thissummer?
10 the school? 10 A. Correct.
11 A. I'mnot sure | understand your question. 11 Q. Isthat itstitle, Exploratory Committee?
12 Q. Actualy, let me step back. There's other 12 A. Wearethe charter -- the-- | can't
13 organizations, apparently, that you've dealt with. 13 remember the name. Wejust decided at our last
14 Concerned Parents? 14 meeting.
15 A. Yes. 15 Q. Okay. If | refer toit as charter
16 Q. Andthisisthe ad hoc group -- 16 exploratory committee, you'll understand?
17 A. Yes. 17 A. Yes
18 Q. -- for the principal selection? 18 Q. Who decided to form the charter
19 A. No. Thead hoc group isfor exploring -- 19 exploratory committee?
20 turning the school into a charter. 20 A. A group of parentsthat were interested in
21 Q. Oh. Butisitasoinvolvedinthe 21 seeing something different at the school.
22 principal selection? 22 Q. Doesthat include you?
23 A. Peoplewithin the group areinterested in 23 A. Yes
24 participating in the process, yes. I'malso a 24 Q. What does the exploratory committee do
25 board member of the Ladera Heights Civic 25 besidesthe principal selection process?
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1 Association. 1 A. The committee'sfocusisto look at
2 Q. What isthat organization? 2 turning the school into a charter school.
3 A. That -- because we live in the County of 3 Inglewood does not have any charter schoals.
4 LosAngeles, we have essentially no municipa 4 Q. Why isthisgroup interested in turning
5 representative. We don't belong to any city. 5 Parent into acharter school?
6 That'sour governing body, so to speak. They 6 A. Because we'd like to improve the academic
7 advocate for the community. 7 performance at the school and we'd like to make
8 Q. Asamember of the Ladera Heights Civic 8 things better for the students.
9 Association Board, isthere any involvement in the 9 Q. How do you believe that converting the
10 school associated with that? 10 school to acharter school would help to achieve
11 A. Yes. | joined the board to advocate for 11 those objectives?
12 the school so we could get the board to help 12 A. It would alow parentsto have
13 support the school. 13 participation in setting standards for the school
14 Q. And does the board support the school ? 14 and have -- it would allow parentsto have
15 A. Yes, it does. 15 participation in governing the schoal.
16 Q. How s0? 16 Q. Okay. So asfar asinvolvement in the
17 A. They helped to fund a breakfast for the 17 school, we have the PTA, the charter exploratory
18 studentsthat the PTA gave during the week of 18 committee, Ladera Heights Civic Association.
19 Stanford 9 exams. Well, that's one thing most 19 Are there any others you can think of that
20 recently. The association had not been very active 20 you participated in?
21 with the school and we have brought the two back 21 A. That | have participated in?
22 together. The association isthereto do whatever 22 Q. Yes, now or in the past.
23 the school or the PTA asks of them. 23 A. Yes, committees at the school. | was part
24 Q. How long have you been a board member of 24  of the study circle at the school. | was part of a
25 the LaderaHeights-- 25 mediation process at the school between parents and
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1 teachers. | participated in the district strategic 1 little something to do something for their
2 planning. | think that'sall | can remember right 2 classroom.
3 now. 3 Q. Okay. What funds were these?
4 Q. Haveyou ever participated in school site 4 A. | can't remember the exact title or
5 council? 5 category of those funds.
6 A. Yes. 6 Q. Okay. Thesewere funds received by the
7 Q. Okay. 7 school?
8 A. Actualy my husband isthe actua 8 A. Yes.
9 representative for that, but | do attend the school 9 Q. Did your hushand decideto resign as
10 site council meetings. 10 vice-chair?
11 Q. When you say he's arepresentative, does 11 A. No. Theresanew election each year.
12 hehave atitle? 12 Q. Did herunfor vice-chair for thisyear?
13 A. Hewas on the school site council. He was 13 A. | don't know.
14 vice-chair, | believe the year before last and this 14 Q. You mentioned you're on strategic planning
15 year just aparent representative. 15 committee?
16 Q. Hewasthevice-chair in 2000? 16 A. No. | wasnot on the strategic planning
17 A. It would have been 99-2000, and then 17 committee. | was apart of the study circle which
18 2000-2001. Hewasjust a parent representative. 18 the strategic planning committee grew out of. |
19 Q. Canyou tell me what the school site 19 attended their meetings and participated kind of on
20 council does? 20 thesidelines.
21 A. Canl ask aquestion? 21 Q. What doesthe study circle do?
22 Q. Yeah. 22 A. It'sanother one of those questions.
23 A. Do you want to know what it does or what 23 Q. Okay. You can answer both, what it's
24  it'ssupposed to do? 24 supposed to do and what it does.
25 Q. Okay. Let'sstart with what it does. 25 A. The study circle was a group that got
Page 55 Page 57
1 A. According to the state guidelines, the 1 together to decide the types of things that we'd
2 school site council is supposed to participatein 2 liketo focuson at the school. Academic
3 thegoverning of the school. It'sacommittee 3 standards, discipline, communication were the top
4 comprised of teachers, administration and parent 4 threethings, | think, that came out of that group.
5 and community representatives. They decide what's 5 But wecame up with aligt of wants. We met over
6 going to take place at the school, what focuses 6 thesummer. It wasawaste of time.
7 they are going to have, what -- how the budgeting, 7 Q. Why do you say that?
8 thebudget isgoing to be spent. They makethe 8 A. Because nothing came out of it. We didn't
9 plansfor the school. 9 conclude formally. We didn't produce the
10 Q. And what does the school site council do? 10 documentation that we were supposed to have
11 A. At Parent School? Nothing. 11 produced. The group was facilitated by someone
12 Q. Why doesit do nothing? 12 fromthedigtrict. Teachers participated init.
13 A. | don't know why. They didn't do the 13 Community members participated init. We went
14 thingsthat we determined the state has decided, 14 off -- there was a strategic planning meeting in,
15 you know, has set school site council up to do at 15 let'ssee-- | guessthisis probably summer of
16 thisschool. 16 1999. I'mnot really sure of the dates. But we
17 Q. If you know, did your husband try to get 17 took abreak for the strategic planning meeting
18 the school site council to do those things? 18 that wastaking place in Palm Springs. And when
19 A. Oh, yes, hetried to get some things done. 19 they came back from that break, we never
20 Q. What things did hetry? 20 reconvened -- well, actually we did after | made a
21 A. Wéll, there was a late receipt of some 21 ruckus.
22 funds, and | think the parents suggestion was -- | 22 But we were supposed to have come up with
23 can't remember what their suggestion was, but 23 aligt of things, develop them into adocument and
24  ultimately the decision was to divide the funds 24 submit it to the administration, and that didn't
25 among the teachers and give them, you know, a 25 happen. But the ideas that we did come up with
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1 weretaken by the strategic planning committee to 1 peopleand they want to do some good things for the
2 goforward. 2 students. And at the sametime | had meetings with
3 Q. Okay. 3 theprincipal and she did tell me they were
4 A. And they ultimately didn't do anything. 4 implementing some of these things.
5 Sojust awaste of time. 5 Q. Which things did she say she was
6 Q. When was the study circled formed? 6 implementing?
7 A. | want to say in the summer of 1999. I'd 7 A. Youknow, it'sall vague.
8 havetolook back to be absolutely correct. 8 Q. Did the strategic planning committee do a
9 Q. And was the strategic planning committee 9 book review study?
10 formed after that? 10 A. Yes.
11 A. Correct. 11 Q. Did you participate in that?
12 Q. Do you know when it was formed? 12 A. The study, no.
13 A. It would have been fall, fall and summer. 13 Q. Do you know when that was?
14 Q. Sothefal of '99? 14 A. Youknow, | -- | don't havethe years
15 A. Yes, if that's correct. 15 correct. | have been going -- working with the
16 Q. Have any of the proposal sthat were 16 school over severd years. So I'm not sure. It
17 developed by the study committee been adopted? 17 all seemsto melt together. It would have been
18 A. Wéll, yeah. We had -- we suggested that 18 maybe 1999, 1998. I'd say most of it wasin 1999.
19 the state curriculum be given to the teachers and 19 Q. Okay. Haveyou ever heard of a
20 that the teachers adopt their lesson plans 20 principal's advisory council?
21 according to the state guidelines, and that parents 21 A. Yes
22 begiven the curriculum or that in ameeting-type 22 Q. Haveyou ever been amember of that
23 setting the curriculum be explained to parents, and 23 organization?
24  that didn't happen. 24 A. No.
25 Q. Okay. 25 Q. Do you know what it does?
Page 59 Page 61
1 A. Discipline. Therewere some things 1 A. No. | assume they advise the principal.
2 suggested to improve discipline at the school. | 2 Q. What about the achievement council ?
3 don't think anything came of that either. 3 A. Yes.
4 Q. What was that? 4 Q. Have you ever been amember of the
5 A. They have asystem of checking off the 5 achievement council?
6 student's name on the board if they are having 6 A. No.
7 behavioural problemsin the classroom. | don't 7 Q. Do you know what it does?
8 know about you, but a check is not very threatening 8 A. The achievement council, | believe, looked
9 tome. Soitwas proposed that they make changes 9 at test scores at the school to make
10 inthat, and that didn't happen. I think that 10 recommendations or how they can address issues that
11 continued to be their policy last year. 11 the students are having to improve their academic
12 Q. Okay. 12 performance.
13 A. What else? | think in terms of the 13 Q. What about the parental discipline
14 academics, there was some improvement because of 14 involvement group?
15 the suggestions, but they are not very tangible for 15 A. I'mnot sure.
16 meright now. 16 Q. What do you mean?
17 Q. What's not tangible? 17 A. Well, | told you | was apart of this
18 A. Theimprovements. 18 mediation process.
19 Q. Okay. 19 Q. Okay.
20 A. | don't know what actually was proposed 20 A. And asapart of that mediation, there was
21 from the strategic planning committee and actually 21 adecision that we set up a parent organization,
22 how that was implemented, but I'm assuming that 22 you know, committee to help deal with discipline
23 they did implement some of the suggestionsthere. 23 issuesthereat the school. And I'm not sureif
24 Q. What makes you assume that? 24 that'sreferring to that or not.
25 A. Wéll, because | think they are al good 25 Q. Okay. Have you heard that -- the name
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1 parental discipline involvement? 1 wasthere.
2 A. Yes. 2 I'd have to look back at the document to
3 Q. Okay. But you haven't been a member of 3 et al of the particulars. Because, again,
4 that organization? 4 nothing ever happened. Ancther waste of time.
5 A. No. Nothing -- nothing ever happened. We 5 BY MR.LA COMBE:
6 mediated over aperiod of time. We cameto a 6 Q. No grievance committee was formed?
7 decision. | think we signed off on a document, and 7 A. No.
8 nothing happened after that. 8 Q. Haveyou heard of an organization called
9 Q. Thisisthe mediation between the parents 9 Friends of Parent?
10 and the teachers? 10 A. Yes.
11 A. Correct. 11 Q. What isthat organization?
12 Q. About discipline? 12 A. Peoplethat donate money to the school to
13 A. No. About issues. Therewas, oh, my 13 help, you know, originally -- the PTA was paying
14 goodness, dissension between the parents and the 14 for salariesfor the librarian, one of the
15 peachers. Teacherswere alittle upset that 15 kindergarten aides and the computer lab technician.
16 parents were being insistent that their children be 16 Fundraiserswere not enough, o another group
17 educated. And, you know, we're avoca group of 17 was-- another name was coined and donations were
18 parents. And therewasalso, | think, concern that 18 madeto the PTA, | guess.
19 the parents wanted to get rid of the principal. 19 Q. Donations were made to the PTA?
20 And so the teachers being loyal to their principal 20 A. Yes, for -- donations were made under the
21 were, you know, I'm sure, alittle bit upset about 21 Friends of Parent campaign for the PTA isthe way
22 that. It'sjust apalpable contempt that 22 it should be said.
23 teachers-- parents perceived from teachers. And 23 Q. Was Friends of Parent separate from the
24 so we got amediator from, | believe, from the 24 PTA?
25 judtice department to comein and try and resolve 25 A. | don't know how to answer that because,
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1 thoseissues. 1 you know, everybody belongs to the same group.
2 Q. Do you know when that was? 2 Q. Okay. | understand.
3 A. Thiswasin the summer of 2000, spring, 3 A. But | don't know how to answer that.
4 summer. We started in the spring. 4 Q. Were you ever amember of Friends of
5 Q. Did I understand you correctly that the 5 Parent?
6 parenta discipline involvement group was an 6 A. Well, sureI'maFriend of Parent. That's
7 outgrowth of that process? 7 onegroup | forgot.
8 A. That group sounds like it was one of the 8 MR. LA COMBE: Why don't we take a break.
9 committees that was supposed to be formed out of 9 (Recess))
10 themediation group. And I could be wrong. 10 BY MR.LA COMBE:
11 Q. Do you know of any other specific 11 Q. Let'stak about your involvement on the
12 proposalsasaresult of the mediation process? 12 PTA.
13 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague. 13 You are an officer for the PTA?
14 THE WITNESS: There was supposed to be a 14 A. No, not any more.
15 committeeto -- a grievance committee where if 15 Q. You were before?
16 parents had issues or teachers had issues, they 16 A. Yes
17 would at that time issue to the committee, you 17 Q. When was that?
18 know, an issue they weren't ableto resolve 18 A. It would have been 1999 to 2001.
19 directly with the teacher or with the parent to 19 Q. Whenin 2001 did you -- at the end of the
20 help work that issue out. 20 school year?
