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) APPEARANCES: 1 Menlo Park, California, Monday, June 18, 2001
3 For Plaintiffs: 2 9:59 a.m. - 5:03 p.m.
4 MORRISON & FOERSTER LLP
BY: MICHAEL A. JACOBS 3
5 and LEECIA WELCH
Attormeys at Law 4 . MARY SEIERSEN, .
6 425 Market Street 5 having been first duly sworn, was examined and
San Francisco, California 94105-2482 .
7 415-268-7415 6 testified as follows:
8
For Defendant State of California: 7
9 XAM TI
OMELVENY & MYERS LLP 8 E INATION
10 BY: VANESSA KOURY 9
Attorney at Law .
" 400 South Hope Street 10 BY MS. KOURY.. . . .
" o j;‘gj;%ocahfma 90071-2899 11 Q Good morning, Miss Seiersen. My name is
13 12 Vanessa Koury, and I'm an attorney representing the
For Defendants Delaine Eastin, State Superintendent of : il ca 13t :
14 Public Instruction; State Department of Education; State 13 State of California in this litigation.
g Doard of Education: 14 Would you please state and spell your full name
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 15 and your address for the record?
16 MARGARITA ALTAMIRANO, DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL . . . .
1300 1 Street 16 A Mary Seiersen. Seiersen is S, as in Sam
17 Suite 1101 PRSP
Sacramento, California 94244-2550 17 ed-ers-e 11, and my hom
: g (916) 323-8638 18
For the Deponent: 19 Q Have you ever had your deposition taken before?
20 .
SAN MATEO COUNTY COUNSEL 20 A Uh-huh, ¥yes, I did.
21 BY: LISA SOTO HERNANDEZ, DEPUTY COUNTY COUNSEL 21 Q How many times?
400 County Center
2 th Floor 22 A Once.
Hall of Justice & Records 9
2 Redwood City, California 94063 23 Q Do you remember when that was?
650-363-4989 24 A It was about two years ago.
24 e
2 25 Q Do you remember what type of litigation it was?
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1 A Itwasalawsuit. 1 methelength of thetablein my living room, you
2 Q Do you remember what the lawsuit was regarding? 2 wouldn't be able to give me an estimate, you'd have to
3 A Yeah, it was personal. 3 guess. Isthat clear?
4 Q Although you've had your deposition taken 4 A Yes
5 Dbefore, let me briefly explain to you what -- I'm going 5 Q Because your testimony will be given under
6 toask aseriesof questionstoday to determine the 6 oath, it will have the same force and effect asif you
7 factsrelating to this matter, Williams versus the State 7 weretestifying inacourt of law. In other words,
8 of Cdifornia. 8 you're subject to all the penalties of perjury for
9 The court reporter here will be recording my 9 giving falsetestimony. Do you understand that?
10 questions and your answers which will then be 10 A Yes
11 transcribed into a booklet for your review and 11 Q If you need abreak for any reason, please let
12 ggnature. When you receive the booklet, you can make 12 meknow, and we'll instruct the court reporter that
13 changesthat you feel are necessary. However, the 13 we're going off therecord to take abreak. If there's
14 variouslawyersin this case will be free to comment on 14 aquestion pending, | will ask you to finish answering
15 any of the changesat tria or at any other hearing or 15 thequestion, and then we'll take abreak. Isthat
16 proceeding inthiscase. Do you understand that? 16 okay?
17 A Yes 17 A Yes
18 Q Soagain, it'simportant that you respond to 18 Q If a any point during today's deposition a
19 those questions asfully and fairly as you possibly can. 19 quedtion | ask or an answer that you have given triggers
20 Do you understand that? 20 your memory concerning something we talked about earlier
21 A Yes 21 inthedeposition, please let me know that information
22 Q When you answer my questions, it's important 22 sowecan get it ontherecord. If you don't, I will
23 that you verbalize your answers because the court 23 assume that the answers you give today are full and
24 reporter can't record nods or shakes of the head. Do 24 complete.
25 you understand that? 25 Do you understand these ground rules?
Page 7 Page 9
1 A Yes, I'll try to remember that. 1 A Yes
2 Q It'sdso very hard for the court reporter to 2 Q Do you have any questions?
3 get aclear record of al the testimony when there's 3 A No.
4 more than one person speaking at atime, so if you'll 4 Q Isthere any reason that you may not be able to
5 dlow meto finish my questions before you begin to 5 testify and give your best testimony today?
6 answer, I, inturn, will alow you to finish your answer 6 A No.
7 beforel ask afollow-up question. Isthat okay? 7 Q Haveyou recently consumed any medication?
8 A Sure. Uh-huh. 8 A Medication such as?
9 Q If a any time you don't understand one of my 9 Q Anything -- any substance that would cloud your
10 questions, please let me know by saying that you don't 10 mind or interfere with your ability to answer these
11 understand, and | will attempt to rephrase the question | 11 questions?
12 sothat you do understand it. | will assume that you 12 A No.
13 understand the questions that | ask unless you tell me 13 Q Have you consumed any acohol ?
14 otherwise. Isthat okay? 14 A No.
15 A Yes 15 Q Do you suffer from any disability of any kind
16 Q You'rerequired to answer my questionsto the 16 that would interfere with your ability to answer these
17 best of your ability. In other words, | am entitled to 17 questions?
18 your best estimate, but | don't want you to guess. Do 18 A No.
19 you understand the difference, or would you like an 19 Q Wheredo you live?
20 example? 20 A Monterey.
21 A Givemean example. 21 Q Could you describe for me your educational
22 Q If | asked to estimate the length of thistable 22 background?
23 hereinthis conference room, you could give me an 23 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: Let mejust state something.
24  edtimate, because you can see the table and you have 24 Any time one of the attorneys objects during
25 factsto basethat etimate on. If | asked you to tell 25 questioning, can you aso include mein that objection?
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Thank you.
BY MS. KOURY:

Q My question was, if you could describe your
educational background.

A | have abachelor's degree in education and a
master's degree in educational psychology. | have an
elementary teaching credentia, K-8, and | have a
Caiforniaadministrative credential, K-12.

Q Your BA in education, where did you receive
your bachelor's degree?

A Long Beach State. | think it's called
Cdlifornia State at Long Beach now. It was Ca State
when | went there.

Q What year did you receive your bachelor's?

A 1957.

Q Wheredid you receive your master'sin
educational psychology from?

A United States International University. It was
extension courses out of San Diego.

Q When did you receive your master's?

A Oh, gee, want meto give you an estimate? I'm
not sure of the year. It would have been sometime
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A Well, asadte adminigtrator, I'm responsible
for the students safety and their education and for
hiring staff and maintaining standards with staff.
Anything that hasto do with the siteis ultimately my
responsibility.

Q Areyou responsible for insuring that the
students have textbooks and instructional materials?

A Yes

Q Areyou responsible for insuring that the
bathroom facilities are adequately maintained?

A Yes

Q Areyou responsible for insuring that the
facilities on campus are kept clean?

A Yes

Q Areyou responsible for assuring that
facilities are repaired when necessary?

A Yes

Q What do you mean when you say "site
administrator"?

A The--theMcNair site. Sowerefertoa
school as asite rather than, for instance, adistrict
position. I'm asite administrator.

23 around 1990. | don't know the exact year. I'd haveto | 23 Q Sowhenyou state "site administrator,” that's
24 look it up. 24 just another way of saying principal ?
25 Q Your elementary credential, K through 8, when | 25 A Yes. Another way of saying principal. | was
Page 11 Page 13
1 didyou receivethat? 1 &t onetimedirector of curriculum and staff development
2 A Oh, that wasin 1957 also. 2 inmy other district. That's not a site administrator,
3 Q Isthat aclear credentia? 3 that'sadistrict administrator. In education we tend
4 A Yes 4 tosay Site administrator, so that's responsible for a
5 Q Soit'sill effective? 5 particular site.
6 A | havealife credentia, that's how long I've 6 Q Do you know who the principal at Edison-McNair
7 hadit. Infact, they don't give those anymore. My 7 wasprior to you?
8 adminigtrative credential isaso alife credential. 8 A Hisname was Bob Morgenstein.
9 Q Andwhen did you receive that? 9 Q Do you know how long Bob Morgenstein was
10 A Theadministrative credential would have 10 principa at Edison-McNair?
11 been-- wdl, | becameaprincipal in 1977, so | think 11 A No, | redly dont.
12 itwas'76. It wasright preceding that time. 12 Q Do you know who was principa before he was
13 Q Isthat aso alifetime credential? 13 principal?
14 A Yes 14 A No.
15 Q Arethere any other teaching credential s that 15 Q Who'svice principal at Edison-McNair
16 you have? 16 currently?
17 A No. 17 A We havewhat we call an academy director, which
18 Q Your current job titleis principal ? 18 isEdison'stermfor vice principal. Hisnameis Phil
19 A Principd, yes. 19 DiGirolamo. Would you like me to spell that?
20 Q When did you start working as a principal at 20 Q I'msurethe court reporter would.
21 Edison-McNair? 21 A Yesh, | haveto stop and think. It's capital
22 A August 1st of thislast year, so August 1st, 22 D+, capital G-i-r-o-l-a-m-o.
23 2000. 23 Q Do you know how long he's been vice principal ?
24 Q Could you generally describe to me your 24 A He came probably a month after | did, probably
25 responsibilities as principal of Edison-McNair? 25 around thefirst of September.
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1 Q Wasthere an acting vice principal before he 1 Q Wasthere a subsequent one?
2 came? 2 A Yes. Then it became director of curriculum and
3 A No. Therewasalead teacher that would be 3 daff development. And the superintendent gave me the
4 responsible when | was gone, but | didn't have an 4 opportunity to, for four yearsthat | did that, to also
5 academy director at that time. 5 beasdte administrator.
6 Q Did that lead teacher take on some of the 6 Q When you say "ste administrator"?
7 dutiesthat the vice principa would have had? 7 A Principal.
8 A Not redly, because | wasthere every day. 8 Q How long were you the director of staff?
9 Q Do you know who was vice principal before -- 9 A | waswith the district office, | think it was
10 A No, | don't. They had somebody, but | don't 10 about nine years, and part of that time was also
11  know who it was. 11 principaling.
12 Q When did you begin work for Ravenswood City | 12 Q You were principal for nine years?
13 Elementary School District? 13 A Yes
14 A | don't work for Ravenswood City Elementary 14 Q And then you worked for the district for
15 School District. | work for Edison Schools. 15 another nine years?
16 Q Haveyou ever worked for Ravenswood City 16 A Yes
17 Elementary? 17 Q And that subsequent nine years includes three
18 A No. 18 vyearsof being aprincipa?
19 Q How long have you been working for Edison? 19 A Four, probably.
20 A Sincethefirst of August. 20 Q Okay. Soyouworked as adirector of staff --
21 Q Soyour first position there was as principal ? 21 A | know it's confusing, but the curriculum
22 A Yes. 22 offices were on the site of the school, and it was a
23 Q Where were you working prior to workingwith | 23 small school. And as superintendents would like to do,
24 Edison? 24 that was convenient, since | was there, to also
25 A Sdlinas City Elementary School District in 25 principa that small school, so they overlapped.
Page 15 Page 17
1 Monterey County. Salinas City Elementary School 1 Q So were you simultaneoudly working for the
2 Didrrict. 2 didrict?
3 Q How long were you there? 3 A Yes
4 A Twenty-seven years. 4 Q What were your duties as director of staff?
5 Q What position did you have before you took on 5 A Staff development?
6 your position at Edison? 6 Q Staff development.
7 A Immediately before | took it on? 7 A To seethat staff development was provided
8 Q Correct. 8 for -- mainly for teachers, but also for administrators,
9 A | wasprincipal at El Gabilan School in Salinas 9 and--
10 City. 10 Q How would you do that?
11 Q What was that? 11 A Waél, under the guidance of the superintendent,
12 A El Gahilan, Capital E-l, Capital G-a-b-i-I-an. 12 it would be determined, you know, what they felt
13 Q How long were you principal there? 13 teachersneeded. Otherwise, what isit we need to know
14 A | wasprincipa there acouple of times over 14 now and those kinds of things. And then | would either
15 theyears. Let's see, altogether -- that was my first 15 find peopleinthe digtrict or people throughout the
16 principaship, and | wasthere for nine years and then | 16 State of Californiawho had the expertise to provide
17 wentinto district work. And let's see, then when | 17 that staff development.
18 came back there would have been probably three more | 18 Q Wasthat in terms of training for the teachers?
19 years. So atogether 12 years on that site. 19 A Yes
20 Q Youwere principal for nine years and then you 20 Q Also mentoring?
21 took onadistrict position? 21 A Yes and | aso supervised the mentors. The
22 A Uh-huh. 22 State of California has a program for mentor teachers,
23 Q What was your district position? 23 0| supervised them also.
24 A Thefirst district position was director of 24 Q Did you supervise that only at the school
25 saff development. 25 dte--I'msorry, district site?
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1 A No, the mentor teachers, | think -- oh, when we 1 Web and see Edison Schools, their designis-- includes
2 got aslarge aswe could, there was about 18 of them, 2 gpecias, what we call specias. Specia teachersin --
3 and so they met with me and they developed curriculum 3 wehave physical education. We happen to have two art
4 and they mentored teachers and so forth. So it was 4 teachersthisyear. Next year well have art and music.
5 under my role as director of staff development. 5 Wehaveadramateacher. We have two world language
6 Q Wereyou dsoinvolved in hiring practices at 6 teachers. Oneof themis, in addition to the basic
7 thedistrict when you were the director of staff 7 English language support that's given, they give more.
8 development? 8 And then the other one teaches Spanish to the English
9 A Theonly hiring | would have been involved in 9 gpeakers. So Edisonisagreat believer inaredly
10 inthat role would have been sitting with the committee 10 complete education. So many of the districts now,
11 of teachersthat selected the mentor teachers. | didn't 11 because of the scores and the pressure of score
12 vote or, you know, choose, but | organized the 12 percentages, do reading, writing and arithmetic.
13 interviews and that kind of thing. 13 They're saying no to a more balanced curriculum, and so
14 Q But you weren't involved in developing criteria 14 we provide that.
15 for hiring teachersfor the district? 15 Q What do you mean by they get more support, the
16 A No, that was a personnel function. 16 world language teacher? Y ou referred to the --
17 Q And asthedirector of curriculum, what were 17 A Weél, basicaly -- minimally, the State
18 your duties? 18 requiresthat each student who isan English language
19 A That had to do with -- one of the roles was the 19 learner hasto have at least half an hour a day
20 working with the teachers in selecting textbooks and the 20 gpecifically of English language instruction. That's
21 materials asthe -- you know, State -- each year the 21 provided inal the classrooms. But we aso have what
22 State givesyou adifferent curricular areafrom which 22 we call aworld language teacher who providesin
23 you can select. And so we would develop committeesand | 23 addition to that.
24 then the teachers would express their preference out of 24 Q Isittaught specifically for English learners?
25 the choicesthat the State provided, if there were 25 A Yes. And then the other children would be
Page 19 Page 21
1 choices. 1 taking Spanish, because that's another thing that | like
2 Q Areyou referring to the adoption cycle? 2 about the design. They redlly believe that people
3 A Uh-huh (nods affirmatively). 3 should know a second language.
4 Q Isthat"yes'? 4 Q With world language, how do they give
5 A Yes, excuse me. 5 additional training to the English learners?
6 Q Asprincipa for the Salinas Didgtrict, did you 6 A With Edison Schools, our students go to school
7 hireteachersfor the school? 7 200 daysinstead of 180. They aso go eight -- attend
8 A In conjunction with the director of personnel. 8 eight hoursin aday rather than the five and ahalf or
9 Q Why did you leave the Salinas School District? 9 six that the other schoolsdo. And so the way the
10 A | retired. 10 scheduleis set, there are two 45-minute periods where
11 Q What brought you back out of retirement? 11 studentswould go to what we call specials. That's
12 A | don't know. Edison Schools brought me back 12 the-- you know, the P.E. teacher and so forth, and so
13 out of retirement. | wasretired last year for the 13 they have aschedule of doing that. At that timeis
14 month of July. 14 when the teachers on-site have their house meetings. We
15 Q A very short retirement. 15 cdl houses, their teams. And also may have staff
16 A Weéll, they had been talking with me about 16 development or may meet with me or may, you know, do
17 whether | would be interested in joining Edison, and 17 work for their students and so forth. So the teachers
18 after looking at their design and their philosophy, | 18 actually have two 45-minute periods. While the homeroom
19 thought, well, you know, thiswould be an opportunity to | 19 teachersare doing that, the children are with the
20 doitright, so-- 20 specidls.
21 Q Why did you think it was an opportunity to do 21 Q Andwhenyou say "specials,” isthat world
22 itright? 22 language included?
23 A Oh, you know, redlly -- | could give you an 23 A World language, P.E., art, drama. It rotates.
24 hour on that probably. Well, one of thethingsis, if 24 Q Do theworld language teachers, are they
25 you know anything about Edison, and you cangoonthe | 25 Spanish proficient?
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1 A Yes 1 tothink whether it came from the State or the district,
2 Q Or | takeit whatever the target language is 2 butit'sviathe State. The State notifies you.
3 for the English learners, the world language teachers 3 Q Do you know if the school received the funds
4 areproficient in that language? 4 et and the award monies?
5 A Yes Yes 5 A The school has received their portion, and |
6 Q Inaddition to world language, English 6 Dbelievethat the teachers -- because the pay for our
7 learn- -- theré'san English learner program, isthat 7 teachersflows through the district, and | remember the
8 correct, a your school ? 8 business manager saying, you know, it's happening right
9 A Yes 9 now. | don't remember the date, but it's right about
10 Q You listed the teachers and the various 10 now they're getting their awards.
11 subjectsin answering my question of how Edison doesit | 11 Q Hasthe school, Edison-McNair, spent the money
12 right. Isit your overall opinion, then, that they just 12 that it received from this award fund?
13 areprovided -- these teachers are provided more 13 A It'sin our budgets for thisyear, so --
14 support? 14 Q Haveyou earmarked it yet for any specific --
15 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague. 15 A You know, I'mtrying to recall, because we did
16 BY MS KOURY: 16 state what we were going to do, and offhand I'd have to
17 Q I'mactually - 17 go back to the business manager. | don't remember.
18 A I'm not understanding the question. 18 Because that was requested of us some time ago.
19 Q I'mnot sureif you exhausted your answer when 19 Q I'midentifying and marking as Exhibit 1 to the
20 | asked you what it is that you meant by Edison's doing 20 deposition transcript the First Amended Complaint dated
21 itright, and you provided me alist of the various 21 August 14th, 2000.
22 subjects. Isthat just your opinion that it'sa 22 A copy of which need not be attached to the
23 wedll-balanced curriculum? 23 deposition transcript, isthat okay, Counsal?
24 A Yes, it'samuch more complete curriculuminmy | 24 MS. WELCH: Yes.
25 opinion. 25 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: Yes.
Page 23 Page 25
1 Q And that's because of the additional assistance 1 (Whereupon, Defendants Exhibit 1 was marked
2 that the English language learners are provided aswell 2 for identification by the court reporter.)
3 asthe other subject matters and the additional 3 BY MS. KOURY.
4 ingtructional time that the students are provided? 4 Q I'masking you to review paragraph -- I'm
5 A Yes 5 handing you what's been marked as Exhibit 1, the First
6 Q Isthere anything else? 6 Amended Complaint in thiscase. 1'd like you to review
7 A Weéll, I think the basic philosophy, which is 7 Paragraph 136. Just let me know when you've reviewed
8 that dl children can learn, and that all children 8 it
9 could, you know, be very successful. Edison 9 A (Complies) I'vereadit.
10 traditionally goesinto districts that are challenged 10 Q Do you understand that these are the
11 and oversees the most challenged schools. 11 adlegations the plaintiffs makein this lawsuit
12 Q Sinceyou've been working at Edison, or from 12 regarding the conditions at Edison-McNair?
13 your understanding and conversations with personnel at 13 A Do | understand those are the allegations?
14 Edison, are you aware of any awards or recognitionsthat | 14 Q Yes, that plaintiffs have made in this lawsuit
15 they'vereceived? 15 regarding the conditions at Edison-McNair?
16 A That Edison has received or McNair? 16 A | assumeif it'swrittenin here, it's part of
17 Q McNair, Edison-McNair. 17 theadllegations.
18 A Wédll, what | am aware of isthat the goa on 18 Q Other than having read it in this-- isthis
19 theA.P.l. scoring that the State establishes, their 19 thefirst timethat you've read it?
20 goa was 20 points and they made again of 52 points 20 A Thisparticular paragraph, yes.
21 last year. Therefore, the school and theindividual 21 Q Did you have an understanding about these
22 teachersthat were there will receive the monetary 22 dlegations before reviewing the complaint?
23 awardsthat the State givesfor that. 23 A | did see adeclaration that was written, but |
24 Q How have you been made aware of that? 24 don' think this particular statement wasin it. |
25 A How have | been made aware of that? I'mtrying 25 dont know. | read it awhile ago.
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1 Q I'mmarking as Exhibit 2 the Declaration of 1 A Oh, yes, I'msureit'sthe same asit iswith

2 Carlos Santos dated January 30th, 2001. Could you 2 any school.

3 review this declaration, and let me know when you've 3 Q Why isit that you're sureit's the same as

4 reviewed it? 4 with any school?

5 A Sure. 5 A Wél, al the teachers go through the district

6 (Whereupon, Defendants Exhibit 2 was marked 6 personnd office and are all given the same information

7 for identification by the court reporter.) 7 asany other teacher would be. And same requirements,

8 THE WITNESS: I'veread it. 8 tomy understanding, are expected of them as anyone

9 BY MS. KOURY: 9 d=
10 Q Do you understand that these allegations are 10 Q Soit'syour understanding that the teachers at
11 made by plaintiffs regarding certain conditions at 11 Edison-McNair have the necessary credentialsto teach
12 Edison-McNair? 12 thecoursesthere?

13 A Dol understand that they've made the 13 MS. WELCH: Objection; mischaracterizes her
14 dlegations? 14 testimony, it's vague.
15 Q Do you understand that this declaration isfrom 15 BY MS.KOURY:
16 aplaintiff in this case regarding conditions at 16 Q You can answer that if you understand it.
17 Edison-McNair? 17 A Canyou restateit. 1'm not sure what you're
18 A Yes, | understand that. 18 saying.
19 Q Areyou aware of asurvey conducted by law 19 MS. KOURY: Could you read back the question.
20 sudentsat U.C.L.A? 20 (Record read as requested.)
21 A No. 21 THE WITNESS: To my understanding, they mest the
22 MS. WELCH: Objection, vague. 22 samerequirements as any teacher in the district for the
23 BY MS.KOURY: 23 Sate.
24 Q Haveyou ever heard of any of the students at 24 BY MS. KOURY:
25 your school filling out a survey from some law students | 25 Q And your understanding is based on the fact
Page 27 Page 29

1 aU.CLA? 1 that these teachers go through the district personnel?

2 A Not that | recall. 2 A Yes

3 Q IsEdison-McNair a charter school? 3 Q When you say they go through the district

4 A It'sreferred to as a charter schoal, yes, it's 4  personnel, are you referring to the hiring of your

5 apartnership with the district. 5 teachers?

6 Q Do you know when it became a charter school ? 6 A | would make the selection, but then &l of the

7 A No. 7 paperwork and al of that, they must go to the didtrict

8 Q Do you know how long it's been a charter 8 personnd office and produce their college degrees,

9 school? 9 et cetera. Whether they passed the CBEST, al those
10 A My understanding is that thisisthe third 10 other kinds of things that the personnel office would
11 year. 11 askfor. If they somehow didn't meet the State
12 Q Whereisyour understanding from? 12 requirements, then | wouldn't be able to hire them.

13 A From Edison. 13 Q Haveyou ever been told that a particular

14 Q Didyou get this understanding from materials 14 candidate does not meet the State credentialing

15 that you've read from the Edison company? 15 requirements?

16 A It may have beenin materids, but I've been 16 A Wédl, I've just done this this year, and, no, |

17 told that, yeah. 17 don't believe anybody's told me that, no.

18 Q Doyou know if it was apublic school before it 18 Q Do you know of any teachers at your school that
19 becameacharter? 19 areon emergency permits?

20 A | believe so. 20 A Yes. Sure

21 Q Do you know why it became a charter school? 21 Q Earlier you mentioned your budget. Istherea
22 A No. 22 school -- do you have a school budget for Edison-McNair
23 Q Doyou know if Edison-McNair issubjecttothe | 23 that's annual?