21 There was supposed to be acommittee to 21 A. At the end of the school year.
22 help support students that had discipline problems 22 Q. What was your position?
23 within the school, someone that a student could 23 A. Corresponding secretary.
24 talk to. And | don't know why the counselor wasn't 24 Q. What kind of responsibilities did you
25 used. Thiswasin addition to whatever counselor 25 have?
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1 A. Send out letters, thank you's, some notes, 1 Q. When were you room parent coordinator?
2 notetaking. 2 A. There you go with those dates again. In,
3 Q. Okay. Areyou still amember of the PTA? 3 1 guess, 1999. Let'ssee. | think in'99.
4 A. Yes. | till work with the PTA board. 4 Q. For the school year?
5 Q. Pleasetdl mewhat the PTA does. 5 A. Yeah. So, let'ssee, | think it may have
6 A. PTA isan association at the school to 6 been -- | have been -- | have been aroom parent
7 work with parents and teachers for the betterment 7 coordinator over two PTA terms. | wasin the
8 of lifetherefor the students. 8 chair -- | wasroom parent coordinator in 1997 --
9 Our PTA raises fundsfor the school. They 9 '98or, let's see, 98-99.
10 try to help coordinate room parents, volunteer to 10 When did Sharifa start school? '97? So
11 do whatever for the school and the staff. The PTA 11 thefollowing year -- | think I might have done the
12 buysthingsfor the schools, suppliesfor the 12 first year in'97-'98 and then on the board for
13 teachers. 13 1998-99.
14 We held a spelling bee for the students. 14 Thefirsttimel did it, it wasfrom '98
15 Wegive-- there'sabook, kind of areading 15 t0'99. The second time, | was a-- | worked with
16 contest over the summer for students. The PTA 16 the-- | wason the committee. Okay? So | helped
17 provides prizesfor the students to encourage them 17 coordinate the parents. And then the second time,
18 toread. We hold partiesfor the kids, fall time, 18 | wasthe committee chair. That would have been
19 Haloweendeal. We have had pizzapartiesfor the 19 from 99-2000.
20 classesthat participatein fund raisers, you know, 20 Q. Thisisacommittee for room parent
21 dolittle things at the school. The PTA doesalot 21 coordinators?
22 of thingsthere. 22 A. Yeah. Onthe-- okay. You've got people
23 Q. Why did you decide to becomeinvolved in 23 that are on the board and then you have, for lack
24 thePTA? 24 of abetter word, parent champions. Thefirst time
25 A. Because that's the organization on campus 25 | didit, it was somebody that was actually a board
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1 that volunteersat the school. 1 member. They called me and asked me to work on her
2 Q. DoesPTA have its own budget? 2 committee with the room parent coordinators. And
3 A. Yes. Whatever money they raise, they get 3 thenthefollowing time | was actualy aboard
4 to budget. 4 member and doing -- held that position as a board
5 Q. What isaroom parent coordinator? 5 member.
6 A. That'sthe person who coordinates all the 6 Q. Okay.
7 parentsto go and work in the classrooms. They 7 A. And that was my first year onthe PTA
8 volunteer in the classrooms for the teachers. 8 board.
9 Q. What'sinvolved in that coordination 9 Q. The position of room parent coordinator?
10 process? 10 A. Correct.
11 A. You meet with the parents a couple times 11 Q. Okay. It'saboard position?
12 throughout the year. If theré'sgoingto beaPTA 12 A. Yes
13 meeting, you contact the room parents and makesure | 13 Q. And when have you been aroom parent?
14 they make phone callsto get the parents out to the 14 A. Every year that my child has been at the
15 PTA meetings. You talk withthemto makesurethat | 15 schoal.
16 they are keeping in touch with their teachersto 16 Q. Okay. Andwasit inyour -- in Sharifas
17 seeif there's anything that teachers need in their 17 class?
18 classrooms. 18 A. Yes
19 Q. Doesthe room parent coordinator assign 19 Q. Okay. Where doesthe PTA meet?
20 the parent to a particular teacher? 20 A. Different places. We meet in our homes.
21 A. No. The parents volunteer within their 21 Wemet -- sometimes we have met at the school. But
22 own classesand it'skind of an oversight 22 because the mgjority of the board are working
23 committee. 23 parents, we need to meet outside of school hours.
24 Q. Okay. Haveyou been aroom parent? 24 So we generally meet in one of our homes.
25 A. Yes. | have been room parent coordinator. 25 Q. Okay.
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1 A. Excuseme. What did you say? Where does 1 A. Helping them to get volunteersin the
2 the PTA meet or where does the PTA board meet? 2 classrooms. If the teachersask for it, wetry to
3 Q. I'msorry, the PTA board. 3 getit.
4 A. The PTA board meetsin our homes. 4 Q. You mentioned before that you volunteer at
5 Q. How often doesthe PTA board meet? 5 theschool. Besidesbeing aroom parent and your
6 A. Too often. Oh, my goodness. Once or 6 association with these other organizations, is
7 twiceamonth. It depends upon -- this Saturday 7 there any other form of volunteering that you do at
8 theboard is meeting for five hours planning for 8 theschool?
9 the school year. 9 A. You mean like going to the classroom,
10 Q. And you're going to that meeting? 10 helping students read, listening to them read?
11 A. | amtrying not to. 1'm a shadow board 11 [I'vedonethat. I've helped students with their
12 member. | just go to work. 12 mathinclass. And | guess, you know, that's one
13 Q. What about PTA meetings? 13 part of being aroom parent. Room parentsto me
14 A. Once amonth during the school year. 14 arenotjus party givers. | prefer to handle and
15 Q. How largeisthe PTA? 15 deal with the work in something that's going to
16 A. Not large enough. | think the last time | 16 help the teacher, you know, give them a break.
17 heard there were 135 memberships. And that's out 17 Q. You mentioned earlier that you've done
18 of maybe 600 families. 18 some cleaning at the school ?
19 Q. And how many board members? 19 A. Yes
20 A. Maybeten. 20 Q. What wasthat?
21 Q. What do you think the PTA has done to 21 A. Thelibrary.
22 improve the school ? 22 Q. Anything besidesthelibrary?
23 MS. WELCH: Objection, assumes facts. 23 A. No. Well, my daughter's classroom. Clean
24 Sorry. 24 out the desks, sweep the floor.
25 BY MR.LA COMBE: 25 Q. When would you sweep the floor?
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1 Q. If anything. 1 A. Thiswas at the end of the Christmas, you
2 MS. WELCH: Okay. 2 know, thefall session. They were going on the
3 THE WITNESS: Wédll, the PTA has hel ped to, 3 break, but the floor was filthy and it needed to be
4 | think, improve the esteem of the students. The 4  swept so | swept thefloor.
5 campaign that they managed for the Stanford 9 5 Q. Didyoudoit once?
6 breakfast wasreally something that uplifted the 6 A. Oncein MissBurke'sclass.
7 students and put a positive face on for them. 7 Q. Any other time?
8 They saw that people were there concerned 8 A. No. | wasjust cleaning desksin the
9 about them, that people were willing to get up and 9 class.
10 bethere at the school. | don't know if they 10 Q. What do you mean by cleaning desks?
11 redlized this, but parentswerethereat 4: 30in 11 A. Take apaper towel and wipe them off.
12 the morning to cook breakfast for them, serve them, 12 Q. You mentioned that you cleaned the
13 and get them to class before the 8:00 bell rang. 13 library. Wasthison one occasion?
14 They saw that the PTA held apep raly for 14 A. It was on one occasion, but this was over
15 themfor the Stanford 9. We brought talent on from 15 aperiod of time, you know. It wasaproject to
16 oneof theloca radio stations, and some of the 16 get thelibrary back inworking order. So | went
17 local celébritiesin the neighborhood came and 17 inon, | think, maybe two or three Saturdays and,
18 spoke to the students. They showed the students 18 you know, helped move shelves and put some books
19 that, you know, somebody cares about them. That's 19 out.
20 not to say that other people don't care about them 20 Q. And did you do that on your own?
21 at the schoal, but -- 21 A. What do you mean did | do it on my own?
22 BY MR.LA COMBE: 22 Q. Did you do it as part of one of these
23 Q. Anything else? 23 organizationsthat you mentioned before?
24 A. The PTA supportsthe teachers? 24 A. Okay. Everybody that volunteersis part
25 Q. How s0? 25 of one of those organizations, so, you know, it
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1 overlapped. It wasthe PTA. MariaGray led up the 1 inventoried books. She worked in the book room. |
2 library cleanup effort. She started it. And when 2 guess she numbered and inventoried the new books
3 somebody is doing something, you have to help them. 3 that camein.
4 Sol guessit wasn't really on my own. 4 Q. Isshetill doing that?
5 Q. MariaGray. Was there anybody else 5 A. Wdl, school hasn't started back. But,
6 involved? 6 you know, whatever they ask her to do.
7 A. Oh, sure. Gerad Riberio, Beverly 7 Q. And when was she working in the book room?
8 Kukyendall. Thekids helped. 8 A. During the 2000-2001 school year.
9 Q. Your kids? 9 Q. Any time before that?
10 A. Our children. Although I'm not sure if 10 A. No.
11 they cleaned up or they messed up. 11 Q. Okay. And she also helped in the
12 Q. You mentioned that you moved shelves 12 kindergarten?
13 around. What else wasinvolved in the cleanup? 13 A. Yes, shewas helping in the kindergarten
14 A. Wédll, there were some shelvesin the 14 room.
15 library. | think we weretrying to set up 15 Q. Isthat on the side or at aprevioustime?
16 computers, new computers, and put them in the back 16 A. That was during the same year.
17 of thelibrary and looking for electrical outlets. 17 Q. Okay.
18 | think the library must have been shut down at 18 A. | think the year before she may have been
19 that time. 19 insome classrooms.
20 For some reason there were boards out that 20 Q. You mean asaroom parent?
21 were part of the shelving so we just took the 21 A. No. Shewasan aide -- actualy, the
22 boards and put them back in there and put it back 22 firsttime shedid it she was assigned to the
23 together. 23 school by thedistrict. | don't know what al she
24 Q. These are the shelvesthemselves? 24 did.
25 A. Yeah, | think they were the shelves 25 Q. Okay. When she helped in the
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1 themselves. 1 kindergarten, do you know what she did?
2 Q. Therewas no books on the shelves? 2 A. Do | know what she did?
3 A. The shelvesweren't in there so, no, there 3 Q. Generdlly.
4  weren't books on there. 4 A. No. But | assume she's probably an aide.
5 Q. Werethere booksin thelibrary? 5 | meanshes--
6 A. Yes, there were some booksin there. 6 Q. What does an aide do?
7 Q. Where were the books? 7 A. Whatever the teacher asksthem.
8 A. Over onthe side of the room on top of -- 8 Q. How doesthat differ from aroom parent,
9 onthecabinet. It'sabookcase. 9 ifaadl?
10 Q. Okay. 10 A. Someaidesget paid. A room parentisa
11 A. Stacked on top of the bookcase. 11 parent who just goes and worksin the room.
12 Q. Anything elseinvolved inthelibrary 12 Q. The Concerned Parents group?
13 cleanup? 13 A. Right.
14 A. You mean other than cleaning the bathroom, 14 Q. Areyou amember of that organization?
15 vacuuming the floor, you know, wiping down walls, 15 A. Yes.
16 that kind of stuff? 16 Q. How many members are there?
17 Q. Yeah. 17 A. Therewere 25.
18 A. No. 18 Q. 252
19 Q. Whenwasthis? 19 A. Yes.
20 A. | don't know. 20 Q. You say there were?
21 Q. You mentioned earlier that your mother 21 A. Yes.
22 works at the school as an aide, volunteers. 22 Q. Why do you say there were?
23 A. Yes. 23 A. Astime has gone on, Concerned Parents
24 Q. What does she do? 24 has, | think, evolved into other groups. And some
25 A. She helped in the kindergarten class. She 25 of the parents|eft the school. Many of them that
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1 werepart of it left. 1 A. Who were those individual s that what?
2 Q. Do you believe that the membership has 2 Q. Thetwo individuals --
3 been down from 25? 3 A. That started the group, Diane
4 A. | don't know how to answer that because 4  Stasher-Thomas and -- Stasher Thomas and Gerald
5 therearelotsof Concerned Parents and there are 5 Riberio.
6 lotsof peoplethat work with us. | could say we 6 Q. Okay.
7 have morethan 25. We have 30 families that belong 7 A. Dianeleft the school or took her daughter
8 to Story Timefor Toddlers. They are dl Concerned 8 out of the schoal.
9 Parents. 9 Q. Doesthe Concerned Parents group have
10 Q. What is Story Time for Toddlers? 10 meetings?
11 A. Story Timefor Toddlersisastory time 11 A. Not any longer.
12 reading hour that one of our community board 12 Q. When was the last meeting?
13 members started to get families to come back to the 13 A. I dont know. Sometimein 19 -- maybein
14 school, you know, something for the little people, 14 2000. See, | don't know when the last meeting was.
15 beforeyou get to kindergarten and alot of 15 Again, the groupsthat overlap. You know,
16 children are at home with their nannies, and so 16 everybody belongsto and was a part of multiple
17 they started Story Time for Toddlersin the 17 committees here.
18 library. 18 Q. Do you know how many meetings the group
19 Q. In Exhibit 3, on the second to the last 19 had?
20 pagethere'san email. Do you recognizethis 20 A. No. Over -- | met with them from, maybe,
21 email? 21 1998 through 1999. I'm not sureif they had
22 A. Yes. 22 anything in 2000.
23 Q. What isit? 23 Q. Do you know when the last meeting you
24 A. Whatisit? 24  atended was?
25 Q. Yech. 25  A. No.
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1 A. What's the content of the e-mail message? 1 Q. Isit your belief they had meetings
2 Q. Yeah. 2 snce--
3 A. It'samessage indicating that a 3 A. Itwould bein 2000. Thisisfrom 2000.
4  demongtration has been postponed. 4 Q. What isthe Concerned Parents group? Does
5 Q. Why do you laugh? 5 thisorganization still exist?
6 MS. WELCH: | think the document speaks 6 MS. WELCH: Objection. Asked and
7 foritself. 7 answered.
8 MR. LA COMBE: Okay. 8 THE WITNESS: | don't know.
9 BY MR.LA COMBE: 9 BY MR.LA COMBE:
10 Q. It'saforwarded message, theindividuals 10 Q. Have you attended any district board
11 that areligted. It saysfrom Beverly 11 meetings?
12 Kukyendall-Jonesto avariety of individuals. 12 A. No.
13 Arethose al members of the Concerned 13 Q. Whenwasthe last district board meeting
14 Parents, if you know? 14 that you have attended?
15 A. No. Theselook like peoplethat are 15 A. EarlyinJduly. I'mnot sureif it was
16 parentsat the school that are part of the PTA 16 Juneor July.
17 body. Oneisateacher. They areall PTA members. 17 Q. Areyou looking at your calendar?
18 Q. Doesthe Concerned Parent group have 18 A. Yes. I'mlooking at just the dates
19 officers? 19 (indicating).
20 A. No. 20 Q. | s
21 Q. No? 21 MS. WELCH: If you can't remember, you can
22 A. Therewasa-- there were, | would say, 22 justsay "I don't remember.”
23 two people that started the group, and | don't 23 BY MR.LA COMBE:
24 remember them having any electionsfor officers. 24 Q. Haveyou attended any digtrict textbook
25 Q. Who were those individual s? 25 hearings?
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1 A. No, not ---no. 1 from the classroom, then there should be someplace
2 Q. Areyou aware whether the district has had 2 for that child to go to where they can, you know,
3 any textbook hearings? 3 continue whatever lesson the teacher is giving them
4 A. They did have one. 4  or something else that the school decides that they
5 Q. In Exhibit 3, the Concerned Parents 5 should do instead.
6 document, second page, second paragraph, second 6 Q. You mean removing the kid from the
7 sentence, it states that: 7 classroom?
8 "There isaserious discipline problem at 8 A. Yes.
9 the school." 9 Q. For theday?
10 Do you agree with that statement? 10 A. For whatever period of time. If it'sfor
11 A. There was a serious discipline problem at 11 5 minutes, ten minutes or the day. It depends
12 theschool. The school isout now. They don't 12 upon, | think, the severity of the behavior.
13 dart until next week. So when this document was 13 Q. To your knowledge, no such system has been
14  written, yes, there was. 14  implemented.
15 Q. What kind of serious discipline problem? 15 A. No.
16 A. Classrooms out of control, students out of 16 Q. Do you believe that the discipline
17 control in the cafeteria during lunch periods. 17 dituation hasimproved since this document was
18 Maybethat'sjust my opinion. Disorder. 18 produced, since Exhibit 3 was produced?
19 Q. What do you mean by out of control? 19 MS. WELCH: Objection. Callsfor
20 A. When they have kidsin the classroom that 20 speculation.
21 arescreaming and shouting and the teacher is 21 THE WITNESS: | don't know. | don't know.
22 shouting, it seemsto me that's out of contral. 22 BY MR.LA COMBE:
23 Q. Okay. Have you ever seen an incident 23 Q. Paragraph 6 of that page, the third
24 where students were shouting and the teacher was 24 sentence says.
25 shouting? 25 "We want a school administration that
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1 A. No. I've seen instances where students 1 can effectively implement a program with
2 were being very uncooperative and, | guess, the 2 ahigher level of academic and social
3 teacher was probably getting frustrated. 3 standards and expectations.”
4 Q. Okay. It goesonto say: "A problem that 4 A. Yes.
5 hindersthe academic progress of our children." 5 Q. Do you agree with that statement?
6 A. Correct. Becauseif the teacher hasto 6 A. Yes.
7 stop and tell Johnny to, you know, "Stop. Don't do 7 Q. What kind of program?
8 this, don't do that," then the teacher is not 8 A. For higher academic standards, something
9 teaching. 9 that covers everything in the California academic
10 If the teacher is not teaching, the 10 curriculum. For higher socia standards, something
11 children are not learning. Well, at least not -- 11 that givesthe students socially acceptable
12 they are not learning the things that they should 12 guidelines.
13 bethereto learn, whatever materia the teacher 13 For instance, when you go to the
14 preparesfor them. 14 cafeteria you goin, you Sit down and you eat your
15 Q. You mentioned earlier that there was a 15 lunch. And you can go outside and maybe you can
16 proposal to do away with the checkmark system? 16 talk quietly in there while you're eating. But you
17 A. Yes. 17 dontydl. Youdon't scream. You don't get up
18 Q. What wasthat proposal ? 18 and walk around. You don't throw food. You don't
19 A. Wéll, to -- well, the proposal wasto get 19 make amessand leaveit for somebody elseto have
20 rid of that and to put something more -- with more 20 to clean up behind you. That'sasocia standard.
21 substance in the class, something with alittle 21 Q. It soundslike you want the teachersto
22 moreteethintheclass. 22 teach in alignment with the state curriculum
23 Q. Likewhat, specifically? 23 content?
24 A. Likeif the child is acting up and the 24 A. Yes
25 teacher decides that the child should be removed 25 Q. And firmer discipline?
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1 A. Correct. 1 it. Ifit's, you know, not correct, | make her go
2 - MS. WELCH: | object. | mean she said 2 anddoitagain. But she does her work on her own.
3 what shesaid. Don't mischaracterize her 3 Q. Okay. Does she ever cometo you with
4 testimony. 4 questions about homework?
5 BY MR.LA COMBE: 5 A. Yes
6 Q. Fair enough. Isthere anything else 6 Q. And what kind of questions?
7 involved in this sort of a program that you want 7 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague.
8 the school administration to do? 8 THE WITNESS: How to do her division
9 A. Wdl, again I'm not ateacher. So | can 9 problems.
10 say that | was not satisfied with what they were 10 BY MR.LA COMBE:
11 doing. Andwhen | looked at the program, the 11 Q. Do you help her complete the assignment?
12 information given in the Cdifornia state 12 A. | showed her how to do long division.
13 curriculum was not being passed on to my daughter's | 13 Q. Doesanybody help her with her homework?
14 class. 14 A. Yeah, I'm sure my husband helps her if she
15 MS. WELCH: And | would also just say that 15 hasquestions.
16 the document speaksfor itself. | mean there's 16 Q. Does she havetutors?
17 lotsof paragraphsin between thetwo. You just 17 A. No.
18 noted to talk about the things that they were 18 MS. WELCH: The questions are also vague
19 asking for. 19 astotime. She'sbeenin school for seven years
20 BY MR.LA COMBE: 20 now. | don't know what you are referring to.
21 Q. Hasthe school taken any stepsto meet 21 MR. LA COMBE: Fair enough.
22 those standards? 22 Q. Youwere answering.
23 MS. WELCH: Objection. Callsfor 23 A. Yeah. Tutors-- her teacher tutored her
24 speculation. 24 last year.
25 THE WITNESS: I'm sure they have. 25 Q. Which teacher was this?
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1 MS. WELCH: Also vague. 1 A. Jerry Martin.
2 BY MR.LA COMBE: 2 Q. How did shetutor her?
3 Q. And why do you say that? 3 A. After school in her classroom with other
4 A. Why did | say that? Conversationswith 4 students.
5 theprincipal. 5 Q. How many other students, do you know?
6 Q. Okay. What hasthe principal told you? 6 A. | don't know.
7 A. "Wereworkingonit." And | quote. 7 Q. Okay. Inany particular subject?
8 Q. What about from the district level? 8 A. Mathfor Sharifa
9 A. What about from the district level? 9 Q. Okay. Why math?
10 Q. Any steps been taken to implement those 10 A. Because she was behind in math.
11 sandards? 11 Q. Multiplication?
12 MS. WELCH: Same objections. 12 A. Yes. Anddivision.
13 THE WITNESS: Nonethat | can see 13 Q. What about Dominguez Hills?
14 tangible. I don't know what the district is doing. 14 A. Oh, yeah, the Excel program.
15 BY MR.LA COMBE: 15 Q. What wasthat program?
16 Q. | understand that Sharifaisavery good 16 A. It was a Saturday academic program. Kids
17 student. 17 go up and they get tutored in science. They had
18 A. Yes. 18 science. They had math. Yeah.
19 Q. Which subjects does she get her best 19 Q. And thiswas course work outside of
20 gradesin? 20 schoadl, right?
21 A. | think they are all about the same. She 21 A. Yes.
22 doeswel inall subjects. 22 Q. Isthisaprogram that she applied for?
23 Q. Does anybody help her with her school 23 A. Yes.
24 work? 24 Q. Isit designed for gifted students?
25 A. What do you mean help her? | make her do 25 A. No. Whenyou said tutor, | thought you
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1 meant aone-on-onetutor. | had forgotten about 1 LOSANGELES, CALIFORNIA; FRIDAY, SEPFTEMBER 7, 2001
2 Excdl. 2 12:55P.M.
3 Q. Any other programs like Excel that she's 3
4 participated in? 4 EXAMINATION (resumed)
5 A. Book club. 5
6 Q. What isthat? 6 BY MR.LA COMBE:
7 A. The Paper Dolls Book Club. It'sabook 7 Q. Mrs McCauley, | want to go back intime
8 club of girls, ages-- well, now they are 9 to 12, 8 through Sharifas career basically at Parent
9 | think. They read abook once amonth, they mest, 9 dtarting with the 4th grade year.
10 they discussthe book, and then they, you know, do 10 A. Okay.
11 some activity afterward. 11 Q. You mentioned the teacher was Kathy Burke?
12 (Off the record discussion.) 12 A. Correct.
13 BY MR. LA COMBE: 13 Q. Wasthat the only teacher she had that
14 Q. Now, in her current school when she'sin 14 year &t Parent?
15 school, how much does she study a day in hours? 15 A Yes
16 A. WEéll, she does her homework. | can't tell 16 Q. Wastherean ingtructional aidein that
17 you how long that she sits down and studies. | 17 class?
18 don't know. 18 A. No.
19 Q. Do you have an estimate? 19 Q. Wasthereany parent volunteer?
20 A. It depends on the assignments. Maybe a 20 A. I volunteered in there sometimes other
21 couple hours. 21 parents may have been volunteered.
22 Q. Isthat more than when she was at Parent? 22 Q. Which parents were those?
23 A. Actualy, yes. Shedidn't get alot of 23 A. | think BarbaraRowe.
24  detailed homework at Parent. The homework is 24 Q. Any other parents?
25 different so -- 25 A. | don't know.
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1 Q. How isit different? 1 Q. How often did you volunteer in the class?
2 A. It'salittle more challenging. For 2 A. For thefirst semester, maybe twice a
3 instance, her spelling words, instead of just 3 month. Two or three timesamonth.
4 writing the words out, they write -- they have to 4 Q. Okay. And what things did you do to help
5 determine a synonym and antonym for it. 5 intheclassroom for Kathy Burke?
6 One day -- another day they will do 6 A. | helped --
7 jeopardy question, you know, create a jeopardy, 7 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague.
8 what do you call it, type question using the 8 THE WITNESS: What thingsdid | doin the
9 gpdlingwords. They created crossword puzzles -- 9 classroom? What thingsdid | help Miss Burke with?
10 not the crossword puzzle, but the word search using 10 BY MR.LA COMBE:
11 their spelling words. 11 Q. Yeah.
12 Q. Thisisat the current school ? 12 A. | helped studentsto read. I'd takea
13 A. Yes. 13 group of kidsto the side and read to them -- allow
14 Can | take a break? 14 themtoreadto me.
15 Q. Yeah. 15 Q. Anything else?
16 (At the hour of 12:01 P.M., aluncheon 16 A. No, that'sit.
17 recesswastaken. The deposition resumed at 17 Q. Do you know how many students were in that
18 12:55P.M., the same persons being present.) 18 class?
19 19 A. No.
20 20 Q. Do you have an estimate?
21 21 A. 28, 30.
22 22 Q. Okay. Werethere textbooksin that class?
23 23 A. Yes.
24 24 Q. How many textbooks were there?
25 25 A. | don't know.
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1 Q. Youdon't know? 1 novelsthat were assigned?
2 A. | don't know. 2 A. No. We had to buy them.
3 Q. Wasthere atextbook in every subject? 3 Q. Okay. How many novelsdid you buy?
4 A. There was atextbook for math, for social 4 A. | think there were two assigned.
5 studies, | believe, and a spelling book. 5 Q. Do you know what they were?
6 Q. Anything else? 6 A. | don't remember.
7 A. | don't know. 7 Q. Okay. Did she use any poems, any news
8 Q. Okay. Did you ever read any of those 8 articles?
9 books? 9 A. No.
10 A. Did| read them? | looked through them. 10 Q. Do you know if she was assigned essays?
11 Q. Okay. Did Sharifa have her own copy of the 11 A. No, | don't remember any essays.
12 math textbook in that classto usein class? 12 Q. Do you remember any maps that were used?
13 A. Yes, | beieve so. 13 A. No. That'swhy we left.
14 Q. Did she have acopy to take home? 14 Q. What?
15 A. | believe they were the same. 15 A. That'swhy we |eft.
16 Q. The same copy? 16 Q. What about the Internet?
17 A. Yes. 17 A. Areyou kidding? No.
18 Q. Shewas ableto take home her math 18 Q. I'masking you.
19 textbook? 19 A. No. No. They did not -- they have a
20 A. Yes. 20 computer lab there. And | don't remember that
21 Q. Okay. What about her other textbooks? 21 the-- that the 4th grade class going to the
22 A. She brought them home. 22 computer lab. | don't remember Sharifatalking
23 Q. Okay. Did theteacher use instructional 23 about that.
24 materials other than textbooks? 24 Q. Whereisthe computer lab?
25 A. | don't know. 25 A. It'sacrossthe campusin a-- one of
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1 Q. Do you know if she used any photocopy 1 those portable classrooms.
2 materias? 2 Q. | have got amap of the school. | forget
3 A. They did have Xerox copies of things. 3 whatit'smarked as. Exhibit 4.
4 Q. Okay. Do you remember any in particular? 4 Mrs. McCauley, does that map represent the
5 A. No. 5 school campus?
6 Q. Okay. Do you know if they were pages from 6 A. Itlookslikeit.
7 atext that wasused in class? 7 Q. Can you identify where the computer labis
8 A. 4th grade, | don't remember. 8 onthe map?
9 Q. Okay. Do you remember the photocopy 9 A. Lookslike number 21.
10 materidsfrom any other year? 10 Q. 21?
11 A. Yes. 11 A. Yeah
12 Q. Okay. Isthere onethat you keep thinking 12 Q. Do you know how many computers are in the
13 of inparticular? 13 lab?
14 A. A particular photocopy? 14 A. No, | don't know.
15 Q. Yeah, or type of materials. 15 Q. Do you have --
16 A. Everything was photocopied. 16 A. | never counted them.
17 Q. Okay. 17 Q. -- an estimate of how many?
18 A. Any math that came home, most of the 18 A. Maybe 25.
19 assignments. She didn't bring home books. 19 Q. Arethose connected to the Internet, if
20 Q. Outside of the 4th grade? 20 you know?
21 A. Correct. 21 A. | don't know.
22 Q. Isthe 4th grade the first year that she 22 Q. Do you know if Kathy Burke ever used a
23 took books home? 23 projector?
24 A. Yes. 24 A. | don't know.
25 Q. Okay. The 4th grade, were there any 25 Q. PowerPoint?
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A. | never saw a computer in the classroom so
| don't know.