24 Sate's credentialing requirements with respect to 24 A Yes

25 teachers? 25 Q Could you describe to me that budget?
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1 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: Objection, vague. 1 callsthem School Based -- | can't remember. The
2 BY MS.KOURY: 2 initidsare S.B.C.P., School Based Categorica Program,
3 Q Do you have a particular budget for different 3 or something likethat. They change the names around.
4 areas? For example, isthere a budget specific for 4 Q What do you use the State categorical funds
5 textbooks, abudget for maintenance, or isit -- how are 5 for?
6 thefunds broken down in your budget? 6 A Those State funds could be used for anything at
7 A All of the areas would be listed in the budget, 7 the school that hasto do with supporting students, you
8 vyes 8 know.
9 Q How about a budget for maintenance, do you know | 9 Q Whichwould include --
10 where those funds come from? 10 A Samekindsof thingsas Title 1, basically. In
11 A My understanding of the funding isthat what 11 aschool that was, such asaschool like |l had in
12 money that the district receives for students from the 12 Sdlinas, where you might have a significant number of
13 State or the federal government flows through to usto 13 students, for instance, that were working above grade
14 the students at our school, then that money could come 14 level, with that money, you could use that for those
15 toour budget. 15 studentsalso.
16 Q Isyour budget divided for maintenance and for 16 Q Going back to your general fund, you alocate
17 textbooks, or isit a general budget that you just 17 certain amounts from your general fund for maintenance
18 separately dlocate where necessary? 18 and certain amounts for textbooks?
19 A I'mnot sure | understand what you're saying. 19 A Uh-huh.
20 It'sastandard school budget. 1t would have the 20 Q What other kinds of items do you allocate from
21 various areasfor textbooks and for maintenance and 21 thegenera fund? Do you alocate it for staffing
22 sdaries, et cetera 22 needs?
23 Q Do you earmark certain amounts of your budget 23 A Yes
24 for textbooks and maintenance? 24 Q To pay staff?
25 A Yes 25 A Yes. Surely.
Page 31 Page 33
1 Q But do al the funds come from the digtrict as 1 Q Do you know if your general fund -- | think you
2 far asyou know? 2 dated earlier that it comes or flows through the
3 A They come through the district, but we also 3 district.
4 have, because of the additional thingswe provide, wedo | 4 A Yes. Themoney comesfrom -- my understanding
5 have philanthropy also. So we have additional monies 5 isthe money comes from the State and federal government
6 abovewhat the State and the federal government 6 with the categorical and al that to the district, and
7 provides. 7 then the money follows the students. So if the
8 Q Do you receive categorical funds aswell that 8 student'sat our school, then the money comes from the
9 ae-- 9 digtrictto us.
10 A Yes 10 Q And that'swhat you refer to as your general
11 Q Could you describe to me the categorical funds? 11 fund?
12 A Oh, well, the major amount would be from 12 A | don't know if general fund. You asked me
13 Titlel. Wereaschool-wide Title 1 school. 13 about the budget. | said that'sin the budget. 1 don't
14 Q What arethe Title 1 monies used for? 14 know exactly what you mean by general fund.
15 A Those are categorical moniesthat are allocated 15 Q Other than funds from the State and the federal
16 for what the State calls disadvantaged learners. So as 16 government, do you receive any funds specifically from
17 to help support students that are less successful. 17 Edison Company?
18 Q What kinds of items are those funds used for? 18 A Wereceive philanthropy, but that's not from
19 A Weéll, whenit'saschool-wide Title 1, they 19 Edison, that's from philanthropists.
20 could be used for additional educational materials, they 20 Q What kind of philanthropy do you receive?
21 can be used for -- could be additional personnel, can be 21 A Oh, gosh, youd redlly have to ask the Edison
22 daff development for teachers. Theresavariety of -- 22 people specifically who's providing funding.
23 Q Do you know if you received any categorica 23 Q Do they handle that?
24 fundsfrom the State? 24 A Yes
25 A School-based funds, yes. | think the State 25 Q Do you know, are any of the applications for
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1 such funds done at the school site or by school 1 needsare. | haveinput into what staff that | think we
2 personnd? 2 need, materids, certainly. | have input into all of
3 A Sometimesthey are. | believe my technology 3 it. And right now because I'm new, | base alot of my
4  lead had written grants for technology that were -- | 4 judgment on what was the previous budget and whether
5 think to the State and we received those. 5 that was adequate.
6 Q Soyou applied for additiona technology grants 6 Q Whenyou say "materials,”" do you mean textbooks
7 fromthe State? 7 aswdl asother instructional materials?
8 A That wasredly done before | came, so | 8 A Yes
9 shouldn't addressthat. | just know that there was 9 Q What about school suppliesin general?
10 money that camein for staff development regarding 10 A School supplies, absolutely.
11 technology. 11 Q How do you determine your needs other than what
12 Q How do you know that? 12 you just mentioned, which isto -- actualy, how do you
13 A Because | saw the paperwork, and because he 13 determine your needs?
14 told meand | saw it put in the budget. 14 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: Objection, vague.
15 Q Areyouinvolved at dl in filling out 15 BY MS. KOURY:
16 applicationsfor additional funds such as grants? 16 Q Do you understand the question?
17 A | haven't been since I've been at this schoal, 17 A Would you liketo clarify?
18 no. 18 Q Sure. You dtated -- and | don't want to
19 Q Do you have any understanding of about how many | 19 mischaracterize your testimony, but you stated that you
20 grantsthey apply for on an annual basis? 20 determined, and | takeit this budget, by looking at the
21 A No. They have agrants department in New Y ork 21 budget last year and seeing where the needs are and
22 that could provide that information, probably. 22 whether they were adequate. How do you determine
23 Q Have you done your budget for the next school 23 whether they were adequate from last year's budget?
24 year? 24 A Wedl, if we didn't have enough money in that
25 A We have atentative budget. It hasn't been 25 areg, then| might seeiif thereis money, then maybe
Page 35 Page 37
1 approved yet. 1 that areaneedsto beincreased or maybeit'sa
2 Q Who'sinvolved in organizing your annual 2 redlocation. One areamay not have needed as much and
3 budget? 3 sowemoved it to where it was needed.
4 A Developing that budget? 4 Q To determine whether there's more money needed
5 Q Correct. 5 inagpecific area, do you communicate with the teachers
6 A That's done with our business manager. 6 of theschool?
7 Q Isthat at the school site? 7 A Oh, sure. The teachers always have input asto
8 A Yes. He'sahusiness manager both for McNair 8 what thelr needs are, sure.
9 and for Brentwood, which isthe primary school. It'san 9 Q How about communication with the parents at the
10 Edison school. And then with our operations vice 10 school?
11 president. 11 A We have two committees that are required by the
12 Q Isthe operations vice president at the school 12 State and that function regularly. Oneisthe -- what
13 site? 13 wecdl E.L.A.C., E-L-A-C, English Language Advisory
14 A No. 14 Committee, and the other isa School Site Council. And
15 Q Isthisoperations manager a district employee? 15 thoseare both required in order to receive the
16 A No. 16 categorica funds. And other parents, you know, give
17 Q Edison employee? 17 input about what they think and so forth, but we meet
18 A Yes 18 every month with those two committees so we have regular
19 Q Do you receive any input from the district on 19 input from them.
20 your annual budget? 20 Q Andyou usetheir input to determine what areas
21 A Youknow, | don't know that. The business 21 require more funding?
22 manager might know that, but | dontt. 22 A Yes, and Edison also does additional surveys.
23 Q What's your involvement with the annual budget? | 23 We have awhole survey that goes to parents and to
24 A Again, how much | haveto spend. Wetalk 24 teachers and to students.
25 about, you know, what the dollars are and where the 25 Q How often do they conduct these surveys?
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1 A That'sonce ayear, to my knowledge. It'sa 1 A They'reredly important, though, those
2 private-- 2 committeesare. The committees are not all parents, you
3 Q Consulting group? 3 know, that's -- the requirement for School Site Council
4 A Yes. Itusedto beHarris, but it'sa 4 isthat half the committeeis staff and half of the
5 different company now, but it's, you know -- so it's 5 committeeis parents.
6 done separate from Edison so that you can try and get an 6 Q AttheE.L.A.C. -- with respect tothe E.L.A.C.
7 overdl picture that's not, you know, directed by the 7 Committee, what kind of things do you discuss at the
8 company or by the -- 8 committee meetings? Have you been present at the
9 Q Doesthis private consulting firm administer 9 committee meetings?
10 thesurvey or isthe survey administered by the school ? 10 A Oh,yeah. Yes. I'mat al of them unless-- |
11 A They deliver them and we distribute them. 11 think -- | think | wasill once or something. And sois
12 Q Do you see the results? 12 my academy director, because he really is managing that
13 A Yes, whenthey'refinalized. We have certain 13 committee but I'min attendance.
14 time parameters when they go out, when they come back, | 14 Q What kind of things are discussed at the
15 and then they send -- well, they send an overall report 15 E.L.A.C. Committee meetings?
16 oneach of the areas to the school and to Edison. 16 A The primary thing that the parents have brought
17 Q Didyou seethisoverdl report for last year's 17 up, and the one who's generally speaking isMr. Lopez --
18 survey? 18 the main thing that he talks about is, are the children
19 A Yes 19 being redesignated.
20 Q Have you seen the overal report yet for this 20 Q IsMr. Lopez aparent?
21 year'ssurvey? 21 A Yes
22 A No, it hasn't been completed. | mean, our part 22 Q Heson the committee?
23 has been, but we haven't received anything back yet. 23 A Yes. He'sachairperson on the committee, and
24 Q Does Edison conduct any other types of surveys? 24 he'sthevice chair of the School Site Council.
25 A Inregard to what? 25 Q Arethe meetings held in such away that it's
Page 39 Page 41
1 Q Receiving feedback from teachers or students? 1 open for discussion, or does someone lead the
2 MR. JACOBS: Objection, vague. 2 discussions?
3 BY MS. KOURY: 3 A Theagendais prepared by the academy director
4 Q Do you understand the question? 4 with the chairperson of the School Site Council and with
5 A When you say other kinds of surveys, I'm not 5 input from also the E.L.A.C. Committee. Whatever they
6 surewhat you mean. Inregard to what? 6 want on the agendaiswhat'sthere. The kinds of things
7 Q Other types of surveys like the one you just 7 wewould put on the agendaisif there were something
8 described to me. 8 that the State required.
9 MR. JACOBS: Objection, vague. 9 Q How do you know if the State's requiring
10 THE WITNESS: They do thissurvey. | don't know of 10 something for the agenda?
11 any other. 11 A Thedirector of specid projectsin the
12 BY MS. KOURY: 12 digtrict would say, you know, that this needsto be
13 Q TheE.L.A.C. Committee and the School Site 13 completed at thistime and so forth and she informs us
14 Council, isthere any reporting you have to do to the 14  of those requirements.
15 State with respect to these committees? 15 Q Andyou dated earlier one of the issues was
16 A You must -- we provide agendas, minutes and 16 redesignation?
17 attendance records for those committees. 17 A Uh-huh.
18 Q And your categorical funds are contingent on 18 Q What do you mean by that?
19 conducting these committee meetings? 19 A Waéll, he wanted to be sure that the
20 A | assume so. 20 redesignations were happening. Otherwise -- do you know
21 Q What isthat assumption based on? 21 what the redesignation is, or do you want meto explain
22 A Onthefact that I've been doing thisfor 25 22 it?
23 yearsand I've always had the committee and I've dways 23 Q Sure, explainit.
24 gotten the money. 24 A Okay. If astudent isasecond language
25 Q Okay. 25 learner, there are certain standards they have to meet
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1 inorderto beredesignated. Oneisacertain 1 BY MS.KOURY:
2 percentile onthe SAT-9. The other isthat they have 2 Q Did you understand that question?
3 indicated on -- the tests they've been using in this 3 A No.
4 didtrictisthel.P.T., and don't ask me what the 4 Q Didyou hear the question?
5 initidls stand for because | don't know. Every district 5 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: Sorry.
6 seemsto have adifferent test. They must show certain 6 MS. KOURY: That's okay.
7 amount of proficiency in English on that in order to be 7 Q Do you know if his concern with respect to the
8 then officially redesignated and so forth so that when 8 high school's English learner program was communicated
9 they go on to the next grade or to the high schoal, it 9 toanyone at the high school or at the district?
10 indicatesthat they would have afull English program 10 A Do havefirsthand knowledge, no. He'sthe
11 without needing to have the daily support in English 11 chairperson of the district E.L.A.C., so he meetswith
12 language learning. Now, they should have somekindof | 12 thedistrict every month.
13 support, inmy opinion, but | don't think it's required 13 Q So your understanding based on that isif he
14 other than afollow up. 14 had this complaint, he could voice it through that
15 Q What wasthe parent's concern with respect to 15 committee?
16 redesignation? 16 A Absolutely.
17 A The concern he expressed at the meeting was 17 Q How about the School Site Council, how often do
18 that he did not care for the high school program for 18 they meet?
19 second language learners so he wanted to be surethat we | 19 A They meet once amonth. The State alows that
20 redesignated as many people as possible beforethey left | 20  you can, if the parents choose to, meet together as one
21 usinthe eighth grade so that they would not be in that 21 committee, and I've dways had that happen in the past.
22 program. That'swhat he stated to us at the meeting. 22 But at this school, the English language learners wanted
23 So we have gone back through and made sure, first of 23  to have a separate meeting, so we meet on the same
24 dl, that we check first and foremost our eighth 24 night, but -- for instance, the original set up, | think
25 graders, because that was a parent request. 25 weve moved thetimes up alittle bit, islike the
Page 43 Page 45
1 Q Whenyou say "check,” do you mean to determine 1 E.L.A.C. would meet at 6:00 and then the School Site
2 whether that child should be redesignated? 2 Council would meet at 7:00. And since some of the
3 A Yeah, go back into the records and check the 3 E.L.A.C. Committee members are on the School Site
4 records and see, you know, have the people that have the 4 Council, they just -- and what's happened, is the School
5 SAT-9 scores and have the sufficient scoring on the 5 Site Council peopletend to come early and everybody
6 English test, has the paperwork been done, in fact, to 6 just sort of istogether.
7 redesignate them. 7 Q So you attend the School Site Council meetings
8 Q Wasthere anything else that was donein 8 aswdl?
9 addressing this parent's concern? 9 A Surely.
10 A Doneinregard to redesignation? 10 Q And what kind of things are discussed at the
11 Q With respect to this parent's concern regarding 11 School Site Council meetings?
12 redesignation. You said you went back and checked the 12 A Could be anything that people want to bring up.
13 eighth graders? 13 But the School Site Council has a specific obligation to
14 A We checked dl the students. 14 review the program plan that's written and to approve
15 Q Wasthere anything else that was done to 15 the categorical budget. They do that once ayear.
16 address his concern, the parent's concern? 16 Q Does someone prepare an agenda for these
17 A | don't know what more you would do than to 17 meetings?
18 check al the records and redesignate everybody. He 18 A Yes
19 seemed pleased when we came back and told him what 19 Q Who prepares the agenda?
20 people had been redesignated. He expressed hispleasure | 20 A Theacademy director with the chairperson of
21 at our diligenceinthat area 21 the School Site Council.
22 Q Wasthere anything communicated to the district 22 Q Do you know how he goes about preparing the
23 or anyone else with respect to his complaints about the 23 agendas?
24 high school's program for English learners? 24 A What do you mean how?
25 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: Objection, vague. 25 Q What does he do to determine what to put on the
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1 agendafor one of these meetings? 1 your program plan.
2 A He meetswith Mrs. Holmes and she tellshim 2 Q DoesEdison-McNair have aP.Q.R. action plan?
3 what she wants on there and he probably would have input 3 A Wefollow the same guidelines as any other
4 then, too, of things he wants on the agenda. So it's 4 public schoal.
5 done mutualy. 5 Q Areyou familiar with Edison-McNair's action
6 Q Who's Ms. Holmes? 6 plan, P.Q.R. action plan?
7 A She'sthe chairperson of the School Site 7 A I'mfamiliar with their program plan that was
8 Council. 8 written last year and we're writing one for this year.
9 Q Does she get input from parentsin determining 9 Q A program plan?
10 what issuesto discuss? 10 A Uh-huh (nods affirmatively).
11 MR. JACOBS: Objection, lacks foundation. 11 Q How are you writing the program plan?
12 BY MS. KOURY: 12 A How are we writing it?
13 Q Do you know? 13 Q Right. Whao'sinvolved?
14 A | would think from her comments, that sometimes 14 A Ultimately -- well, the actual writing of it
15 it'sfrom other parents, yes. 15 happens with the leadership team, and then the district
16 Q Who's on the council, the School Site Council? 16 provided a consultant who's familiar with al the
17 A Who asfar as names? 17 regulations to make sure that we have -- and what we're
18 Q No. Arethereteacherson the School Site 18 tryingthisyear isalittle different --
19 Council? 19 Q These are State regulations?
20 A Yeah, School Site Council is-- thedesignis 20 A Yes, uh-huh.
21 set up by the State. Half of the committeeis parents 21 Q Who'son your leadership team?
22 and half of the committeeis staff, and of the staff 22 A Theleadership team is the academy director.
23 half, over -- one over half must be teachers, and the 23 Q Areyou on the team?
24 principal isrequired to be amember. 24 A Yes. Andthelead teachers.
25 Q Do you know if he receives any input from the 25 Q Whatisalead teacher?
Page 47 Page 49
1 State with respect to the agenda? 1 A In Edison'sformat, we are arranged in houses.
2 A Indirectly perhaps through the district's 2 Inteams, but they're called houses, and they're for the
3 gpecid projectsdirector. Asl said, she may say, you 3 most part by grade level. And each house has alead
4 know, these are kinds of things that have to happen now 4 teacher who hasthe -- is paid extra money for the
5 ortheinput that we have to have now, reportsthat are 5 responsbilities of the house. Asl told you before, we
6 dueand so forth, and those directives would come to her 6 have two 45-minute periods when the children go to
7 fromthe State. 7 specids. One of those 45-minute periods each day -- or
8 Q Whenyou stated earlier that you review the 8 at least four times aweek the house meets, so that lead
9 program plan, what do you mean by program plan? 9 teacher meets with the house members. And then they
10 A Weéll, each school isrequired to develop a 10 could be talking about whatever's going on in the house.
11 program plan under the guidelines from the State. 11 It could be student achievement, it could be code of
12 Q Do you know what a program plan entails? 12 conduct or student discipline. It can be -- oh, for
13 What'sincluded in a program plan? 13 instance, the seven-eight house, of course, are very
14 A Weéll, basically itsfocusis on student 14 busy with their eighth grade graduation and those kinds
15 achievement and then meeting whatever the State 15 of things, and soit's-- | redlly loveit becauseit's
16 regulationsare. 16 awonderful form of communication. Then the lead
17 Q Isthat similar to your -- are you familiar 17 teachers meet with me once aweek.
18 with aprogram quality review? 18 Q Whenyou say you "loveit," do you mean the
19 A Yes 19 houseteams?
20 Q Isit similar to an action plan under aP.Q.R.? 20 A Uh-huh, yes.
21 A Yes 21 Q Youfind the communication -- I'm sorry, you
22 Q Isitthe samefor Edison-McNair, that a 22 find that it encourages communication between the
23 program plan as-- isthe P.Q.R. action plan? 23 teachersaswell aswith you?
24 A If youhad aP.Q.R. and there was action 24 A Yes absolutely. | think that it realy
25 required under that, then that would become a part of 25 facilitates communication and having more input from all
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1 theteachers. 1 Q 1 guessI'mtrying to get alittle more
2 Q With the program plan, you were beginning to 2 gpecific. You stated that you look into and address the
3 describe to me how you were devel oping your program 3 English language learner program aswell as dl learners
4 plan. What kinds of items are included in the program 4 &t your school. How do you do that in a program plan?
5 plan? 5 A WEéll, one of the things might be -- for
6 A Widll, doing it alittle bit differently this 6 instance, in the one we're writing now, it would say
7 year, because we have the program plan that's required 7 what kinds of percentile gains you were looking for from
8 by the State, but Edison also has a student achievement 8 student testing. 1t would say --
9 planthat'srequired. So inworking with the 9 Q In other words, you're analyzing the testing
10 consultant, | am trying to meld both of them together, 10 data?
11 and so that our program will not only include what the 11 A Yes, it has quite a section on data analysis.
12 State requires but also what Edison's expectations are. 12 Q What kind of data does it ook at?
13 If you've ever seen aprogram plan, it says what the 13 A Waéll, welook at our SAT-9 scores. Butin
14 action isthat needsto happen and who's going to be 14 Edison we aso do benchmarks. What we call benchmarks.
15 responsible and when you're going to do it and that kind | 15 Edison has developed benchmarks that coincide with the
16 of thing. Soit'sreally an action plan. And it can 16 State's standards and the SAT-9 testing so that our
17 address-- well, it would address what needs to happen 17 studentswould take the benchmark tests -- it's designed
18 with English language learners. Basically al the kinds 18 to be monthly, but we had some technological issuesthis
19 of thingsthat the State would reguire for students, you 19 year so we couldn't do it every month, but --
20 know. 20 Q Inother words, they test every month?
21 Q Do you look at the curriculum and determinethe | 21 A Uh-huh. They'rejust brief tests on reading,
22 curriculums for the core courses to determine whether 22 language and math.
23 those are adequate? 23 Q Assessment tests?
24 A The curriculum that's provided is approved by 24 A Uh-huh (nods affirmatively). Hopefully, with
25 the State of California. 25 doing it that way -- you know, traditionally you have a
Page 51 Page 53
1 Q Isthere anything within your action plan that 1 tedt attheend of the year, and our feding isthat if
2 addressesthe curriculum? 2 wetest more frequently, then we analyze that and the
3 A | don't understand the question. 3 teachersare going to teach the things that the children
4 Q Yousaid that you look at the English language 4 don't know so that they'll be on course. Alsoit redly
5 learner program, and that's part of the program plan? 5 workswell because we use in conferences with parents,
6 A Uh-huh. 6 too, that information. So, for ingtance, let's say we
7 Q Isthere anything that you look at with respect 7 gave abenchmark in February and the child was not
8 tothe-- the other courses, non-English classes? 8 successful with the math, then we would conference with
9 A Yes, dl student learners are addressed in the 9 the parents and let them know that.
10 programplan. Surely. 10 Q Isthat information, the conferencing with the
11 Q Do you -- have you looked at previous action 11 parents, used in devel oping the program plan?
12 plans, P.Q.R. action plans, in coming up with aprogram 12 A The benchmark -- yes, the benchmarks and all of
13 planthisyear? 13 that kind of testing would be used. For instance, you
14 A What | looked at specifically thistime was 14  know, | don' really know when were going to get the
15 last year's program plan and the student achievement 15 SAT-9sback. It'snot going to be before school's out,
16 plan from Edison, and then happily the district provided 16 | fedl confident. But when we do get that, even though
17 aconsultant to work with uswho isreally knowledgeable | 17 weve written aprogram plan -- program plansis what we
18 about State regulations to be sure that, you know, we 18 cdll aliving document. In other words, well go back
19 will be in compliance with the regulations. 19 and well adjust if we see from results of your testing
20 Q What kinds of things do you put in the program 20 that we needed to do something additiona in a
21 plantoinsure student achievement or to -- 21 curricular area, then we would add that or revise it to
22 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: Objection, vague. 22 meet those needs.
23 BY MS. KOURY: 23 Q How often do you assess that, whether the
24 Q Do you understand that question? 24 program plan is adequate for meeting your needs or
25 A I'mnot sure what you're trying to ask me. 25 addressing your needs?
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1 A Oh, gosh, as needed. 1 A Yes and so al teachers would have that and
2 Q Would you say it'sdone at least once ayear? 2 the parent committees have that and any other parent who
3 A Atleast onceayear. Certainly after we get 3 wantsitiscan certainly haveit. Most parents are not
4  the SAT-9 scores back it will be done, but then -- 4 usudly -- you know, it's very technical kind of stuff,
5 (Interruption in the proceeding.) 5 but the committees -- and it's reviewed in the committee
6 (Recess)) 6 meetings.
7 BY MS.KOURY: 7 Q Isthe program plan given to the district?
8 Q At aminimum, you assess the program plan at 8 A Yes
9 least once ayear, specifically after the SAT-9 tests; 9 Q Ravenswood District?
10 isthat true? 10 A It hasto beturned into the State, ismy
11 A Yes. | think in this environment, it's going 11 understanding, so it goesto the district and they turn
12 to be more than that since we're combining our Edison 12 itintothe State.
13 student achievement as part of the program plan, and 13 Q What's your understanding based on?
14 that'sdiscussed fairly regularly in house meetings so 14 A Padt practice. Wherel come from.
15 that -- one of the reasons I'm doing that is because 15 Q Do you give arevised program plan each time
16 then| think it will cause usto talk about the whole 16 you revisethe program plan to the district?
17 program plan more often. 17 A Not necessarily.
18 Q How'sthe program plan implemented after it's 18 Q How often do you give aversion of the program
19 revised? 19 plantothedigtrict?
20 A You mean the process of how we go about that? 20 A Inthisdistrict | wouldn't be able to answer.
21 Q Correct. 21 | haven't had enough experience with them to know.
22 A Widl, firg of dl, as| said before, the way 22 Q Haveyou given -- are you aware of the program
23 it'swrittenisit'swritten asto who's responsible and 23 plan being given to the district since you've been at
24 when things that are supposed to happen. You know, such | 24 Edison?
25 and such maybe is to happen in October, whatever. We 25 A Wadll, well be providing one for them before
Page 55 Page 57
1 writethat al out so that we can put it on the calendar 1 ouryear'sout. Wego totheend of June. | know most
2 and see what needs to happen when, and then we monitor 2 of the schools are ending now, but our program, we go to
3 that. 3 the 29th of June, so our things are due a alittle bit
4 Q Who monitorsthe calendar? 4 different times.
5 A | do and the academy director does. 5 Q Right. Areyou aware of the Coordinated
6 Q Whenyou say "monitor,” do you mean that you 6 Compliance Review, C.C.R.?
7 insure that the certain item is completed on the date 7 A Uh-huh.
8 that it's supposed to be completed as reflected on the 8 Q Do you know if Edison undergoes C.C.R.?
9 cdendar? 9 A Wehaveal the same regulations as any public
10 A Yes, or revised if we determine, you know, that 10 schooal, sure.
11 part of that is, well, it can't happen at that time or 11 Q Sinceyouve been at Edison, have you been
12 it needsto happen differently and so forth, and that's 12 involved with C.C.R.?
13 part of the revision process. 13 A We'rejust being involved -- werejust doing
14 Q Doesresponsibility vary depending on the item? 14 C.C.R.right now, asamatter of fact, thisyear.
15 A Yes andit'swrittenintheplan. It could be 15 Q Whenyou say you're doing C.C.R., what do you
16 that it'smy responsibility or the academy director or 16 mean by that?
17 it could bethe lead teachers or teachersin general. 17 A Complying with whatever they ask usto do in
18 It dependsonwhat it is. 18 showing that we are in compliance.
19 Q Who has copies of the calendar? 19 Q Doyouknow if Edison-McNair isinvolved in
20 A Of the calendar or of the program plan? 20 doing its self review right now?
21 Q What about just -- what's on the calendar? 21 A Yes
22 A Wiéll, the program plan says when things are 22 Q Haveyou used portions of the program plan and
23 supposed to happen. 23 your involvement with the program plan in order to
24 Q Doesit say who isresponsible for a particular 24 conduct the self review?
25 item? 25 A I'mnot sure | understand what you're saying.
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1 Q Let merephrasethat. 1 A Theresawhole manual on C.C.R.s, and there
2 ~ Have you used any of the information that 2 arepagesin there that need to be completed.
3 you've gathered for the program plan in order to do the 3 Q And whose responsibility isit to complete the
4  df review for C.C.R.? Isthere any overlap between 4 manua?
5 theprogram plan and self review? 5 A Wédl, ultimately, it'smine.
6 A Yeah, | guess| would say -- we have a 6 Q When do you expect to have that completed?
7 particular list of the questions and so forth for the 7 A Wél, we need to have everything back to the
8 daff tofill out to -- inregard to C.C.R.'s. But all 8 director of special projects before we leave on the
9 thosethingsareredly rather interrelated. 9 2%9th.
10 Q When did you begin the sdf review for C.C.R.? 10 Q Andisit your understanding from there that
11 A Werejust doing the salf review now. 11 thedirector will then passthat aong to the State?
12 Q When you say "now," do you mean this past 12 A That would be my understanding.
13 month? 13 Q Other than the benchmarks which you discussed,
14 A Yes 14 any other types of assessment tests that Edison
15 Q Isthat the only involvement that Edison-McNair | 15 conducts, the Edison Company, or contracts with third
16 hashad with C.C.R. this year, the self review, in other 16 partiesin order to conduct?
17 words? 17 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: Objection, vague.
18 A Uh-huh. Yes. We've met with the director of 18 BY MS.KOURY:
19 specid projectsto be informed that we need to do this. 19 Q Do you understand the question?
20 Q Isthat the director of special projects for 20 A Areyou asking me what kinds of assessments are
21 thedidgtrict? 21 donewith children so that we know what to teach or what
22 A Uh-huh. Yes. To my knowledge, thereisn't 22 toreview, isthat what you're saying?
23 anything different that Edison-McNair doesinregardto | 23 Q Yes
24 C.C.R.s, program plans or -- we might add more, but we | 24 A Wadll, that's ongoing in the classroom. You
25 follow the same guiddlines. 25 know, teachers are ng dl the time what they're
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1 Q Asother public schools? 1 teaching. Weaso have this Success For All reading
2 A Asother public schoals, surely. 2 program which is different than what the district has.
3 Q And how have you gone about beginning the self 3 But Edison usesthat program nationwide and that has a
4 review? 4 regular assessment schedule so that you see what
5 A | don't think | understand what you're saying. 5 progress students are making.
6 What do you mean? 6 Q Could you describe to me what the Success For
7 Q Yousaidyou just began a sef review this past 7 All program -- isthat the name of it, Success For All?
8 month. What have you done? 8 A Uh-huh.
9 A Weve developed an information page for the 9 Q What isthat program or system?
10 teachersto answer and fill-in, and then well make a 10 A It'sareading program that is done out of --
11 composite from that to see whether were fully in 11 oh, let'ssee. Dr. Savinisfrom-- I'm having a
12 compliance or whether there's other thingsthat weneed | 12 senior moment. | can't think of the name. But you know
13 todo. 13 itaswell asl do. It'sintheEadt. | can't think of
14 Q Haveyou received the information back fromthe | 14 it. It will cometo melater.
15 teachersyet? 15 MR. JACOBS. SR.A.?
16 A No. 16 THE WITNESS: No, it's Success For All, SF.A. And
17 Q When do you expect you'l receive that 17 itsDr. Savin. Anyhow, he's done al kinds of
18 information back? 18 research and so forth on what skills the student needs
19 A Wadl, it hasto be back before the 29th of 19 to know in order to be successful in reading. He sets
20 June. 20 up avery specific way -- | mean, the program's very,
21 Q Do you expect that the composite will be 21 very dtructured, very detailed, and it is, you know,
22 completed before the 29th of June aswell? 22 even prescribed to how many minutes the teacher isto
23 A Yes 23 spend on what part of the reading instruction and so
24 Q And from that, will some document be created 24 forth.
25 such asa sdf review document? 25 BY MS. KOURY:
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1 Q Soisitjust the reading teachers that 1 Q Do you know, are these instructional materials
2 implement the Success For All program? 2 used for this program, are they bought separately from
3 A Yes Andit'scaled -- we do it through sixth 3 other instructional materials or are they bought with
4 grade. Thereisadifferent program in seventh and 4 fundsthat you would buy other textbooks as well?
5 eighth. 5 A It'swith textbook funds. It's approved by the
6 Q Sodoesthe entire reading curriculum for K 6 Stateof Cdifornia. If you're familiar with that, if
7 through sixth consist of the Success For All program? 7 it'sonthe matrix, then you can use the State's funds
8 A Yes 8 for many uses. But we order our materials through
9 Q Arethere specific instructional materials for 9 Edison becauseit's nationwide.
10 the Success For All program? 10 Q Do you order all of your textbooks and
11 A Yes 11 ingtructional materials from Edison?
12 Q And how do they assess whether the Success For 12 A Yes. Theonly thing that | haven't done that
13 All program is effective with the students or not? 13 way was | wanted to have a consistent program for
14 MR. JACOBS: Objection, vague. 14 English language learners, and there were two different
15 BY MS.KOURY: 15 programsthat the district was using and that were
16 Q Do you understand that question? 16 approved by the State and so | did directly purchase the
17 A How doeswho assess what? 17 Sartillanafor English language learners.
18 Q How does the teachers assess whether the 18 Q When you say -- so you purchased those
19 programis-- you said earlier that thereisan 19 materiadsfrom the district as opposed to Edison?
20 assessment throughout the Success For All program, what | 20 A Not from the district, from the Santillana
21 did you mean by that? 21 people.
22 A Yes, they have specific assessments. Ina 22 Q Arethe Santillana people a publisher?
23 Success For All program, children are grouped according | 23 A Yes, uh-huh.
24 totheir reading proficiency, and so the assessments are 24 Q A publisher that's approved by the State?
25 done, | think it's quarterly -- yesh, quarterly, to 25 A Yes
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1 determine what level the student should be. 1 Q Earlier you were telling me about the A.P.I.
2 Q How do they do that? What do they assess what 2 scores, that they've increased, they hit their target?
3 leve astudent should be at? 3 A Exceeded their target.
4 A They have alittle assessment test that they 4 Q Exceeded their target.
5 give 5 Do you know, or have you heard from any of the
6 Q Isitwritten, the test? 6 other teachers, what caused the students to hit their
7 A Yes Andit goes-- asoin addition would be 7 target?
8 input from the teacher, you know, asto their opinion 8 A (Nods negatively.)
9 about -- and then they regroup. One of our teachersis 9 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: Objection; lacks foundation,
10 aSuccessFor All coordinator. That's an extra 10 vague, calsfor speculation.
11 responsibility for that person for which they are paid, 11 BY MS KOURY:
12 andthey have release time in order to supervise that. 12 Q Haveyou heard any of the other teachers
13 Q Who takes the results of the assessment tests 13 discussing the fact that the students exceeded their
14  and determines what level the student is reading at 14 A.PI.target?
15 or-- 15 A Not other than the fact that they were pleased.
16 A Doesthe regrouping? 16 Q Do you know if there were any additional
17 Q Exactly. 17 programs or strategies put in placein order to achieve
18 A Aren't| helpful? Theseteachersareterrible. 18 theA.P.. target last year?
19 The SF.A. coordinator takes all that 19 A | dontknow. | wasn't there.
20 information from the teachers and then regroups. 20 Q Do you know if Edison-McNair isinvolved in
21 Q Isthisyour firg year using the Success For 21 11LUSP?
22 All program? Meaning -- 22 A Inwha?
23 A Me, persondly? 23 Q Haveyou heard of theterm 1.1.U.S.P.?
24 Q Correct. 24 A | don't recognize that term. What'sit stand
25 A Yes 25 for?
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1 Q Immediate Intervention Underperforming School 1 Q What kind of coaching and mentoring?
2 Program. 2 A Wédll, she has her own company, and sheisvery
3 A Youknow, it sounds familiar, but | don't know 3 experienced and she will comeinto the classroom and
4 aboutit. | don't know that term. Every year they have 4 observe the teacher and then conference with the
5 adifferent title for whatever it is. 5 teacher. And one of the thingsthat's really worked out
6 Q Do you know if Edison has been granted $50,000 | 6 well, because we have these 45-minute periods during the
7 in State funds -- 7 day, sheactually can observe, work with the teacher and
8 A Oh,yes. Yes 8 soforth, and then conference with them right on the
9 Q How do you know that? 9 sameday. And weve been having her come once aweek,
10 A Because the director of specia projectsin the 10 and! planto use part of that money next year to do the
11 district told us we have been. 11 samething.
12 Q Do you know what those $50,000 are allocated 12 Q What'sthe name of her company?
13 for? 13 A Oh, gosh. | could find out, but | don't recall
14 A Ourswasto be partly for staff development for 14 offhand.
15 teachers, and then we were also -- because this money, 15 Q It'saprivate company?
16 if it'sthe money -- if I'm thinking about the same 16 A Yes. | became acquainted with her because the
17 money you're talking about, is to be used for next year. 17 digtrict had hired her company to -- | think it wasthe
18 It was staff development and we were looking at having | 18 didtrict, | don't know, it might have been the county,
19 additional resources for children that were having 19 I'mnot sure, to work with preinterns, otherwise people
20 particular difficulties in the way of counseling and 20 who do not have credentials, not just at Edison-McNair,
21 extrasupport. 21 but -- and so she came to our school to work with
22 Q What about hiring an external evaluator? 22 teachersand --
23 A Wha? 23 Q Doesshework with dl teachers, or does she
24 Q Do you have any knowledge about hiring an 24 work with teachers that are involved in preintern
25 external evaluator, athird-party evaluator? 25 programs?
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1 A Yes 1 A When she came viathe digtrict, it was with
2 Q Do you know if -- 2 preinterns. When | hire her privately, it would be with
3 A | guessthat's histitle. Mr. Porter also 3 whomever | say, but | would target those people first.
4 helped us develop our program plan, and he wasthe 4 Q How about this past year, you said she came
5 external evauator, yeah. Or heis. 5 once aweek to work with teachers?
6 Q Do you know if the $50,000 funds that you've 6 A When she came from the State, it was with
7 received were used to pay Mr. Porter in developing a 7 preinterns. But then that contract was up and she was
8 program plan? 8 sojust absolutely excellent in other observations, in
9 A | don't know. 9 her conferencing, in her mentoring the teachers, that |
10 Q Do you have any other knowledge about the 10 then hired her subsequently.
11 1.1.U.SP. and Edison-McNair's involvement with it? 11 Q Arepreinterns teachers that don't have their
12 A Not other than we have received -- that we are 12 full credential yet but areinvolved in aprogramin
13 toreceiveit. | don't know whether we've actualy 13 order to obtain their credentials?
14 received it or not, the business manager would know. 14 A Uh-huh.
15 Q Haveyou begunto try to allocate those funds 15 Q Soin other words, they're involved in course
16 for staff development? 16 work to obtain their credentials?
17 A We have ongoing staff development, but my 17 A Yes, I'msorry -- you know, | shouldn't say,
18 understanding was that that money was to be used for 18 yes. That's my understanding, because most of the
19 next year, and so we are planning, yesh, for next year. 19 teachersdo, under this emergency credential, are taking
20 Q How are you planning for next year? 20 coursework. | don't know how the district decided who
21 A Wéll, particularly right now, | have had the 21 they selected, but they just selected, but they were all
22 contract in plan to have another contract with Esther 22 peoplethat didn't have credentias.
23 Wright who does coaching for teachersand mentoringand | 23 Q And werethey teachersinthe E.L. program as
24 has done some for usthis year and has been fabulous. 24  well asteachers teaching normal courses?
25 Redly helped teachersalot. 25 A Yes
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1 Q Isthere any other plan that you have in order 1 digtrict.
2 tousethismoney for staffing, other than to fund this 2 Q What isthe migrant summer school program?
3 training that you just described to me? 3 A That's specifically for those student who move
4 A Wadll, as| said before, it depends on whether 4 from school to school or district to district due to
5 wehaveaparticular classthat we're planning with 5 their employment either in agriculture or -- | think
6 studentswho really are at risk of not being ableto 6 it'sfishing and the lumber industries. | don't know if
7 complete eighth grade, and if we are able to establish 7 those il apply, but | think it's those three aress.
8 that class, then | want to be able to use that money -- 8 Q Do you know when thisis going to be held, the
9 part of that money to support perhaps an additional 9 migrant school program?
10 instructiona aid and/or counsealing for those students. 10 A Yes, itisthe month of July.
11 Q Do you know if you're receiving -- when | say 11 Q Do you know of any other summer school programs
12 "you," meaning Edison-McNair, receiving any additional 12 available at the digtrict that are available to the
13 fundsin order to implement the program plan next year? 13 Edison-McNair student?
14 A Addition to what? 14 A Yes, | beieve the digtrict's having summer
15 Q Additional to the $50,000 which we just 15 school a Cesar Chavez, and our students would be as
16 discussed, which is being used for staffing aswell as 16 entitled to attend as any othersin the district.
17 tohire Mr. Porter? 17 Q Arethere any before or after school programs
18 A Waéll, it would be the basic school base money 18 offered to the Edison-McNair students for tutoring?
19 that we get from the State is for supporting the program 19 A We have an after school program that | believe
20 plan. 20 isprovided throughout the district. There was an after
21 Q Do you have any knowledge of any additiona 21 school grant that was written, and so we do have a
22 funds such asthis $50,000 grant that is on its way to 22 program that goes from -- our school days are also
23 Edison-McNair? 23 longer, sowe start at 7:30 and we end at 3:30. So a
24 A Not that | know of. 24  3:30t0 5:30, there's an after school program.
25 Q When does the school term begin at 25 Q What isthe after school program?
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1 Edison-McNair? 1 A Waédll, we had kind of fun thisyear, because we
2 A Ladt year or next year, which? 2 had acombination of things. | don't know if you're
3 Q Whendidit beginthisyear? 3 familiar with C.N.G., Center for New Generations, which
4 A Thefirst day of school was -- whichever the 4 hassomekind of affiliation with Stanford. And so we
5 Monday was, 13th or 14th of August. 5 havethose classesthere, and my understanding of C.N.G.
6 Q And concludes June 29? 6 isthat it'sfor studentsthat are not necessarily
7 A Uh-huh. 7 accelerated or behind, but the average student who'd
8 Q Isitamulti-track system? 8 liketo achieve, and they provide their program for
9 A No, our students attend school 200 days. 9 that. That's-- the seventh-eighth programisat our
10 That'swhy we start earlier and end after the other 10 school. Then we have reading, we have writing classes,
11 schools. 11 we have some electivesthat are physical education, and
12 Q Do you know how many students attend 12 oh, | want to call it Srategies. They play different
13 Edison-McNair? 13 kinds of gamesthat are board games that are strategy
14 A We have approximately 540 students enrolled. 14 kindsof games. And I'mtrying to think of what else.
15 Q Andwhat grade levels does that include? 15 Wehave an agebraclassfor those students that might
16 A Gradesfour through eight. 16 liketo move ahead in math. I'm forgetting something.
17 Q And do you know if 20-to-1 class size applies 17 Q Thisafter school program, doesit only consist
18 toany of these classes? 18 of the structured classes? Or are these the classes
19 A No, that'sfor primary grades. 19 that youjust listed off, the C.N.G., the reading class,
20 Q Isthere summer school taught at Edison-McNair? 20 thewriting class, are they structured classes as
21 A No. Thedistrict, we are going to house the 21 opposed to -- could studentsin this after school
22 migrant summer school for the district, but it's not 22 program receive assistance in classes they're taking
23 specifically our program. We are housing it there 23 during the day, additional help, for example?
24 because we're hoping that the Brentwood and the McNair | 24 A They can, they may. They may from that. We
25 migrant students are allowed, but it's through the 25 dso have -- we're very fortunate that we have students
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1 from Stanford that come over to tutor after school aso. 1 it'sviablefor everybody to have an opportunity.
2 Q Isthat separate from the after school program 2 Q AndtheW.l.SE. program that you began to
3 that youjust described to me? 3 describe, isthat also at the school site?
4 A Yes itis, it'sin addition to that, yes. 4 A At the school site, yes. And then there are
5 Theresseverd -- they have aW.1.S.E. program. 5 other Stanford tutors also, besides that, and some of
6 Q Isthat separate from the Stanford student? 6 them are because teachers have made connections and
7 A Those are Stanford's students and it's 7 whatever, but we've basically been blessed with alot of
8 particularly to encourage girls. 8 redly wonderful, bright young people that come over and
9 MR. JACOBS: What wasthe name? 9 hep.
10 THE WITNESS: You know, it'sW.I.SE., W-I-S-E. 10 Q And how do students become aware of these
11 It'sWomen In School Education or something like that. 11 programs, these additional programs? Isthere any --
12 It'sagroup of young ladies from Stanford who meet with | 12 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: Objection, calsfor
13 agroup of our girlsin order to encourage them to set 13  gpeculation.
14 their Sitesalittle higher. 14 BY MS. KOURY:
15 BY MS.KOURY: 15 Q Do you know?
16 Q With respect to the after school day program 16 A Weéll, the teachers | et the students know.
17 that you described before with the C.N.G. classes, is 17 Therearefliersthat go out to al the parents and so
18 that a structured class where there's ateacher 18 forth, sure. You haveto have parent approval for them
19 conducting class? 19 to dtay after and participate.
20 A Yes Yes They receive agrant, so that they 20 Q Right. Arethere any weekend additiona
21 could hire the teachers at $30 an hour and then provide 21 tutoring programs or any additional educational programs
22 the materids, whatever it is. 22 for any of the sudents at Edison-McNair?
23 Q And do you know if thiswas a State grant? 23 A Not specificdly. | mean, things like teachers
24 A No, | don't know that it was. 24 took agroup of students, you know, on an overnight
25 Q Do you know who applied for the grant, whether 25 camping thing on the weekend and things like that. But
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1 itwasthedistrict or the school itsdlf? 1 not specific ongoing tutoring.
2 A 1 think it was through the district, because 2 Q Right. How about before school? Isthere any
3 it'sdigtrict wide, to my knowledge. And the digtrict 3 tutoring involved before school ?
4 did hire out of that grant a district wide coordinator 4 A Not usualy. We start at 7:30.
5 to be-- who then with the principals saw that the site 5 Q Arethere computer labs at Edison?
6 coordinator was hired and that kind of thing. And we 6 A Oh, you asked a perfect question. That's part
7 have our own teachers who are teaching the courses. 7 of what Edison's emphasisis. That we have afull
8 Q Does C.N.G. include the reading and writing 8 computer lab. In every classroom we have at least three
9 classthat you described to me or is that separate? 9 computers. We have afull -- we have atechnology team.
10 A C.N.G.isredly separate. It'sjust for 10 Q Theresonly one computer lab other than the
11 seventh and eighth graders. Ancther one of the schools | 11 computersin each classroom?
12 inthedigrict hasthe C.N.G. for the lower grades. 12 A Yes, there's one full computer lab.
13 Q And the reading and the writing classes and the 13 Q How many computers are in the computer lab?
14 electivesthat you described, is that also funded by 14 A Oh, gosh, at least 30.
15 thisgrant? 15 Q Istherelnternet accessfor each of those
16 A Yes 16 computers?
17 Q Arethose classes also structured classesin 17 A Yes Weaso have what we call aHome Lab
18 that there's a teacher teaching a course? 18 Program. If the parentstake, | believeit's six hours
19 A Yes 19 of ingtruction which is provided by our technology lead,
20 Q And isthisafter school program, which 20 then they may have aniMac to have at home for their use
21 includesthe C.N.G. classes, the reading and thewriting | 21 and the student'suse. The student has an e-mail
22 and the electives, isthat at the school site, licensed 22 address, so do the teachers, so they can e-mail each
23 at that Ste? 23 other back and forth, and it's really nice.
24 A Yes. And thedistrict does provide bussing at 24 Q Do you know when the computer lab was opened to
25 5:30 for those students that need a bus, so, you know, 25 the students?
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1 A They have aschedule of when the classesgo in. 1 dea of writing in there. They may do math. Those are
2 Also, you know, | was talking to you about the 2 the main things, because they're using it for additional
3  benchmarksin thosetests. We did some of them by hand 3 support, particularly for those core aress.