Q. How often was Sharifa assigned homework in
Mrs. Burke's class?

A. Shehad it afew daysaweek. I'm sure at
least three times a week.

Q. Okay. What did you think of the quality
of her assignments?

MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague.
THE WITNESS: What do you mean what did |

think about the quality?
BY MR. LA COMBE:

Q. Uh-huh.

A. Did| think it was quality work?

Q. Not thework Sharifadid, but the
assignments themsel ves.

A. The assignment?

Q. Yes

A. They were okay. Nothing challenging,
nothing innovative.

Q. Were the assignments out of the textbook?

A. Spelling came out of the spelling book,
and | don't know where the -- some of the
assignments would be out of the social studies book
to answer some questions that were in the book in
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Q. Wasit portable?

A. No. Thiswasared classroom, area
building.

Q. Whereisit onthe map?

A. Number 9.

MS. WELCH: Counsdl, tell me about the
document came from, what the number on the bottom
means.

MR. LA COMBE: Thiscame from district
counsdl, Inglewood.

Q. Okay. Melinda Acuna?

A. Yes, A-C-U-N-A.

Q. How was she as ateacher?

A. Shewas agood teacher.

Q. Of thefour teachers she had at Parent,
which did you think was the best?

A. A tie between Miss Burke and Miss Acuna

Q. Why do you think they were the best
teachers?

A. Becausethey were interested in -- they
seemed to push the students alittle bit more and
give them alittle bit more challenging work.

Q. Any other reasons?

A. They seemed to be more excited about being
with the students. They invited the parentsinto
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reference to something that she read in the book.
The math was in the math book.

Q. Okay. How often was she assigned projects
using materials outside of the course materials?

A. We had received -- she didn't receive any
projects outside of course materials the semester
that she was there for 4th grade.

Q. No book reports?

A. Shedid do a couple of book reports, |
think. | think she may have done book reportsin
Miss Burke'sclass. She's part of the book club so
the books kind of melt together.

Q. Any research papers?

A. No.

Q. Any group projectsthat you know of?

A. No, not that | remember.

Q. Okay. What kind of instructional space
was the class taught in?

MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague.

THE WITNESS: Y ou mean what wasthe
classroom like?
BY MR. LA COMBE:

Q. Yeah.

A. Normal 1950'skind of classroom, desks,
chairs, tables.
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the classroom to participate.

Q. What do you mean by they pushed the
students?

A. Wéll, the work that they gave the students
seemed to be at the level where the -- at the grade
level.

Q. Okay.

A. | thought that Sharifa was getting pretty
good work in the classrooms even though the work
that she had in those -- the 1st and the 2nd grade
she had aready done that stuff before.

Q. If Sharifa continued to have teacherslike
Debbie Burke and Belinda Acuna, would you have kept
her in Parent?

MS. WELCH: Objection. Callsfor
speculation.

THE WITNESS: It's not just the teachers
there where theissueis. It'sthe administration,
their overall planning for the school. And Sharifa
is not the only -- she's not just one person in the
school. There are many people put into the overal
education there.