4 thisyear because we were having some issues about -- | 4 Q Sothetechnology -- the T.S.L. would assist

5 don't know that much about technology, but anyhow it was 5 either amath teacher or alanguage arts teacher or some

6 too sow, because those benchmarks are really set up to 6 other teacher in using the computersto teach the

7 do on those computersin the labs, so that teachers 7 particular course that they're teaching?

8 could go in and the children can do the benchmarks on 8 A Yes. They redly show them how to use the lab,

9 the computers rather quickly. The teachersdon't have 9 what programs are on there. They train the teachersin
10 toscoreit, it scored it, the information goes to me, 10 how to use the technology. Now, with so many young
11 goesto New York and so forth. So if we can get it to 11 teacherscoming inthey usudly are pretty literate on
12 work alittle faster. It has something to do with the 12 the computer. And then our library media specidist is
13 systemsand all -- 13 avery experienced teacher and she not only isworking
14 Q Isthe computer lab open to the students after 14 onthe quality of thelibrary, but her -- one of the
15 school? 15 thingsthat | appreciate the most isthat sheredly is
16 A If it'spart of the after school program. We 16 gspecificaly teaching the teachers how to integrate
17 have awriting program that's being done with the 17 technology into the curriculum aong with that, because
18 computers after school and one of our tech team members, | 18 of her expertise as ateacher, she'sreally modeling
19 our library media speciaigt, isteaching that class. 19 lessons. It'snot just in technology, but agood lesson
20 Q Who does the tech team consist of ? 20 on how to work with the students and so forth.

21 A Title or their names. 21 Q Sothelibrary media specidists oversees the
22 Q Title 22 library aswdll, did you say earlier?
23 A Okay. Now thisisgoingto be atest for me. 23 A Weéll, she doesn't -- you know, she's not the
24 T.SL.isthelead of that, and T istechnology -- | 24 librarian that sitsin the library and checks books oui.
25 think it'stechnology specialist lead teacher. 25 That's not her role. But she sees that the selections
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1 Q What doesthat teacher do? 1 aremade, that the books are purchased, that -- she will

2 A Thisteamisfor both schools. It'sfor McNair 2 be setting up a schedule for next year for the teachers

3 and Brentwood, they go over there. There'sthat person, 3 tocomeinand soforth. Shell see, for instance, that

4 there'salibrary media specialist also and they meet 4 students are trained on how to shelve books and that

5 with each house, both the McNair and Brentwood oncea | 5  kind of thing. But she doesn't personally spend her day

6 week, and either give training to teachers on technology 6 inthelibrary.

7 or deal with the teachers concerns, you know, for 7 Q Isthere anyone else on the team for technology

8 instance, maybe their printer's not working or something 8 other thanthe T.S.L. and the library media speciaist?

9 of that kind of -- but alot of it's staff development 9 A Weéll, they wanted to have one other person, and
10 onhow do you use thisand that. 10 | know they mentioned thisbut | don't know if they did.
11 Q Aretheseteachers, the teachersthat are part 11 It'sthe person that maintains the equipment. It'sa
12 of the technology team, are they paid through the 12 technician, basically, to make sure the computers are
13 didgtrict funds, the same staffing funds that you pay 13 working and, you know, all that kind of thing. We don't
14  your other teachers? 14 havethat person right now. We haveto hire one. We
15 A Yes, their pay, | believe, goesthrough the 15 had one, but he left.

16 didtrict, yes. Most of the people do. I'm not paid by 16 Q And the computersin the classrooms, do they

17 thedistrict and the business manager's not paid by the 17 dso have Internet access?

18 district. I'mnot sureif there are others or not, but 18 A Yes

19 | know the two of us are not. 19 Q Do you know what those computers are used for?
20 Q Do you know who you're paid from? 20 A Wéll, they're used for parts of whatever's

21 A Edison. 21 going onin the classroom. It might beresearchif it's
22 Q Thecomputer lab isused by the various 22 asocial studiesissue, it might be for writing,

23 teachersat the school in order to teach whatever class 23 whatever, to support the curriculum. That's part of

24 it isthat they're teaching at the time? 24 what the library media specialist is working with the

25 A They have aregular schedule. They do agreat 25 teachers. I'm so thrilled to have her because having

21 (Pages 78 to 81)