BY MR. LA COMBE:
Q. Right.
A. Sovyes, if there were teachers more like
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1 MissWallace, who Sharifadid not have, because 1 A. Somefrom 1988, 1969. And | think their
2 she'samiddle school teacher and more like 2 reading stuff was from '95.
3 MissJurnikan, who she didn't have, yes, she'd be 3 Q. Thereading stuff?
4  there now. 4 A. Thereading, yeah, the reading material.
5 Q. So Wallace and Jurnikan are both teachers 5 Q. Do you remember the dates of any other
6 at Parent? 6 booksinthat class?
7 A. Yes 7 A. No.
8 Q. What grade does Jurnikan teach? 8 Q. Did Sharifa have her own copy of those
9 A. | think now she's going to be teaching 1st 9 booksto useinthe class?
10 grade. 10 A. | believe they did have enough? I'm not
11 Q. Inthe 3rd grade, Belinda Acuna, that's 11 sure. They worked on thingsin sections, you know.
12 her only teacher through the year? 12 Some students would do this and some students would
13 A. Yes. 13 do something else.
14 Q. Do you know if there were instructional 14 Q. | believe you talk about some of these
15 aidsin any of these classes, any of the four years 15 textbooksin your declaration.
16 shewasat Parent? 16 Do you have your declaration, Exhibit 2?
17 A. Not to my knowledge. 17 A L
18 Q. Were you aroom parent in the 3rd grade as 18 Q. Isit1?
19 wdl? 19 Paragraph 6, second sentence states:
20 MS. WELCH: Asked and answered. 20 "For example, one of the literature
21 THEWITNESS: Yes. 21 books, the class uses was published in
22 BY MR.LA COMBE: 22 1969."
23 Q. Were you going there -- how often were you 23 A. Correct.
24 going there? 24 Q. Isthat the book that you just referred
25 A. | think for thefirst semester, | may have 25 to?
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1 gonethere once aweek pretty much. At least three 1 A. Correct. | used that book in elementary
2 weeks out of the month. 2 schoal.
3 Q. Okay. And then after that? 3 Q. Compton Unified?
4 A. | think for the second semester, alittle 4 A. | remembered it, yes.
5 bitless. | got alittle bit more busy at work. 5 Q. That wasin the 3rd grade that that book
6 Q. Doyou -- 6 wasused?
7 A. Going there and volunteering in the 7 A. Whose 3rd grade?
8 classroomtakesalot of time. | spend an hour in 8 Q. Sharifa's 3rd grade.
9 the classroom which really costs me two hours out 9 A. Yes, yes.
10 of myday. Soit'salot. 10 Q. Do you know if that book is till in use
11 Q. And that 3rd grade year were you doing 11 now?
12 reading work with the kids again? 12 A. | don't know.
13 A. Math. 13 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague. When you
14 Q. Math? 14 say "that book," what do you mean? Her daughter's
15 A. | worked with the students in math. 15 book or do you mean the book in that class?
16 Q. Okay. Anything else besides math? 16 BY MR.LA COMBE:
17 A. No. 17 Q. Theedition.
18 Q. Do you know how many students were in that 18 A. The 1969 literature book?
19 class? 19 Q. Uh-huh.
20 A. | think it was 2nd, 3rd grade. 20 A. | don't know.
21 Q. Were there textbooks in that class? 21 Q. Okay. Could you describe the contents of
22 A. Yes. 22 that literature book?
23 Q. Couldn't take them home? 23 A. No. Literature.
24 A. No. And they were old. 24 Q. Literature?
25 Q. How old were they? 25 A. Stories.
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1 Q. Okay. When you say the class used the 1 grade?
2 book, what do you mean exactly? How do they use 2 A. Not redly. They did science projects.
3 thebook? 3 Based upon what materialsthey learned, | don't
4 A. The book wasin the classroom on the 4 know.
5 shelf. It was part of the materia that the 5 Q. Do you know what the projects were?
6 teacher told me she was using in the classroom. 6 A. It was a-- something that the student had
7 Other than that, | can't tell you how they used it. 7 topick fromalist essentialy. And they did it
8 Q. Do you know if she received any 8 outsidetheclassand presented it in the class. |
9 assignments out of that book? 9 don't remember what Sharifaswas. Something to do
10 A. | don't know because the assignments came 10 with colored water and | don't remember.
11 Xeroxed. 11 Q. Were these science fair projects?
12 Q. Did you recognize any of the Xeroxes as 12 A. Yes, it wasthe science fair. And based
13 coming from that book? 13 onwhat science training in the classroom, | never
14 A. | couldn't say. The math book that was 14 sawit sol| didn't understand why they ever
15 from, | think, 1988. | recognized the Xerox -- 15 participated init.
16 that was also because | work with the students 16 Q. Remind me. You may have answered this.
17 with, you know, using the book in the classroom. 17 Have you seen the 1969 literature book?
18 Q. Did the class, to your knowledge, use any 18 A. Havel seenit?
19 other booksfor learning literature? 19 Q. Yes.
20 A. They had Open Court reading books. | 20 A. Oh, yes.
21 think that's what they -- | know Open Court was 21 Q. Can you describe its condition? Just in
22 what the name of the serieswas. | believeit was 22 genera describe the condition of the books.
23 for reading. 23 A. It'sokay, you know.
24 Q. Werethose the materials from 1995? 24 Q. Werethey readable?
25 A. | believe so. 25 A. Yes. | didntlook through every single
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1 Q. Any other literature materials that you 1 book inthe stack, you know.
2 remember? 2 Q. | understand.
3 A. No. 3 Let'stalk about the 1988 book, the math
4 Q. Okay. Do you believethe 1969 literature 4 text. That'sall discussed in paragraph 6 of your
5 book interfered with Sharifa's ability to learn 5 declaration.
6 literature? 6 That was the 3rd grade class?
7 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague, callsfor 7 A. Correct.
8 gpeculation, expert testimony. 8 Q. Did Sharifause atextbook that old in any
9 THE WITNESS: Dol believethat it 9 other class?
10 interfered with her ability to learn literature? 10 A. Wéll, she went from 3rd to 4th grade. And
11 BY MR.LA COMBE: 11 in4th grade they got new textbooks. So the answer
12 Q. Uh-huh. 12 would be no.
13 A. No. But | do think that if I'm paying 13 Q. Could you describe the condition of
14 taxesand I'm paying extramoney in order to add on 14 Sharifa's math textbook?
15 to my property, money directly to the district, 15 A. They were old books, but the bindings were
16 they ought to have some current materialsin the 16 dtill on. They wereintact.
17 classroom. 17 Q. They were readable?
18 Q. Okay. 18 A. Yes
19 A. Because, you know, literatureis 19 Q. Okay. Do you believe that a 1988 math
20 literature. Literatureiscenturiesold. So 20 book isout of data?
21 that's okay at times. 21 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague.
22 Q. Correct. 22 THE WITNESS: Wdll, based on conversation
23 A. But when you talk about science, you need 23 withthe principal that said they were on a
24 to be current. 24 seven-year book adoption cycle, 1988 in the year
25 Q. Okay. Was shelearning sciencein the 3rd 25 1999 would seem to be alittle outdated of that
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1 cycle 1 that I'mworking with, and I'min there for one
2 BY MR.LA COMBE: 2 hour. | don't have time to study the book, you
3 Q. Any other reason why you would think that 3 know. | canlook at preceding pages, things that
4 a1988 math book isout of date? 4 kind of come afterward. But I'm sure -- | think
5 A. Eleven years after the fact? 5 that my ability to help the students was based upon
6 Q. No. 6 my ability to do the math that they were performing
7 A. No, other than the fact that it's eleven 7 atthetime
8 yearsold. 8 BY MR.LA COMBE:
9 Q. And do you believe that having a 1988 math 9 Q. Also, at the beginning of paragraph 6 it
10 book interfered with Sharifa's ability to learn 10 sates: "The books my daughter usesin class are
11 math? 11 out of date."
12 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague, callsfor 12 Which books are you referring to there?
13 speculation, callsfor expert testimony. 13 Or | should say, doesit refer to any books other
14 THE WITNESS: The elementary school math 14 than the 1969 literature book and the 1988 math
15 book that my daughter was using was -- because | 15 book?
16 never had that book at hometo really look through 16 A. No. You're asking about these books and
17 and go through thoroughly, | can't say how it 17 thedatesonthem. All of thisis-- my questions
18 necessarily helped or hindered her because | didn't 18 about thisand my opinions about thisis because
19 seethe material in the book that said, "Thisis 19 theprincipa said they were on a seven-year book
20 how youlearnto add. Thisishow you beginto 20 adoption cycle. They were out of bounds for that
21 multiply." 21 cycle. Somy opinionsabout it have to do with
22 They have those books as instructional 22 what, you know, | wastold should be taking place
23 aides, | believe. It'stheteacher that's supposed 23 there.
24 todotheteaching. Now, if it werea 24 Q. Okay.
25 sdf-contained -- what are those popular books -- 25 MS. WELCH: Infairness, | mean that
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1 Dummy's Guide to everything, it would tell her how 1 sentence, it just refersto this paragraph. | mean
2 togofromAtoz Andinthat vein,if | could 2 itdoesnt refer to al time. There may be other
3 seethematerial and it had al of those elements 3 booksthat Sharifahad not from that year that were
4 init, | could answer your question asto whether 4 out of date.
5 or not a1988 book would hinder or how that 1988 5 THE WITNESS: True. Because| didn't go
6 book hindered her. 6 andlook at al the booksin 2nd grade. |
7 BY MR.LA COMBE: 7 didn't -- hadn't realized there was that problem.
8 Q. When you cameinto the classasaroom 8 BY MR.LA COMBE:
9 parent and hel ped the students with math, were you 9 Q. Areyou aware of any booksthat she had in
10 using that textbook? 10 any other year that were out of date?
11 A. Yes. 11 A. Well, no. | didn't realize the problem
12 Q. How did you useit? 12 existed until we got to the 3rd grade.
13 A. Theteacher would give me the pages she'd 13 Q. Andthe--
14 like for me to work on with the students, and 14 A. Because of, I'm sure, the ruckus that was
15 that's what we would work on. 15 caused about thisthey did get new booksin the 4th
16 Q. Were you answering student questions -- 16 grade.
17 A. Yes. 17 Q. Okay. Now, where wasthis class, the 3rd
18 Q. --astothis? 18 grade class on the map?
19 A. Yes. 19 A. 27.
20 Q. Wereyou able to answer the questions 20 Q. Andisthat aportable?
21  based upon the textbook and your knowledge of math? | 21 A. Yes
22 A. No. Based upon my knowledge of math. 22 Q. 2nd grade. Wendy Keir. Do you know how
23 Q. Not based on the textbook? 23 many students were in the class?
24 MS. WELCH: Asked and answered. 24 A. Should have been 20.
25 THE WITNESS: Now, | have a couple pages 25 Q. Isthat about the samein 1t grade?
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1 A. Correct. 1 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague.
2 Q. Did you volunteer in the classroom that 2 THE WITNESS: Not much.
3 year? 3 BY MR.LA COMBE:
4 A. Yes. 4 Q. Huh?
5 Q. In? 5 A. Not much.
6 A. In2nd grade? 6 Q. What do you mean "not much"?
7 Q. Yes. 7 A. Intermsof the quality of the work
8 A. Yes, | volunteered. The teacher didn't 8 assignments that were received when Sharifawasin
9 want any help. 9 the?2nd grade?
10 Q. Why not? 10 Q. Yeah.
11 A. | don't know. 11 A. | didn't think much of it. It was not
12 Q. Shetold you that? 12 very challenging. She did her homework and went
13 A. Wél, she never invited mein so -- 13 back to school. It wasn't like the homework like
14 Q. Wasthat as aroom parent? 14 she had when she was in preschool.
15 A. Yes. 15 Q. Do you mean -- how do you mean?
16 Q. What sort of things did you do in class? 16 A. Before she went to Frank D. Parent
17 A. Nothing. Shedidn't need any help. She 17 Elementary School she wasin preschool, day care.
18 liked to do everything herself. 18 And| can remember that there were math
19 Q. Sowhat did you do? 19 assignments. She had spelling words. She had
20 A. Nothing. 20 spelling dictation sentences that she had to make
21 Q. Nothing? 21 up herself. | remember she had to use her spelling
22 A. Nothing. | was her volunteer room parent 22 wordsand had to create a story using her spelling
23 and shedidn't need us. | collected some things 23 words, ten spelling words. So the quality of work
24 for aparty but -- 24 in2nd grade, | don't remember anything about it.
25 Q. How often did you go? 25 It doesn't say to me awhole lot about the quality
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1 A. How oftendid | go? 1 of thework. It wasnot memorable. Maybethat's
2 Q. Uh-huh. 2 what | should say.
3 A. Okay. Nothing. | was at the school 3 MS. WELCH: Youdid.
4 amost every day. | take my daughter to school. 4 BY MR.LA COMBE:
5 Shewas 2nd grade, you know, she was pretty young 5 Q. And when wasthat classon themap in
6 sol wouldalot of timestake her to her classor 6 2nd grade?
7 my mom would take her to her class. | would see 7 A. | think it's classroom 2.
8 theteacher quite often. | didn't volunteer in her 8 Q. Isthat the main building?
9 classbecause she didn't need my help. 9 A. No.
10 Q. Okay. Do you remember any textbooks that 10 Oh, what did you say?
11 sheusedinthat class? 11 Q. Isthat the main building?
12 A. No. 12 A. Main building? It'sabuilding.
13 Q. Any instructional materials other than 13 Q. A permanent building?
14 textbooks? 14 A. Yes, yes.
15 A. Xerox copies. 15 Q. Let'sdo the 1<t grade. That was Debbie
16 Q. What were the copies of? 16 Burke?
17 A. | havenoideaat thispoint in time. 17 A. Yes.
18 Q. Okay. Fair enough. How often was she 18 Q. That wasthe same teacher the whole year,
19 assigned homework in that class? 19 right?
20 A. 2nd grade? 20 A. Yes
21 Q. Yes. 21 Q. And do you remember any textbooks from
22 A. | don't know. | don't know. Shehad 22 that year?
23 homework, though. 23 A. No.
24 Q. What did you think of the quality of the 24 Q. None?
25 assignmentsthat she received? 25 A. Dol remember any?
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1 Q. Uh-huh. 1 her testimony.
2 A. No, | don't remember any. 2 THEWITNESS: No.
3 Q. Okay. Do you know if she used any 3 BY MR.LA COMBE:
4  textbooks? 4 Q. Why weren't you satisfied?
5 A. I'msure shedid, 1st grade class. 5 A. Becauseit was less than what she had
6 Q. Any instructional materials other than 6 aready done. It was, as my husband calsit,
7 textbooksthat you remember? 7 dumbing her down. So --
8 A. Xerox copies? 8 Q. Okay. | refer you to the complaint -- oh,
9 Q. Yeah. 9 let meask, whereisit on the map the classroom
10 A. Yeah. 10 for first grade?
11 Q. Anything besides Xerox? 11 A. 27.
12 A. | don't know. 12 Q. Isthat a portable unit?
13 Q. And -- 13 A. Yes.
14 A. Likeacomputer? 14 Q. Inthe complaint page 55, paragraph 260
15 Q. Yesh. 15 states?
16 A. Yeah, she had two computers. 16 "Approximately 43 percent of the teachers
17 Q. There were two computersin the class? 17 at Parent lacked full, nonemergency
18 A. Yes. 18 teaching credentials."
19 Q. Do you know if she used those computersin 19 A. Yes
20 class? 20 Q. Do you believe that statement to be true?
21 A. Yes, shedid. 21 A. Yes
22 Q. How s0? 22 Q. What makes you believe that 43 percent of
23 A. There were games or, you know, 23 theteachersat Parent lacked full nonemergency
24 ingtructiond type things on the computers that the 24  credentias?
25 students used. 25 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague.
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1 Q. And do you know if she assigned work off 1 THE WITNESS: Articlesin the paper,
2 of those computers? 2 comments from parents. | guessthe fact | asked
3 A. | don't know how to really answer that. 3 these questions of the administration, the
4  She gave students things to do, and they did them 4 principa there, and they have never been refuted.
5 onthe computer. 5 BY MR.LA COMBE:
6 Q. Okay. What about Wendy Keir, did she have 6 Q. Okay. Where did you read 43 percent, if
7 computersin her class? 7 anywhere?
8 A. Not that | remember. 8 A. | redly cant tdl you. | read alot of
9 Q. What about the 3rd or 4th grade class? 9 stuff off the Internet. And over the yearswe have
10 A. Notin4th. | don't think in 3rd. 10 gotten lots of documents from who knows where. |
11 Q. Do you remember what the Xerox copieswere | 11 can't say exactly where thisfigure came from.
12 of inthefirst grade? 12 Q. Do you know if thisfigure refersto any
13 A. Not redly. 13 particular school year at Parent?
14 Q. What did you think of the quality of the 14 A. | don't know.
15 assignmentsin thefirst grade? 15 Q. Why do you believe there are so few fully
16 A. Wéll, after coming from Dreamland, you 16 credentialed teachers at Parent?
17 know, they werekind of alet down, too. It was 17 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague.
18 okay. Shewasinfirst grade, and | knew that this 18 THE WITNESS: Why do | believe that there
19 wasa, you know, aregular school. And | think we 19 aresofew fully credentialed teachers at Parent?
20 werejust getting into the school and she seemed to 20 Because the administration there accepted
21 begoing along okay. 21 noncredentialed teachersto teach.
22 Q. Soyou were satisfied with the quality of 22 BY MR.LA COMBE:
23 work? 23 Q. Do you believe that teachers that lack
24 A. No. 24 full teaching credentials are qualified to teach?
25 MS. WELCH: Objection. Mischaracterizes 25 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague. Callsfor
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1 experttestimony. Callsfor speculation. 1 country for teachers.
2 - THEWITNESS: Dol bdlievethat 2 Q. Anything at the school level?
3 noncredentialed teachers are qualified to teach? 3 A. | don't know.
4 BY MR.LA COMBE: 4 Q. What steps do you believe should be taken
5 Q. Yes. 5 toincrease the number of fully credentialed
6 A. They can be. 6 teachers?
7 Q. How? 7 MS. WELCH: Objection. Assumesfacts.
8 A. It depends on the emergency and their 8 THE WITNESS: What steps should be taken
9 education and training. 9 to get fully credentialed teachers?
10 Q. Okay. 10 BY MR.LA COMBE:
11 A. Their experience. 11 Q. Yeah.
12 Q. To your knowledge, do the teachers that 12 A. Wéll, one, they could have some sort of a
13 arenot fully credentialed at Parent receive any 13 policy in place where the teachersthat are there
14 training from the school ? 14 go through training to get their credentials within
15 A. | havenoidea. 15 agpecified period of time. Two, when they hire
16 Q. What about at the district level? 16 teachers, hireteachersthat have credentials.
17 A. | havenoidea. 17 Q. Anything other than getting the teachers
18 Q. Statelevel? 18 that are on the emergency credentials to complete
19 A. | don't know. 19 their work and get their credentials or hire
20 Q. Okay. 20 teachersthat already have credentials?
21 A. Doesthe state train teachers? Or do 21 A. No.
22 colleges and universitiesdo that? The state 22 Q. I think you said before that you are not
23 licensesteachers, though, right? 23 aware of Sharifaever having ateacher that's not
24 Q. Right. 24 fully credentialed; isthat correct?
25 A. Okay. 25 A. Correct.
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1 Q. It'sadtate university system, | guess. 1 MS. WELCH: | think that kind of
2 Areyou aware of an open court coach at 2 mischaracterizes her testimony. | think she said
3 theschool? 3 shewasn't aware of what credentials Sharifa's
4 A. Yes. 4  teachershad.
5 Q. Do you know if that person provides 5 THEWITNESS: That'strue. Thatiswhat |
6 training to teachers? 6 sad.
7 A. | think that's what a coach does, to help 7 BY MR.LA COMBE:
8 themin some kind of capacity. 8 Q. Areyou aware of any teachersthat Sharifa
9 Q. Areyou aware of the BTSA, B-T-SA, 9 had that are not fully credentialed?
10 program? 10 A. | don't know whether or not they have
11 A. No. 11 their credential.
12 Q. Beginning teachers support and assistance, 12 Q. Did you ever complain to the -- to
13 Ithinkitis. 13 Mrs. Stricklin about the number of not fully
14 A. No. 14 credentialed teachers at Parent?
15 Q. You never heard of it? 15 A. | don't know if we talked about the
16 A. No. What isit? 16 credentials of the teachers. In particular, we
17 Q. It'sasupport system for beginning 17 talked about the academicsthere at the schooal,
18 teachers. 18 whichredly don't have anything to do with
19 To your knowledge, is the school taking 19 credentialing. Okay.
20 any stepsto increase the number of full 20 Because if you have a good academic plan
21 credentiaed teachers? 21 and you are able to execute and implement that
22 A. | believe that the district is doing that 22 plan, then the students are going to learn. So if
23 now. 23 management doestheir job and make sure that the
24 Q. Okay. What steps? 24 teachersare planning and giving information to the
25 A. | believe they are recruiting acrossthe 25 students, the students are going to learn.
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1 Q. Irrespective of whether or not there's 1 A. Becausein school children should be able
2 full credentials? 2 to, in addition to their class work, go and learn
3 A. I'msurethe credentials help if a person 3 how to use alibrary, have someone knowledgeable to
4 that has been trained and islicensed and has some 4 show them how to use alibrary and have the books
5 sort of authority and credibility in executing that 5 inthelibrary in afashion wherelibraries are
6 subject. Sothe credentials help. 6 normally set up. Without alibrarian, you don't
7 Q. What about to the district administration, 7 havethat.
8 didyou ever complain about the number of nonfully 8 Q. Didthelibrary aide that the PTA paid
9 credentialed teachers? 9 arrangethelibrary in the manner that you
10 A. | believe at school board meetings I've 10 described?
11 made statements to them concerning the credentials 11 A. No, I don't know if they had acard
12 of teachers. 12 catdoginthere. Atone point the PTA did hirea
13 Q. Did they have any reaction? 13 retired librarian who was working on organizing the
14 A. Youcan-- 14 library. That person didn't stay there very long.
15 Q. What'sthat? 15 | don't know how the library became organized.
16 A. They ligten. 16 Q. Doesit have acard catalog now?
17 Q. Okay. Did they say anything in response? 17 A. I don't know. | don't remember seeing a
18 A. They'd take it under consideration. 18 card catalog. They are using Dewey decimal
19 Q. Okay. Do you know if they had taken any 19 numbering system, but | don't remember seeing a
20 stepstoimprove? 20 card catalog.
21 A. No, | don't know that. 21 Q. And thelibrary aide that the PTA hired,
22 Q. Okay. Onyour declaration, paragraph 11. 22 wasthat person ableto give assistance to students
23 It states: "The school does not employ a 23 inthe manner that you described?
24  librarian." 24 A. | actually never saw the librarian working
25 A. Yes. 25 with students during school hours so | don't know
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1 Q. Do you know if that is ill the case? 1 what her abilities were.
2 A. | don't know. Thedistrict finally 2 Q. Okay. Do you believe that not having a
3 decided that they would pay for the employees that 3 paid library interfered with Sharifa's ability to
4 the PTA had been paying. 4 do her homework?
5 Q. Attheend of last school year? 5 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague, calsfor
6 A. Correct, 2001. 6 speculation.
7 Q. Do you know about what month that was? 7 THE WITNESS: Homework from Xerox copies?
8 A. June, | believe. 8 BY MR.LA COMBE:
9 Q. Do you know if the district has atrained 9 Q. Any homework.
10 librarian? 10 A. No, didn't interfere with her doing her
11 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague. 11 homework from Xerox copies. | think -- I'm not
12 THE WITNESS: No, | don't know. 12 surethat she was given library assignmentsthere,
13 BY MR.LA COMBE: 13 so something else seemed to me to be missing.
14 Q. Haveyou ever heard of Lorraine Brohowski? 14 Q. Goonin paragraph 12 of the declaration.
15 A. Brohowski? 15 Itsays
16 Q. Yes. 16 "The school library isin terrible shape.
17 A. No. 17 The number of booksin thelibrary is
18 Q. Do you believe that the lack of a paid 18 sparse. And until the PTA cleaned and
19 librarian at Parents School interfered with 19 reshelved and reorganized the library
20 Sharifasahility to get a quality education? 20 thisyear, thelibrary wasin a
21 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague, callsfor 21 shambles.”
22 gpeculation, callsfor expert testimony. 22 Do you believe that the school library is
23 THEWITNESS:. Yes 23 currently in terrible shape?
24 BY MR.LA COMBE: 24 A. | don't know what condition it'sin now.
25 Q. How? 25 Q. When isthe last time you had been to the
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1 school library? 1 library in preparation for al this, to bring the
2 A. Last spring sometime, spring of 2001. 2 booksin.
3  Wadll, | guessit would have been January or so 3 Q. Do you continue to believe that the number
4 because sheleft the school in February. 4 of booksinthelibrary is sparse?
5 Q. Do you believe that the school library was 5 A. | don't know.
6 interrible shape at that time? 6 Q. Okay. Inparagraph 9 of your declaration
7 A. It was much better. 7 it dates:
8 Q. It wasn't in terrible shape? 8 "Last November | found five boxes of
9 MS. WELCH: Objection. Mischaracterizes 9 brand new computers that had been sitting
10 thetestimony. 10 unused in the library all the summer of
11 THEWITNESS: Thelibrary there at 11 1999 through that November."
12 Frank D. Parent Elementary School was without books | 12 A. Yes
13 on bookcases and was not my idea of agood library 13 Q. Do you know what those computers were for?
14 or alibrary that reflects the neighborhood and the 14 A. Onewasto be used in the library for an
15 environment around it. 15 inventory system for the books. Another one was
16 MS. WELCH: Can wetake abreak? 16 for theinventory of the school books, textbooks.
17 (Recess)) 17 Q. Whereit saysthat the principal told you
18 BY MR.LA COMBE: 18 that the school was waiting for the district to
19 Q. Inparagraph 12 of the declaration you 19 send software for the computers --
20 dated, "The booksinthelibrary are sparse.” 20 A. Yes
21 A. Yes 21 Q. -- do you know what software that was?
22 Q. What do you mean by that? 22 A. | believe she wastalking about the
23 A. Theresanumber of shelvesin there and 23 inventory software. You know, | say herethat you
24  mogt of them are not covered with books. 24 didn't need the software to use the computers.
25 Q. Do you know how many book there were? 25 Okay. They could have been getting some use out of
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1 A. No. 1 those machines.
2 Q. Do you know how many books -- 2 Q. Okay. After you set up the two computers,
3 A. Probably 60 to 80 -- the room is about 20 3 were students able to use those for homework?
4 to30feet. It'sagood size room. 4 MS. WELCH: Objection. Callsfor
5 Q. How many books? Do you know? 5 gpeculation.
6 A. | don't know how many books. 6 THE WITNESS: | don't know what happened
7 Q. Hasthe number of booksin the library 7 inthelibrary after that. After reading this, the
8 changed since Sharifa has been there, while she was 8 computers that we set up were computers that the
9 there? 9 PTA bought, the PTA purchased. They were not a
10 A. Yes. ThePTA purchased some books. The 10 part of the five that were in the room.
11 Friends of Parent had -- they had areception, a 11 BY MR.LA COMBE:
12 fundraiser of some sort to buy books for the 12 Q. Whenit says, "The PTA set up two of the
13 library. Sothey spent afew thousand dollars on 13 computersinthelibrary” --
14 booksfor thelibrary. 14 A. Right.
15 Q. Whenwasthat? 15 Q. -- that'snot correct?
16 A. Probably 1999, April, May of '98. Let's 16 A. No. ThePTA set up two computersin the
17 see. Between'98 and'99. | don't have the exact 17 library.
18 date. 18 Q. Period, okay.
19 MS. WELCH: Before your declaration? 19 A. The PTA purchased those, the computers
20 THEWITNESS: Yes. 20 that they set up.
21 BY MR.LA COMBE: 21 Q. | see. To your knowledge, have any of
22 Q. Okay. Would that have been before the PTA 22 those five computers been set up?
23 cleaned the shelves and reorganized the library? 23 A. | don't know. | hope so.
24 A. The bookswere purchased -- were ordered 24 Q. | takeit when you werein the library
25 before. That was why they were cleaning up the 25 last time, which you estimated was January of 2001,
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1 those computers were not set up? 1 Q. Let'show many restrooms are there at
2 A. They weren't inthelibrary. | believe 2 Parent, if you know?
3 one of the computers that was up on top of the 3 A. How many --
4 shelf ultimately did get set up for the library 4 Q. How many sets of student restrooms?
5 inventory software, but the others, | don't 5 A. Two. Do you want to know how many
6 remember what happened with them. 6 toilets?
7 Q. Youjust said the five computers weren't 7 Q. Well get there.
8 inthelibrary? 8 Do you know where they are at, bathrooms?
9 A. No. They wereinthelibrary. There were 9 A. | think there's one at the end of number 4
10 two up ontop of the shelf and three inside of the 10 hereand at the end of humber 15, three stalls each
11 closetinthelibrary. 11 forthegirls. I've never been in the boys.
12 Q. | see. Thetwo computers that the PTA 12 Q. Arethosefor particular grade level
13 purchased and set up, were thoseingtalled in the 13 students?
14 library? 14 A. Yes.
15 A. Yes. And those were for studentsto use. 15 Q. Whichiswhich?
16 Q. Paragraph 10 states: 16 A. 4isfor theelementary. Theoneat 15is
17 "The school was supposed to have been 17 for the upper grades, middle schoal.
18 wired for Internet use last summer, but 18 Q. Areyou aware of any other bathrooms for
19 no one has been able to use the Internet 19 student use at the school ?
20 still." 20 A. | believe kindergarteners have onein
21 Do you know if Internet connectivity has 21 their classroom.
22 been established at the school ? 22 Q. Whereisthat?
23 A. No, | don't know that. And | had a 23 A. You know, thismap is not correct.
24 conversation with a parent a couple weeks ago and 24 Q. Okay. How isit not correct?
25 was asked to help investigate the network 25 A. Thelibrary ison the front of the school.
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1 infrastructure at the school so they could have 1 1don'tknow. Kindergarten classroom must be
2 Internet access. | believe they may haveit in the 2 number 5 and maybe number 8.
3 lab. 3 Q. It would also bein the front of the
4 The whole school was supposed to have been 4  school?
5 wired. Timewas spent putting in apatch panel in 5 A. Yeah. Becauseyou walk intheyard and
6 theoffice. Wewent and spoke with the district 6 youwalk right into thelibrary. So | don't know
7 about thisin December, it looks like, of '99, 7 why it's on the second row of buildings.
8 December 8, | believe. 8 Q. Do you believe that there's only two rows
9 We spoke with Dr. Montle and were promised 9 of buildings?
10 thenthat the E-Learning or E-RATE, | believe, is 10 A. No. There'sthree.
11 what he called it, would be completed within a 11 Q. But you think that the library should be
12 couple of months. And | don't think that ever 12 where9is?
13 happened. 13 A. Yes.
14 Q. You're not aware whether or not there's 14 Q. Okay.
15 Internet accessin the computer lab? 15 A. And9iswherethelibraryis. | don't
16 MS. WELCH: Asked and answered. 16 know. It'stheir map.
17 THE WITNESS: By virtue of the fact that 17 Q. | can't vouch for it myself.
18 thisparent asked meto, you know, as recently as 18 And have you been in the girls bathrooms
19 two weeks ago about completing this, I'm assuming 19 in4 and 15, the bathrooms that are next to 4 and
20 thatit's not completed. 20 15?
21 BY MR.LA COMBE: 21 A. Yes.
22 Q. Whereit says "the school is supposed to 22 Q. Have you beeninto any other -- any of the
23 have been hired for Internet use last summer,” does 23 other bathrooms of the school ?
24  that refer to summer of '99? 24 A. For students?
25 A. Correct. 25 Q. Yeah
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1 A. There'saso oneinthelibrary, but | 1 A. Would have been early fall of 2000.
2 don't think the studentsreally use that. 2 Q. Do you know how many times total you have
3 Q. Why do you say that? 3 beeninthe bathrooms?
4 A. Becauseit'ssmal. | think it's probably 4 A. Oh, over the years?
5 for the kindergarten when they arein there. And 5 Q. Yes.
6 it doesn'tlook like anybody really usesit. 6 A. No. | could guess. Maybe 20 or so times.
7 Q. Okay. 7 Q. You mentioned there was no toilet paper in
8 A. You asked me about cleaning. | did clean 8 the bathrooms?
9 thebathroomin the cafeteria 9 A. Yes
10 Q. The bathroom and the cafeteria? 10 Q. Isthat true every time you have been in
11 A. No, the bathroom inside of the -- 11 the bathrooms?
12 Q. Sorry. 12 A. No.
13 A. Yes, indde of the cafeteria. 13 Q. How many times has there been no toilet
14 Q. Isthat the building that's |abeled 14 paper?
15 multipurpose room? 15 A. Over theyears, I'd say her 2nd grade
16 A. Correct. 16 year, maybetwice. But then that's all that it
17 Q. Okay. Isthat another set of bathrooms 17 needsto be missing. They kind of get the picture
18 besidesthe ones you've aready named? 18 after thewhile. They need to make sure that, you
19 A. It'sonly onetoilet and it would be for 19 know, thejanitor refillsthe toilet paper. And it
20 staff. 20 happened a couple times when shewasin 3rd grade,
21 Q. It saysW and M right there. Do you 21 | believe, 2nd and 3rd grade.
22 believe that'sincorrect? 22 Q. When you say twice, you mean there's two
23 A. That'sfor staff. 23 timeswhen you noticed there was no toilet paper?
24 Q. Okay. Sothere'san additional -- okay. 24 A. Yes. Yes, two or three times.
25 A. And there'soneinside for the cafeteria, 25 Q. What about her, has there been any times
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1 whoever isworking in the kitchen, | suppose. 1 when she'stold you that there was no toilet paper?
2 Q. Haveyou cleaned any bathrooms other than 2 A. Yes.
3 the cafeteria bathroom? 3 Q. How many times?
4 A. No. 4 A. Oneincident in particular.
5 Q. Why did you clean the cafeteria bathroom? 5 Q. Okay. Isthat the onethat you mentioned
6 A. Wewere having aPTA event in there and 6 inyour declaration?
7 wanted to make sure the students had someplace to 7 A. Yes.
8 go to the bathroom. 8 Q. Any others?
9 Q. When you've been in the bathrooms next to 9 A. No.
10 4 and next to 15, have they been clean? 10 Q. Okay.
11 A. That'srelative. They aredingy. When | 11 A. Kidsdon' tell you everything.
12 wasinthere, there was no toilet paper. | don't 12 Q. That'sfor sure.
13 think there were paper towels in there either. 13 Y ou mentioned there's no paper towels.
14 Q. Do you know if there's a hand blower? 14 How many times out of the 20 times that you werein
15 A. There's no hand blower. 15 the bathrooms were there no paper towels?
16 Q. You said you believe there was no paper 16 A. | guess maybe two, three timesthat |
17 towels. What makes you say that? 17 personally saw that, you know, it was empty.
18 A. Wél, no, when | wasin there, you know, 18 Q. And has Sharifa ever told you that there
19 there were no paper towels. 19 were no paper towels on any occasion?
20 Q. Okay. 20 A. | can't say.
21 A. Whichiswhy | started periodically going 21 Q. Haveyou ever seen paper onthefloor in
22 inthere and seeing if there was toilet paper in, 22 the bathrooms?
23 seeif they had what they needed. 23 A. I don't know. | look at thetoilets and
24 Q. When were you in either of those bathrooms 24  see how clean the seats are, that kind of stuff.
25 lagt? 25 Q. When you say there's no toilet paper, do
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1 you mean there's no toilet paper in any of the 1 A. | don't think they got painted by the PTA.
2 salls? 2 Q. Arethe bathrooms dark?
3 A. Yes. 3 A. They aredingy. Low lighting.
4 Q. Hasthere ever been atime when you've 4 Q. Haveyou ever seen abroken toilet?
5 gone-- yourethinking about it? 5 A. No. Wait aminute. Havel ever seena
6 A. Uh-huh. | don't even know if they had 6 broken toilet where?
7 seat covers. 7 Q. Widll, either of the two Parent bathrooms.
8 Q. You mean the paper seat covers? 8 A. No.
9 A. Uh-huh, yeah. 9 Q. Isthereany --
10 Q. Bver? 10 A. | know, don't ask.
11 A. | don't remember them, which seemsodd. | 11 Q. Haveyou ever noticed any student
12 don't know. 12 vandalismin the bathrooms?
13 Q. Isany one of the bathrooms worse than the 13 A. No.
14 othersasfar as cleanliness goes? 14 Q. Haveyou ever reported to any school
15 A. My primary visits were down in the lower 15 employee alack of bathroom supplies?
16 grade bathroom and | didn't spend alot of time 16 A. Mrs. Stricklin.
17 looking at the upper grade bathrooms, so | can't 17 Q. Anybody else?
18 really compare the two. Mostly | was down there. 18 A. No. She'sthe principal.
19 Q. Do you know how many custodians Parent 19 Q. To your knowledge, did she take any steps
20 has? 20 toimprove the situation?
21 A. Two. Two or three. | don't know what 21 A. Yes, | assume she did because, you know,
22 their hours are, though, if they are full time or 22 on other visits things were taken care of. We used
23 part time, or anything like that. 23 tohavekind of a parent patrol in the bathrooms.
24 Q. Do you know how often the bathrooms are 24 Q. What do you mean by that?
25 cleaned, if at all? 25 A. Therewere afew parentsthat we al make
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1 A. No, | don't know. 1 sure somebody checked the bathrooms.
2 Q. Haveyou ever seen them being cleaned? 2 Q. Thevolunteerswho were at the school ?
3 A. Actually, no. 3 A. Parents. Because our children were so
4 Q. Other than when you've cleaned them? 4 young, and many of uswere dropping them off in the
5 A. You know something? 5 mornings, and we'd kind of go and, "Hey, did you
6 Q. What. 6 check the bathroomstoday?' Thosekind of things.
7 A. Sharifadid make a comment and say that 7 Iltwasinformal.
8 sheliked the school, 74th Street, better because 8 MS. WELCH: It wasn' like a president of
9 the bathrooms were clean. 9 the bathroom committee?
10 Q. Fair enough. 10 THE WITNESS:. No.
11 In the declaration, paragraph 13, you 11 BY MR.LA COMBE:
12 date: "The school bathrooms are in terrible 12 Q. Have you ever seen a bathroom, of the
13 shape." 13 student bathrooms we're talking about comparing,
14 A. Uh-huh. 14 without soap?
15 Q. What do you mean by that? 15 A. | don't know. | don't know.
16 A. Dingy, just looked kind of dirty. And 16 Q. Inyour declaration, paragraph 13, right
17 that could be because of the paint on the walls. 17 after "The school bathroomswere in terrible
18 Youknow, it'sanold schoal. It'sold. It 18 shape," it says" Often, they have no toilet paper.”
19 doesn't look very good, not very nice looking. 19 What do you mean by "often"?
20 At onetime the PTA were trying to have 20 MS. WELCH: Objection. Asked and
21 thebathrooms painted. And so, you know, alittle 21 answered.
22 paint could contribute to the overall picture and 22 THE WITNESS: Wéll, one time without
23 genera opinion about the shape of the bathroom. 23 toilet paper istoo many timesfor me. Two times
24 You know, thetoilets were toilets. 24 without toilet paper istoo many times. And | have
25 Q. Do you know if they ever were painted? 25 been in there on more than two occasions when there
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1 wasnot enough toilet paper. And I've also gotten 1 A. Canl guess?