Page 82

Page 84

1 technology in the classroom certainly wasn't part of 1 A Thelibrary media specidist. We have -- the
2 what | wasteaching, so I'mlearning alot from her 2 State has provided some funding for purchase of library
3 about how to do that, too. 3 books and classroom sets of books. The classroom sets
4 Q Sheworkswith the teachersin order to train 4  of booksthat are up through fourth grade, so it's only
5 theteachers and instructing the teachersin teaching 5 our fourth grades would be able to take advantage of
6 the children how to research with computers? 6 that, but then thereslibrary booksalso. That piece
7 A Yeah, she goesright in the classroom and, for 7 iscoordinated by aperson at the digtrict level. And
8 ingance, will teach alesson for the teacher to observe 8 then the same wonderful Trinity Church has aso given us
9 what she's doing and how she's teaching the lesson and 9 about $5,000 to buy books on our own.
10 how she integrates the technology and so forth in the 10 Q Isthe person at the district choosing the
11 classroom, so it's great staff devel opment. 11 booksto buy for the library?
12 Q I takeit from your prior testimony that there 12 A Sheasksfor input from the teachers survey
13 isalibrary at the school ? 13 andsoforth. And my library media specialist isthe
14 A Thereisalibrary at the schoal, yes, there 14 onethat meets with her directly on how they're doing
15 is 15 that.
16 Q Do you know when it's open? 16 Q Soisityour planfor next year that the
17 A Right now it's being refurbished. We had 17 library will be open at timesfor the students other
18 volunteersthat camein and did awhole what we call 18 thanjust during class with ateacher?
19 weeding, where you go through and take out all the books | 19 A We hope so, but that will depend on whether we
20 that are not checked out or no longer pertinent, and so 20 havethefunding to have alibrary clerk in there,
21 forth and so on, and on top of doing that, they cleaned 21 because we wouldn't leave children unsupervised in the
22 thewhole place, too, which was great. And they had 22 library. But they certainly will have their regular
23 thesevery nice volunteersthat come from the Trinity 23 classtimeswith additional -- quite a bit of
24 Episcopal Churchin Menlo Park, and they liketo do 24 additiond -- probably close of $20,000 worth of new
25 projects, they cal Do It In A Day. So they came one 25 books.
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1 Saturday with Denise and just pulled every book off 1 Q How have you gone about trying to determine
2 therethat doesn't belong and so forth. And then aso 2 whether you'll have funding for alibrary clerk? Is
3 with the cooperation of Walter, who's the children's 3 that through the district?
4 librarian at the East Palo Alto Library, and so they 4 A | don't know if | understand -- in looking at
5 purchased new books and so forth and bringing that 5 my budget, if | have enough money in personnd to hire
6 library into full usefor next year. 6 that person, | will do that. Otherwise, | will probably
7 Q How long hasit been closed, do you know? 7 beableto use volunteers, because we also have
8 A Wadl, it hasn't been open this year the way we 8 volunteersthat come from Oak Knolls School. Oak Knoll
9 wanted it open. Teacherstakether studentsin there, 9 School adopted usthis year.
10 you know, and check out books and so forth, but the 10 Q What isthat, Oak Knoll School?
11 library was also part of what | supervised when | was 11 A Osk Knoll School is an elementary school in
12 director of curriculum, so | have red strong feelings 12 Menlo Park.
13 about what that ought to be. 13 Q Isthat aprivate school?
14 Q Soit'sbeen available to the teachersto take 14 A No, it'sapublic school.
15 dudentsinthelibrary, but otherwiseit's not been 15 Q What do you mean they adopted you?
16 availableto the students unlessthey go with ateacher? | 16 A Wéll, they decided we would kind of be sister
17 A They must be with ateacher. We also have 17 schools and they have a number of their parents who come
18 three computersin the library, so sometimes when the 18 to volunteer at our school and also we've been doing
19 sudentsareinthelibrary, they would be looking up 19 some student exchange. Their fourth graders wrote
20 thingsin there, too. 20 lettersto our students and then their fifth graders
21 Q Isthere Internet access for these computers as 21 madeavideo so our library media speciaistisaso
22 well? 22 working with them for our children to respond and so
23 A Yes, uh-huh. 23 forth, then we're hoping next year maybe we can actually
24 Q How are you purchasing new books for the 24 physically visit each other and do that kind of thing.
25 library, who's coordinating that? 25 Q Isthisaprogram through the district where --
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1 A No. It'sjust one of those sort of home grown 1 sudents.
2 grassrootsthings that happens. One of the mothers 2 Q Right.
3 over there was volunteering in the school, and | redly 3 A And that's one of theways. Try to take alook
4 don't know how that happened, and she mentioned to other 4 at turnover, because we have quite a bit of transciency,
5 peoplethat she really enjoyed doing that, and it just 5 youknow, alot of insand outs. | don't have that
6 kind of grew and she organized it and -- 6 history at that school to get agood look at that, so we
7 Q Do you have parents at Edison-McNair that 7 put out to the parents an intent to return letter,
8 volunteer? 8 askingthemif asfar asthey knew at this point, did
9 A Sometimes. Most of our parents are working 9 they intend to return so we can get an idea.
10 probably two jobs, so they don't have alot of time. 10 Q When you say "transciency,” what do you mean?
11 But when they have time, they come. These mothersfrom | 11 A People movealot. Particularly now. It seems
12 Oak Knoll School don't work. 12 that people that have been there are telling me -- we
13 (Discussion held off the record.) 13 have parents coming in who are -- they can't afford to
14 BY MS. KOURY: 14 livethere anymore. And they're going to Stockton and
15 Q Can you describe to me any practicesin place 15 Tracy and Modesto and al those kinds of places. So I'm
16 at Edison relating to the number of students allowed to 16 alittle uncertain now.
17 enroll a Edison-McNair? 17 Q Doesthat make your projectionsalittle more
18 A Our classes are generally set at approximately 18 difficult?
19 30 students. 19 A Yes, certainly. If that'saconsistent trend
20 Q Do you know, isthat a practice that'sin place 20 inthat neighborhood and if there aren't people coming
21 at Edison-McNair that's promulgated by some sort of rule 21 into replace them thenit's going to make a difference.
22 or regulation by the Edison Company or isit just a 22 Q Haveyou heard from the other teachers and
23 practice that you havein place? 23 other personnel at Edison-McNair that that isthe trend?
24 A It was apractice that wasin place when | 24 A | think that it's a growing trend, because of
25 arrived. 25 thecost of living here.
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1 Q Do you know where it came about from? 1 Q And the intent to return to the parents, have
2 A No. 2 you dready sent that out this school year?
3 Q Do you know if thereisalimit asto how many 3 A Oh, yes.
4 gudentsthat can enroll at Edison-McNair? 4 Q Have you received the responses?
5 A Yes 5 A Itwasalittlein excess of 80 percent of the
6 Q What'sthat limit? 6 parentsreturned them, and most of the people said they
7 A We have had classes of 32. When we set up for 7 weregoing to return. But then the 20 percent that
8 next year, well set up with higher than 30, because 8 didn't return it are probably likely -- the other thing
9 they dontal arrive, you know. But theintenttois 9 is, Vanessa, right now peopletell you, but they don't
10 average 30 students. So sometimesoneclassmightbea | 10 know what they're going to do next month. They really
11 little higher and one's alittle lower. But we set our 11 truly don't know. They give you their best estimate.
12 budget on an average of 30 students. 12 Q Doesthat makeit even more difficult?
13 Q Do you make projections for the upcoming school | 13 A Surely, uh-huh. We are planning to increase by
14 year of how many students you expect will enroll? 14 oneteacher for next year on the basis of the larger
15 A Yes 15 classcoming ininthe fourth grade.
16 Q And how do you do that? 16 Q Do you look at these projectionsin order to
17 A Weéll, acouple of things. Thefirst thing we 17 determine how many teachers you need?
18 look at iswhat we cdll astraight line projection. Are 18 A Oh, absolutely.
19 you familiar with that? 19 Q And you stated that based on -- or | should
20 Q Why don't you explain that to me. 20 ask, based on this projection you've determined that you
21 A Wsél, youjust move'emall up one. For 21 need one additional teacher?
22 instance, we're expecting to have a higher enrollment 22 A Yes
23 next year because we have 78 eighth graders, but there 23 Q Isthere any other effect that these
24 are 140 third graders coming into fourth grade. So if 24 projections has planning for next school year?
25 you just move everybody up, youre going to have more | 25 A I'mnot sure | understand what you mean.
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1 Q Weél, you say you try to have an average of 30 1 A Yes we'reinthat process right now.
2 sudentsper class. Do you use these projectionsin 2 Q Areyou looking at the number of studentsin
3 order to determine how many classes you'll need? 3 each classthat existed this past school year in order
4 A Yes 4 to determine what students will be in what classes next
5 Q Arethereany collective bargaining 5 year?
6 redrictions on class Size that you're aware of ? 6 A I'mnot sure | understand what you're saying.
7 A Not for Edison. 7 Q Yousad youtry to equalize the classes and
8 Q Isit something specific about Edison that 8 youlook at the number of studentsintheclass. Is
9 applies so that these restrictions don't apply? 9 that what you're doing right now for next year?
10 A Wedon't -- aren't apart of al parts of that 10 A Yes
11 collective bargaining agreement, and you could check 11 Q How do you do that? Areyou looking a a
12 with Edison New Y ork, but when they -- my understanding | 12 school roster that existed for this past school year?
13 iswhen they do the charter and then they make 13 A Weactualy take the students that are enrolled
14 agreementsto what partsthey will agreeto or not. 14 now and then we will include the third graders coming up
15 Q What parts of the collective bargaining -- 15 from Brentwood that will come to usin fourth grade, and
16 A Widl, for instance, in the collective 16 theteacher fills out a card with the student's name
17 bargaining agreement it says, how many days, you know, 17 and, you know, their reading level and whether it'sa
18 and hours and working conditions. Well, obvioudy our 18 boy or girl and al those kind of things and then we try
19 teacherswork more days and more hours, and they're 19 to-- by using those cards, establish balanced classes.
20 compensated for that, so we don't follow their salary 20 You know, balanced boysand girlsand --
21 scale here because we pay more for our teachers. 21 Q Do you aso try to balance -- you said earlier
22 Q Do you know for classes that have more than 30 22 balance the needs of the students?
23 students, isthere any additional support provided to 23 A Yes
24 theteachers? In other words, are there any teacher 24 Q What do you mean by that?
25 aidsthat float around classes? 25 A Wadl, wetry not to have agenus grouping. You
Page 91 Page 93
1 A No, we might have them have -- but we don't 1 know, if you had 30 children, idedly you'd have five
2 have any specific teacher aids, but they might have, you 2 that are excelling and 20 who are somewhere in the
3 know, more volunteers assigned to them, et cetera. And 3 middle and five who needed help and so forth. But aso
4  that -- with the transciency that we have, you know, you 4 we have English language learners that depending on
5 could have 33 students this week and next week you could 5 their level, might benefit from having teachers fluent
6 have29. Soitvaries. It pretty well evens out, and 6 in Spanish. Even though the Proposition 227 | dont,
7 wetry to when we enroll makeit equitable. 7 think requiresthat. We find that that's hel pful.
8 Q How do you to that? How do you try and make it 8 Q Right. Haveyou ever -- are you aware of any
9 equitable? 9 of your classes that don't have enough chairs for
10 A | look at how many students are in each class 10 studentsin class?
11 and unlessthat child has a particular need that could 11 A No.
12 be addressed better by a particular teacher, then | 12 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints that
13 would assign the students to the class that has the 13 there weren't adequate chairsfor studentsin any of
14 least enrollment. 14 your classes?
15 Q When you say you look at the number of students 15 A No. We have extra chairsin the storeroom so |
16 ineachclass-- 16 doubt that.
17 A Enrolled, uh-huh. 17 Q How about enough space for desks for students
18 Q -- areyou projecting for next year to equalize 18 inclasses, have you ever been aware of aclass that
19 the classes or are you looking at the number of students 19 didn't have sufficient desk space?
20 for each classthat werein that classthisyear in 20 A No.
21 order to determine what classes -- let me withdraw that 21 Q Isthereadesk for each student in the
22 question. 22 clases?
23 Have you begun to try to set forth a schedule 23 A Our classes are with tables. We emphasize
24 for the number of students and what students will bein 24 cooperative learning and the use of cooperative groups.
25 each classfor next year? 25 Soif you went in our school, you'd see that they have
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1 largetablesand the children Sit at the table. 1 (different, | guess. The new tablesdid arrive, but, of
2 Q Wasthat apurposeful decision to usetablesin 2 course, one of them arrived damaged.
3 order to effectuate that cooperative learning -- 3 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints at
4 A Yes 4 Edison-McNair from parents that their student is not
5 MR. JACOBS: Lacksfoundation. 5 receiving sufficient attention from a teacher?
6 BY MS. KOURY: 6 A No, not that | can think of specificaly.
7 Q Isthat "yes'? You canignore his objection. 7 Q Haveyou heard from other teachers that they've
8 A Yes, itispurposeful, because part of your 8 received complaints from parents that the student is not
9 dff development is emphasizing trying to use 9 receiving sufficient attention from a teacher?
10 cooperative groups. 10 A I'm not sure what you're asking me when you say
11 Q Isityour understanding that each student has 11 “sufficient attention.”
12 aufficient space at the table in order to study and 12 Q Haveyou ever received acomplaint from a
13 learn? 13 parent or have you heard of another teacher receiving a
14 A Yes 14 complaint from a parent that they don't fedl asif their
15 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints that 15 student isableto ask questions of the teacher or
16 therewasn't sufficient table space for students? 16 receive answers from the teacher when they want to ask a
17 A No. 17 quedtion or need an answer?
18 Q Isthere acafeteriaat the school ? 18 A Yeah, fromtimeto timein any school I've been
19 A Yes 19 in, there's been some parentsthat doesn't feel their
20 Q Do dl the students eat lunch at the same time 20 child gets as much attention asthey need. That often
21 or arethere separate recesses for lunch? 21 comes up after the child has gotten in some kind of
22 A No, we have four different timesfor lunch. 22 difficulty and the teachers expressed some concern. A
23 Actualy, now we havefive different times. Wechanged | 23 parent might say, well, if he had more attention, you
24 one 24 know, moretime, maybe we can get into that, but that's
25 Q Areyou -- do you ever observe the students 25 not unique to this school or this situation.
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1 during lunchtime? 1 Q Canyou specifically recal receiving any such
2 A Yes 11:00to 1:00. 2 complaint while you've been at Edison-McNair?
3 Q How often? 3 A Not specificaly, no.
4 A Most days. 4 Q Have you received any complaints from the
5 Q How do you observe them? 5 teachersthat they fed asif they're not able to give
6 A I'minthe cafeteria 6 sufficient attention to the students in the classes?
7 Q When you say between 11:00 and 1:00, does that 7 A I've never known ateacher that didn't feel
8 cover dl four shifts of the lunch break? 8 that they'd like to be able to give more attention to
9 A Uh-huh. 12:45, actudly. 9 thechildren. | mean, you awaysfed -- particularly
10 Q Isthere sufficient capacity in the cafeteria 10 if you fed you have many children that have great
11 for the students to eat lunch? 11 needs, you dwaysfed you'd like to give more
12 A Yes Weve had part of the year, though, that 12 attention. | would like to give more attention.
13 we had some tables that broke and so we just received 13 Q Have you received any specific complaints about
14  our new tables. It takes about four weeks when they 14 theteacherswanting to at Edison-McNair?
15 break. And then the students that didn't have room to 15 A Not -- | can't think of any specific. | think
16 dtat thetable, they actually sat on the stage. 16 it'smore, gee, | wish | had more time, you know. |
17 Q Didyou ever receive any complaints for the 17 don't think of any specific.
18 lack of tables during the interim period when you were 18 Q Do you have an opportunity during the school
19 waiting for the new tablesto arrive? 19 daysto observe the campus and the conditions on campus?
20 A From students or parents, you mean? 20 A Yes
21 Q From either. 21 Q How do you do that?
22 A No, infact, the students, what | have to say 22 A By walking around and looking &t things.
23 isthere's at leadt five seats over there, so go sit at 23 Q How often do you observe the bathrooms at
24 thetable, because they like to go and sit on the stage. 24 Edison-McNair?
25 They think that'sfun, | guess. | don't why, it's 25 A Probably just about every day. 1 mean,
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1 because, you know, there are children in there and I'm 1 the campus, the campusis open and people can walk back
2 urging themto go to class and that kind of thing. 2 and forth across there from one school to the other and
3 Q And do you go into the girl's bathrooms then? 3 soforth any time they want, so that was just
4 A Yes 4  congantly --
5 Q Do you go into the boy's bathrooms? 5 Q What do you mean from one school to another?
6 A Yes, but not so much during school time or not 6 A Wadl, Brentwood ison one side. Brentwood is
7 if therésaboy in there. 7 here, and then their play yard and some field and trees
8 Q Right. 8 and then our play yard and our school. Soit's
9 A Butldogoin. 9 basicaly on one big piece of property.
10 Q How about during class, do you observe 10 Q IsBrentwood ahigh school ?
11 classroomswhile classis being conducted? 11 A No, Brentwood is our primary, Edison's primary
12 A Sure 12 school. They havetheK through 3 kids. And then 49ers
13 Q About how often? 13 Academy isright over herein the same piece of
14 A | wak around the school and walk in and out of 14 property. Then the football field, and then the Boys
15 classrooms, gee, just about any day I'm there, and I'm 15 and Girls Clubsright in front there. Soit's open.
16 there most days. 16 It'snot fenced off, so anybody can come through and
17 Q Do you ohserve the other areas such as water 17 whack the drinking fountain.
18 fountains? 18 Q But your courtyard is fenced off?
19 A Surely. 19 A Yeah, it actually has doors, not fences. Doors
20 Q How many water fountains are there at 20 that are closed and locked.
21 Edison-McNair? 21 Q How about, isthere agym at Edison-McNair?
22 A We have two inside the courtyard. Each one of 22 A That'sthe cafeteria. It'sthe--wecal ita
23 them asthree fountain heads. And then there was one 23 multiple-useroom. So it hasastage and it has
24 outsde and it wasn't working and we had it refurbished, | 24 basketball hoops and it has a place for eating. We aso
25 but wevereally given up onit. We keep the courtyard 25 arevery fortunate because we have the Boys and Girls
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1 open so thekids can comein, because, you know, on 1 Club next door, and they redlly participate with usa
2 weekendsand at night peoplejust wrecked that. You 2 great deal. So our physical education classes may be
3 can't keep it functioning. 3 hedd there, you know, and --
4 Q Theoneoutside? 4 Q Areyou able to observe the playground or the
5 A Theonethat's outside, yeah. The onesinthe 5 play area?
6 courtyard, you know, we lock the courtyard at night, we 6 A Uh-huh.
7 protect those. But the one outside we cant, but at 7 Q Isthat referred to as the playground?
8 thispoint, weve repaired it and repaired it, but it 8 A Uh-huh.
9 seemslikeimmediately after you fix it, somebody breaks 9 Q Isit blacktop?
10 or does something that has to be repaired. 10 A Yeah, asphalt.
11 Q Inother words, vandalism? 11 Q Arethereany other play areas such asfields
12 A Yeah. 12 or grassfields?
13 Q Whenyou say "outside," whereisit located 13 A Thereisthe usual asphalt and the basketball.
14 outsde? 14 Then on one side there's what we call a structure. You
15 A Edison-McNair isbuiltina"U" -- asquare 15 know, it has an area with the wood chipsin it and the
16 redly, and it hasacourtyard in theinterior. Onthe 16 different structuresto play on and then just beyond
17 outsidein the back, towards the play yard, there'sa 17 that thereisafootball fidld and the kids may play
18 fountain there, but we pretty much -- wejust let the 18 football or soccer or whatever over there.
19 kidscomeinside, because we can't keep that one 19 Q Areyou able to observe that on a daily basis?
20 operable. 20 A Sure. Well, not every day, but most days.
21 Q The"U" that you described, is fenced off or 21 Usually at lunchtime the noon supervisors are outside
22 the courtyard's fenced off? 22 and I'minthe cafeteria, and then | will walk outside,
23 A lthasdoors. 23 but I'm not out there al thetime.
24 Q Whereasthe one outside has no fence? 24 Q Approximately how many times aweek do you
25 A No, it'sopen, and if you were familiar with 25 think you walk out there?
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1 A Oh, gosh, | don't know. Most days, probably, 1 science coordinator.
2 for acertain amount of time. 2 Q Other than surveying the teachersto determine
3 Q Aretherepracticesin place at Edison for 3 what textbooks or instructional materials they need,
4 purchasing textbooks and other instructional materials? 4 what else does the curriculum coordinator do?
5 A What do you mean "practicesin place"? 5 A The curriculum coordinator may give lessons for
6 Q How do you purchase textbooks at Edison-McNair? 6 other teachersto observe in that particular area. We
7 A Widl, we have curriculum coordinators. 7 haveadgresat deal of support for teachers from Edison,
8 Teacherswho -- we have one that'sin charge of math and 8 sofor instance, we have aregiona math coordinator and
9 onein charge of socia studies and then we have people 9 heworkswith our site coordinator on what needs to
10 incharge of the SF.A. and so forth, and they survey 10 happen and makes sure that were on target. He comesto
11 theteachersto see what their needs are and then they 11 visit and he visitswith our math coordinator, visits
12 make up their orders and they giveit to the business 12 the classes and gives us areport and our math
13 manager and he ordersiit. 13 coordinator follows up on -- you know, are the teachers
14 Q Do you ever seethe orders or do they go 14 on schedule, are they doing what they're supposed to be
15 directly to the business manager? 15 doing, istheinstruction -- and they always leave their
16 A They go directly to the business manager. | 16 commendations and their recommendations when they come,
17 canreview it if | have any questions about it, but | 17 with the on-site coordinators, with them. Same thing,
18 dont redly because the teachers are pretty -- we've 18 the SF.A. hasaperson that comes.
19 dready discussed, you know, what needs to be and what 19 Q Arecurriculum coordinators paid through the
20 happens, so the coordinators know what they need to get. 20 general fund, through your staffing fund?
21 Q Do you know where the business manager sends 21 A Wegive'emastipend, yesh.
22 the purchase orders? 22 Q Inother words, do you know if the money from
23 A Not specificaly, but he orders through Edison, 23 whichthey'repaidis--
24 sowherever thet is. 24 A It'sout of the budget, sure.
25 Q You said that the curriculum coordinators have 25 Q Soit'sthedistrict budget?
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1 theteachers-- I'm sorry, survey the teachers? 1 A It'sinthe budget. It'sour budget.
2 A They survey the teachers and ask them -- for 2 Q Whenyou say "our," do you mean --
3 instance, you know, particularly thistime of year we're 3 A The coordinator's budget.
4 getting our orders together for next year because maybe 4 Q Soarethey specificaly paid from Edison as
5 asocia studies book has been damaged or lost or 5 youareasyou stated earlier?
6 something and so we need to replace, and they will make 6 A The coordinators, if they're paid a stipend,
7 thoseorderstofill in. 7 then that comes from Edison.
8 Q Arethese surveyswritten or are they oral? 8 Q What about these curriculum coordinators, the
9 A It depends on the coordinator. 9 peopleyoujust --
10 Q Haveyou ever seen awritten survey froma 10 A That stipend check would come from Edison,
11 teacher that's given to the curriculum coordinator? 11 uh-huh.
12 A No, | don't think so. 12 Q Soin addition to the math coordinators, do the
13 Q Haveyou ever heard -- 13 other coordinators also provide support to the teachers
14 A | don'trecal. 14 intraining?
15 Q Do you have some understanding that some of 15 A Yes. Oneof themisnew enough that heis
16 these surveysarewritten? 16 making sure about the materials and he did a science
17 A Yes, surely. 17 fair and al that, but he doesn't fed he's prepared to
18 Q What isthat understanding based on? 18 givethelessonsto observe, but then he'sin the
19 A Onwhat the curriculum coordinator has told me. 19 seven-eight house, and he's the only science teacher, so
20 Q How many curriculum coordinators do you have? 20 there'snot alot of cal to observe what he's doing.
21 A Wadll, let's see, in seventh and eighth grade we 21 Q Do you know how often the curriculum
22 have areading-writing coordinator. We have amath 22 coordinators survey the teachers to determine their
23 coordinator that does all the grades. We have the 23 needsfor the textbooks and instructional materials?
24 SF.A. reading coordinator for grades four, five and 24 A Wadll, theredlly formal times are like now to
25 sx. Wehaveasocid science coordinator and wehavea | 25 make sure they have their ordersin for next year. Our
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1 new budget starts July 1, asdo regular schools, and so 1 Q And you just mentioned writing inside
2 they will put these orders on our new budget so we have 2 textbooks. Do you consider writing in atextbook to be
3 themintime for school to start, and then they'll check 3 damaged?
4 again, you know, when the teachers come back aweek 4 A If wecan't cleanit up, you know, and make the
5 before, do you have everything. Y ou know, is everything 5 book redly usable, we would reorder. You'd haveto use
6 right. Do you have everything you need, and so forth. 6 your judgment on whether you think the damage makesit
7 Andif there were some shortage, they would take care of 7 soit'snot ausable textbook.
8 it. And then during the year, you know, ateacher can 8 Q Haveyou heard curriculum coordinators have
9 any time say that they have some books missing or 9 ingtructed teachers directly that having a book that has
10 something has happened and they need more and they could | 10 writing in it that can not be cleaned up is considered
11 order them for them. 11 damaged?
12 Q Do the curriculum coordinators advise the 12 A Yes
13 teachers on how to determine whether they need more 13 Q What else have you heard or ingtruct -- have
14  textbooks or what kinds of instructional materials or 14 you heard teachers -- I'm sorry.
15 textbooksthey needs? 15 What else do the curriculum coordinators tell
16 A They tell them what they're supposed to have. 16 teachersisconsdered damaged other than writing in
17 Otherwise the math teacher -- we have Chicago Math, we 17 books?
18 would tell 'em what the components of that program are 18 A Weél, it would be, you know, like some page has
19 and what you're supposed to have in your room, and then 19 beentornout of it or something of that kind, that
20 theteacherswould check to seeif they have all of 20 would be a damaged book.
21 that. Theend of the year, hell collect agreat dea 21 Q Haveyou heard curriculum coordinators tell
22  of those things himself individually and go over them 22 teachersthat?
23 himself to make sure that -- 23 A Wevediscussed this openly in faculty meetings
24 Q Whenyou say "collect,” collect what, 24 about, you know, if the books are damaged, then they
25 ingtructional materialsthat exist? 25 need to be surveyed and we need to replace them.
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1 A Uh-huh. 1 Q Haveyou discussed at faculty meetings that
2 Q And textbooks? 2 pagestorn out of booksis considered damaged?
3 A Uh-huh. Part of it isthese games and things 3 A You know, | don't know if that specific
4 that arein addition to the textbooks to make sure he 4  statement was made but | mean that seems like common
5 wants-- he'sjust that kind of guy, he wants to 5 sensetome.
6 personaly check and seethat al of the components are 6 Q What about graffiti in textbooks, is that the
7 there and everything's ready for when the teachers come 7 samething aswriting to you?
8 back, and -- 8 A Yeah, that could be.
9 Q Youdo you know the curriculum coordinators 9 Q Isthere any other way that you could define a
10 advise the teachersto survey the textbooksto determine | 10 book to be damaged other than what we've just discussed,
11 whether the textbooks that they currently have or the 11 whichiswriting in the textbooks and pages torn out?
12 instructional materialsthat they currently have are 12 A Yeah, if it was dumped in a puddle, that does
13 damaged? 13 itusualy. Sometimesit'samatter of just fromloss.
14 A Oh, yes, I'msure. 14 Like abook went home, but it never came back, that kind
15 Q How do you know that? 15 of thing, and we reorder. They know they'll have a
16 A How do | know that they do that? 16 full compliment of materials. Edison'svery good about
17 Q Yes 17 materids.
18 A Weél, because |'ve heard them say it out loud 18 Q Do you know if the curriculum coordinators
19 inthe faculty meeting, be sure that you check all your 19 ingtruct the teachers to survey the textbooks to see if
20 booksto seeif they're written in or damaged in some 20 they're outdated or do the curriculum coordinators
21 way. 21 themselves survey the textbooksto determineif they're
22 Q Do you know what happens if ateacher 22 outdated?
23 determines, when he or sheis conducting a survey, that 23 A Thetextbooks would not be outdated.
24 some of their textbooks are damaged? 24 Q Why isthat?
25 A Then those would be reordered. 25 A Wédll, because there's a particular textbook
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1 cyclethat's established by the State so you'd be within 1 order in to the business manager?
2 that cycle. 2 A Thebusiness manager would put the order in to
3 Q How do you insure that textbooks -- or do you 3 Edison.
4 insure that the textbooks are within that cycle? 4 Q Werethese textbooks for the students or just
5 A How do you insure that? 5 teacher's editions?
6 Q Correct. 6 A It'sthe updated teacher's edition.
7 A Weéll, the -- when it comes to Edison, they take 7 Q You said that sometimes -- I'm sorry, |
8 careof that. What you're asking meiscalling for my 8 withdraw that.
9 prior knowledge from another situation. Isthat what 9 What happens at Edison-McNair if ateacher
10 you want to know, is how thisis done? 10 determinesthat there's been aloss of a book because a
11 Q No. At Edison-McNair, how isit insured? 11 sudent hastaken it home and it hasn't been returned?
12 A Edison would make sure. They check with all 12 A If it's determined that the student lost a
13 the statesthey deal with and what's on the -- what can 13 book, then the student is requested for the money to
14 be used and what can't be. 14 replaceit.
15 Q When you say that Edison checks, what do you 15 Q Sinceyou've been at Edison, have you learned
16 mean by that? 16 of any textbooks being lost because they've been taken
17 A Weéll, the company checks. 17 home and not returned?
18 Q Do they give you information about what 18 A Yes
19 textbooksyou are -- 19 Q Do you know about how many textbooks have been
20 A Absolutely. One of the things about Edison is 20 lost?
21 they're very specific about what the curriculum will be. 21 A No.
22 Wewill use Success For All, they useit nationwide. We | 22 Q Could you give me an estimate as to whether
23 use Chicago Math, they use it nationwide, et cetera. 23 that's more than 20 textbooks?
24 Q Sodoyoureceivethisinformation at the end 24 A | redly would not know because that wouldn't
25 of the school year to determine whether your textbooks 25 behandled by me.