2 observations from other parents that paper supplies 2 MS. WELCH: | don't think he wants you to

3 were missing from the girls restroom. So one 3 guess, but if you have a --

4 time, in my opinion, when it comesto toilet paper, 4 BY MR.LA COMBE:

5 isoften. 5 Q. Go ahead and tell me.

6 BY MR.LA COMBE: 6 A. A suspicion.

7 Q. Do you know why toilet paper was missing? 7 MS. WELCH: Just clarify what it is that

8 A. No, | don't. 8 youaregiving.

9 Q. Okay. 9 THE WITNESS: Wdll, | know that one of our
10 MS. WELCH: Just to clarify, when you said 10 parents often spends her own money and will do
11 "often," you didn't mean onetime, did you? 11 thingsin the name of the PTA, and that's Beverly
12 THEWITNESS: No. No. 12 Kukyendal. Many times.

13 BY MR.LA COMBE: 13 BY MR. LA COMBE:
14 Q. Let'sgo to the complaint, Paragraph 261. 14 Q. Please describeto me all the way, if any,
15 Itsays: "school toilets often lack toilet paper 15 Sharifa's education has been affected by the
16 and students have urinated or defecated on 16 conditionsin the bathrooms.
17 themselves because they could not access bathrooms | 17 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague, calsfor
18 withtoilet paper." 18 speculation, callsfor expert testimony.
19 | assume that, at least in part, that 19 THE WITNESS: Her education and the
20 refersto your daughter's experience? 20 bathrooms, how it's been affected? | guess| could
21 A. Yes, | would guess so. 21 say asshegoesto school, for whatever reason has
22 Q. Areyou aware of any other students that 22 anunsuccessful trip to the bathroom, hasto go
23 have had that experience? 23 back to the classin whatever condition, she may be
24 A. I'maware of astudent who did not like 24  alittle bit distracted by that. Otherwise,
25 the bathrooms at school to the point where he 25 learning does not normally take place in the
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1 refused to use the bathroom at school and 1 restroom, but it isapart of the process. Just

2 ultimately had some kind of -- well, I'm not a 2 likewearehere. You know, if | couldn't go to

3 doctor or his parent -- bile blockage or something 3 therestroom or if it were in abad condition, we'd

4 because he was holding his stool, you know. He 4 haveavery short meeting here.

5 wouldn't have abowel movement at school. It made 5 BY MR.LA COMBE:

6 himsick. Hedidn' like the bathrooms there. 6 Q. What do you think the school should do to

7 Q. Areyou aware of any other such situation? 7 improve the bathrooms?

8 A. I've heard other parents say their kids 8 A. Just clean them up. Make sure that they

9 didn' like to use them, but none as severe as that 9 aremaintained, cleaned regularly, stocked with
10 one. Thischild's parent isateacher at the 10 paper towels and toilet paper.

11 schoal. 11 Q. When you complained to Mrs. Stricklin

12 Q. It goesonto say: 12 before about the conditions of the bathroom, was
13 "Parents have spent hundreds of dollars 13 that specific to toilet paper or anything else?

14 of their own money to purchase toilet 14 A. Oh, yes, thetoilet paper because of

15 paper for the bathrooms" -- 15 Sharifas situation with her having an accident

16 A. Yes. 16 surrounding that, and because I'd gonein there and
17 Q. - ineffortsto rectify the lack." 17 seenthat there'stoilet paper missing. | asked

18 Isthat referring to the PTA monies? 18 her explicitly to make sure that the janitors, the
19 A. Actualy, no. That'swhy it says"parents 19 custodians, go and check and make sure that the
20 have spent their own money. But the parent would 20 suppliesareinthere on adaily basis.

21  also happen to be a member of the PTA. 21 How hard isthat? Sorry.

22 Q. Okay. Who wasthat? 22 Q. What do you think the district should do
23 A. Doesn't say here. Do you want meto 23 toimprovethe quality of the bathroom conditions,
24 guess? 24 if anything?

25 Q. Sure. 25 A. Wéll, they could set apolicy that their
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1 administrators make sure that they take care of 1 Q. I'msorry.
2 their campuses and include the restroomsin 2 A. That's okay.
3 whatever patrols are done on campus. 3 Q. Let'stalk about textbooks. In
4 Q. What about the state. 4 paragraph 4 of your declaration you state:
5 A. The state can make sure that the district 5 "My daughter has no books to bring home
6 hasthetooals, the funding that they need, and the 6 from school for homework. She hasto use
7 guidanceto implement things likethis. The state 7 Xerox copies her teacher gives her for
8 saspolicy, they set curriculum, they set 8 her homework."
9 dandards. Maybe they ought, because of these 9 | believe you already established that the
10 problems, maybe they should have a standard that 10 school now alows books to come home, isthat
11 includes bathrooms. 11 correct?
12 Q. Anything else? 12 MS. WELCH: Objection. Mischaracterizes
13 MS. WELCH: Objection. Callsfor expert 13 her testimony.
14 testimony, callsfor speculation. 14 THE WITNESS: That'strue. When she got
15 THE WITNESS: Anything in regards to what? 15 to forth grade, she then had books that she could
16 BY MR.LA COMBE: 16 take home.
17 Q. That the state should do to improve 17 BY MR.LA COMBE:
18 conditionsin the bathrooms? 18 Q. Besides Sharifasfirst, 2nd and 3rd grade
19 A. Besidesthat this should be so and make it 19 classes, are you aware of any other classes where
20 s0? 20 studentswere not able to take books home?
21 Q. Yeah. 21 A. Yes. Other parents complained about -- in
22 A. Maybe they could appoint state bathroom 22 fact, in addition to the parents saying that their
23 monitors, you know. Y ou know, we have had parents | 23 kidsdidn't bring books home, parents complained
24  call the health department on them to the school 24  that their children brought home books that were
25 about the bathrooms. 25 old, moldy, you know, pretty torn up, books that
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1 Q. You've heard of parents calling the health 1 had been kind of hand-me-down from other schools
2 department? 2 werecomplaints| heard.
3 A. Yes, | have. 3 The reason that was given to me asto why
4 Q. On how many occasions? 4 they didn't bring books home were there weren't
5 A. | believetwice. 5 enough books.
6 Q. What happened? 6 Q. Who told you there weren't enough
7 A. | believe that -- that they received a 7 textbooks?
8 vidtor call from the health department. 8 A. | can't say now. | don't know.
9 Q. Okay. When you say believe, what makes 9 Q. Could it have been Mrs. Stricklin?
10 you believe that they received avisit from the 10 A. No. It could have been ateacher, though.
11 hedth department? 11 Q. Did Miss Stricklin ever explain to you why
12 A. The statements from the parent that said 12 they could not take books homein certain classes?
13 shemadethecdl. 13 A. No, | can't say that she did.
14 Q. Who wasthat? 14 Q. Prior to the 200-2001 school year, are you
15 A. Gerad Riberio. 15 aware of any classes where the students could take
16 Q. Any other parents that you know of that 16 the books home for homework?
17 caled the hedth department? 17 A. At Parent? Actually, no.
18 A. No. 18 Q. Areyou aware of any reasons other than
19 Q. How many occasions? Y ou said twice? 19 there not being enough textbooks for why the
20 A. Yes. 20 studentswere not allowed to take books homein
21 Q. Do you know specifically what he 21 certain classes?
22 complained to the health department about? 22 A. No.
23 A. No. And Gerald Riberio isawoman. 23 Q. Do you know why school policy changed to
24 Q. Awhat? 24  dlow studentsto take home books?
25 A. A woman. 25 MS. WELCH: Objection. Mischaracterizes
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1 her testimony. 1 kind of ahindrance.

2 - THEWITNESS: Right, because -- 2 Q. Okay. The complaint, paragraph 259, line

3 MS. WELCH: Calsfor speculation. 3 7 states:

4 THE WITNESS: | can't say that it was 4 "7th and 8th grade students do not have

5 school policy -- 5 science textbooks to usein class or to

6 BY MR.LA COMBE: 6 take home."

7 Q. Okay. 7 Do you know if that's still the case?

8 A. -- asto why they didn't bring home books. 8 A. | don't know. | hope naot.

9 Q. Do you know why there was a change in the 9 Q. Do you believe it wastrue at the time of
10 ability for your daughter to take home books? 10 the complaint that the 7th and 8th grade students
11 A. Probably the fact that they had more 11 didn't have science books?

12 books, there were enough booksfor al of the 12 A. Yes.

13 studentsin the classroom. 13 Q. Do you know why they didn't have science

14 Q. You say that Sharifatook home Xerox 14 books?

15 copies? 15 A. No.

16 A. Correct. 16 Q. Do you know if they used materials other

17 Q. Could you describe those homework packets 17 than textbooksto learn sciencein 7th and 8th

18 for me? 18 grades?

19 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague asto time. 19 A. | think they were using a teacher's guide

20 THE WITNESS: Any time during the school ? 20 or book. They were making Xerox copies of that

21 BY MR.LA COMBE: 21 material. | think the teacher might have had like

22 Q. 3rd grade, | guess. 22 one copy of thisbook.

23 A. Math assignments. | don't know what else, 23 Q. What makes you think that?

24  but | do remember particularly math. 24 A. Because this came out of the book study

25 Q. Do you recall that any of the packets were 25 that the strategic planning committee conducted,
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1 incomplete? 1 andthiswasthe report that | heard from that

2 A. What do you mean incomplete? 2 study.

3 Q. Was she ableto understand or finish her 3 Q. Beside that textbook study, do you have

4 homework based upon the materialsthat she had? 4 any other basisfor knowing the materials that are

5 A. Wéll, if she had questions about her 5 being used to teach 7th and 8th grade science?

6 homework, most of the time we could help her just 6 A. No.

7 based upon general knowledge. Thereweretimes|'d 7 Q. What are your minimum expectations

8 haveto ask the teacher what took place or how we 8 regarding textbooks at school ?

9 gottosomethings. | guessthat did happen a 9 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague.

10 coupletimeswhere we didn't know kind of what was | 10 THE WITNESS: What do you mean what are my
11 goingon, and | had no way to look back to see what 11  minimum expectations?

12 led up to the point where, you know, the Xerox 12 BY MR. LA COMBE:

13 page. 13 Q. Okay. Asto the quality, condition, age

14 Q. Do you remember what you did when youwere | 14 of textbooks.

15 under those circumstances? 15 A. | think that textbooks should bein --

16 A. Asked theteacher. 16 first of dl, every student should have atextbook.
17 Q. Did the teacher explain it to you? 17 Q. Okay.

18 A. Yes. 18 A. Okay. They should bein good order, you
19 Q. Do you believe the inability to take books 19 know, not torn, missing pages. And they should be
20 home interfered with Sharifa'sinability to learn? 20 current according to, | guess, what would be maybe
21 A. Yes. 21 considered standard teaching standards. If the

22 Q. How s0? 22 digtrict has a seven year or the state has a

23 A. Wél, if you have got homework, and you 23 seven-year book adoption cycle, then the books

24 haveaquestion onit, aquestion that can't be 24 should fall within that range.