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1 that you currently have are the latest book cycle. 1 Q Whowould it be handled by?
2 A If there were aneed for a change, then the 2 A Weéll, the teacher and the clerk would probably
3 company would inform us. Otherwise, we would continue 3 deal with that.
4 with what we're doing. 4 Q Whenyou say "clerk," what clerk?
5 Q Isthisyour first year at Edison-McNair during 5 A Officeclerk in our school. Well, the genera
6 which you're purchasing textbooks for the next school 6 processwould be the teacher would ask the business
7 year? Inother words, you weren't involved in 7 manager how much did that book cost, and then they ask
8 purchasing textbooks last school year, were you? 8 the parent to pay for the book, which may or may not
9 A No, no, | didn't even come to the site until 9 happen. Butit'saregular process, | think, done
10 the 1<t of August. 10 through most digtricts.
11 Q Have you received anything since you've been a 11 (Discussion held off the record.)
12 Edison-McNair from Edison indicating that anew cycleis | 12 (Lunch recess.)
13 uportheres-- 13 BY MS KOURY:
14 A No, the only thing that | know that was 14 Q Did you have anicelunch?
15 gpecifically changing is there's been an update in the 15 A Yes, | had anicelunch.
16 teacher's editions for the Chicago Math, so we are going 16 Q Did you consume any acohol over lunch?
17 to purchase the newer editions of those materials. 17 A No.
18 Q How did you learn that there was an update? 18 MR. JACOBS: You asked the studentsthat. | saw
19 A Theregional math coordinator and then we have 19 thatinatranscript.
20 national principals meetings, and | believe it was 20 MS. KOURY: Did you consume any alcohol?
21 mentioned there, too. 21 MR. JACOBS: At least that'safair question.
22 Q So how are you going about to purchase the new 22 BY MS. KOURY:
23 updated math textbooks? 23 Q Beforewe concluded for lunch, we were
24 A Wejust put an order in and it comes. 24  discussing textbooks. Does Edison adopt a new and
25 Q When you say you put an order in, you put an 25 updated textbook for each subject area on a seven-year
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1 cycle? 1 Q You don't have an understanding as to whether
2 A | cant tell you that because | haven't been 2 Edison followsthat cycle or not?
3 with themlong enough to know. But I'm sure that 3 A | would assume so.
4 whatever the law statesis what they have to have asfar 4 Q Why do you assume so?
5 asbeing in compliance with the -- would be true. I've 5 A Becausetheir materials are very current and
6 only beenthere ayear. 6 timely and are within, you know, the guidelines. If
7 Q Before we went to lunch, we were discussing the 7 anything, they might possibly be even newer than what
8 adoption of the history teacher edition textbook. When 8 the Staterequires. | know that the statement is that
9 vyou referred to it as an adoption, what did you mean by 9 they will not be changing -- thisis probably not
10 that? 10 necessary to say, but one of the things that drives
11 A 1 think | wastalking about math, wasn't 1? | 11 principasand teachers crazy isthat changing too
12 said we were going to get an updated math teacher's 12 often. So, you know, they just get a new school board
13 edition. 13 and anew superintendent and there you go, you're going
14 Q I'msorry, you did say math. 14 to make somekind of change that's very difficult. What
15 A Yeah, but | don't think the Social Science was 15 Edison has said isthat within their five-year time,
16 changed. 16 that to the best of their ability they will not make
17 Q What was your understanding when you used the | 17 changes. Otherwise, | can consider that Success For All
18 word "adoption” with respect to the math teacher's 18 isgoing to be there for the length of the contract, and
19 edition textbooks, what does that mean, adoption? 19 that Chicago Math would be, too. Now, I'm sureif there
20 A Widl, | don't know if adoption was the right 20 wasareason why it wasn't compliant with the State,
21 word. They have notified usthat they have an 21 thenthey would adjust to that.
22 updated -- a newer edition of the teacher's component 22 Q What do you base your opinion that the
23 for the math, and so they notified us because if we 23 textbooksa Edison-McNair are timely and current? What
24 were -- made that order within certain such and such a 24 do you base that opinion on?
25 time, we could get a better price and we wanted to get 25 A Wel, oneisthe publisher's dates and the
Page 115 Page 117
1 thenewones. | wouldn't say it's new adoption, the 1 other thing is because curriculum instruction is my
2 publisher's coming out with a new edition apparently of 2 particular area. They certainly are state of the art
3 their teacher's edition, as | understand. 3 asfar aswhat's considered best for students at this
4 Q What's your understanding of how Edison 4 point.
5 determines when to update textbooks? 5 Q Areyou familiar with the publisher date for
6 A | redly don't know the answer to that. 6 thetextbooksthat are used at your school?
7 Q But your understanding isthat they do 7 A | cant tell the exact date, but they're all
8 determine when textbooks need to be updated? 8 fairly recent.
9 MR. JACOBS: Lacksfoundation. 9 Q So you've had an opportunity to review the
10 THE WITNESS: Oh, surely. What | know isthat 10 publisher datesfor the textbooks at Edison --
11 they did agreat deal of research before they ever open 11 A Sure. They'reright in front of the book.
12 on determining what really made a differencein 12 Q I'mjust going to ask you to let me finish my
13 education and student achievement, and then they adopted | 13 question.
14  those programs that best suited that research. 14 A Oh, I'msorry.
15 BY MS. KOURY: 15 Q Only to make the record clear.
16 Q How do you know that? 16 A Okay. Sure.
17 A Because that's what I've been told. 17 Q And with respect to the curriculum, do you ever
18 Q Do you know if Edison follows the seven-year 18 seethe various curriculums for the core courses at your
19 adoption cycle that the State promulgates with 19 school?
20 textbooks? 20 A What do you mean?
21 A | don't know that for afact. | assume so. 21 Q You dtated that the curriculums at
22 Q Areyou familiar from your past background as a 22 Edison-McNair are timely and current. How do you know
23 principal and as an educational administrator with the 23 that?
24 seven-year adoption cycle? 24 A Based on my knowledge of education.
25 A Yes 25 Q Do you review the curriculums for the various
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1 coursesat Edison-McNair? 1 utilized that way.
2 A Do you mean curriculums or -- you were talking 2 Q Do you know if that happens at Edison at all?
3 about materials. Do | review the materials and see what 3 A Wedo paired reading, but in our SFA, al the
4 the-- what isintended to be taught and how it'sto be 4 children have materials. The teacher might make a
5 taught, yes. Isthat what you mean? 5 choiceto have them share because of what they're trying
6 Q Yes 6 toteach, but they have materiasfor every child.
7 A Okay. 7 Q How do you insure that that happens, that each
8 Q And based on your review of that, you've 8 sudent at Edison-McNair hastheir own textbooks and/or
9 determined that they are timely and current? 9 ingructiona materialsto usein class?
10 A Yes 10 A Weéll, for instance, we're talking about SFA,
11 Q And you stated that changing too often 11 and the curriculum coordinator would check with the
12 sometimes-- and | don't want to mischaracterize your 12 teachersto make sure that they have what they need.
13 testimony -- frustrates teachers and administrators. 13 And besides, the teachers are quite free to tell you if
14 Y ou mean changing textbooks too often? 14 they are short of anything. They will tell you.
15 A Uh-huh. 15 Q Aretheteachersinstructed that each student
16 Q Whyisthat? 16 should have hisor her own textbook to use in class?
17 A Well, and | haven't dealt with this here, but 17 A They areinformed, what are al the materials
18 inmy past history, it was because it appeared to be 18 that they should have for teaching reading or math or
19 done capricioudly and without the research and so forth 19 whateveritis, and -- so they know that they're
20 that Edison does, but just because -- you know, there's 20 entitled to have that for every student.
21 all kindsof political thingsthere. You'll have 21 Q How arethey informed about that?
22 someone who feelsavery traditional math program should | 22 A Weéll, the coordinators go over with them, not
23 bethere or you'l have people who think it should be -- 23 only how the instruction isto be given, but what
24 theN.C.T., National Council of Teachers, whichisa 24 materidsthey're supposed to have.
25 much more understanding based type of thing. And so, 25 Q You gavethe example of the curriculum frame
Page 119 Page 121
1 youknow, ateacher could be trained to use one program 1 work for the R.F.A. program? I'm sorry, am | misstating
2 and then somebody decides, well, were going to change 2 that?
3 it, and it's not necessarily in ateacher's mind or 3 MR. JACOBS: SFA.
4 educational reasons. And then that means that, you 4 MS. KOURY: Thank you.
5 know, they have to relearn and start a new thing and so 5 Q The SFA program? Isthat -- the example that
6 forth when what they're doing they may have felt was 6 you gave, isthat also true for the other curriculum
7 successful. 7 coordinators?
8 Q And so Edison tries not to make changes? 8 A What, that the curriculum coordinator would ask
9 A Theytry notto. Intheir research -- my 9 for feedback from the teachers?
10 understanding of their research isthat this was one of 10 Q Exactly.
11 thethings that was not helpful to studentswasto bein 11 A Sure.
12 that kind of turmoil. Y ou know, have some consistency. | 12 Q And do the curriculum coordinators do this
13 Q Isthereapolicy or apracticein place at 13 throughout the school year, or isthisjust done once
14 Edison-McNair that each student be provided atextbook | 14 throughout the school year?
15 and/or instructional materialsto usein class? 15 A No, they need to do it throughout the year,
16 A Yes 16 because of the -- you know, the teachers and students
17 Q Isthat policy such that students have their 17 need to have the material so if somehow they were short,
18 own textbook to usein class as opposed to having to 18 thenit needsto bereordered. Theonly placel can
19 sharewith other students? 19 think of where that might fail, isif the teacher smply
20 A They have their own textbooks, yes. There can 20 didnt tell them, because that would be unusual. You
21 betimes-- | don't believeit'strue at this school, 21 know, because teachers want their materials. | suppose
22 but sometimes materials are bought intentionally to be 22 if they didn't say that they were short, but that's not
23 used in cooperative groups, or for instance, you know, a | 23 likely.
24 pair to share reading where you intentionally would be 24 Q And areteachersinformed that they should make
25 buying onefor every two because you want that to be 25 it known when they are missing --
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1 A Sure. Absolutely. 1 Q Do you know if that happened at all this past
2 Q Isthat done at faculty meetings that you 2 school year?
3 inform the teachers that they should advise the 3 A Probably not this year, because our enrollment
4 curriculum coordinators when they're missing material s? 4 wasn't as high aswe anticipated. So if anything, we
5 A Yes Andit'saso discussed at lead teacher 5 probably had extra.
6 meetings so that the leads go back to their houses and 6 Q Isthereaprocedure in place at Edison for
7 remind them. 7 purchasing additional textbooks or other instructional
8 Q Areyou at the lead meetings? 8 materiasonce the school year's begun if ateacher
9 A Yesh. 9 determinesthat atextbook islost?
10 Q Isthereapoalicy or practicein place at 10 A Oh, surely. All they haveto do is say that
11 Edison-McNair to insure that the students have their own 11 they needit andit'sordered. It'sthat smple.
12 textbook and/or instructional materials to take home for 12 Q Would that go through the curriculum
13 purposes of doing homework if the homework assignment 13 coordinator?
14 requiresthe textbook or instructional materials? 14 A They could do it in a couple of ways. They
15 A If ateacher were giving a homework assignment 15 could go to the curriculum coordinator or they could
16 that required the use of the textbook, then they would 16 tell their houselead, or if -- they could even go
17 need to have the textbook and they would know that. You | 17 directly to the business manager.
18 wouldn't give an assgnment to a child to do homework 18 Q Would the same procedure apply if ateacher
19 from atextbook if you don't have oneto give him. That 19 determined that atextbook were damaged in his or her
20 doesn't make sense. 20 classand anew textbook needed to be purchased?
21 Q How do you insure that there are textbooks to 21 A Sure
22 take home for purposes of doing homework if the teacher 22 Q Hasthat cometo your attention at all while
23 decidesto assign homework from the textbook? 23 you've been at Edison-McNair that this has happened,
24 A I'mnot sure | understand your question. 24 either atextbook islost throughout the school year or
25 Q Isityour understanding that it's the teachers 25 isdamaged and ateacher needs to purchase an additional
Page 123 Page 125
1 discretion whether to assign homework or not at 1 textbook?
2 Edison-McNair? 2 A Yes, | believe that books have been purchased
3 A No, they assign homework. But whether that 3 during the year.
4 homework would require the use of atextbook, not 4 Q What do you base that belief on?
5 necessarily. 5 A From the business manager.
6 Q It'sup to the teacher's discretion? 6 Q Hashe or sheinformed you that additional
7 A Uh-huh, yeah. 7 books have been bought?
8 Q Andif ateacher exercisesthat discretion and 8 A Some books have been purchased, surely.
9 assgns homework from atextbook, isthere any -- do you 9 Q Do you know what happened in the interim or how
10 have any assurance that there are sufficient textbooks 10 longit takesfor the additional textbooksto be
11 for those children to take home to do that homework 11 purchased?
12 assgnment? 12 A To be purchased, to be ordered, to be
13 A Wadll, there's nothing that requires you having 13 delivered? I'm not sure what -- | mean, how long from
14 double sets of books. | don't think most schools could 14 theteacher saysthey don't haveit until they get it?
15 readlly afford that. In some caseswe actualy do. But 15 Q Exactly.
16 if ateacher isgoing to assign work that requires a 16 A | don't know for sure. It probably varies
17 textbook, they would have to let the student take the 17 depending onwhat itis. You know, the availability and
18 textbook home. Other than that, they should be, you 18 soforth.
19 know, assigning a different kind of homework. 19 Q What doesthe teacher do, if anything, to
20 Q Do you have any procedure in place to purchase 20 insurethat a student is able to continue learning in
21 additional books at the beginning of the school year if 21 that classfor that period when he or she doesn't have a
22 you determine that there are more students enrolled in a 22 textbook?
23 classthan were expected? 23 A Weéll, if that were to happen, where they were
24 A Oh, yes, you just put an order in and it's sent 24 redly short, the student could be sharing with another
25 toyou. 25 dudent for that -- in the classroom. Sometimes, you
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1 know, maybe that classroom next door doesn't have as 1 that comfortable, they'd be very comfortable about
2 many students, they borrow from that teacher for the 2 comingin, | think, and telling her.
3 timebeing and so forth. 3 Q Hassheever told you that she'sreceived a
4 Q Hasit cometo your attention while you've been 4 complaint about textbooks?
5 therethat that has occurred, that there's been a 5 A No, shedidnt.
6 shortage of textbooks because a textbook is either lost 6 Q Do you have an understanding of what are core
7 or damaged and a student in aclass did not have a 7 subjects at Edison-McNair as opposed to non-core
8 textbook until the new textbook was ordered and came? 8 subjects?
9 A No. 9 A Weéll, the core subjects, of course, are all the
10 Q Soyoudont have any -- 10 academic areas. We do, though, try to not -- what
1 A | had one situation where the teacher had taken 11 should | say -- not denigrate, for instance, drama or
12 in-- took an additional student, and the class a couple 12 world language or any of those just because they're
13 of doors down had fewer students, and we moved thebook | 13 special. We want those to be considered by the children
14 from one room to the other. 14 to beasimportant as anything elseis. But | think
15 Q But other than that, it's not come to your 15 when educators are speaking about core subjects, they're
16 attention that there's been a shortage of textbooksin 16 generally talking about science, social science,
17 any class during which time the student didn't have a 17 reading, language and math.
18 textbook? 18 Q When you say "social science," isthat the same
19 A Huh-uh. 19 thing as socia studies?
20 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints from 20 A Higtory, socia science, history, social
21 parents about textbooks or the lack of textbooks or 21 sudies, whatever. You know, it'sall those things.
22 ingructional materials while you've been principa at 22 Q At Edison-McNair, isit ateacher's discretion
23 Edison-McNair? 23 whether to use atextbook for these core courses, or is
24 A No, not that | can recall. 24 it your understanding that -- I'll leave it at that. Is
25 Q How would aparent go about complaining if he 25 it ateacher's discretion whether to use textbooks for
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1 or shewanted to about the lack of textbooks? 1 corecourses?
2 A Wél, they could walk in and tell me, call me 2 A No, they're expected to use what Edison
3 onthe phone, write me anote, whatever. 3 provides.
4 Q Isthere any other type of procedurein place 4 Q And does Edison provide textbooks for al the
5 for parentsto state complaints about textbooks or 5 core courses?
6 instructional materials? 6 A Textbooks specificaly or are you saying the
7 A I'mnot sure | understand what you mean. 7 educational materials that might be necessary, because
8 Q Haveyou received any -- I'm sorry. 8 sometimes -- for instance, in recent yearsin the
9 Do you have any sort of bulletins or fliers 9 science adoptions, they weren't textbooks.
10 that go home to parentsto allow them -- or to inform 10 Q When you say "science adoptions," you mean the
11 themthat if they wanted to place a complaint about 11 State's?
12 anything at the school that they could advise you of 12 A Yeah, the State adoptions, yeah. They werea
13 such complaints? 13 variety of materias, for instance, Foss kits and so
14 A Wehave our Parent Handbook, and you know, I'm | 14 forth. They aren't technically textbooks, but it isthe
15 not sure whether that saysthat in there or not. They 15 materiasfor the courses.
16 did receive asurvey where it would address dl of those 16 Q Edison prescribes and provides instructional
17 kinds of things, materials and all of that, that's 17 materiasfor the core coursesthat are aligned to the
18 addressed in there where they could say if it weren't 18 State standards, correct?
19 satisfactory, but -- 19 A Yes
20 Q Isthat the survey that you discussed earlier? 20 Q And al the instructional materials that they
21 A Yes. Butwere very fortunate, too, at our 21 provide for those core courses are materiasthat are
22 school isthat -- our clerk typist has been there 22 accepted and adopted by the State, correct?
23 probably 16 years. She'sapart of the community. The 23 A Yes
24 parents are very open with her, you know, about what 24 Q Soit'syour understanding that for the core
25 they want. So even though if I'm new and they weren't 25 courses, Edison providesinstructional materias, and
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1 some of which include textbooks, others which may not 1 anthology that areading adoption might be. For
2 such asscience? 2 ingtance, if you had adopted Houghton Mifflin and then
3 A Sure, uh-huh. 3 you havethisanthology and so forth. With SFA, it's
4 Q Other than -- do you know if the science class 4 many books on different levels. So they're what we call
5 now currently has textbooks or are they till using 5 tradebooks. Actual, you know, stories and so forth.
6 Foss? 6 Q Sowould there be -- for an SFA class, are
7 A Hesat the seventh-eighth grade level, so he 7 there more than one of the same books or --
8 hasacurriculum and it'sagreat deal -- well, they do 8 A Oh, surely, yes, uh-huh. They have class sets
9 various experiments and so forth and so on, and he's 9 of them.
10 asoteaching -- | can't remember the name of it, the 10 Q Isit your understanding that there's
11 district, that hasto do with being responsible and 11 sufficient reading books for the SFA program?
12 making responsible choices and that kind of thing which | 12 A Yes
13 hasto do with physiology and all of those kinds of 13 Q And doesthe SFA program -- does that involve
14 things. 14 dl gradelevels?
15 Q Whenyou say "he," are you referring to -- 15 A No. Fourth, fifth and sixth.
16 A Theteacher, the science teacher. 16 Q Do thereading classes in seventh and eighth
17 Q And is heaso the curriculum coordinator? 17 grade use textbooks?
18 A Yes. Heisthe science teacher, coordinator 18 A They use -- it'saliterature based program.
19 and-- 19 Again, they use different literature rather than atext.
20 Q What about for grades four through six? 20 Theteacher has a guide to know what to do and to
21 A For grades four through six, then they would be 21 provideingtruction related to the literature.
22 using whatever has been adopted for that particular -- 22 Q There are more than one types of book -- I'm
23 because fourth, fifth and sixth -- fourth and fifth are 23 sorry.
24 just, you know, self-contained classes. Other than the 24 Are there more than one type of book in these
25 children going to their specials, they're going to be 25 classes?
Page 131 Page 133
1 withthesameteacher al day. Sixth grade, it'slike 1 A Uh-huh.
2 pairs. Oneteacher teaches history, social science and 2 Q Isit your understanding that there are
3 English, and the other one teaches math and science, and | 3  sufficient books for the students in those classes?
4 sothe children switch between those two teachers for 4 A Yes
5 those subjects. 5 Q Hasit ever cometo your attention that a
6 Q Isit your understanding that fourth through 6 teacher has assigned homework from atextbook and yet
7 sixth usesthe Foss program? 7 there weren't sufficient textbooks for the studentsto
8 A No, I'mtrying to think of what the name of the 8 take hometo do that homework assignment?
9 programis, and | can't think of it offhand. 9 A No.
10 Q Do you know if they're using textbooksin the 10 Q Haveyou ever heard any teacher complain that
11 scienceclassfor those grades? 11 heor she wanted to assign homework from a textbook but
12 A No, it's not textbooks. It's mostly 12 there weren't sufficient textbooks for that teacher to
13  experiments and that kind of thing. 1I'd have to go back 13 provide hisor her studentsto take home to do the
14 andlook. 14 homework assignment?
15 Q Isityour understanding that they have 15 A No.
16 sufficient instructional materials for those classes for 16 Q Would it cometo your attention if such a
17 science? 17 problem arose?
18 A Yes 18 MR. JACOBS: Objection, callsfor speculation.
19 Q Arethere any other core classes that you're 19 BY MS. KOURY:
20 aware of in which the teachers would not use textbooks 20 Q Do you think you would -- do you think it would
21 but some other type of instructional material? 21 cometo your attention if that happened?
22 A Weéll, the Success For All reading is not really 22 A Wadll, if you're ateacher and you assigned
23 atextbook. It'savariety of trade books, et cetera. 23 homework that required a textbook and then you did not
24 Q What do you mean by that? 24 provide atextbook for that, would you redlly tell the
25 A Waél, it'snot the usual typical reading 25 principal that you've made that kind of a decison?
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1 That doesn't seemtoo logical to me. 1 A The State will alocate so much money per
2 Q Haveyou -- do you think ateacher -- if a 2 student for purchasing textbooks. So if they're
3 teacher wanted to assign homework from a textbook but 3 dlocating that to the district, then that this be money
4 didn't have sufficient textbooks, do you think that 4 that would be passed through to Edison to purchase
5 teacher would complain to you? 5 books.
6 A | think if they really felt that they wanted to 6 Q How do you get -- when you get the budget, is
7 have an additional set of books to use for homework, 7 thereacertain dollar amount used and someone has told
8 that they would do that. They would tell methat. That 8 you that that dollar amount must be used for textbooks?
9 would probably be unique, though, because most schools 9 A Yes. The business manager would tell me what
10 can't afford two sets of books, you know. Usualy they 10 money we have for textbooks. Instructional materialsis
11 either trust that the students -- one of the concerns 11 theway it'swritten, not textbooks.
12 teachers has, sometimes, is that the students will not 12 Q Isthat dollar amount that you're referring to
13 return the books and then they won't have the books, 13 forinstructional materials, isthat separate from the
14 then they truly will be short. But there'sal kinds of 14 dollar amount that you received from categorical funds?
15 homework that can be assigned without a textbook. 15 A Yes. Categorica isabove and beyond that.
16 Q What kinds of homework? Do you have an 16 Q And yet some of the funds -- some of the
17 understanding of the teachers at Edison-McNair using 17 categorical funds are used for supplemental
18 other types of materials to assign homework? 18 ingructional materials; isthat true?
19 A Wadll, it could be that they have prepared -- 19 A Yes, that could be true, too. Categorical
20 that the teacher prepared material often timesor it's 20 funds could be used for supplemental materials, it can
21 something that they wanted the studentsto write or it 21 beused for staff devel opment.
22 could be something that they wanted them to read. Maybe | 22 Q Thedollar amount that you were referring to
23 they're supposed to read their library book or whatever. 23 earlier, not from your categorical funds but for your
24 Q What do you mean by teacher prepared materials? 24 instruction materials, can we refer to this as your
25 A Wadll, ateacher prepares materials. They may 25 generd ingtructional materials fund, isthat okay?
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1 have prepared questions. They may have had prepared an 1 A Sounds okay.
2 activity or something they want the student to do at 2 Q Do you know where this general instruction
3 home 3  materiasfund comes from?
4 Q And do you know if students can check textbooks 4 A The State of Cdifornia.
5 outif they wanted to take them home for purposes of 5 Q Do you know if that amount includes -- have you
6 doing homework or just to use atextbook? 6 heard the term " Schiff-Bustamonte"?
7 A | think some teachers do that, yes. 7 A Beg your pardon.
8 Q Why do you think that? What's that based on? 8 Q Schiff-Bustamonte funds?
9 A Widl, let's seg, the one that comes to mind, 9 A I'mnot sure what that is.
10 first of al, I know that a seven-eight social studies 10 Q Haveyou heard the term, "ingtructional
11 teacher, for somereason and | don't know why becauseiit 11 materiasfund"?
12 happened before | got there, he actually has an extra 12 A Theinsructional materias fund that I'm
13 set of socia studies books so he does check those out. 13 knowledgeable about isfor the adoptions. Otherwise you
14 | don't think he bases alot of his homework on that, 14 get so much. If you select materials off of the State
15 but sometimes the children want to read an extra section 15 matrix, then you may use that money to purchase those
16 or perhaps sometimes he does have homework. But he 16 booksand materials.
17 happensto have an extra set of books, so for him, it 17 Q Do you seetheingructional materialsfund or
18 would be an easy thing to do. If teachers didn't have 18 isthat something that you're aware that the district
19 anextraset of books, | would tend to think that they 19 handles?
20 would be preparing materials for studentsto use. 20 A My knowledge isthat the district informs our
21 Q Earlier when we were discussing the budget, you 21 business manager how much we are getting and then he
22 explained to me that the textbook budget comesfromthe | 22 putsthat in the budget.
23 didrict; isthat correct? Doesthe district give you a 23 Q Doeshe put that in the same budget as your
24 certain amount of money and say a certain amount of 24 generd ingtruction materias fund or is that something
25 money should be used for textbooks? 25 separate?
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1 A That istheinstructional materials budget. 1 thingsso -- al those budgets are okayed both ways, |
2 Unlessyou're talking about things that would be -- 2 Dbelieve. | know Edison okaysthem and then it hasto be
3 you're not confusing materials and supplies? Because 3 inkeeping with the digtrict. | don't personaly do
4 suppliesare something else. Y ou're not talking about 4 thatso--
5 paper and that? 5 Q Do you think Edison-McNair has a textbook
6 Q No, I'm not talking about supplies, just books. 6 shortage problem?
7 When you go to purchase an additional book, for 7 A No.
8 exampleabook islost or damaged and you purchase an 8 Q Why not? What do you base that opinion on?
9 additional book, which fund do you take that money from? 9 A | baseit onthefact that if the teachers were
10 A | would be taking it from the textbook 10 short on materials, | would be hearing from them as well
11 materials money unless we have -- we aready used it, 11 asfromthe coordinators. They're not shy about telling
12 and then | would have to get it from general money that 12 youif they don't have what they need. But also when
13 wehave. 13 I'mintheclassroom, | don't see children without
14 Q When you say the textbook materias fund, 14 materials.
15 yourereferring to that same fund that we've been 15 Q Aretherepoliciesor practicesin place at
16 discussng? 16 Edison for maintaining and cleaning of the bathrooms?
17 A Yeah, the State money. 17 A Yes
18 Q Sothel.M.F. fund or the instructional 18 Q What isthat policy or practice?
19 materialsfund just sort of goesinto one pot which 19 A Wéll, the custodians clean every night, and so
20 wevereferred to as the instructional materials fund 20 that'sjust standard. And then sometimesif there's
21 that you receive and you can purchase either new 21  been aproblem, well, then they have to go back in and
22 adoptions from that fund as well as purchasing text- -- 22 clean during the day.
23 an additional textbook that's been lost or damaged? 23 Q How many custodian clean at night?
24 A Sure. You can purchase replacement from that. 24 A Waédll, we have two that are there full time at
25 Q Aswel as-- 25 night, and then the head custodian is overseeing both
Page 139 Page 141
1 A Aswell as new, yesh. 1 Brentwood and McNair, so he'sthere part of the time,
2 Q Do you know if the instructional materials fund 2 too. If they have additional maintenance issues and the
3 that you receive, or otherwise known as|.M.F., if 3 day man may work -- | have spent tons on overtime this
4 you've expended your |.M.F. funds that you received this 4 year for --
5 pastyear? 5 Q Night cleaning?
6 A No, | don't know that. 6 A Weéll, when it getsto be -- maintenancein
7 Q Do you know if you've expended all of your 7 addition to the custodial, because they have certain
8 ingtructional materials funds that you have that we've 8 custodia responsibility, but maybe if something needs
9 been referring to your genera instructional materials 9 to befixed that's within their ability to fix, then
10 fund? 10 that takes extratime for them to do that.
11 A | don't know that for afact. 1'd haveto look 11 Q Do you know what the night custodians do with
12 whether there's anything left over or not. 12 respect to cleaning the restrooms?
13 Q Doesthe digtrict oversee how you expend these 13 A What do you mean, "do with respect to cleaning
14 fundsat all, or isthis something that is maintained 14 therestrooms'?
15 between you and Edison? "You" meaning Edison-McNair and | 15 Q Do they gointo all the restrooms at night?
16 Edison Company. 16 A Surely, yes. Have you ever beenin amiddle
17 A I'mnot sure I'm able to answer that, but the 17 school bathroom? Y ou have to clean 'em.
18 district business manager and my business manager talk 18 Q Do you have an understanding of what they clean
19 together dl thetime. 19 within the bathrooms? |n other words, do they mop the
20 Q Isthat the extent of your knowledge of how 20 floors?
21 that works? 21 A The mop the floors, they clean the toilets,
22 A Yesh. And all the budget things and so forth 22 they clean the urinals, the sinks.
23 arediscussed by Edison with the district. Otherwise, 23 Q Do they restock the toilet paper at night?
24 my immediate supervisor, who isthe regional vice 24 A Surely.
25 president, talks with the district about all these 25 Q Do they restock the paper towels nightly?