25 answered by the material that you have, then that's 25 And if it'sascience book, | think seven
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1 yearsisabit of agtretch. Things change very 1 during the 1999-2000 school year."
2 rapidly and students should be learning current 2 A. Yes.
3 material when it comesto science and technology. 3 Q. Isthat the class you were referring to?
4 Okay? 4 A. Yes.
5 Q. Okay. To your knowledge, are there any 5 Q. Do you know if that library has bathrooms
6 textbooksissued at Parent that are not in good 6 attachedtoit?
7 order? 7 A. Thereisasingletoilet on the side of
8 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague. 8 thelibrary.
9 THE WITNESS: Y ou mean today? 9 Q. A unisex toilet?
10 BY MR.LA COMBE: 10 A. It'sasingletoilet. Okay. Yes, both
11 Q. Yes. 11 sexescanuseit.
12 A. Today | don't know. 12 Q. There'snot one for each gender?
13 Q. Okay . 13 A. No. Yes--no.
14 A. When we made our initial complaints, there 14 Q. Isthelibrary about the same size asthe
15 were parents complaining about textbooks being 15 kindergarten classroom?
16 moldy, old, torn. That'swhat led meto go look at 16 A. | believe thelibrary islarger than the
17 thebooksin my daughter's class. 17 kindergarten classroom.
18 Q. Let'stak about last year when you said 18 Q. Where onthe map isthelibrary relative
19 that new textbooks were purchased. 19 tothekindergarten?
20 A. Uh-huh. 20 A. Weéll, according to my recollection, the
21 Q. Areyou aware of new textbooks that have 21 library would be number 9 and the kindergarten
22 beenissued that are not in good order? 22 classwould be number 8 and also number 5.
23 A. No. 23 Q. What do you mean "and also number 5"?
24 Q. Areyou aware of any that are torn? 24 A. There were two kindergarten classes at one
25 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague. 25 time.
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1 THE WITNESS:. From thefall 2000? 1 Q. Atonetime?
2 BY MR.LA COMBE: 2 A. Yes
3 Q. Yeah. 3 Q. Did you ever go into the library when a
4 A. No, not in Sharifa's classroom. 4 kindergarten classwasin session?
5 Q. Any with missing pages? 5 A. No.
6 A. Not in Sharifas classroom. They are new 6 Q. Haveyou ever talked to anybody who has?
7 books. 7 A. Yes.
8 Q. And all the textbooks in her classroom 8 Q. Who wasthat?
9 werecurrent? 9 A. AngelaMonte.
10 A. Yes, they were -- they were al new books. 10 Q. Did shetell you anythi ng about the
11 Q. And every student had one? 11 conditionsin that classroom, in the classroom in
12 A. | believe so. 12 thelibrary, inthelibrary where the class was
13 Q. Areyou aware of any classesthat are 13 being held.
14 current being held in nonclassroom facilities? 14 A. No, other than the fact that the class was
15 A. No, not today. | don't know. 15 being hed inthelibrary.
16 Q. Okay. Areyou aware of any in the past? 16 Q. Do you know if the students had seatsin
17 A. Yes. 17 thelibrary?
18 Q. Which were those? 18 A. | don't know.
19 A. Kindergarten class. 19 Q. Do you know if there were any kids who
20 Q. Any others? 20 weren't inthat class who were using the library at
21 A. No. 21 the sametime asthe classwasin session?
22 Q. Okay. Inthe complaint, paragraph 262, it 22 A. Dol know if there were any childrenin
23 discusses: 23 classthat were using the library at the same time
24 24  that the classwasin session?
25 "A kindergarten class met in the library 25 MS. WELCH: It'savague question.
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1 THE WITNESS: Sure, | cansay | heard 1 student. Sheisagood citizen.
2 reportsof that. 2 Q. What made you decideto get involved in
3 BY MR. LA COMBE: 3 thislawsuit?
4 Q. From? 4 A. Having been working with this school for a
5 A. From other parents. 5 couple of years before thiscame up. It'sfunny, |
6 | have a correction. 6 wasactualy talking with somebody at work, you
7 Q. What'sthat? 7 know, about the schools and the things that we were
8 A. Earlier, | said the parent's name was 8 doaing.
9 BarbaraRowe. Thelast nameisVaughn, 9 And thislady said, "WEell, gee, you know,
10 V-au-g-h-n. Shewasaparent that, | think, 10 you realy need to get, you know, more people
11 volunteered in Debbie Burke's class. 11 involved and take thisto abigger level."
12 Q. Were these half-day kindergarten classes? 12 And, you know, | don't know when that
13 A. Yes. | believethree hours, threeand a 13 conversation was relative to when | heard about the
14 half hours. 14 lawsuit, but | was driving home one day and | heard
15 Q. You believe the class occupied the library 15 it ontheradio, and they -- the lawsuit was
16 for about three hours? 16 complaining about all the things that -- that we
17 A. 1 don't know how long they werein there. 17 had concerns about at our school: The textbooks,
18 Q. Do you know if the school usesthe 18 theteaching staff, some of our facilities. It was
19 librariesfor Stanford 9 testing? 19 just amazing. So it wasjust something meant to
20 A. | don't know. 20 be.
21 Q. Areyou aware of any classes taking place 21 Q. Okay.
22 inthelibrary since the 99-2000 school year? 22 A. | thought -- the reason | joined this
23 A. Wdl, no, school hadn't started. Well, it 23 lawsuit, too, is| really think that it's something
24 would be 2000-2001. Yeah, | don't know. 24 that's going to help all the children in the state
25 Q. What do you think are the good qualities 25 of Cdifornia. Thisisgoing to help our society,
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1 about Parents Schoal, if any? 1 okay.
2 MS. WELCH: Vague. 2 Y ou don't want people taking care of you
3 THE WITNESS: It's aneighborhood school. 3 that areill prepared when you're in your elderly
4 My children could walk to it. It'sgot agood 4 yearsor even later inlife, even now. If you have
5 parent support base. There are some good teachers 5 peoplethat are not educated, they are not going
6 there 6 to-- they are going to have limited ability to
7 BY MR.LA COMBE: 7 hedpyou. And that's whether you're going to get
8 Q. Anything else? 8 your lunch, whether it's -- you're going to the
9 A. Location, location, location. No. 9 restroom and you need somebody to clean it, or
10 Q. Now what we've talked about today, are 10 somebody to work on your staff. People need to be
11 theseall thefacts, to your knowledge, that have 11 prepared for whatever they do. And if the schools
12 hurt Sharifa's educational experience at parent? 12 dontdoit, wereintrouble.
13 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague, callsfor 13 Q. The person that you talked to at work, was
14 speculation, lacks foundation, calls for expert 14 that someone who has -- does that person have a
15 tegtimony. 15 child at Parent?
16 THE WITNESS: The things that we talked 16 A. No, shedoesn't. Shewas ateacher.
17 about in here, thingsthat have hurt her education? 17 Q. Shewasateacher?
18 BY MR.LA COMBE: 18 A. Yes
19 Q. Uh-huh. 19 Q. At Parent?
20 A. Yes, these things have hindered her. 20 A. No.
21 Q. Anything else besides what we have 21 Q. And what radio program were you listening
22 discussed? 22 towhen you heard about the suit?
23 A. No. 23 A. | don't know. The program, the station
24 Q. Okay. 24 wasKPFK.
25 A. Shegets help from home. She'sagood 25 Q. Do you remember what the radio said about
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1 thesuit? 1 attorneysasrepresenting you in the lawsuit at the
2 A. That alawsuit had been filed against the 2 time of the meeting?
3 sate of Californiaaleging that the state is not 3 A. At thefirst meeting?
4 taking care of itsresponsibility in the school. 4 Q. Uh-huh. No. Wewerejust discussing what
5 Q. How did you go about getting yourself 5 wasgoing on at our school.
6 involved inthe suit? 6 MR. LA COMBE: 1 think she can answer the
7 A. | caled an 800 number. 7 question.
8 Q. Where did you get the 800 number? 8 MS. WELCH: | wasn't sure which meeting
9 A. From theradio. 9 you were talking about. Y ou know the point at
10 Q. Do you remember who you talked to on the 10 which an attorney-client relationship was formed,
11 800 number? 11 you cantalk about conversations that occurred
12 A. Itwasarecording. | justlefta 12 beforethat point but not after.
13 message. 13 BY MR. LA COMBE:
14 Q. Okay. Did someone contact you after that? 14 Q. Go ahead.
15 A. Yes. 15 | won't go any further than this one
16 Q. Who wasthat? 16 meeting.
17 A. Youknow, I'm not quite sure who it was 17 A. You said what was discussed?
18 initially. 18 Q. Yeah.
19 Q. Do you know if it's someone fromthe ACLU? | 19 A. They just asked what was our experience.
20 A. Oh, yes, it was. 20 And | gave them this documentation and, you know,
21 Q. Wasthat an ACLU number that you called, 21 told themthingsthat | basically said in my
22 if you know? 22  declaration.
23 A. It was 800, something like CAL ED. And | 23 Q. Did you discuss drafting a declaration at
24 don't know if that's enough numbers, but -- 24  that point?
25 Q. Did you discussjoining the suit with 25 A. I'mnot sure. I'm not sure.
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1 anybody else before you called the phone number? 1 Q. When did you decideto finally join the
2 A. No. 2 lawsuit?
3 Q. And did you have any contact with 3 A. | guess!'ll probably say redly that day
4 atorneysin this case between the initial phone 4  at that meeting.
5 call and return from the 800 humber and the press 5 Q. Did they tell you anything about the
6 conference? 6 lawsuit, the attorneys?
7 A. Between theinitia phone call and the 7 A. Well, yeah, I'm sure they told us, you
8 press conference? 8 know, what it was about.
9 Q. Uh-huh. 9 Q. Do you remember what they said?
10 A. Wdl, yes. Yes, | met with someone from 10 A. Wéll, the lawsuit was againgt the state of
11 the ACLU. They taked to us, you know, talked to 11 Cdliforniabecause of their lack of taking care of
12 meabout this, to see what we had to say. 12 the school and fulfilling their responsibility to
13 Q. Okay. Thiswasin person? 13 take care of the schooal, to provide textbooks for
14 A. Yes. 14 the students, the fact that some schools had
15 Q. Okay. Andwho else was at the meeting? 15 delapidated facilities. And they were hoping to
16 A. Two law students, a couple other parents. 16 get those things corrected.
17 Q. Which parents? 17 Q. Anything else?
18 A. Beverly Kukyendall and Marie Gray. 18 A. Not that | can recall right now.
19 Q. What did you discuss at that meeting? 19 Q. Do you recall the names of the attorneys?
20 MS. WELCH: I'm going to object at this 20 A. That | met with?
21 point to the extent it calls for attorney-client 21 Q. Uh-huh.
22 communication and instruct the witness not to 22 A. Catherine Lehman, who was the attorney,
23 answer. 23 and then there were two --
24 BY MR. LA COMBE: 24 Q. Two students?
25 Q. Okay. Had you already taken on the 25 A. Interns, | think.
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1 MR. LA COMBE: Why don't we take a brief 1 MR. LA COMBE: Let'sdo the stipulation so
2 break. I'll look over my outline and make sure I'm 2 wecan go home.
3 good. 3 MS. WELCH: Okay.
4 MS. WELCH: Okay. 4 MR. LA COMBE: May we gtipulate that
5 (Recess)) 5 copies of the document attached to the deposition
6 BY MR.LA COMBE: 6 may be used as originals?
7 Q. You mentioned earlier that some of the 7 MS. WELCH: Yes.
8 parentstold you that some of the books are moldy? 8 MR. LA COMBE: May we gtipulate that the
9 A. Yes. 9 original of this deposition be signed under penalty
10 Q. Have you ever seen amoldy textbook? 10 of perjury; that the original be delivered to the
11 MS. WELCH: Objection. Vague. 11 office of LeeciaWelch at Morrison & Foerster?
12 THE WITNESS: | have not seen amoldy 12 MS. WELCH: Yes.
13 textbook there at Parent. 13 MR. LA COMBE: That the reporter is
14 BY MR.LA COMBE: 14 relieved of liability for the original of the
15 Q. Allright. That'smy question. It was 15 deposition; that the witness will have 15 days from
16 great, wasn't it? 16 the date of the court reporter's transmittal letter
17 Let'sdo the stipulations. 17 toreview and correct the deposition -- to sign and
18 MS. WELCH: | just have one follow-up 18 correct the deposition; that Leecia Welch should
19 question. 19 notify al partiesin writing of any changesin the
20 20 deposition and what they are, if thereare any. If
21 EXAMINATION 21 there are no such changes communicated or signature
22 22 within that time, any unsigned or uncorrected copy
23 BY MS WELCH: 23  may be used for all purposesasif signed and
24 Q. MissMcCauley, isthere anything you'd 24 corrected.
25 liketo add to your testimony today? 25 MS. WELCH: Yes.
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1 A. Yes. That | would like for the state to 1 MR. LA COMBE: Great. Let'sgo off.
2 help the schools, the public schoolsin California 2 (Off the record discussion.)
3 toimprove, to give them the materials, the 3 MS. WELCH: You are not doing expedited?
4 funding, the facilities that they need in order to 4 MR. LA COMBE: No.
5 instruct the students. 5 THE REPORTER: Did you need acopy?
6 | would like for the tax dollarsthat | 6 MS. WELCH: Yes.
7 pay to help fund the schools. | livein an area 7 THE REPORTER: Do you take ASCII and
8 that does not qualify for Title 1 funding or other 8 Min-U-Script?
9 gpecia categories of funding, but our school is 9 MS. WELCH: Yes, please.
10 lackinginalot of things. 10 THE REPORTER: Did you need arough draft?
11 You can seeinmy letters | keep asking 11 MS. WELCH: No, don't need it.
12 about funding. I've asked for audits of the 12 (The deposition concluded at 3:15 P.M.)
13 school, which have not been granted. Because the 13
14 principal has said there'slack of funding, that 14
15 thereasonthey don't have things is because of 15
16 funding. 16
17 Weéll, | cantell you that's not because my 17
18 family and my neighbors are not paying their taxes. 18
19 Okay. They are getting the tax money in and | 19
20 don't know whereit'sgoing. But something needs 20
21 to bedoneto make sure that the schools have the 21
22 thingsthat they need so that they can educate the 22
23 students. Okay? 23
24 MR. LA COMBE: Okay. 24
25 THE WITNESS: Sore point. 25
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DECLARATION

| hereby declare | am the deponent in the
within matter; that |1 have read the foregoing
deposition and know the contents thereof, and |
declare that the same is true of my knowledge,
except as to the matters which are therein stated
upon my information or belief, and as to those
matters, | believeit to be true.

| declare under the penalties of perjury
of the State of Californiathat the foregoingis
true and correct.

Executed on the day of
, 2001.
, Cdifornia.
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I, ASHALA TYLOR, aCertified Shorthand
Reporter for the State of California, do hereby
certify:

That prior to being examined, the witness
named in the foregoing deposition, was by me duly
sworn to testify as to the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth pursuant to
Section No. 2093 of the Code of Civil Procedure;

That said deposition was taken before me
a the time and place therein set forth, and was
taken down by me in shorthand and thereafter
reduced to typewriting via computer-aided
transcription under my direction;

| further certify that | am neither
counsel for, nor related to, any party to said
action, nor in anywise interested in the outcome
thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
subscribed my name this 19th day of
SEPTEMBER, 2001.

ASHALA TYLOR
CSR No. 2436, RPR, CRR
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