36 (Pages 138 to 141)




Page 142

Page 144

1 A Yes 1 Q What kind of problem?
2 Q Do they restock the soap dispenser nightly? 2 A Sometimesit's graffiti. Sometimesit could be
3 A You mean do they check to seeif it needs soap? 3 some plumbing that's not working that needs to be fixed.
4 If it did, it would be restocked, yeah. That's part of 4 Let'ssee, what else? Sometimes, you know, children are
5 their responsibility. 5 very creative and they stop up atoilet or sink or
6 Q What about during the day, you said theresa 6 something and it has to be taken care of. Sometimes the
7 custodian on campus? 7 paper towel and the toilet paper is gone because it's
8 A Uh-huh. 8 been used for other things.
9 Q How many custodians are on campus during the 9 Q What kind of things?
10 day? 10 A Stopping up thetoilet or --
11 A One. 11 Q What sort of procedure do you implement in
12 Q Ispart of the custodian's duties during the 12 order to resolve some of the plumbing problems? Isthat
13 day to check on the restrooms? 13 something that's done immediately at Edison-McNair or do
14 A Yes 14 you haveto go through the district?
15 Q Towhat extent do they do that? 15 A No, we do most of our own maintenance. They
16 A Widl, | know that he checks once. Now, whether | 16 would do only things that are major like -- we're making
17 he checks more than that, | don't know, but if -- you 17 up alist now, because well be closed in July. Things
18 know, if we were out of something like if for some 18 that we might like replaced that -- you know, for
19 reason thetoilet paper or the paper towels were used, 19 ingtance, | have aset of urinasin one bathroom that
20 then he would -- the kids aways say right away if 20 I'dlike replaced, so I'm making arequest to them
21 there's something that's out and he replacesiit. 21 becausethat's acapital improvement rather than just
22 Q Haveyou ever heard a student say that there's 22  maintenance,
23 toilet paper that's needed in the restroom? 23 Q How do you request that of the district? Do
24 A Yes, surely. 24 you haveto fill out a maintenance order?
25 Q Who did the student tell that they needed 25 A Yesh, the business manager fills out the order
Pege 143 Page 145
1 toilet paper? 1 andsendsit to their business manager.
2 A They comein the office and sometimes |'ve been 2 Q Do you do that only annualy, or do you do that
3 thereand heard 'em say, well, we're out of paper towels 3 throughout the year?
4 or whatever and then the office people call the 4 A It would depend on need, but aways before
5 custodian and he comes and replacesit. 5 we--inany school I've ever beenin, I've ways sent
6 Q About how often does that happen? 6 inanorder to thedistrict before | leave in the summer
7 A Not often, but it has happened. 7 for thingsthat are mgjor, hoping that it would happen
8 Q And your understanding is that the day 8 while we're not there, because, you know, you don't want
9 custodian checks the restrooms once during the day? 9 to haveto close down bathrooms.
10 A Tomy knowledge he does. I've seen him doing 10 Q Have you submitted any maintenance orders this
11 itatleast onceaday. When he doesit more than that, 11 past school year while you've been at Edison-McNair to
12 | don't know. Hedoesit once. 12 thedigtrict?
13 Q Does he check all of the restrooms each day? 13 A I'mtrying to think. They came onetime
14 A Uh-huh. 14 because we had a problem with the heater, and -- should
15 Q Isthat "yes'? 15 not say we had a problem with the heater. We had odor
16 A Yes 16 inthe classrooms, and | had to move classes out because
17 Q Do youinformthe custodiansthat if thereisa 17 of the odor, and --
18 problem with arestroom, both the night custodians and 18 Q Didyou haveto fill out a maintenance order
19 theday custodians, that if there's aproblem with a 19 for that?
20 restroom, that they should inform you of it? 20 A No, that was more under the heading of a"get
21 A Surely. 21 out here and find out what's the matter” kind of thing.
22 Q Haveyou ever been informed of aprobleminone | 22 Wehadto --
23 of the restrooms with respect to either plumbing or some | 23 Q Do you haveto call themin order to get --
24 sort of facility issue? 24 MR. JACOBS: Could you let her finish her answer.
25 A Yes 25 BY MS.KOURY:
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1 Q I'msorry. 1 when you cdled them with respect to the odor in the
2 A Thank you. 2 classroom?
3 Wéll, | give too many details, but anyhow, if 3 A If I recdl, | think they came that afternoon,
4 there'san odor and it's coming in severa of the rooms, 4 you know, after we went through the evacuation and, no,
5 and so one person thought it might be gas, which means | 5 it'snot gas, and, no, it's not the sewer and so forth
6 cal thefire department and evacuate the building, 6 and our custodian closed -- | think our custodian closed
7 whichl did. Thefire department came and they decided 7 off those vents and then when you couldn't smell it
8 they thought it was from -- you know, we've got 8 anymore, he saysit'sin the those heaters and,
9 congruction of houses near us and so forth, and they 9 fortunately, we didn't need those heaters right then and
10 thought it had to do with them and a sewer inlay. 10 so then we called the maintenance people and said --
11 Cut to the chase, after going through all those 11 Q Soyou caled the maintenance people later
12 people and so forth, it turned out that the custodian 12 that afternoon?
13 and maintenance people fdt that it had something to do 13 A | don't know the exact timing. | just know
14 with it coming through the heater vent and it turned out 14 that the custodian felt that it was coming from the
15 happily, there was a dead cat that got in the heater and 15 hesater. Hisown people couldn't seem to determine what
16 diedinthere, and so, yes, their maintenance people did 16 it was, and then he called the maintenance people and
17 comeand get it out and do that kind of thing. 17 they came.
18 Q Initidly, had you called the maintenance 18 Q Do youknow if it was resolved? In other
19 office when you first determined that there was an odor 19 words, was the cat found and removed within the same
20 that you felt was gas? After you called thefire 20 school day asthe odor was --
21 department or before you caled the fire department, did 21 A No, it wasn't the same school day, because |
22 you call the maintenance office? 22 dont think he called them until the next day. | don't
23 A No, when you have gas, you call the fire 23 remember the exact timing. But they camein atimely
24 department firdt. 24 manner oncethey were called. And they did get up there
25 Q After you caled the fire department, you 25 andit'skind of adisgusting job to get up and do.
Page 147 Page 149
1 cdledthe-- 1 Q Do you think it was done within two days
2 A Then we notified the district, uh-huh. 2 then of the incident?
3 Q How did you notify them? Phone call? 3 A Yeah. They did it as soon as we were clear
4 A By phone, yesh. 4 that we needed their help.
5 Q And then when -- I'm sorry, did the 5 Q And then you were discussing a pipe that broke
6 maintenance personnel from the district come to the 6 inthe cafeteria?
7 school site? 7 A Uh-huh,
8 A Yes 8 Q What exactly happened?
9 Q Werethey the onesthat determined that there 9 A A pipeinthe-- it wasapipe or it's one of
10 wasadead cat in the vent? 10 those sprinkler heads or whatever. Anyhow, the water
11 A Yes 11 wasrunning and it would not stop, and it continued and
12 Q Did they ever determine how the cat got into 12 continued and actually our people found the solution to
13 thevent? 13 that, but in the meantime we had called the district for
14 A Wédl, apparently there was some kind of opening 14 their assistance. And when they came, he had it under
15 or something from the roof. Hefell in there and died. 15 control. But they did come to see if we needed them.
16 They asked meif I'd like to see him and check it out, 16 Q When you say "he had it under control," your
17 andl didnt so -- | haven't climbed on the roof yet, 17 own day custodian?
18 but somehow or another he managed to fall in there and 18 A Yeah.
19 couldn't get out. That'swhat it was. That's one of 19 Q Didyou haveto fill out a maintenance order
20 our tall tales of the year. 20 for either of these instances?
21 There was another time when the pipe brokein 21 A Inthosethingswedidn't. | don't know if he
22 the multi-purpose room and just continuedto runandrun | 22 did after the fact, but we didn't, we just called and
23 and run and run, and they came out and dealt with that. 23 said help.
24 Q Beforewe discussthat, how long did it take 24 Q | thought you stated earlier with the graffiti,
25 for the maintenance personnel to come to the school site 25 isthat taken care of by your custodians?
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1 A Uh-huh. Our custodians do most of the 1 Q Doesit happen afew times or a couple of times
2 maintenance as well asthe custodia work. It's 2 amonth?
3 emergencies or something mgjor that they can't do, it's 3 A Could be. That somebody -- yeah.
4 beyond their kills, and they call the maintenance from 4 Q Arethe students disciplined?
5 thedidtrict. 5 A Yes, if we know who did it.
6 Q Do you know how often they find graffiti on 6 Q Isthere any other precaution that you take to
7 campus? 7 try to prevent graffiti on campus other than
8 A | canttell you exactly how often. 8 disciplining students when they're caught?
9 Q Could you tell me how they resolve the graffiti 9 A Weéll, one of thethingsiswetry to regulate
10 oncethey find it? 10 thetimesand so forth when there would be numbers of
11 A Either cleanit up or paint over it. 11 peopleinthe bathroom, so that -- unsupervised, though
12 Q Where doesthat usually occur, the graffiti? 12 therescertainly passing time. Those things usudly
13 A Wéll, bathrooms are a favorite place for that 13  happen when one or two kids have been excused, you know,
14 kind of thing. It can be -- sometimes when we comeback | 14 to go the bathroom and so forth, that happens.
15 after aweekend, you know, on the outside back wallsand | 15 Q Soisitapracticeto try to minimize the
16 placeswhere people could do that. 16 amount of times that students use the restroom during
17 Q Arethe custodiansinformed that when they see 17 classtime when they won't be monitored in the restroom?
18 graffiti to either clean it or paint over it? 18 A Sure. But, you know, you redlly can't tell
19 A Yes 19 everybody they can't go to the bathroom.
20 Q Do you know how long it takes for them to 20 Q During recess or during breaks, do students
21 remove graffiti once they seeit? 21 have accessto the restrooms?
22 A I'd like to hope they would do it when they see 22 A Yes
23 it, but | don't know that they always do. It might 23 Q Inother words, they don't need to ask
24 depend on time or whatever. They're expected to keep it 24 permission to use the restroom?
25 cleaned up. 25 A No, not when we're changing classes. But there
Page 151 Page 153
1 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints about the 1 areasousudly teachersor | might beinthe
2 graffiti on campus whether it be in the bathrooms or 2 courtyard.
3 elsewhere? 3 Q Do you ever haveto call or seek a maintenance
4 A Complaints from whom? 4 order from the district in order to remove graffiti, or
5 Q Parentsor teachers? 5 isthat done by your day custodian?
6 A I've never had -- you know, the people that 6 A Wél, it might well be done by the night
7 cometo mewill be children, because sometimes when 7 custodians, but we do most of our own work.
8 people put thingsin there, they write somebody's name 8 Q How about with plumbing needs, other than the
9 init, and then the kidswill come and tell me. Or if 9 twoinstancesthat you just described, do you ever
10 it's, you know, afour-letter word or something like 10 require assistance from the district in resolving some
11 that, they'll come and say, Mrs. Seiersen, somebody 11 of the plumbing issues that may arise in your bathrooms?
12 wrote something in the bathroom. 12 A | don't think we have. | think that we've been
13 Q Do you know how the graffiti gets there on 13 ableto repair and fix things themselves. Thethings
14 campusin the bathrooms? 14  that we want the district to do are some replacement
15 A Inthe bathrooms? Somebody putsit there and 15 kind of things which would be capital expense.
16 it would have to be a student, | assume. 16 Q Haveyou put any ordersin for replacements
17 Q Haveyou ever heard of teachers or other 17 other than the ones you plan on doing for the end of the
18 personnel on campus catching students with graffiti? 18 school year?
19 A Yes 19 A No, | don't recdl if there's been anything
20 Q How often does that happen? 20 during the year.
21 A Oh, | don't know how to depict often. 21 Q You mentioned replacing the urinalsin, | take
22 Q Doesit happen a couple times a semester or has 22 it, the boys bathrooms. Have you aready placed that
23 it happened a couple times aweek? 23 order for the urinals?
24 A Not acouple of timesaweek, but you know -- | 24 A Yes
25 don't know. 25 Q Werethere any other orders that you've placed?
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1 A We have agenera order in now for the 1 extinguishersand so forth. It didn't make mgjor fire,
2 bathrooms. We had afirein one bathroom and it's 2 but made major smoke.
3 functioning, but the partitions need to be replaced on 3 Q Did you have to close down the restroom?
4 someof those. The painting and all we take care of, 4 A Oh,yes. Infact, that bathroom -- I'm going
5 butif it'slike replace aurinal, replace atoilet or, 5 tothink how long it was closed because the fire captain
6 you know, the partitions and those major kinds of 6 didn't want usto openit until they had finished their
7 things, then we're requesting that, and we've maintained 7 investigation, and then he went on vacation.
8 and soforth, but -- everything isworking. Those 8 Q Sodo you know about how long it was closed?
9 urindswork. I'djust -- my opinion, I'd like to see 9 A | don't know for sure. 1'm going to say aweek
10 new onesinthere now. Whether they agree with me or 10 until he came back and then said we could open it again.
11 not, but I'd like to see new ones. They'll function, 11 But we were directed to keep it closed until they
12 but you don't want to, you know -- if somebody's going 12 finished their investigation.
13 to comeand do that, you don't want to end up with 13 Q Didit reguire any additional maintenance
14 having to close your bathroom for two or three days, so 14 because of thefire?
15 | prefer they do it in July when we're gone. 15 A Oh, sure. It realy had to be cleaned up. |
16 Q Whenyou say you placed a general order -- 16 mean, it waskind of ablack smoke and then, of course,
17 A Wédll, it says more than one thing. It doesn't 17 people had sprayed, you know, the fire extinguisher, so
18 just say replacetheurinals. It saysthe urinalsand 18 that stuff'sall over. Yeah, it took alot --
19 the partitions and any of those things that we would 19 Q Who handled cleaning this restroom after the
20 think would be mgjor for any of the bathrooms--anyand | 20 fire?
21 Al of the bathrooms. 21 A The custodian.
22 Q Sointhat genera order, isincluded this 22 Q Other than the cleaning off of the black smoke
23 bathroom that there was afire? 23 and the fire extinguisher substance, was there anything
24 A Yes, uh-huh. 24 edsethat had to be done?
25 Q Therewas only one general order then with 25 A Pretty much it wasjust mgjor cleaning. It was
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1 respectto-- 1 perfectly usabletheway itis. It wasa partition that
2 A One order hasall of that on there for what I'm 2 mainly was damaged by the hest.
3 hoping they'll do in July. 3 Q Areyou familiar with the term "deep cleaning"?
4 Q Wasthere only one fire that occurred in the 4 Haveyou ever heard the term "deep cleaning"?
5 bathrooms this year? 5 A Yes, but in what context?
6 A That was one too many, yes. 6 Q Inthecontext that perhaps over -- some
7 Q Do you know how the fire was started? 7 schoolsover Christmas break or summer break have deep
8 A The policeman thought that somebody had lit a 8 cleaningsin which it's more than just your nightly --
9 fireinthere. 9 A Oh, sure. Yeah, we do that on any kind of --
10 Q Do you know why he thought that, did he tell 10 they do what they can on winter break and spring break
11 you? 11 and summer. Sure. That's-- you mean, when they goin
12 A Whatever evidence that was there made him 12 and shampoo the carpets and maybe paint and so forth,
13 bdlievethat somebody had set it. 13 sure
14 Q Wasit your understanding that it was a student 14 Q Istherealso deep cleaning that is done in the
15 that started the fire? 15 bathrooms at Edison-McNair during those breaks?
16 A Wadl, since it was during the school day and we | 16 A Yes, if they -- when | came at the beginning,
17 didn't see any strangers on the campus, we thought it 17 they were repainting the bathrooms, et cetera.
18 was. They didn't determine who it was though. 18 Q How about over Christmas break, did any deep
19 Q How wasthat handled once the fire -- how did 19 cleaning occur in the bathrooms at that time?
20 you learn about the fire? 20 A Youknow, | don't recall whether there was
21 A How did | learn about the fire? 21 something special then or not.
22 Q You were on campusthat day? 22 Q Do you expect that there will be one over the
23 A Yes. A student camein the office and said the 23 summer once school concludes?
24  bathroom'son fire. By that time there's several adults 24 A Wél, we're asking for, you know, quite a bit
25 that knew it and were out there and already had fire 25 to be done by the maintenance department, and then we
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1 haveon our own schedulesto repaint them. We're hoping 1 children comein and say that the toilet paper or the
2 they'll get the work done then we can repaint. 2 paper toweling is gone and then we ask him to replace
3 Q When you say "they," you mean the digtrict 3 it, sure.
4 office? 4 Q When you say you ask himto replaceit, are you
5 A Fromthedigtrict. 5 referring to the custodian? Do you ask the custodian to
6 Q With respect to the general order that you 6 replacethetoilet paper?
7 discussed? 7 A Yeah, whoever'sthere, | ask them to.
8 A Yes Excuseme. Sorry. 8 Q Haveyou ever been there when this has
9 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints about the 9 happened?
10 restrooms from the studentsin terms of their 10 A Been there when what has happened?
11 cleanliness? 11 Q When astudent has come into the office and
12 A They come in the office sometimes and say that, 12 complained that there wasn't sufficient toilet paper or
13 you know, somebody has overflowed the sink and thefloor | 13 paper towels?
14 isal wet or that somebody has taken paper towels, you 14 A Yes
15 know, and stuffed them in something so it's not working 15 Q Do you know how quickly the custodian is able
16 or that kind of thing, sure. It doesnt, you know, take 16 to replenish the toiletriesin the bathroom?
17 awholelot for astudent to make area messin the 17 A To my knowledge, he comes right away and does
18 bathroom. 18 it. Wecdl him, we have those little walkie-talkie
19 Q How often do you hear that, those type of 19 things, or we go and get him, and he gets the goods and
20 complaints or comments from students? 20 replacesit.
21 A Oh, | don't know how many times. 21 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints from
22 Q Would you say it's something that happens on a 22 parentsthat there are insufficient toiletriesin the
23 monthly basis, at least once amonth? 23 bathroom such astoilet paper, paper towels or soap?
24 A | don't think it's been once a month, but it 24 A | don't recall any parent ever saying anything.
25 certainly happened severd times. 25 Q Haveyou ever heard of any teachers stating
Page 159 Page 161
1 Q Severa timesthis past school year? 1 that they've received complaints from parents with
2 A Uh-huh (nods affirmatively). 2 respect to the bathrooms?
3 Q And what happens when a student comesintothe | 3 A No, huh-uh. The children comein, but they
4 office and states that one of the bathroomsis 4 know somebody's been in the bathroom doing something
5 overflowing, whether it be the sink or the toilet? 5 they shouldn't have been doing, that's why it's gone.
6 A Wecall the custodian to come and clean it. 6 Q Doesthat happen often? Y ou've mentioned on a
7 Q Have you been there when that's happened? In 7 couple of occasionsthat students, perhaps, clog toilets
8 other words, when a student has made such acomment? | 8 or sinks?
9 A Yes, uh-huh, 9 A Wédll, it's happened severa times.
10 Q Who calsthe custodian? 10 Q How do they do that?
11 A | may, the office manager, the clerk typist, 11 A How do they do that?
12 whoever'sin the office calls. 12 Q Haveyou ever seen asink that's clogged or a
13 Q Do you know how quickly the custodian is able 13 toilet that's clogged in the bathrooms of your school?
14 to resolve that problem? 14 A Yes, I'veseenthe sink clogged. | don't know
15 A Generally they comeright away unlessthey're 15 if I'veseenthetoilet clogged. 1've been told about
16 inthe middle of something else, but since we need the 16 it, but | don't know I've seenit. I've seen asink.
17 bathrooms, they come right away. 17 Q What do they clog the toilets or the sinks
18 Q Haveyou ever received any complaintsabout the | 18 with?
19 cleanliness of the bathrooms from parents? 19 A Generaly paper towel. That's good because
20 A No, not that | can think of. 20 it'sessytodo.
21 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints from 21 Q Andisthere anything else that they do, in
22 studentsor their parents with respect to not having 22 gspite of your efforts to keep the restrooms clean that
23 sufficient toiletries such astoilet paper, paper towels 23  interferes with these efforts?
24 or soap? 24 A I'mnot sure --
25 A | think | said before that sometimes the 25 Q Weéll, you stated that they clog the sinks with
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1 paper towels. Do they aso clog the toilets with paper 1 A | think they have to have some discretion, yes.

2 towels? 2 Q Why do you think so?

3 A | don't want to depict these children 3 A I'mnot sure | understand, why do | think so.

4 negatively. | don't know if they do it any more than 4 Why do | think they ought to be ableto tell achild

5 any other school, but -- yeah, there are times that 5 that they may or may not use the bathroom?

6 somebody clogsthetoilet or the sink. 6 Q Correct.

7 Q Aswedll asthe graffiti and -- 7 A Weél, if they didn't have that discretion, |

8 A And the graffiti and sometimes they can stop up 8 think we'd have aregular parade into the bathroom.

9 thesink and then leave the water running. We've had 9 Q Do you think ateacher isin a better position
10 that where the children will say it'sall wet and then 10 to determine whether or not a student should be able to
11 wehaveto mopitup. So that happens. 11 leave class because that teacher interacts with the
12 Q [ think you mentioned that teachers during 12 student al day long?

13 recess and breaks -- when the students have access to 13 A Surely.
14 therestrooms, do teachers observe the restrooms or 14 MR. JACOBS:. Objection, leading.
15 monitor the restrooms? 15 BY MS KOURY:
16 A Theteachers as much as possible, let's say, 16 Q Do you think it'smore -- do you think it'sa
17 that when the children are passing from one classto 17 more effective policy to alow the teacher to have
18 another. Let'suse, for example, the SFA time. They're 18 discretion as opposed to having a policy that al
19 intheir homerooms and now they're going to regroup for | 19 teachers should always allow studentsto use arestroom
20 their reading and they move at the beginning of it and 20 whenever they ask?
21 theend of it. Andwe liketo have all the teachers 21 A If you're asking my personal opinion, | feel
22 dand outside their rooms. They don't lwaysdo it, 22 theteacher should have discretion. If the teacher were
23 but they'll be outside their rooms, and a couple of 23 misusing the discretion, and the parent came in to me,
24 thoserooms are quite close to the bathroom. Andwhen | 24 and then | would deal with that. | haven't had that
25 I'mthere, | stand there. 25 happen.
Page 163 Page 165

1 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints from the 1 Q How many teachers do you have at Edison-McNair?

2 parentsthat students are unable to use the bathroom 2 A Twenty-four including the specials this year.

3 when they need to use the bathroom? 3 Q And speciads are teachers that teach drama. --

4 A Unableto use the bathroom when they need to 4 A Two P.E. teachers, two art teachers, adrama

5 usethe bathroom? 5 teacher and two world language teachers.

6 Q For example, during classtime, have you ever 6 Q Isworld language optional for the student or

7 received complaints that a student wantsto use the 7 are some students forced to take world language? Is

8 bathroom and the teacher doesn't allow himor hertouse | 8 that amandatory classfor some students?

9 therestroom? 9 A A world languageis a coursejust like math or
10 A | think that has happened once or twice where a 10 reading or anything else.

11 parent has-- you know, I'm really trying to think 11 Q So English learners as well as non-English

12 whether the parent told me or the teacher had told me 12 learnerstake world language?

13 that the parent had complained because they hadn't et 13 A Yes Theway we haveit structured, we have
14 them use the bathroom, and teachers do that sometimes. 14 two teachers so there would be two classes, and those
15 Q Why do you think teachers do that? 15 that need English language instruction would go to one
16 A Becauseit'sthefifth timein ten minutes he's 16 of the teachers, and those that are going to have

17 asked to go to the bathroom. Well, let's see, | think 17 ingtruction in Spanish go to the other teacher.

18 they make judgments about whether that's serious or not, | 18 Q Haveyou had any -- do you have any teacher
19 or whether the child just wants to leave the room. 19 vacanciesright now?

20 Maybethey'vejust had passing time and you've beenin 20 A Thisyear my staff isfull. | will have some.

21 the bathroom and now it's five minutes later and they 21 I'mgoing to hirefor next yesar.

22 ask to go to the bathroom again. 22 Q Have you had any vacancies through the school
23 Q Do you think that it'simportant for ateacher 23 year, this past school year at Edison?

24 to have discretion as to whether or not to allow 24 A | had ateacher leave in January by mutual

25 sudentsto leave aclassin order to use the bathroom? 25 agreement, and | hired.
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1 Q Other than this one teacher in January, have 1 himassoon asyou learned of this vacancy?
2 there been any other vacancies throughout the school 2 A What | did was| asked him to substitute in
3 year? 3 that classfor the time, and then he seemed to be making
4 A At the beginning of the year we -- let's see. 4 some progress and so forth, and so | offered him the job
5 I think the world language teachers were maybe hired 5 asaregular position.
6 about two weeks after school started. 6 Q How did you know that he was making progress?
7 Q Any other vacancies? 7 A By what was happening with the children and
8 A Not that | can think of. 8 what was going on in the classroom.
9 Q Theteacher that you referred to in January, 9 Q Did you observe the classroom?
10 what subject did that teacher teach? 10 A Yes
11 A Thesixth grade history, English teacher. 11 Q And how did you learn or come to know the
12 Q Andwhy did that English teacher leave? 12 teacher from Brentwood that eventually took his
13 Higtory and English? 13 postion?
14 A Uh-huh. Well, we mutually agreed that maybe 14 A Shecalled and wanted to know if -- | mean, it
15 that was not her caling. 15 wasone of those coincidental things -- wanting to know
16 Q Didyoufind -- in your opinion, did you find 16 if we had any openings, and then she was well known by
17 her not to be an effective teacher? 17 several of the teachersthere and so forth, and she just
18 A Yes 18 cameinand weinterviewed and | talked to the principal
19 Q Wasitawoman? 19 a Brentwood who had not worked with her, but said that
20 A Yes 20 her reputation was very good with the other teachers and
21 Q Didyou replace her? 21 soforth, and she's been very successful.
22 A Yes 22 Q Wasthere any time in between the male teacher,
23 Q How did you replace her? 23 the credentialed teacher when he left and before the
24 A Widl, first | replaced her with a credentialed 24 teacher from Brentwood came at which time there wasn't a
25 teacher who had not taught in many years, andthenhe | 25 teacher inthisclass?
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1 fet that that wasn't his calling either, and then | was 1 A No, | believe he stayed until she came, if |
2 ableto get ateacher who has had -- she worked at 2 recal.
3 Brentwood at one time and is an experienced -- with 3 Q Isshecredentiaed, the teacher from
4 challenging middle school students and she's been very 4 Brentwood?
5 successful. 5 A No.
6 Q Isshedtill there? 6 Q Issheon an emergency permit?
7 A Yes sheis. 7 A Surely. She, however, is much more skilled
8 Q The credentialed teacher that you referred to, 8 thanthetwo that have credentias.
9 how long was he there? 9 Q What do you mean by that?
10 A Oh, gosh, | want to say a couple of months, | 10 A Wédl, because she's able to teach the subject,
11 believe. 11 she'sableto engage the students, she's able to manage
12 Q After the sixth grade history, English teacher 12 their behavior, et cetera, and she's making some real
13 left in January, how long before this gentleman came 13 progress with some very challenging students.
14 dong, the credentialed teacher? 14 Q How long has she been teaching?
15 A Right away. 15 A | believethisis her fourth work.
16 Q When you say "right away," do you mean within | 16 Q Isshe currently undergoing course work in
17 the same school week? 17 order to get her credential?
18 A Yes I'mtryingto think if there was any days 18 A 1 don't know if she's doing course work this
19 inbetween, and | don't think so. | don't remember 19 semester or not, but to maintain an emergency
20 specifically, but it was close. 20 credential, you haveto on avery regular basistake
21 Q How did you get his application? 21 courses. But | don't -- because we just -- she came to
22 A A gentleman who's on the board for theBoysand | 22 us-- what do | want to say? April.
23 GirlsClub had -- no, | know there wasn't any break 23 Q Did you receive any support from the district,
24 because he was aready working for us as a subgtitute. 24 or did you ever inform the district when you were
25 Q Didyou just have aninformal conversationwith | 25 looking for teachersto fill this vacancy, or wasthis
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1 that just not necessary under these circumstances? 1 language classes, were they credentialed?

2 A It wasn't necessary. 2 A No.

3 Q How about the two world language -- I'm sorry, 3 Q Werethey both on emergency permits?

4 theworld language -- did you say there were two world 4 A Yes

5 language teachers? 5 Q Do you think they're qualified to teach these

6 A Uh-huh. 6 classes?

7 Q How did youfill those positions? 7 A What do you mean by "qualified"?

8 A How did | find them? 8 Q Do you think that they're capable to teach

9 Q Yes 9 theseclasses?
10 A Wil Edison does agreat dedl of recruiting, 10 A 1 till don't know what you mean by "capable.”
11 and they're very helpful in finding teachers, and -- but 11 Q Why did you hire them?
12 | arrived -- you know, the 1<t of August isalittle 12 A Because they were fluent in Spanish and they're
13 late when school's starting on the 13th, and so they 13 literatein Spanish and because they expressed whét |
14 made serious effortsto find people. But | needed 14 thought was a very good attitude about the second
15 peoplewho areredly proficient in Spanish and, of 15 language students. One of them -- I've been very
16 course, those people are often hired first, so I'ma 16 fortunate in getting people who, in my opinion, are well
17 littlelate onthat. But | also advertised in the 17 educated. One of them had just graduated from Berkeley
18 San Jose Mercury and in the San Francisco Chronicle, and | 18 with adouble mgjor in Spanish and English literature.
19 I've had very good results off both of those, and one of 19 And the other one had actualy been working with second
20 thoseteachers came off of one of those ads. The other 20 language studentsin a part-time position at the high
21 person had aniece attending our school and camein to 21 school.
22 talk to me about that child's education, and as we got 22 Q Haveyou been -- other than advertising as you
23 taking, | realized that she was working with the high 23 indicated for these world language positions, have you
24 school district in part-time work and so forth, and 24 beeninvolved in any other effortsto recruit teachers
25 she'sproficient in Spanish and al of that and the more 25 for your school?

Page 171 Page 173

1 wetaked, the more we thought this might be a good 1 A Yes, | have other advertisements placed and |

2 thing for her to do and she decided to do it. 2 had other teachersthat recruited through New Y ork.

3 Q Andyou hired her? 3 Also Teachfor America. I've got wonderful teachers

4 A Uh-huh. 4 from Teach for America. Marvelous.

5 Q Did you receive any support from the district 5 Q Do you know if -- have you attended any job

6 when you were looking to fill these two positions for 6 fairsto recruit teachers for the school ?

7 world language class? 7 A No. Weactualy have teachers on staff that we

8 A Thedisgtrict, if they have any people, what 8 pay adtipend to to attend the teachers fairs and those

9 principalscan do is go down and review in the personnel 9 kindsof things. Wejust recently, | think it was the
10 department. | wastold | could review any applications 10 30th of May, we had open house and we advertised that we
11 that they have. But | had already done that, and if 11 would have, you know, teacher recruitment there and we
12 they'd -- I'm sureif they had any people who had the 12 had people a atable and some teachers came.
13 level of Spanish that | wanted, they would have already 13 Q Theteachersthat you provide stipendsto to
14 hired them. So | went through my New York officeand | 14 attend thesefairs, do they attend the fairswith
15 then put adsin the paper. 15 personnel from the district?
16 Q Soinaddition to your personal recruiting 16 A No, no.
17 efforts, you also received some support from the Edison | 17 Q Just--
18 Company inrecruiting as well asthe district? 18 A That'sjust us, uh-huh. We recruit our own,
19 A Aot from Edison. They'reawaysrealy -- 19 pretty much.
20 yeah, they have awhole recruiting department and so 20 Q You mentioned that Edison does alot to assist
21 forth and they recruit nationwide and they -- for 21 youin recruiting teachers. Do you know what they do
22 instance, now I'm getting resumes from them. 22 other than what you've mentioned?
23 Q Tofill for next year? 23 A Wdl, it sartsall theway in New York. They
24 A Uh-huh. 24 have peoplein New York that are in charge of
25 Q Thetwo teachersthat you hired for the world 25 recruiting. They have aregiona person who comes and
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1 helpsuswrite up aplan of how we would approach 1 mesaythat. They fed those courses are important,
2 recruiting. They send us on the e-mail teacher resumes 2 and sometimesthey are. Edison does so much staff
3 and soforth. 3 development that | think we're better able to handle
4 Q What criteriado you look for when you're 4 people who have not had that course work.
5 hiring ateacher? 5 Q What do you mean by that?
6 A Wadl, severd things. Oneisif -- you know, 6 A Wadll, for instance, July 14th to 20th in
7 if it'saparticular subject matter, let'ssay, a 7 Dallas, al teachersthat are new to Edison, they're
8 scienceteacher, that that person has a content 8 paidto go to that conference and have the basic Edison
9 knowledge for that area. For instance, | have my nice 9 design explained and so forth. Wewill provide them
10 little person, he's a Phi Beta Kappa from Welledey who | 10 with, aswe did last year, with several days of training
11 isascience mgor and has worked in the world of 11 on how to teach the reading.
12 science. 12 Q Reading, meaning the SFA?
13 Q Doesthis person have a credential ? 13 A SFA, yeah. We had like five days before school
14 A No. 14 ever sarted. The other thing isthat -- | think we
15 Q Do you think that that isa -- do you think 15 have someflexibility. Edison hasthese coordinators
16 that undercuts his or her ability to teach this class, 16 that they can send in, you know, fairly regularly. If |
17 thefact that they don't have a credentia ? 17 say | need acoordinator to come, aregiond coordinator
18 A Can we go back to your previous question which | 18 to come and giveinstruction or provide it, they will
19 wasmy criteria? 19 make arrangements for that person to come to the school
20 Q Sure 20 and spend a couple or three days working with teachers.
21 A My criteriais the content areas, that you know 21 Thisyear, because we can't aways have everybody hired
22 your subject. But the thing that | have really found in 22 beforethetime of the summer training, we are having a
23 being ateacher in this school isthat it has a great 23 flexible schedule in that Brentwood and McNair will not
24  dedl to do with the person. Attitudeiscritical. You 24 have school October 10, 11 and 12 because anybody that
25 redly have to be akind of person that believes that 25 weve hired that's new that missed the summer training
Page 175 Page 177
1 dl studentscanlearn. You haveto be avery open 1 will then go for four days of training at that time.
2 minded kind of person, and you have to be very solid as 2 Q Isthere any other type of staff development
3 far asyour own self confidence or you cannot managethe | 3  other than what you've mentioned that's provided to the
4 classrooms. 4 teachersat Edison-McNair?
5 And if aperson has a credential, that's nice. 5 A Other -- oh, besides the regiond people?
6 But | have not found that to be the determining factor. 6 Waél, | do part of it myself.
7 Asl sad, the teacher that needed to leave and | have 7 Q How do you do that?
8 another onethat'sleaving have full credentias, and 8 A Well, when we have minimum days or other times
9 they absolutely, in my mind, are not qualified to teach 9 when-- | had two daysin November, and | can't remember
10 thesechildren. Whereas, | have some who have had no 10 why I had those two days now. And | provided the
11 courseswho arereally quite excellent. 11 ingtruction on basically classroom management and lesson
12 Now, my preference would be that you have al 12 design and how to write alesson plan and what alesson
13 that intelligence, good education and content knowledge 13 lookslike.
14 and that you've had the teacher training. If we were 14 Q Aretheredidrict provided training programs?
15 abletodo that, | would have it that way. My personal 15 A Thedidtrict has some things that we are
16 biasis, asfar asthe credential’s concerned, it's the 16 required to attend, and they have to do with -- there is
17 student teaching that makes the difference. 17 aspecia education, as you know, they have -- | don't
18 Q Isthat because that provides an experience for 18 know what they call it, but it's some kind of court
19 theteacher? 19 order with regard to special education, and so al of
20 A Wédll, because if they're placed with an 20 your teachers are expected to attend those sessions
21 appropriate supervising teacher, they've now had all of 21 about special education. Then they're -- for next
22 that timeto see how it's really done right, and people 22 year's schedule, the district has like three different
23 seemto learn alot more that way than dittingin a 23 timeswhen they will be talking about English language
24 classroom hearing about the theory. That's just my 24 learners, and our teachers are expected to attend those
25 bias. And the secondary people would not want to hear 25 dso.
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1 Q What about information with respect to 1 well asanative speaker, but they really are essential
2 preinternship programs or internship programsthat is 2 that those kind of techniques are used with second
3 provided through the district, do your teachers have 3 language learners because it makesit easier for themto
4 accessto that information aswell? 4 understand. And were very fortunate, we do have a
5 A Oh, sure, yes. Through the personnel 5 number of people that are fluent in Spanish.
6 department. They tell ‘'em what the requirements are for 6 Q Do you have any bilingua classes?
7 the credentials and so forth and make them aware of what 7 A No.
8 thedifferent programs are. 8 Q Arethereany classestaught only in Spanish?
9 Q Your English learner program, can you explain 9 A No.
10 ittome? Isit broken down between classesor -- are 10 Q Arethere any structured emergent -- English
11 there structured English emersion courses that's part of 11 emersion classes?
12 the English learner program? 12 A  What do you mean by structured English emersion
13 A Areyou talking about the world language 13 clases?
14 programor just -- 14 Q Isstructured English emersion class sort of a
15 Q Just your -- do you have an English learner 15 termof art?
16 program at your school? 16 A (No audible response.)
17 A The English language learners, according to the 17 Q Do you have any understanding of that being a
18 Statethey require at least 30 minutes aday of English 18 termof art?
19 language ingtruction. | told you that we had adopted 19 A What do you mean "term of art"? What does
20 the Santillanaand then we provided the training for the 20 "termof art" mean?
21 teachers so that they would know how to provide that 21 Q What about BCLADS or CLADS, isit your
22 indruction. 22 understanding that there are certain classes for English
23 Q Isthat a30-minute course that's provided to 23 language learners where ateacher hasto have a CLAD or
24  the students? 24 aBCLAD to teach that class?
25 A It's 30 minutes of using this program, yes, for 25 A | don't think they have to have that anymore.
Page 179 Page 181
1 Englishlanguage. 1 Weaways hope to have teacherswith BCLADS or CLADS.
2 Q Isthat also referred to as-- isthat 2 But the CLAD teacher has had the instructionsin SDAIE
3 bilingua classes? Isthat considered bilingual 3 techniques. But all of the teachers can have second
4  classes? 4 language learners. But what we're working on is making
5 A No. Wedont have bilingual classes. 5 surethat they also learn the techniques.
6 Q Do you know teachers that teach that, do they 6 For instance, this coming year when we have the
7 havetohaveaBCLAD or aCLAD? 7 regiond people cometo give the SFA instruction, they
8 A No. No, uh-huh. 8 dready have talked with Mariana DeSoto who works with
9 Q Other than the 30-minute course that you were 9 theEnglish language learners, and they're going to
10 discussing, isthere anything else that'sinvolved in 10 coordinate that so that they're talking about, thisis
11 the English language learner program? 11 SFA, now these have the SDAIE techniques that you use
12 A Wédl, part of that isusing -- because the 12 when doing thiskind of instruction so we can be sure
13 basisis English language instruction since the passage 13 that'sapart of it.
14 of 227, that seemsto be the emphasis. And the teachers 14 Q Isthe woman that you referred to, Miss DeSoto,
15 arebeing taught various techniques that would make it 15 isshewiththedistrict?
16 so that the curriculum is more accessible to the English 16 A Yeah, sheworks with the district.
17 language learners. There's, you know, T.P.R., whichis 17 Q Soinother words, there'straining provided to
18 Tota Physical Response. That's being sure you use the 18 theteachersthat are going to be teaching these reading
19 visud along with the auditory. | hateto say this, 19 classesto English language learners, as opposed to just
20 SDAIE techniques, because now you're going to ask me 20 thetraining that is provided to the teacherswho are
21 what SDAIE means -- and that's S-D-A-I-E -- Specidly 21 going to teach the reading course to normal students?
22 Designed Academic -- | can't remember. Specially 22 A | don't follow you.
23 Designed Academic Instruction in English. What those 23 Q | wastrying to break down what you stated.
24  arearesmply arejust excellent wonderful teaching 24 You dtated that the district providestraining on SFA;
25 techniquesthat would be good with an English learner as | 25 isthat correct?
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1 A No. Wedo. 1 word of mouth?
2 Q Edison does? 2 A No, we use an intent to return form.
3 A Edison does. 3 Q When did you send thisintent to return form
4 Q But thedigtrict, meaning Miss DeSoto, will 4 out to the teachers?
5 provide additional training to the teachers teaching 5 A Oh, boy, | don't know the exact date, but it's
6 Englishlanguage learners? 6 been quiteawhile. A couple of months.
7 A What happened was that | would like the two to 7 Q Haveyou received dl the responses?
8 beblended together. Asthe SFA ingtruction is good 8 A No, but the people who generally don't send ‘em
9 teaching techniques, but | would like to see more of 9 back generdly are the people that are leaving. At
10 these SDAIE techniquesincluded. So the regiona 10 leadt, that's been my experiencethis year.
11 coordinator, when she wasthere, | had Marianacomeover | 11 Q Do you follow up with the teachers and ask them
12 and they sat down together and talked about how they 12 if they'releaving if they don't return the intent form?
13 might design that staff development so that the 13 A Not necessarily.
14 teachers, when they're learning the SFA and how that's 14 Q Sothesethreeteachersthat are going into
15 done, that they would also be learning, okay, if you're 15 different professions, what classes were they teaching
16 providing the SFA, but these are kinds of techniques you 16 thisyear?
17 could use to make it more accessible for al the 17 A Leannaisteaching fifth grade, and she's
18 students. 18 leavingto go to medical school. And Aaron'safourth
19 Q Meaning more accessble to English language 19 gradeteacher and he wants to be an actor, and the third
20 listeners? 20 one, Tony'saphysical education teacher and he wantsto
21 A Yes 21 coachinjunior college or college, so he's going to go
22 Q And SDAIE isadgtrategy or technique to teach 22 dothat.
23 English language learners? 23 Q Andyou stated that four other teachers you've
24 A Uh-huh. Actualy, it'sjust good instruction 24  mutualy agreed will not be returning. What do you mean
25 but - 25 by that?
Page 183 Page 185
1 Q Inother words, it's good instruction for not 1 A That'saniceway of saying that perhaps our
2 only English language learners but for all students? 2 particular student body is not most suited to them.
3 A For anybody, uh-huh. But probably essential 3 Q Wasthere some sort of assessment that you made
4 for English language learners. 4 throughout the school year that these four teachers
5 MS. KOURY: Can we take afive-minute break? 5 should not return?
6 (Recess)) 6 A Yes, classroom observation, conferences and so
7 BY MS KOURY: 7 forth, and then they also, | think, pretty much without
8 Q How many teachers -- you said that you have 8 my having to say any more determined that they weren't
9 teacher vacanciesfor next year; isthat correct? 9 enjoyingthis.
10 A Uh-huh. 10 Q Do you know if any of those four teachers are
11 Q How did you learn about the teacher vacancies | 11 credentialed?
12 for next year? 12 A Yes, oneof themis.
13 A Wédll, three of them are going -- let me know 13 Q What subject areas do they teach?
14 becausethey're going to go into different professions. | 14 A May | ask you aquestion?
15 | mean, it'stheir choice. 15 Q Sure.
16 Q Didthey tell you orally or did they write it 16 A Thesekinds of thingsto me are confidential.
17 down? 17 Now this becomes part of a public record if | tell you
18 A They tell me orally and then we havethemsign | 18 that, they're -- then that kind of identifies the
19 apaper that saysthey'releaving. 19 person.
20 Q They're only three teachersthat are leaving? 20 MS. KOURY: Can we go off the record.
21 A No, three teachersthat are going into a 21 (Discussion held off the record.)
22 different profession, and then four other teachersthat | 22 (Witness and counsel confer outside room.)
23 we mutually agreed would work someplace el se. 23 BY MS.KOURY:
24 Q Did you send out some sort of letter askingthe | 24 Q What subject areas do these four teachers
25 teachers whether they would return, or isthisjust by 25 teach?
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1 A Beforel answer that, I'd just like to say that 1 Q Haveyou reviewed any of those resumes?
2 basicaly they chose to leave, okay. 2 A No. Wdl, did | read them? Yes, | did.
3 Let's see, one of them teaches art, two teach 3 Q Werethere any resumes from the district that
4 world language and one teaches fourth grade. 4 youwanted to contact individuals from?
5 Q Thetwo that teach world language, did they 5 A | may, but | have other resumes that are a
6 have-- did they teach to English language learners? 6 littlelonger that | would contact first.
7 A Onetaught to English language learners and one 7 Q Arethose from Edison?
8 taught Spanish. 8 A Yes, uh-huh.
9 Q When you say teach Spanish, teach Spanish to 9 Q Youtold meyour criteriafor hiring. Isthat
10 English speaking students? 10 the same criteriayou use when reviewing resumesin
11 A Yes 11 deciding whether to contact someone?
12 Q Werethey both proficient in Spanish? 12 A Weél, the part about their knowledge and their
13 A Yes. Yes, they were. 13 education, yes. You can't tell on apiece of paper the
14 Q Haveyou begun effortsto fill the seven 14 person'sattitude or how much self-confidence they have.
15 positionsthat you now have vacant for next school year? 15 But | amlooking for aparticular -- in some cases,
16 A Yes 16 particular content areas. So for instance, world
17 Q How have you done that? 17 language, | want to see that that person that says that
18 A The Edison regiond people are sending me 18 they have an education and a proficiency in Spanish.
19 resumes. Asl said before, we had the one night at 19 Q Aresome of resumesthat you've received from
20 Brentwood when people -- we did some recruiting. | am 20 Edison of personsthat are proficient in Spanish?
21 contacting Teach for America 21 A Yes, uh-huh.
22 Q Anything else? 22 Q Doesit indicate on their resumeif ateacher's
23 A Right now. | won't go to advertising in the 23 credentided?
24 newspaper probably until | review what | dready havein 24 A Yes
25 theway of resumes. 25 Q Out of the resumes you've received from Edison,
Page 187 Page 189
1 Q Thenight at Brentwood, wasthe district at all 1 do you know how many of those applicants are
2 involved inthat or was that just through Edison? 2 credentided?
3 A No, that's through Edison. 3 A | can't tell you how many. Some are and some
4 Q And haveyou started reviewing any of the 4  arent.
5 resumesthat Edison sent you? 5 Q How many resumes, about, did you receive from
6 A Yes | have 6 Edison?
7 Q Haveyou found any of the resumes-- I'm sorry. 7 A Oh, gosh. Currently the ones| havein hard
8 Haveyou found -- have you decided to contact any of the 8 copy, I've probably got five or six in hard copy, but |
9 individuas? 9 have many that are on my e-mail that | just haven't
10 A Yes 10 taken down yet.
11 Q How many? 11 Q Whenyou say "many,” isthat more than ten?
12 A Oh, gosh, | don't know how many. 12 A Oh, gosh, yes. Sometimesthey'll send, it
13 Q Haveyou contacted any of them yet? 13 might be 20 in abatch. But they send those out, you
14 A I've had oneinterview aready, and then I'll 14 see, to everybody, so | have to go through and select
15 be contacting the rest of them. 15 which ones might be suited to me. My experience isthat
16 Q Wasthat interview from aresume that you 16 I'mgoing to have more successif the person's already
17 received from Edison? 17 living inthe areaor in Cdifornia because of the cost
18 A That interview actually came from the night 18 of livingisso high here.
19 that we did the recruiting at Brentwood. 19 Q How many of those resumes have you reviewed,
20 Q Other than this one interview, have you 20 only thefive or six that you have hard copies of ?
21 interviewed anyone else? 21 A I'veread them, but I'm narrowing down to the
22 A For next year, no. 22 onesthat I'm really serious that that's the subject |
23 Q Haveyou received any resumes from the 23 need. Becausethey could be, you know -- they send 'em
24 digtrict? 24 out to everyone, so it could be that teacher's a primary
25 A Yes 25 teacher. | don't need that. Or let'ssay it'samiddle
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1 school history teacher. | don't need that. | haveto 1 A They may do apreliminary interview. For
2 go through and sort out which ones are really the areas 2 instance, in one kind of had a preliminary interview at
3 that | happen to need this year. 3 thejobfair there.
4 Q Theteacher that you've interviewed already, 4 Q Sothey assist you in finding candidates?
5 why did you pick that resume and ask that person for an 5 A Oh, absolutely, and they redlly are very
6 interview? 6 helpful.
7 A Onthebasis of their background and education. 7 Q They aso review the resumes?
8 It'saso acredentialed teacher that has several years 8 A Uh-huh. Teachersare very good, | find, when
9 of teaching middle school, and because my teacher who 9 they'retalking about recommending somebody to work with
10 wasthere and met her originally just felt she was 10 themet their site. They'revery particular. So I've
11 terificinal ways, personally and attitude and the 11 gotten some very good -- some of the best off of their
12 wholething. 12 recommendations.
13 Unfortunately the only thing she wanted was a 13 Q Do you think having ateacher who is fluent or
14 seven/eight history/socia science and | aready have 14 proficient in atarget language qualifies or assists
15 that filled. 15 that teacher in teaching English learners?
16 Q Soyoure not hiring her? 16 MR. JACOBS: Objection, compound.
17 A Wedll, | tried. She'swonderful. | tried to 17 BY MS.KOURY:
18 redirect her but she -- she dready hasajob so she 18 Q You can answer though.
19 doesn't haveto -- but she'd rather be up here. | think 19 A | don't know if | understand the question.
20 her husband works at Stanford or something, so she 20 Q Do you think that being proficient or being
21 wanted to be up here. 21 fluentin atarget language assists ateacher in
22 Q Butit didn't work out? 22 teaching English language learners?
23 A Well, she gave me another updated resume and 23 A Yes, | think so.
24 said, call, but then what | wastrying to get her 24 Q Do most of your -- do you seek teacherswho are
25 interested in was my fourth or fifth grade, and huh-uh. 25 proficient or fluent in languages such as Spanish --
Page 191 Page 193
1 Middle school or high school, but she wasn't goingdown | 1 A Yes
2 to-- shewould have been great iniit, but -- 2 Q --inorder to teach English learners?
3 Q When do you expect that you'll begin 3 A | would prefer to have someone that has a
4 interviewing more teachersto fill these positions for 4 second language to teach anyone. But particularly if
5 nextyear? 5 they teach Spanish, because our school iscloseto 70
6 A Oh, | will be doing phone interviews and 6 percent second language learners.
7 hopefully in-person interviews hopefully next week. 7 Q How many of your teachers this past school year
8 Q Wasthis person that you interviewed, was that 8 areproficient or fluent in Spanish, do you know?
9 aphoneinterview or ain-person interview? 9 A Yes. Just give me aminute to think.
10 A No, she cameto my office. 10 | have eight that are redlly literate. | mean,
11 Q Havethere been any phone interviews? 11 there are other people like myself that understand
12 A Not yet. The recruiting teachers may be 12 Spanish and can speak some, but | wouldn't call 'em
13 talking to people already, because if they go through 13 proficient. | have eight that are really literate.
14 and they find somebody they've talked to they think is 14 Q Do they teach English language learners?
15 redly of particular interest, then that person goes 15 A Weadl teach English language learners.
16 right up to the front and they'll say, "Y ou need to 16 Q How many others do you think, or do you know
17 interview this person now." 17 have abackground in Spanish such as what you are
18 Q What'sarecruiting teacher? 18 describing, in other words, they understand Spanish and
19 A. Well, as| said before, we have teachers that 19 can speak aminima amount?
20 we pay astipend to to be involved, to work with the 20 A Let methink. | haveto think of 'em by name.
21 regiona recruiter to try and facilitate finding the 21 Let'ssee
22 right teachers. 22 Maybe four or five. Four that | could be sure
23 Q Arethey located at the school site? 23 would understand pretty well.
24 A Oh,yes. 24 Q Other than what you've described to me before
25 Q Do they interview the teachers? 25 with the SDAIE, isthere any other type of additional
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1 trainingthat you provide to your teachersto assist 1 subject and because they were new.
2 theminteaching English language learners? 2 I can't think of anything else.
3 A Weéll, | think I mentioned we had the training 3 Q You described to me earlier the custodia
4 to usethe Santillana materials also specificaly. And 4 schedulefor cleaning the bathrooms. Could you tell me
5 when sheisgiving that ingtruction, she doesn't just 5 what the procedureis at Edison for maintaining
6 tell you, "Thisisthe way you use the materials." She 6 cleanliness on the campusin general?
7 actually talks about the techniquesto be used in 7 A What do you mean by "procedure”?
8 general for working with English language learners. 8 Q Waéll, arethere -- the two night custodians,
9 Q Whoisshe? 9 do they clean the campus or maintain the campus at night
10 A Sheworkswith Santillana and she is aformer 10 besidesjust cleaning the bathrooms?
11 teacher. Bagatelloisher last name, Ann Bagatello. 11 A They clean the rooms, the classrooms and they
12 Q Isshe employed by the district? 12 clean the bathrooms and they clean the office. And they
13 A No, by the publisher. 13 would clean the courtyard, if there were papers or
14 Q And how long does she train the teachers to use 14 thingsin there, they would do that.
15 these materials? Isit aone-day session? 15 The head custodian is aso working at night.
16 A Shedid the one-day session and then shelll 16 But wehavealittle different schedule in that our head
17 come back asneeded. Shewill come back next year -- 17 custodian actually works during the day for the district
18 she'sredlly -- sometimes, you know, they'rejust a 18 ontheir maintenance crew. At night he worksfor us.
19 sdesperson, but she's really a knowledgeabl e teacher. 19 Sohearrivesat like 3:30 and that's when the night
20 She'spretty good. 20 cudodians arethere, so he can direct their work and so
21 Q Isthere any other type of training provided to 21 forth. And because he works one job for the district
22 teachersto assist them to teach English language 22 and onejob for Edison, they a so work on the weekends.
23 learners? 23 Becausethey only work -- oh, they work like five hours
24 A Thedistrict has provided some staff 24 anight during the week and they make up the rest of the
25 development sessions, but they're moreinregardtowhat | 25 40 hours on the weekends. So they do all the yard work,
Page 195 Page 197
1 theregulations might be and the obligations. 1 thelawnsand bushesand cleaning up of the campus, and
2 Q What do you mean by that? 2 that'swhen they might do additional maintenance.
3 A Widll, for instance, you must do half an hour a 3 Q Who'sthey?
4 day and it must bein your lesson plan. And so, you 4 A The custodians.
5 know, regulationsthat the State might put forward of 5 Q All three of them?
6 what hasto happen with English language learners, 6 A Uh-huh.
7 rather than so much the techniques ateacher -- whereas | 7 Q Sothey work at Edison-McNair on the weekends?
8 we spend alittle more time on how to teach. 8 A Yes and a Brentwood. And there's some other
9 Q And that's done in the programs that you 9 --1don't know how many custodians are hired over at
10 described to me? 10 Brentwood. | know | have the two plus the head
11 A What'sdone? 11 custodian does both schools, but he has another crew
12 Q When you say that "we spend more time" -- 12 over thereto work at their facility.
13 A Yes, inthe Santillanaand in genera training 13 Q What other additional maintenance do they do on
14 and good ingtruction, sure. 14  the weekends that you were mentioning?
15 Q Isthere any other type of support that you 15 A Oh, they paint. Weve had carpeting done on
16 provide or that Edison provides to teachers teaching 16 theweekend. Oh, gosh, you know, repair of things. And
17 Englishlanguage learnersto assist them? 17 when the fire department came because of our dead cat,
18 A Yes. We have, again, aregiona person who 18 inorder to climb whatever they thought it was, they
19 comeswho work specificaly with theworld language | 19 poked aholein the ceiling, so that would be the kind
20 teachers. 20 of thing that they would come back and repair.
21 Q Anything else besides the regional person who 21 Q Did they come back and repair that?
22 comesfor the world language teachers? 22 A | mean the custodian did, yesh, uh-huh.
23 A Wadl, shealso looks at what the programisand | 23 Q And the nightly cleaning, you said they clean
24 what we're doing with all of the classrooms. But she 24 theclassrooms. What do they do in the classrooms?
25 was particularly focused on them because of their 25 A Vacuum, could be, you know, clean chak trays,
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1 clean off desks, if necessary, that kind of thing, empty 1 A Yes, certainly.
2 thetrash. 2 Q Hashe ever advised you that a particular
3 Q Andthey clean around -- do they clean the 3 repair needed to be done or some maintenance needsto
4 outside of the campus, meaning the play areas? 4  occur?
5 A That happens more on weekends. And then the 5 A Surdly.
6 day custodian, part of hisjob, he goes around and picks 6 Q Could you give me an example of that?
7 up any papersthat might have been left from the night 7 A Let'ssee, sometimesit's been bathrooms where,
8 Dbefore and that kind of thing. 8 you know, if he wanted to have a new -- he wanted new
9 Q When you say "he goes," where does he go, 9 partitions put in, and of course we put the new
10 around the campus? 10 partitionsin the bathroom where the student
11 A And the campus, uh-huh. 11 subsequently burned the bathroom. But you know, he felt
12 Q Does he check the classrooms as well? 12 that we needed new partitions. He tells us about that.
13 A During the day? 13 Hedid that himsalf, or hired somebody to do it that
14 Q Right. 14 time so it would get done quickly.
15 A No, that's supposed to be all completed at 15 If it were just aregular kind of thing that he
16 night. Butif something comes up -- sometimes, you 16 could just go fix, he would probably just go fix it.
17 know, if ateacher calls and saysthere's aproblem, 17 Butif it were something that -- and which is often the
18 then he goes and takes care of it. 18 case, where he needs to expend money, for instance, go
19 Q What about the multipurpose room, does--ordo | 19 to Home Depot to get apart or something like that, then
20 the night custodians clean the multipurpose room? 20 hewould either check with me or the business manager.
21 A Yes, and the day custodian has part of that 21 Oftenif it's materias, he checks with the business
22 responsibility. But he cleans up every day after 22 manager.
23 breakfast. We provide breakfast for the students. And 23 He checks with me about overtime because we
24 then he cleans again, cleans up after lunch. 24 gpent so much money on overtime for last school that |
25 Q How does he clean after breakfast and after 25 finally had to tell him no more overtime without advance
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1 lunch? Doeshejust pick up the trash? 1 approval.
2 A He emptiesthe trash, he sweeps up the floor, 2 Q Isthishow you learn about problems on campus
3 that kind of thing. When they polish the floor, they'll 3 with respect to maintenance issues is through your head
4 do that on the weekends usualy. We dso -- there'sa 4 custodian?
5 church that they're rebuilding that uses our 5 A Usually. He comesto work at 3:30 and I'm
6 multipurpose room on Sundays, so we clean after them 6 usually there until 5:00 or 6:00 o'clock and he makes a
7 too. 7 point of comingin, or if I have aconcern I'll go find
8 Q Does hewipe down the tables? 8 him. But heusudly comesin and tells me whatever isa
9 A Oh, yeah, sure. 9 concernfor him.
10 Q How about the night custodians, how do they 10 Q Do you pay for any of these maintenance issues
11 cleanthe multipurpose room? Isit the same? 11 through your genera fund, or where do you get the money
12 A Hedoes most of the work in the multipurpose 12 to pay for additional --
13 room before he leaves for the day. But they get 13 A Out of our regular budget. That's one of the
14 involved, for instance, if it's been used at night or on 14 reasons| had to say we're going to stop the overtime,
15 the weekend, then they would be cleaning it. 15 we were running out of money, yeah.
16 Q Do you oversee the custodians work? In other 16 Q Hasthere ever been atime where you needed him
17 words, do they report to you? 17 to repair or fix something, or you needed him for
18 A They report to the head custodian. 18 overtime and you didn't have the funds for it?
19 Q Doesthe head custodian report to you? 19 A No. When we have emergencies, you just have to
20 A Yes, to meand to the business manager. In 20 takecareofit.
21 Edison's structure, the business manager also is 21 Q And you've been ableto do s0?
22 responsible for facilities. 22 A Yes
23 Q Do you know, isthe head custodianinformedto | 23 Q Isit hisresponsbility to maintain the
24 advise either you or the business manager if there are 24 drinking fountains on campus?
25 facility problems on campus they discover? 25 A Yes
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1 Q You began to describe the drinking fountain or 1 thefaucet.
2 the problems you've had with the drinking fountain 2 Q Doesthat happen often, that the students jam
3 located outside. 3 things up the faucet?
4 A Yeah. 4 A | don't know. It'sright up there with
5 Q Other than that drinking fountain, have there 5 graffiti in the bathroom. It doesn't happen al the
6 been any other drinking fountains that, you know, have 6 time, but from time to time he's had to clean those out.
7 not worked or have had problems? 7 Q Isthere anything you do to address that with
8 A Thedrinking fountains are kind of an ongoing 8 the students?
9 maintenance issue because children do like to stick 9 A Yes Weaddressit with the teachers and the
10 thingsin the faucets so that the water doesn't come 10 teachersaddressit with the students. But idedlly, if
11 out, you know, that kind of thing. And we replaced all 11 we could keep that outside fountain working -- which |
12 thefaucet heads so that they would work more 12 don't think we can -- then when the students have their
13 efficiently. But it seemsto bethat it just kind of 13 lunch recess, they could use the outside. But because
14 takes congtant paying attention to the faucetsin order 14 we cant, then they, of course, haveto be ableto
15 to be surethat they're functioning. 15 drink, so they comein. So they're not as closely
16 He's been pretty good about that, but sometimes 16 supervised when they come in to use that fountain as
17 you go out there and, you know, two of them haveagood | 17 they might be. There's not ateacher that has water
18 dstream of water and the other one has a smaller stream 18 fountain duty. So yes, people have accessto it and can
19 of water, and the kids don't like that. But it'sjust a 19 dothingsif they want to. But wetry to fix
20 red -- you know, he just hasto tend to that alot. 20 everything, you know, as quick aswe can.
21 Q When were the fountain heads replaced? 21 Q Haveyou ever received complaintsthat a
22 A Oh, gee, earlier thisyear. | couldnt tell 22 student isunable to drink water when he or she needs to
23 you which month, but it was -- 23 or wantsto?
24 Q Before Christmas? 24 A Sometimes they've comein and said the drinking
25 A | want to say it was before Christmas. | don't 25 fountain's not working, yeah.
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1 remember exactly. 1 Q Haveyou been in the office when that's
2 We aso have redone -- tried to maintain that 2 happened?
3 outside one and hetotally had it fixed and working 3 A Uh-huh.
4 wonderfully and that lasted for about two days before 4 Q Andwhat did you do?
5 somebody jammed some stuff in there, and it just -- 5 A 1 gooutand see.
6 weve given up on the outside one becauise we can't 6 Q And then what happens?
7 control the - 7 A And then we contact the custodian and see if
8 Q Do you think it's beyond your control ? 8 it'ssomething that the day fellow can fix, and if not
9 A Yes. When you have an open campus like that, 9 andit needsrepair, we repair it.
10 and you come back on Mondays and it's not working, what | 10 Q How quickly do the repairs usually occur for
11 areyougoingto do? But when the children are there, 11 thewater fountains?
12 the courtyard's open so they have those fountains. 12 A Wdll, alot of timesit'slike that night.
13 Q How about keeping the water fountains clean, 13 Unlessit'samatter of apart he can't get. Y ou know,
14  whose responsibility isthat? 14 hell just go get it -- if it needs a part or anew
15 A The custodians. 15 faucet or something, he getsit and repairsit. But I'm
16 Q When do they clean the water fountains? 16 surethere are occasions when he can't get the part.
17 A That's part of the job that they do at night 17 Q Whenyou say "he can't get the part,”" do you
18 when they're cleaning. 18 mean he can't get the part within that school day?
19 Q What about the day custodian, does he check the 19 A It could be. Maybe they don't have the part
20 water fountains during the day? 20 andit hasto be ordered. If they haveto order the
21 A Wadll, he does ageneral check of the campus. 21 part, thenit could take longer.
22 | supposeif there was something -- sometimes heis 22 Q Do you know of any occasion where awater
23 unplugging the water fountains during the day. 23 fountain has been broken and it's taken longer than a
24 Q Why isthat? 24 school day for himto repair it?
25 A Well, because somebody's jammed something up 25 A | don't know that. | would imagineit to be
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1 true, but | don't know that for afact. 1 not to use anymore because it's not functioning?
2 Q Do you ever received complaints about the water 2 A Uh-huh.
3 fountains having trash in them? 3 Q Do you think that there are enough water
4 A No, not particularly. Sometimes kids put paper 4 fountains on campus? Aside from having one water
5 init, but that's cleaned out. 5 fountain outside now that's not functioning, do you
6 Q When you say it's cleaned out, do you mean 6 think that there are enough water fountains on campus?
7 nightly? 7 A Weél, judging by their use, | would say yes. |
8 A Oh, yes, nightly. But it might be -- | mean, 8 don't seelines of kidswaiting to use the drinking
9 if | walk by adrinking fountain and somebody put trash 9 fountain.
10 initor something like that, | cleanit out. | don't 10 Q Haveyou ever sought assistance from the
11 leaveit. 11 district in maintaining the water fountains for keeping
12 Q Andyou said earlier that you do have 12 their flow strong?
13 opportunity throughout the school day to observe the 13 A No, | think Oscer fedls he's been ableto do it
14 water fountains? 14 himsalf.
15 A Oh, sure. 15 MR. JACOBS: Oscer is?
16 Q How would you generally describe their 16 THE WITNESS: He'sthe head custodian, excuse me.
17 condition? 17 BY MS.KOURY:
18 A Ingenerd | think they'refine. | think there 18 Q How about problems with broken windows, is that
19 aretimeswhen, you know, they haveto be cleaned. I'm | 19 something that your custodian handles?
20 more frustrated by keeping them working with a strong 20 A Yes
21 enough flow of water but | think the custodians make 21 Q How do you learn about problems such as broken
22 every effort to try and have it working. 22 windows?
23 Q When you say you're frustrated with keepingthe | 23 A How do | personally learn about them?
24 flow of the water, is that because the students tend to 24 Q Do you personaly learn about them?
25 clog the faucets? 25 A Not aways, because many timesit's just taken
Page 207 Page 209
1 A Yes, and it frustrates me more than one way, 1 careof. Ifitwereredly broken so that somebody
2 not only the water, but the fact that that's happened is 2 could get in and that kind of thing, then somebody would
3 kind of frustrating. 3 let meknow that they've boarded up the window until it
4 Q What about condomsin the water fountains, have 4 could befixed. But the kind of glass-- alot of times
5 you ever seen condomsin the water fountains? 5 it'scracked and it's not a matter of the being
6 A No. But on the outside water fountain, the 6 concerned about access.
7 kids have told me that like when they've come back on a 7 Q Haveyou had any windows broken such that they
8 Monday morning, that there are condoms there, and then | 8 needed to be boarded while you've been at Edison?
9 askthecustodianto cleanit up. But we've dso told 9 A Yes
10 themthat -- you know, that drinking fountain doesn't 10 Q And how did you learn about that?
11 work so don't go there. 11 A You know, | don't remember whether the
12 Q How doesthe custodian clean it when you've 12 custodian told me or the teacher or the office people.
13 told himto clean it because a condom has been found on 13 Somebody told me about it.
14 thewater fountain? 14 Q Do you know how that's resolved?
15 A What do you mean how? Heremovesit. 15 A What do you mean?
16 Q Isthere anything else that was done to the 16 MR. JACOBS: Objection.
17 water fountain? 17 BY MS.KOURY:
18 A Wiédll, hecould clean it if it were dirty, I'm 18 Q If awindow isbroken and it needsto be
19 sure. But | don't know that that's ever happened with 19 boarded, isthat something that requires a maintenance
20 thedrinking fountains that are functioning that we were 20 order from the digtrict?
21 using. I've never heard anybody tell me of happening 21 A No. No, our custodian takes care of that.
22 with the onesinside the courtyard. 22 Our custodian takes care of al the maintenance except
23 Q Your understanding isit only happen -- 23 for some emergency or capita --
24 A Theoneoutside, yeah. 24 Q Do you know if teachers are aware of awindow
25 Q And that water fountain, the students are told 25 inaclassroom being broken, what they do?
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1 A Yes, they tell usabout it. They tell the 1 by writing him anote and putting it in this mailbox?
2 office generally, rather than going -- they don't go 2 A Wevedirected them to do that, but they always
3 draight to the custodian. They tell the office and the 3 know to let the office manager know and he would let
4  office people would inform the custodian. 4  Oscar know.
5 Q And then what happens? After the custodianis 5 Q And how quickly arelightsreplaced ina
6 informed, what happens? 6 classroomif they're not functioning or if they're
7 A Widll, if it'sthe day custodian he's probably 7 broken?
8 goingto board it until Oscar comesin in the afternoon, 8 A Wdll, if they have the lights on campus, it's
9 because Oscar would be the one that would go out and 9 doneright away. And then he might have to go out and
10 purchase the window and replaceit. 10 buy additional. Usually he keeps extra lights, though.
11 Q Doessomeone clean the glass? Presumably ifa | 11 Q You how do you know that?
12 window was broken, there may be glass. |s someone 12 A Whodo I know what?
13 responsiblefor cleaning up the glass? 13 Q That he keeps additiona lights?
14 A Yes 14 A Because I've seen the day custodian replace
15 Q Who would that be? 15 lightswhen wetold him one was out.
16 A The custodian. 16 Q And have you ever received any complaints that
17 Q And how long doesit take for thewindow tobe | 17 lightswere not functioning or broken and they're not
18 replaced once awindow is broken, and when | say 18 being replaced fast enough?
19 "replaced,” | mean anew glass put in the window? 19 A No.
20 A 1t would depend again on whether he had to 20 Q You mentioned earlier that sometimes windows
21 order glass or whether it was readily available. 21 arejust cracked?
22 Q "He" being Oscar? 22 A Yes
23 A Yes, uh-huh. 23 Q And what happens when awindow is cracked? Is
24 Q Doyou know generally, doesthat takeacouple | 24 that something that the custodian is made aware of?
25 of daysoristhat longer? 25 A Yes. Thoseare supposed to be taken care of
Page 211 Page 213
1 A Again, | would say it depends on whether the 1 too. Itisn't quite-- you know, in the doorsthere's
2 materialsare availableto him. It could be the same -- 2 thoselittle windows, the doors in the classroom, and
3 that samenight if he's able to get what he needs. If 3 they havewirein'em and al that. Sometimes they
4 he'snot, then as soon as he's able to, it's repaired. 4 become cracked, but it isn't a matter of somebody's
5 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints for 5 going to break in through that, nor isit a situation
6 windows being boarded up -- 6 whereit could, you know -- how do | say, make a
7 A No. 7 problem -- danger for achild or something. So --
8 Q -- and not being replaced quick enough? 8 Q It'snot given priority aswould --
9 A No. 9 A It'snot given the priority of awindow that
10 Q Haveyou ever learned of any lights being 10 could provide access or could have been a danger, if
11 brokenin any classrooms? 11 it'sasdfety issue. If it'sasafety issue, then hed
12 A Broken? Not functioning? Which? 12 haveto take them out and board it up.
13 Q Either broken or not functioning? 13 Q Have you heard of windows that have cracksin
14 A Oh, sure, lights go out and they replace them. 14  them being replaced while you've been at Edison-McNair?
15 Q Who isresponsiblefor that, to -- 15 A Surely.
16 A Thecustodian. 16 Q Sothey arereplaced when there'sacrack in
17 Q And how does the custodian learn about that, 17 window, it'sjust not given the same priority asa
18 when alight needsto be replaced? 18 broken window would be?
19 A Widll, it could be by their own observation, or 19 A 1 would say that's fair to say, yeah,
20 theteacher will tell 'em, or the teacher will go tell 20 particularly thoselittle ones.
21 the office so the office -- Oscar has a mailbox there, 21 Q Areyou aware of any -- actualy, are there any
22 soweleave notesfor himtelling him if theresalight 22 practicesin place at Edison, or things done at Edison
23 out in such and such aroom or whatever the issue might | 23 to address problems regarding pests?
24 be. 24 A Pests?
25 Q Haveyou informed the teachers to inform Oscar 25 Q Yes
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1 A Likemice? 1 A Weéll, | haven't had the same teacher tell me
2 Q Likemice, likerats? 2 more than once because we take care of it, but |'ve had
3 A I've never seen arat anywhere, but we do have 3 different teachers say that they saw amousein the
4 afied closeto usand so forth, and so we have had 4 classroom.
5 mice, and we have a pest control company that deals with 5 Q Hasthe pest control only come once this school
6 themiceif we have mice. 6 yea?
7 Q Doesthe pest control -- you said it'sa 7 A | don't know how many times they've come. Once
8 company? 8 that | directly wastalking to him that he came when |
9 A Yeah, it'saprivate company that comes and 9 wasintheoffice. But it wouldn't teke meto call him.
10 they put out little -- 10 | mean my office people would call and have him come
11 Q Traps? 11 out.
12 A Wadll, they're not traps. They're more like 12 Q Soit'spossible he's come out on other
13 poisontrays. That'swhy we had -- | had onethat | 13 occasions and you're not aware of it?
14 think was going to become a pet because | didn't want to 14 A They could have and | would not necessarily
15 comein and find himin the morning there. But he left. 15 know it because peoplejust take care of it.
16 Q Doesthe pest contral company come on aregular 16 Q And would teachers complain directly to your
17 basisor do they only come when -- 17 office managers?
18 A Wehad one time this year when it seemed like 18 A Surely, and me, anybody else, I'm sure, if they
19 --1 wasspraying and | guess the mice must have had 19 sawamouse.
20 babiesor something because | really had not seen any 20 Q Other than setting the poison trays, do you
21 mice before that. But there was a period there and then 21 know of any other measures the pest control company took
22 we had them come and -- but | also found that peopleput | 22 to insure that there wouldn't be any more pests?
23 food away. For instance, | had 'em in my office because 23 A When| talked to him he put those out. That
24 | keep candy in there and | didn't think about that, and 24  seemed to pretty much work. He talked about being sure
25 | cameinthe morning and they were chewing on the 25 there wasn't food left out somewhere, that kind of
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1 candy. Oncel put the candy inside of ametal filing 1 thing.
2 cabinet, he apparently chose another home. So part of 2 Q Why do you think it seemed to pretty much work?
3 itis, you know, be sure that you keep the foodstuffs 3 A Because we haven't heard any complaints about
4 out. 4 micesince hewastherethislast time, and | havent
5 Q So you advise your teachers with respect to -- 5 seenany more. Wedid haveto talk to teachers about
6 A Uh-huh. Youdon't haveto say much. Oncethey | 6 not leaving food out though.
7 seeamouse, they don't particularly like that either. 7 Q Do you know if the teachers, or if you
8 Buttherearefieldsthereand | think, you know, we 8 instructed the students about leaving food out as well?
9 just haveto keep having the pest control people come 9 A The children don't generally leave food out
10 when that happens. We had one episode thisyear when | 10 overnight, and that's kind of the issue, you know. The
11 they cameout and | haven't heard complaints about it 11 micedon't generally join you for lunch. They wait
12 sincethen. 12 until you go home and then they come.
13 Q When did the pest control come out this year? 13 Q Haveyou received any complaints other than the
14 A Oh, spring. | can't remember months, but | 14 onesyou just indicated from teachers regarding mice or
15 know it was springtime. 15 ratsat school?
16 Q Meaning after January? 16 A No.
17 A Yes Theyrelittle babies. They'relike 17 Q No complaints from parents?
18 fidd mice. Have you ever seen 'em? 18 A No, notto me.
19 Q Haveyou heard any teachers complain that there | 19 Q Arethere any other measures that you haven't
20 areratsinthe classrooms? 20 discussed with me yet that you take to insure that pests
21 A No. Mice. They seethemice. 21 arekept off of your campus?
22 Q You've had teachersindicate to you that there 22 A | cant think of any pests except for
23 aremicein the classrooms? 23 gpringtime mice that we've had. Once in awhile we get
24 A | have, yeah. 24 ants, and that again is when people leave food.
25 Q Wasthat on more than one occasion? 25 Q Hasthat been aproblem at your school at al?
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1 A It hasn't been amgjor thing, but | got ants 1 right away. But hedid tell me he didnt close up the
2 because| left my candy out. Oncel put it away -- 2 holeright away because he wanted to be sure he'd taken
3 Q But you learned your lesson; isthat right? 3 careof thelesk.
4 A I'mlearning don't leave your candy out. 4 Q $So heleft the hole open until he determined
5 Q Haveyou heard of any classrooms having ant 5 that he had taken care of the leak?
6 problems? 6 A Yeah. Youknow, those have kind of adrop
7 A A couple of classrooms, they said that they had 7 celing. So the hole was where the dropped celling is.
8 ant problems, and then we had the custodians spray at 8 It'sthat piecethere. There are pipes up therein and
9 night. But you know, you don't want to use that spray 9 there'saroof up inthere, and if you've ever had a
10 during the daytime when children are there. It'sjust 10 leak, you know sometimes water will sometimesfollow a
11 the samekind of spray you'd use at home, but you never | 11 certain path and that's not where the leak is.
12 know when it might negatively affect achild, so | ask 12 Q When you say he removed sections, do you mean
13 themtodoit at night so that the odor and all is gone. 13 the sections from thetiles, the ceiling tiles sections?
14 Q Did that seem to resolve the problem? 14 A Yes
15 A Itseemedto. | haven't had anybody come back 15 Q Did herequire assistance from the district
16 tomeasecondtime. 16 when hewastaking care of that?
17 Q Haveyou ever had the pest control people spray 17 A | dont believe so. Not to my knowledge.
18 any kind of pesticide? 18 Q Do you know how long it took him to close the
19 A Not that | know of, no. 19 tile--
20 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints or heard 20 A How long between the time of the leak and the
21 about a problem with holesin the ceilings of any of 21 closing? | don't know.
22 your classrooms? 22 Q Howlong -- yes.
23 A | have one teacher, yes, and that's been fixed. 23 A | don't know that.
24 Hehad aholein hisceiling. And then we had thefire 24 Q Did you receive any complaints about it being
25 department hole and we fixed that. 25 - remaining exposed?
Page 219 Page 221
1 Q Wasthat the fire department hole that the fire 1 A No. | have avery comical math teacher who
2 department made when they were looking for the smell? 2 referredtoit ashis skylight, but he wasn't disturbed
3 A Yes 3 by it becauseit didn't affect the cold or the hot in
4 Q Wastheholein the ceiling that you said a 4 theroom or anything. It wasjust open. And it was--
5 teacher complained about, do you know what room that was 5 it'stoward acorner so it wasn't like over akid's head
6 in? 6 or something like that, you know.
7 A Yes, it was the math teacher, seventh grade 7 Q Andit'snow fixed?
8 math teacher, and what the head custodian had told me is 8 A Yes
9 there had been aleak in the roof and water had comein 9 Q Isitno longer leaking?
10 and so forth an that he had -- that has sections. We 10 A Wadl, it hasn't rained since then, so we'll see
11 had removed those. | don't know whether -- | think he 11 whenitrainsagain.
12 removed them himself because they were wet, and then in 12 Q Isityour custodian's opinion that the leak
13 order to get up and repair, and that was open for a 13 hasbeen repaired?
14  while because he was dealing with finding the leak in 14 A Hethinksit has been, yes. That'swhy he
15 theroof, and then you know how that goes. And once he 15 closedit up.
16 determined that he had that taken care of, then he 16 Q Areyou aware of any exposed holesin your
17 closed up the hole. 17 blacktop area?
18 Q Wasthat in Room 7, do you know? 18 A Exposed holesin my blacktop area?
19 A Yes itisRoom?7. 19 Q When| say "blacktop,” | mean the play areas of
20 Q How quickly after the teacher complained that 20 theschooal.
21 therewasaleak inthe roof did your custodian begin 21 A Exposed holes? No. Thefootball field
22 working on that? 22 sometimes -- and that redlly is part of the 49er
23 A Youknow, | can't tell you for afact but I'm 23 Academy. You know, under the grassit might have some
24 sureif the teacher told him there was aleak, he 24 divots or things like that.
25 probably was doing whatever he could to stop the leak 25 Q Excuseme?
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1 A It might have divots or something. Y ou know 1 grate, and | don't know when it was moved or by whom. |
2 how grass areas sometimes do that. 2 just had to ask to have the custodian put it back.
3 Q Isthere any area where there were pipes that 3 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints or
4 there'sa-- there was pipes that were exposed that 4 concerns from parents with respect to this?
5 perhaps have now aplank of wood over them? 5 A No, huh-uh.
6 A Thereisaplace out to the side of the 6 Q How about other teachers?
7 asphalt, if you run the way over the grass, where 7 A No. It'sonly been onetime, and in fact,
8 there's some valvesdown in there, but it haslike a 8 fairly recently, that | saw the grate off there and the
9 meta grate over it. 9 kidswere playing.
10 Q What do you mean by "ametal grate over it"? 10 Q Did you ingtruct the kids not to take the grate
11 A It hasameta grate over it. 11 off?
12 Q Isthereany accessinside -- under the metal 12 A Yes
13 grate, or isit completely covered? 13 Q Have you ever seen other teachers instruct the
14 A Thechildren can lift the grate out if they 14 kidsnot to take the grate off?
15 chooseto, but the grate coversthe whole thing. It's 15 A No, I've never seen the grate off it other than
16 just arectangular, maybethat wide, and | don't know, 16 that onetime.
17 maybe the distance acrossthistable. But it hasa 17 Q Haveyou ever heard of it coming off other than
18 metal grating that fits over it. 18 that onetime?
19 Q Do you know how deep it isonce -- if you lift 19 A No, nobody's brought it to my attention. It's
20 themeta grate? 20 another one of those things, though, that could happen
21 A (Indicating.) 21 &fter school on the weekends because the playground's
22 Q About? 22 not closed. But it would take severd people, pretty
23 A Yeah, | dont know. A foot. There'ssome 23 srong, to moveit.
24 vavesdowninthereand thenit hasametal grateover | 24 Q Isthereair conditioning at your school,
25 it 25 Edison-McNair?
Page 223 Page 225
1 Q Do you know why the metal grate's not 1 A No.
2 permanently affixed? 2 Q Do any of the classrooms have air conditioning?
3 A | think so that people can get at the valves. 3 A Portables, yeah. There are four portables back
4 Q Isthisnear the children's play area? 4 there. Brentwood usesthree of them, we use one.
5 A Yes, it's, asl said, between the asphalt and 5 You'reright, they do have air conditioning.
6 thegrassof thefootball field, to the side. 6 Q But the permanent classrooms don't?
7 Q Haveyou ever heard of any studentsfalling 7 A No.
8 insde? 8 Q Do you think the permanent classrooms need air
9 A No. 9 conditioning?
10 Q Haveyou ever heard of any students hurting 10 A | think everybody needsair conditioning. It
11 themselves? 11 would be niceto have air conditioning on these days
12 A No. | have seen them take the grate off and 12 whenit getsso hot. But | don't know of any of the
13 getinit, but they weren't hurt. They weredoingiton | 13 schoolshave air conditioning. 1've never had air
14 purpose. 14 conditioning where | came from.
15 Q Do you think it poses adanger to the students? | 15 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints that the
16 A No. 16 permanent classrooms are too warm?
17 Q Why not? 17 A Oh, when we have the hot days, many times the
18 A Weéll, because generally the grate's on there 18 teacherswill take a class out under atree or something
19 andit'snot anissue, and the grateisrealy heavy. | 19 likethat. Sure, it getswarm.
20 cantliftit. 1 mean, if somebody movesit, it would 20 Q Do those hot days, are they usually consecutive
21 take-- 21 hot days, or are they usually broken up?
22 Q Haveyou seen studentslift it? 22 A Wadll, | mean, it'snot hot likeitisin
23 A | have seen when it wasn't thereand they were | 23 LosAngeles. Y ou know, we have had some hot times,
24 playing agame and therewasachild sitting init. But | 24 last month. There'sbeen afew days.
25 it'snot very deep and -- but | didn't seethem movethe | 25 Q Whenyou say "hot times," though, isthat just

57 (Pages 222 to 225)




Page 226

Page 228

1 oneparticular day that's hot that's followed by a day 1 Q. Weaso discussed alittle bit the graffiti on
2 that's cooler and then perhaps another hot day, or do 2 thewalls. You say that's something that your night
3 you have aspring of several days-- 3 custodian usualy handles?
4 A Wevehad, if | am remembering correctly, maybe 4 A Yes. Itdependsthough. Sometimesif it's
5 two daystogether and then a cooler day and you know -- 5 somebody's name or if the language is bad, then | have
6 Q Haveyou received any complaints from parents 6 theday man clean it up right now.
7 or from students that their classrooms are too hot? 7 MS. KOURY': | need afive-minute recess.
8 A No. Teacherswill say, you know, it's hot 8 (Recess))
9 because when you'rein aroom with 30 children, it gets 9 BY MS.KOURY:
10 warm. But they usually -- the nice thing here is that 10 Q Weve been discussing water fountains earlier.
11 oftentimesin the afternoon you get a breeze and so it 11 A Wecertainly have. Excuse me, it's getting
12 helps. But there have been days when -- for instance, 12 late.
13 wehad the physical education, instead of being outside, | 13 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints or been
14 we had them at the Boys and Girls Club in the 14 aware of any of the water fountains having brown water
15 multipurpose room. 15 that's coming out?
16 Q Isthat something that you do to alleviate the 16 A Brownwater. Brownwater. | don't think I've
17 heat, take them el sewhere? 17 seen any brown water. | don't recall that.
18 A Sure 18 Q Haveyou received any complaints from any of
19 Q Other than -- also you mentioned that some 19 the students or teachers or other persons on campus that
20 classeswill take -- or some teacherswill take their 20 thewater coming out of the water fountain is dirty?
21 classesoutside. Other than that, isthere anything 21 A | don'trecdl that. I've had thekids -- some
22 esethat teachersdo to alleviate the heat in the 22 of them will come and say the water tastes yucky and
23 classrooms? 23 then | go out and taste the water, you know, and it
24 A Weéll, they have fansin the classrooms. 24 hasn't been -- anything different that | know of.
25 Q Do they have shades in the classrooms? 25 That'skids.
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1 A Shadesasin blinds? 1 Q Areyou aware of the sinksin the science
2 Q Correct. 2 classroom, | believeit's Classroom 12, the 8th grade
3 A Most of the classrooms do have blinds. We did 3 class?
4 have some that the custodian took down to clean and in 4 A Yes
5 the process of cleaning them they fell apart. And so 5 Q Do you know if the sinksin that classroom work
6 there are acouple of rooms that need blinds replaced, 6 properly?
7 whichisalso on-- part of his July work isto get 7 A No, they don't work, but he didn't want them to
8 those. 8 beworking.
9 But the way those rooms are set with that 9 Q Who's"he"?
10 courtyard, blinds are not areal -- you aren't having 10 A Theteacher.
11 sunshining right in thoserooms. The fansarereally 11 Q Why didn't he want them to be working?
12 helpful. 12 A Wédll, it'sascience room that has those
13 Q How do you know that? 13 sciencekinds of tables, high tables, you know, where
14 A Because I've beenin the rooms. They have -- 14 thekidssitonastool. Andtheway itwassetupis
15 what we supply isthe kind, it's on astand so it'sup 15 withasmall individua sink, | assume to do some kinds
16 high enough so you're getting a pretty good flow of air. 16 of experiments, and -- because we asked him about
17 Someteachersbring in additional fans, but they al 17 replacing those and making sure they function, and he
18 have ones provided at school. 18 saidit would beared classroom management issueif he
19 Q How many permanent classrooms do you have? 19 had all those fountains working while he'strying to
20 A By "permanent classrooms,” you'retalking about | 20 teach.
21 not portables, right? 21 Q Do you know what he meant by that?
22 Q Rignt. 22 A Yeah, because the kids would be playing with
23 A | just haveto stop and think. I've got 18 23 it, splashing each other with water and doing other such
24 homerooms, plus| have an art class. | believe there's 24 interesting things, so it works better for him to have
25 19 counting the art room. 25 them off.
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1 Now, about -- | want to say two weeks ago, 1 do.
2 within the last month, he said he'd like to have it for 2 Q When you say things that you've watched him do,
3 next year so that he has one that's up close to him that 3 intermsof --
4 doeswork. 4 A Experiments and that kinds of things he's done
5 Q Have you made arrangements to make that happen? 5 inclass.
6 A Sure. | aready told the head custodian to be 6 Q Soinyour opinion, he's apretty good science
7 surethat happens. 7 teacher?
8 Q Do you have an understanding that the head 8 A Oh, yes, hecertainly is.
9 custodian will be able to repair that sink for next 9 Q Have you received any complaints from parents
10 year? 10 that he doesn't conduct enough experimentsin that
11 A Yes hedidn't seemto think it was anissueto 11 class?
12 doit. It'sjust that we had followed what the teacher 12 A No, uh-huh.
13 wanted thisyear, and | can understand that because 13 Q Areyou familiar with the Room P2, the drama
14 theressevera sinksin thereand it could be a 14 room for the eighth grade class?
15 problem. 15 A Yes
16 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints from the 16 Q Areyou familiar with any windowsin that room
17 science teachersthat they don't have sufficient 17 being cracked?
18 suppliesfor any of the experimentsin their class? 18 A | think earlier in the year there was a cracked
19 A No. 19 window there. It'sbeenreplaced. | don't know if
20 Q Have you been aware of any science teacher not 20 there-- |1 can't remember if it's cracked since then.
21 being able to do certain experiments because there are 21 But it'soutside again. It'smore of anissue
22 not sufficient supplies? 22 when we have things that are outside of that enclosed
23 A No. He hascupboards full of materidsin the 23 courtyard, the portables sit out by themselves, so
24 <cience room. 24 they're exposed al weekend and al night to everybody.
25 Q How do you know that? 25 Q Your understanding is that that window was
Page 231 Page 233
1 A Because I've seen them. 1 cracked and has since been replaced?
2 Q What kind of supplies does he have in there? 2 A Yes
3 A Oh, various kinds of things, you know, just for 3 Q What about awindow in Room 19, do you have any
4 gience experiments. | don't know al those -- whatever 4 understanding as to whether awindow in the door in that
5 goeswith the curriculum for teaching science. To me, 5 room was cracked?
6 my knowledge about science, it'salot of stuff. 6 A Yes, that was one of those little windows.
7 Q Haveyou ever received any complaints from 7 Q Hasthat since been replaced?
8 dther teachers or students or parentsthat there 8 A | don't think it has been replaced. I'd have
9 weren't enough supplies during an experiment for all the 9 togo back and look again.
10 dudentsinthe class? 10 Q Do you know why it hasn't been replaced?
11 A No, huh-uh. 11 A That oneisone of the ones | wastaking to
12 Q Do you give the science teachers discretion in 12 you before that probably isn't apriority with the
13  which experiments to conduct and which experimentsnot | 13 custodians becauseit hasthat wire meshinit and it's
14  to conduct? 14 not going to break out and you can't enter that way, so
15 A That would be his decision, surely, aslong as 15 it'snot going to cause anybody any harm.
16 he'steaching the curriculum and if he wantsto do the 16 The issue there was getting that same kind of
17 experiment, hewill. My impression and understanding 17 glasswith thewireinit, and he said he was having
18 with BJisthat he probably does more, and he may do 18 difficulty getting that to replaceit.
19 somedifferent things because heredly isascience 19 Q Andthat'swhy it hasn't been replaced yet?
20 person. 20 A That's my understanding, uh-huh.
21 Q How do you know that? 21 MS. KOURY:: | have no further questions.
22 A Howdol know -- 22 MR. JACOBS: My turn.
23 Q What do you base that opinion on? 23 EXAMINATION
24 A Oh, inthe things that he's shared with me that 24 BY MR.JACOBS:
25 he'sdoing, you know, and thingsthat I've watched him 25 Q What was the process by which you were
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1 recruited by Edison to become a principal in an Edison 1 Edison selects challenging districts and challenging
2 school? 2 schools and there's more to do, and they're also, in my
3 A | had afriend who mentioned Edison to me, and 3 edimation in talking to them and having met them since,
4 | looked it up on the web and then that person talked 4 they redlly are wonderful principalsand they work hard.
5 with Lauren Dutton, who isn't with the company anymore. 5 Q And thereason they conveyed to you that they
6 I'mnot sure what her role was, something to do with 6 loved what they were doing was what?
7 recruitment and all that. And | don't remember if | 7 A Wadll, they said that they feel alot of
8 called her or she called me, but | talked to Lauren and 8 sdisfaction, that the children really were making
9 wetaked about basically my experience and so forth and 9 progress, and that what Edison had said about what their
10 whatnot. And then she referred me to Richard Barth who 10 philosophy was and their beliefs was true in their
11 isinchargeof principa recruitment in New York. And 11 edtimation. They hasn't found any -- because that's the
12 thenwe continued to talk, and at some point | think we 12 samekind of skepticism | would -- it'slike it sounds
13 both decided that thiswas agood ideaand | sent my 13 good, but, doesit play the same way it sounds? And
14 resumein on that. 14 they said that it did. That they had found that the
15 Q By thistime, were you dready retired? 15 people at the very top of the company were truly
16 A By thetimel was hired, yes. 16 interested in students.
17 Q How about the time when you started talking 17 Q What were some of the details of the philosophy
18 with Barth? 18 and bdiefsthat these principals described to you as
19 A | think the first conversations, Michadl, if | 19 having matched -- the reality matched what they had been
20 remember correctly, would have beenin May whichwould | 20 told?
21 have been before | was retired but certainly when | knew 21 A They redlly felt that the people they camein
22 | wasretiring. 22 contact with and the people at the very highest levels
23 Q Did Barth continue to be your contact through 23 of the company redlly did believe that the childrenin
24 therecruitment process? 24 theseredlly challenged schools were really capable of
25 A Yes 25 learning as effectively as anybody else given maybe a
Page 235 Page 237
1 Q Was he the one who described the Edison 1 little balance, you know -- given more possibly; given
2 philosophy to you on behalf of Edison? 2 some advantages instead of the disadvantages they're
3 A Hereferred meto their website which | read. 3 generaly used to.
4 Heaso recommended four or five different principals 4 Q And the advantages that they described to you
5 that | should call and talk to. And he just said, "Ask 5 ascoming with the Edison philosophy were what?
6 themthe good, the bad and the ugly." So did. 6 A Wdl, first of dl, it'srealy agreat dedl of
7 Q Werethese principasin Caifornia? 7 daff development for teachers and really conveying that
8 A No. But one of them was a Californian that had 8 ideafor teachers. The teachersthat are successful
9 goneto Colorado. And let's see, one of them was 9 with usare oneswho buy what they do and say. You can
10 another Californian that had goneto Wisconsin, | think 10 tell they redlly do believe these children are going to
11 it was, and then another person that wasin -- someplace | 11 learn and that they can learn.
12 intheeast, and then one that wasin Dallas -- no, 12 Edison is not one that says lower the standards
13 San Antonio. 13 or what educators say, dumb down the curriculum, in
14 Q If I ask you questions about what they conveyed 14 order to makeit so these children can learn, but to
15 toyouasagroup, isthat fair given the kinds of 15 maintain standards and the learning and they will learn.
16 information they provided, or in the sense that it was 16 Also, their additional subject matter, which
17 relatively -- it was more or less similar about Edison, 17 happensto be something | really believe as| do think
18 our should we break it down one by one? 18 people are going to be more effective readers and doers
19 A | think it was pretty much similar because, my 19 of mathif in fact they have art and music and drama and
20 impression wasthey all said the same thing, they were 20 dl those other pieces. So --
21 tired, they worked long hours and followed by "I loveit | 21 Q Werethere any thingsthat they suggested to
22 and | planto stay," s0 -- 22 you that you should be aware of and in akind of awe --
23 Q They work long hours because of the job 23 youll loveit, but come in with your eyes open, you
24 requirementsin an Edison school for a principa ? 24 should be aware of the following things you'll need to
25 A | think that they worked long hours because 25 watch out for?
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1 A You should be aware of the fact you're going to 1 Q Beforeyou - if you had to answer this-- I'm
2 work long hours. That wasthe only thing. 2 going to ask this question as of your state of mind
3 Q That wasthe only negative? 3 before you delved deeply into the Edison philosophy.
4 A They just said that, you know, it was long 4 Soasof that time, if someone asked you what doesit
5 hoursand it took alot of time. 5 taketo enable children who are otherwise disadvantaged
6 But they also had -- a couple of 'em had just 6 tolearn effectively in apublic school environment,
7 gonethrough start-ups where it was a charter school 7 what would you have clicked off as some of the key
8 that wasn't affiliated with adistrict, and so it's like 8 factors?
9 they'vetaken awhole building, where the building has 9 MS. KOURY: Objection, vague.
10 to beredone and all the furniture has to be brought in 10 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: Objection, broad, overbroad.
11 and, you know, start-ups are a more complicated thing 11 THE WITNESS: Y ou want to narrow that down?
12 thanan existing school. Soit'slike here comes 12 BY MR.JACOBS:
13 opening day and the chairs aren't there. 13 Q No.
14 Q That was the particular Edison school in 14 A You're going to have to restate it because now
15 question for a couple of these principals was a school 15 | forgot.
16 that was a start-from-scratch project; isthat what 16 Q Sure. SoI'mgoing to before you learned what
17 you're saying? 17 Edison brought to bear on thisissue, and the question
18 A Uh-huh. They do both -- most of the schools, 18 s, with this philosophy that, let's say in shorthand
19 to my knowledge, are partnership schoals, like we have 19 all children canlearn, if you had been asked, "Okay,
20 with Ravenswood, partnership with the district. But 20 what would it take to enable disadvantaged children to
21 there's somethat are chartered by the State and are 21 learn?" what would you have clicked off asthe
22 separate from the district, they're just free-standing. 22 prerequisitesfor that?
23 And they may have taken over -- you know, they may be | 23 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: Overbroad.
24 leasing or buying abuilding actually, and then redoing 24 MS. KOURY: Objection, vague.
25 itfor aschool. Some casesit'san old school that's 25 THE WITNESS: Thefirst thing that would come to my
Page 239 Page 241
1 been shut down and then they come in and re-do it and 1 mind probably would be that you have to have a caring,
2 openitup. So that -- those people were particularly 2 knowledgeable teacher, and then a school environment
3 exhausted, because there's agreat deal, you know, more 3 that really emphasizes that the expectation isthat you
4  todoto get ready. 4 will learn. | think that school culture hasalot to do
5 But you know, any school, if you're going to do 5 with peoplein general, that there's an expectation
6 agood job, it takeslong hours. It just does. 6 therefor that. You do need knowledgeable teachers, but
7 Q And your persona belief that otherwise 7 it'saso working with parentsto -- because they don't
8 disadvantaged children could learn if properly 8 dwaysbelieve that either, you know.
9 chalenged and given some advantages, where did that 9 BY MR.JACOBS:
10 comefrom? 10 Q Tolead the parentsto believe that their
11 A Where did it come from? 11 children can learn?
12 Q Did you have some particular empirical data 12 A Uh-huh. Uh-huh, And | don't mean that
13 that led you to that, or was it a matter of faith? 13 everybody learns the same amount on the same pagein the
14 A It's probably a matter of experience. 14 sameday. Different folkstakelonger or have to have
15 Q And are the experiences that come to mind when | 15 different waysto do in order to learn. But it can
16 you-- 16 happen.
17 A Widl, | taught for 15 years before | was ever 17 Q Wasthispart of the -- were these experiences
18 anadministrator, and so | had lots of opportunitiesto 18 and bdiefs part of your discussion with Edison when
19 seechildren that might have been considered not ableto | 19 they were recruiting you?
20 learnbut did. And | saw that certainly in the 20 A Surely.
21 schools -- the schools where | was, with one exception 21 Q Anddidyou -- | takeit you found an aignment
22 in Salinas where what Salinas calls disadvantaged 22 between your experiences and beliefs about all children
23 schools. They arentt as challenged as these are, but 23 canlearn and Edison's experiences and beliefs?
24 certainly there's many children who have challenges, 24 A Exactly.
25 andthey canlearn. They redly can. 25 Q Andin particular, did Edison convey to you any
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1 empirical information about what it takes to create this 1 A I'mnot sure | understand the question, but if
2 kind of environment? 2 | do, there -- the teaching of reading and language and
3 MS. KOURY: Objection, vague. 3 mathisinvolved in al those other subjects. They
4 THE WITNESS: They had stated that -- andthey say | 4 aren't aseparate kind of thing. If you're doing drama,
5 it many times, that they spent severa years doing 5 you know, you are reading and speaking and listening and
6 research to determine what things would be the most 6 doing those kinds of things. World language certainly
7 critical for studentsin what's called a disadvantaged 7 isapieceof that. Artand music, peoplelearn
8 environment to learn. And one was certainly the design 8 different ways and they have different ways of learning,
9 they use, including the dramaand the art and music and 9 but some people are auditory, some people are visud,
10 all that, that was apiece. Thelonger day and longer 10 some people happily have both things going for them.
11 year was another part of that. We have what Edison 11 But those are waysto enhance that. All of those kinds
12 cdllscore valuesthat we teach, and they felt that that 12 of things add to your ability to do math and art, and
13 teaching of values was critical to people being 13 they talk about, you know the studies of the brain and
14 effectivelearners. We don't have any issue about -- 14 soforth, and how that enhanceslearning. And | happen
15 we're not short on smarts. We have plenty of smarts 15 tobdievethat, so--
16 going around, but we have issues about responsibility 16 Q Soitwasagood match?
17 and-- 17 A Yeah, agood match.
18 BY MR.JACOBS 18 Q But onthosetopics, isthere an Edison
19 Q Webeng? 19 philosophy asto how those topics should be taught in
20 A Thestudents. All of usprobably. But you 20 order to maximize the benefit in the core subjects?
21 know, the responsibility to show up, to be on time, to 21 A Yes, they recommend acurriculum for the art
22 beresponsible for your behavior. Students can manage 22 andfor the dramaand so forth, sure. And again, they
23 very nicely under direct supervision. Where were 23 do haveregiona and nationa people that can come out
24 tryingto gois, how do you manage -- can you 24 and help with that direction when it's wanted.
25 sdf-manage, and so we spend alot of time on that kind 25 Q Andin particular, when you'e talking with the
Page 243 Page 245
1 of thing. You know, what do you do if nobody's watching 1 teachersin those subjects about how they're teaching
2 kind of thing, and talk about courage and responsibility 2 those subjects -- well talk now about your
3 and respect and all of those kinds of issues, whichisa 3 Edison-McNair experience -- is part of the conversation
4 big piece of working with students. 4 with them, "How are we using this subject to reinforce
5 Q Andthisis-- you're now describing both what 5 what they'relearning in math?"
6 you have done at Edison-McNair and what you learned as 6 A Absolutely.
7 part of the Edison philosophy when you were having your 7 Q Canyou give me afor instance?
8 interactions with them last summer? 8 A Wdll, as| think about art, of course the art
9 A Uh-huh. Youll seeif you cometo our school 9 is-- enhances both the reading and the math, but in
10 inthe office that the -- those val ues are posted there. 10 particular he will be talking about spatia
11 You know, it says Courage, Respect, Responsibilities, 11 reationships and the geometry and those kinds of things
12 and when teachers are talking with students it would be 12 arejust inherent.
13 more of aconversation about, in this situation, if you 13 And in drama, of course the connection between
14 were being responsible, what would you do? Was your 14 language and reading isjust -- | mean, those children
15 behavior responsible? And of course, they have had 15 aredoing plays, they're acting parts, they're reading
16 conversations about what being responsibleis and that 16 the parts, they're memorizing the parts, they're
17 kind of thing. So trying to get students alittle bit 17 speaking. Sheworks on trying to get them to do some
18 moreinternalized. 18 extemporaneous kinds of things.
19 Q Onthe additional subject matter topic, the 19 Q And during the recruitment process, did you
20 teaching art, music and drama and those sorts of things, 20 learn about world language as one of the --
21 didyou -- in your discussions with Edison, did it get 21 A Yes
22 more concrete than that about what the relationship was 22 Q -- feature -- world language is aterm of art
23 between teaching those subjects and creating a learning 23 inthe Edison world, meaning it's a concept that's, if
24 environment in traditional reading, writing, mathematics 24 not unique to Edison, it's featured in the Edison
25 kinds of topics? 25 learning environment?
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1 A Yes. Theterm "world language,” | don't know 1 how doesthat affect your learning?
2 wherethey got that, but that's what they use anyhow. 2 A Wédll, the teacher is responsible to know who
3 But theteaching of English to English language 3 they haveintheir classwho is an English language
4 learners, you know, that's not new. We've been doing 4 learner, and therefore they would employ those
5 that alongtime. But one of the thingsthat isn't done 5 techniquesthat might be helpful to them. They might be
6 generaly in public schools, at least in California 6 overitsecondtime. Let'ssay they've given thelesson
7 where my experienceis, isteaching Spanish or another 7 andthey've given the lesson in English, and even though
8 language to the English learners. Generally because it 8 the person might be an English speaker, they might pull
9 justis--you know, ateacher has aclass and how are 9 those children into a small group and go over it again.
10 they goingto logigtically do that. It's been something 10 Q Andgo over it in Spanish?
11 that's been mentioned, Spanish as asecond language, but | 11 A. No, not necessarily.
12 itrarely ever happens. Whereasin Edison, itis 12 Q Just -- but maybe?
13 intended that it will happen. 13 A If the teacher is a Spanish speaker and they
14 Q Andif I understand the structure right from 14 think that they really have people who have no English
15 your earlier discussion, thereisaworld language class 15 -- most of our children will have some. But then you
16 for the English speakers and there's aworld language 16 get new children in from Mexico al the time who may
17 classfor the English learners, isthat -- the ELL 17 bhavenone. And the small group generally helps. Or
18 students? 18 sometimesthey just individualy go around and make sure
19 A Yes, uh-huh. 19 that they understood.
20 Q Isthat correct? 20 Q But that's something a teacher would do for a
21 A Uh-huh. 21 student, | would think, regardless of whether they were
22 Q They're not mixed in world language? 22 ELL, that istry to make sure they're understanding, and
23 A Not inworld language, no. 23 if not --
24 Q They are mixed in other subjects? 24 A Oh, surely. But | think they feel they have an
25 A Yes 25 obligation to be particularly sure that those children
Pege 247 Page 249
1 Q Sowhen astudent at McNair placesout of ELL, 1 understood what the lesson was. Sure, they check with
2 you talked about that interaction with -- wasiit 2 everybody, but they're -- | mean, they are reguired to
3 Mr. Santos? 3 know who are those children in your class and to be sure
4 MS. KOURY': Lopez. 4 that they do understand.
5 THE WITNESS. Oh, Mr. Lopez, yes. 5 Q Sointhat classthen, you place out of ELL
6 BY MR.JACOBS. 6 based on this criteriathat you discussed this morning,
7 Q When astudent places out of ELL, what does 7 what happensto your math instruction?
8 that mean functionaly at Edison-McNair? 8 A Theonly difference in the math -- well, there
9 A Widll, according to the State guidelines, it 9 wouldn't be any difference in the math instruction
10 would mean that they would be able then to not -- not 10 except that if, in fact, you are indicating that you
11 need the English as a second language instruction 11 understand, then maybe you wouldn't need the additional
12 supposedly. | think thereisatransition time there, 12 help or timefor additional explanation.
13 though, when people need support. But that they would | 13 Q And then same question for -- what's the -- for
14 then be able to take the Spanish. 14 four through six, what would we call English, your basic
15 And the children who are Spanish speakers, 15 Englishinstruction?
16 their grammar is not necessarily correct, nor do they 16 A Youretaking about thereading -- SFA?
17 necessarily read or write. So when they take the 17 Q SFA. Allright, so let'stalk about SFA then.
18 Spanish, when they first start, they go, "I know how to 18 A With the SFA, the way the grouping goes, we
19 dothis" but it doesn't take too long before they 19 have English language learnerswho redlly -- we place
20 become helpersin class for the ora language with 20 them both with teachers who speak Spanish and they're at
21 others, but most of them are not literate. 21 thevery beginning level. Sothey're a lower level and
22 Q Let mebreak thisdown alittle bit. In 22 they are getting really more intense English language
23 math -- and let's take fourth through sixth to start. 23 ingtruction along with SFA. It's done with SDAIE
24 If you'rean ELL student and whileyou'rein ELL in 24 ingruction and alot of emphasis, and those children
25 math, what does that mean, the fact that you'rein ELL, 25 areseparated in that situation until they could move
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1 forward. 1 hisemphasiswas could you -- you know, if we are
2 Q And they're separated by an SFA group? 2 effectively teaching English, then shouldn't they learn
3 A Uh-huh. 3 enough English so that they can -- and | think he sees
4 Q Isit ever the casethat anon-ELL student is 4 that as a piece of whether we're successfully teaching
5 inthesamegroup as ELL studentsfor SFA purposes? 5 ornot. If the children have been here, then shouldn't
6 A It could be, but they would probably be ELL 6 they be able to make the change. We hope so too.
7 sudentsthat are a higher levels. | don't know if 7 BY MR.JACOBS
8 you're familiar with those tests, but the ones they use 8 Q Doesthedidtrict get additional funding to
9 here itgoesA, B, C, D, E, F, and A/B meansyou have 9 account for agreater number of ELL students?
10 no English or very little, and E/F means you probably 10 MS. KOURY: Objection, calsfor speculation.
11 have quite abit of English but you maybe haven't gotten 11 THE WITNESS: Yes.
12 scoresto the point where you can redesignated. You 12 MS. ALTAMIRANO: Join.
13 know, if they don't get the SAT9 scores, you cantt 13 THE WITNESS: Yes.
14 redesignate them anyhow. 14 BY MR.JACOBS
15 So the A/B's would probably be with those 15 Q Sothat'sthe impact on the district then of
16 teachersthat are teaching -- we even organize it so the 16 redesignating isthat some of the funding islost?
17 group'ssmdler, they don't have as many students and so 17 MS. KOURY: Objection, mischaracterizes her
18 forth. But there could be students that haven't been 18 testimony, calsfor speculation.
19 redesignated that are at higher levels that would be 19 MS. ALTAMIRANO: Jain.
20 with English speakers. 20 THE WITNESS: | don't know if that's true or not.
21 Q Canyou passout of those SFA levels a apace 21 limagineitis, but the direct certainly emphasizes
22 independent of whether you passout of the ELL program? | 22 redesignation, so they seem to have aninterest in
23 A Uh-huh, yes. 23 having that done. And when anybody comes from the State
24 Q Soif yourelearning English very quickly, you 24 or whatever to check on the program, they are very
25 would move up in SFA levels very quickly? 25 interested in how many have you redesignated and how
Page 251 Page 253
1 A Surely. 1 many children. Because, you know, if you were sitting
2 Q Soagain, I'm having trouble figuring out what 2 therewere children, let's say they had entered
3 the specific ELL -- the impact of passing out of ELL 3 Brentwood in kindergarten, we've got them in fifth
4 itsdfis. It soundslikein reading, the real testis 4 gradeand they still cannot read English, hum.
5 whether you're moving up in the SFA levels. 5 BY MR.JACOBS
6 A I'mnot sure | understand -- you're saying what 6 Q | could seethat would be --
7 isthe dggnificance of being redesignated? 7 A That would be alittle bit off-putting, and
8 Q Correct. 8 people have said in the past that that was one of the
9 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: I'll object, vague. 9 problemswith the bilingual programs, which s, you
10 THE WITNESS: Being redesignated has some 10 know, just my opinion. | don't know. I'm very familiar
11 dignificanceto the State and the district | think, and 11 with bilingual classes because in Sdlinas that's what we
12 it has some significance to the parents. That's 12 had up until 227, teachers were teaching both languages.
13 important to them. What ateacher isreally looking at 13 Q SFA isacurriculum that Edison has adopted
14 ishow do you learninthe classroom. So if they're 14 widey?
15 seeing you'e redly proficient, that means you're an 15 A Acrossthe nation, yes.
16 academic learner. You know, there's a difference 16 Q SFA isalso an approved curriculum by the State
17 between a socia language and an academic language. But 17 Board of Educeation?
18 if they really have academic English and can function 18 A Atthispaintitis, yes.
19 there, the teacher's going to treat them that way. But 19 Q Doyou know if SFA isused anywhereelsein
20 if you can't get a high enough score on the SATY, then 20 Ravenswood?
21 technically we can't redesignate you. 21 MS. KOURY: Objection, calsfor speculation.
22 Mr. Lopez' issuewas -- and | can't speak to -- 22 THE WITNESS: Wéll, at Brentwood, but not anywhere
23 | don't know anything about the high school district, 23 dseinthedidtrict.
24 but he apparently does not like the idea that they'rein 24 BY MR.JACOBS:
25 aclassfor limited English studentsin high school. So 25 Q Haveyou seen any comparative evaluationsin
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1 the Ravenswood School Didtrict of SFA learners versus 1 Q Areyou aware of any kind of benchmarking or
2 learnersusing alternate curriculums? 2 comparison among -- by the digtrict itself comparing
3 A | don't know that there's been any comparison 3 Edison-McNair performance with performance of other
4 made, not to my knowledge. 4 schoolsin the district?
5 Q Areyou aware of any -- well, let me start 5 MS. KOURY: Objection, calsfor speculation.
6 ove. 6 MS. ALTAMIRANO: ['ll join.
7 Edison-McNair isacharter schoal, correct? 7 THE WITNESS: | don't know that.
8 A It'sreferred to as acharter schoal, yes. | 8 BY MR.JACOBS:
9 seeitasapartnership, but it'sacharter. 9 Q You're not aware of any such comparison?
10 Q Parents havetheir children there by choice? 10 A No.
11 A Yes 11 Q Do you have any information about what
12 Q And thedternative to Edison-McNair if you 12 Ravenswood School District islooking for from
13 didn't choose affirmatively to go to Edison-McNair or 13 Edison-McNair by way of setting performance standards
14 Brentwood, let's say, if it started there, would be 14 that can then be adopted by other schoolsin the
15 what? 15 digrict?
16 A Other schoolsinthedigtrict. Thisdistrict 16 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: Objection, no foundation.
17 haswhat they call open enrollment. Y ou can go to any 17 MS. ALTAMIRANO: Calsfor speculation.
18 school you want to. So -- in fact, my understanding is 18 MR. JACOBS: Excuseme, ladies, I've asked "Areyou
19 thebuseskind of make the grest circle road, so you 19 aware" s0the objection istotally meritless and
20 could get on anywhere and get off at any school youwant | 20 perhaps designed to coach.
21 to, so they can choose to go to our school or any other 21 Q Solet mejust ask you, are you aware of any
22 school in the didtrict. 22 information from the school district about what it is
23 Q Isthereadefault? If you don't make an 23 looking for in terms of Edison-McNair's contributing --
24 dfirmative choice as a kindergartner and you signed up 24 I'll change the question alittle bit -- educational
25 for kindergarten, are you placed in aparticular school? 25 technology to the district that can then be adopted or
Page 255 Page 257
1 MS. KOURY': Objection, callsfor speculation. 1 consdered for adoption by other schools?
2 THE WITNESS: | don't understand what you're asking 2 MS. KOURY': Objection, vague and calls for
3 me 3 speculation.
4 BY MR.JACOBS: 4 THE WITNESS: I'm not aware of that.
5 Q Youjust sign up for kindergarten, do you have 5 BY MR.JACOBS:
6 tochoose aschool, or doesthe district place you if 6 Q So when you were given your mission at
7 youdon't choose? 7 Edison-McNair, did somebody sit you down and say, "This
8 MS. KOURY: Same objection. 8 iswhat we want you to accomplish there"?
9 THE WITNESS: | don't know. I've never seena 9 A Yes, Edison did.
10 stuation where mother or somebody didn't walk inwith a 10 Q Whowasthat at Edison?
11 child to the school they wanted. 11 A The operations vice president who isthe person
12 BY MR.JACOBS: 12 | work for.
13 Q Soyoure experience, thisa matter of choice? 13 Q 1 think you mentioned his name before --
14 A Yes. Inmy experience, yes. 14 A Her.
15 Q And the aternative to Edison-McNair in the 15 Q I'msorry.
16 Ravenswood School District, what are those dternatives 16 A Dr. AnaTilton.
17 for fourth through eighth grades? 17 Q Isshelocd?
18 MS. KOURY: Objection, asked and answered. 18 A No, she has awhole region, Kansas, Missouri,
19 THE WITNESS. Wéll, whatever schoolsthey have 19 Colorado, Cdlifornia, et cetera.
20 fourth through eighth grade. 20 Q And whereis she based?
21 BY MR.JACOBS 21 A You mean her office?
22 Q Andwhat are those? 22 Q Yes
23 A Widl, I'm not sure what they al are. | think 23 A Her officeisin Santa Cruz in her home, but
24 Cesar Chavez isthrough eighth grade, but | really don't 24  they dways give aNew York address. Her email'sin
25 know for sure. 25 New York anyway.
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1 Q Hasshe made site visits since you've been 1 A Uh-huh. Inthe studiesthat they've done,
2 principa? 2 children who actualy get to the 40th percentile tend to
3 A Yes 3 graduate from high school. And those that are at the
4 Q How many? 4 60th tend to graduate from college. Thosethat are at
5 A Oh, gee, I'mtrying to think. | don't know. 5 the 80th tend to go to agood college. Y ou know, a
6 Threeor four timesthat | can think of. 6 Dbetter school.
7 Q Sodid she have a conversation with you aong 7 So there's some dtatistical -- so their goa
8 thelinesof, "Thisisyour mission at Edison-McNair 8 is--forinstance, let'ssay | had achild entering the
9 should you choose to accept it"? 9 fourth grade at the 20th percentile. If in fifth grade
10 A Uh-huh, yes. Because| interviewed with her 10 he'sat the 25th, sixth grade 30th, the eighth grade,
11 &fter interviewing with Richard basically. And then 11 he'sgoing to be at the 40th percentile, | would have
12 she'sthe one that wanted me to cometo East Palo Alto 12 reason to have some confidence that he would go on and
13 tointerview, and that interview was with her and the 13 finish high schoal.
14 assstant superintendent of the district, the other 14 Q Soatthehighlevd, they said to you, "Y our
15 Edison principa and the court monitor. 15 missionisto achieveresults at Edison-McNair that are
16 Q The court monitor of -- the desegregation? 16 consistent with our national goal," isthat fair?
17 A No, it'saspecia education kind of thing. 17 A Yes
18 Q Sotell me about what she conveyed to you about 18 Q And then did they go down alevel and say,
19 what she hoped you would accomplish a Edison-McNair. | 19 "Here's how we want you to accomplish that"?
20 A Edison -- and they repest it at their 20 A Yes
21 conferencestoo. They expect afive percentile gain 21 Q What did they say?
22 eachyear. And acrossthe nation they've gotten that 22 A Weéll, that's the establishment of the
23 every year, and year before last, | think they -- yeah, 23 curriculum. For instance, you will use Success For All,
24 last year they got a six percentile across the nation, 24 you will use Chicago Math, you will use these because
25 and thisyear they're looking for seven, which is above 25 weve researched these and we feel thisisthe most
Page 259 Page 261
1 what the digtricts have been doing. 1 effectivewaytodoit.
2 Q Canyou bresk that down alittle bit, that's 2 And that comes from -- and they make it very
3 fivepercent gaininwhat? 3 clear to principals, who sometimes -- you know, we do
4 A Percentile on their SAT9 scores. 4 tend to be crestive, you need to have that square before
5 Q And the percentile isthe number of -- isthe 5 you come in because sometimes people think, well, that's
6 percentile of what, number of students-- 6 nicebut | have abetter idea, and that's okay too. And
7 A Wdl, you want meto explain alittle bit about 7 Edison doesn't mind if you enhance what they're doing,
8 that, how that goes? 8 but you can't changeit. That's been one of the issues
9 Q Yes 9 inthe public schoolsin the past is, you know, you
10 A SAT9isanationdly normed test. So 10 adopt aproblem but the teacher doesn't think that's
11 hypothetically, if you're at the 50th percentile, that's 11 great so they do something totally different. That's
12 gradeleve. If yourein an affluent eastern school, 12 not acceptable in Edison either for the principal or the
13 it probably is because they have very, very high 13 teacher. You can do more than, but you will use those
14 sandards, but that's okay. 14 programs because they've spent the time and they feel
15 Many of the schoolsthat Edison would become 15 that that isthe best way to doit.
16 involved with, the overall level of the studentsislike 16 Q Let'stake Success For All, for example. Does
17 the 15th or 20th percentile. 17 Success For All have a-- there's a set of materials
18 Q That meansthat -- 18 that comeswith Success For All?
19 A That on the average, that the children are 19 A Yes
20 scoring at the 15th or 20th percentile, which means 20 Q And does Success For All accompanying teacher
21 compared across the nation, if you're at the 20th 21 materidssay "Thisisthe set of materialsyou need in
22 percentile, 80 percent of the people taking the test 22 order to teach Success For All"?
23 score higher than you do. 23 A Uh-huh.
24 Q Sothegoal iseach year to movethat number up | 24 Q Andin order to teach Success For All
25 five percent? 25 successfully, you better have this set of materials,
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1 correct? 1 MS. KOURY': Objection, mischaracterizes testimony.
2 A Yes 2 THE WITNESS: That could a concern because there
3 Q And does Success For All tell you what kind of 3 aredidrictsthat are doing that.
4 homework to assign? 4 BY MR.JACOBS:
5 A Not specifically the homework, but they make 5 Q Right. What else-- did they tell you anything
6 suggedtionsin that line, and then they would give you a 6 about Edison-McNair's situation in particular and then
7 variety of kinds of things you might do that would 7 say, "Now thisiswhat we want you to work on"?
8 support reading comprehension or increasing vocabulary 8 MS. KOURY': Objection, vague.
9 and that kind of thing. 9 MS. ALTAMIRANO: I'll join that objection.
10 Q How about with -- what were some of the others 10 THE WITNESS: | don't think they characterize it as
11 that you just clicked off, and | know we've been talking 11 being different from other Edison schools. It'sjust
12 about them, but rather than go through my notes, you 12 that | could look at their test scores and see where
13 mentioned Success For All -- 13 they were and, you know -- | don't remember them saying
14 A Chicago Math. 14 anything that was different about it from others because
15 Q Chicago Math. Does Chicago Math say, "Thisis 15 mogt the schoolsthey have are similar.
16 the set of materials you need in order to use this 16 BY MR.JACBOS.
17 program effectively"? 17 Q Wereyou provided by Edison with any kind of a
18 A Yes 18 assessment of Edison-McNair around the time that you
19 Q And doesit aso make recommendationsregarding | 19 started inyour job that characterized various strengths
20 homework assignments? 20 and weaknesses of the school ?
21 A Yes, uh-huh. 21 A | saw the SAT9 scores from last year. | saw
22 Q And what wasthe other one you mentioned that 22 theresults of the Harris poll that was taken. |
23  Edison was adopting? 23 certainly wasimpressed with the fact that the school
24 A | can't think, what was | talking about? What 24  wasto make 20 pointsin the API and they made 52. For
25 wasl| taking about? 25 amiddle school, that's quite remarkable, so | figured
Page 263 Page 265
1 Q Theintroductory question was how you were 1 they must be doing something right.
2 going to accomplish this mission, and one way was using 2 Q Butisthe answer to my question then, aside
3 these prescribed programs -- 3 from those items, you weren't provided with an
4 A | can't think what the third one was | 4 assessment of the school by Edison?
5 mentioned, orif | did. 5 A No.
6 MS. KOURY: Just for apoint of clarification, she 6 Q And how about same question for the digtrict,
7 didnt. 7 did thedigrict have any kind of report on the school
8 MR. JACOBS: Therewasn't athird, okay. 8 other than test scoresthat said, here are the strengths
9 Q Didthey say anything else to you about how you 9 of Edison-McNair, here are the chalengesin particular
10 were going to accomplish thismission at Edison-McNair? 10 at thisschool that you will face?
11 A Wadll, one of the things that impressed me was 11 A No.
12 that they redly felt -- their whole emphasis has been 12 MR. JACOBS: Shdl we break for the afternoon?
13 that the evidenceis that the scores went up, but that 13 MS. KOURY: Finewith me.
14 they really wanted those scores to go up because the 14 MR. JACBOS: Okay. So thenwell seeyou
15 children knew more, not because we do thingsto 15 Wednesday.
16 manipulate scores. 16 MS. KOURY: Counsel, do you want to stipulate with
17 Q So asopposed to teaching to thetest in avery 17 respect to thistranscript?
18 direct sort of way, they wanted you to teach toward 18 MR. JACOBS: What do we need to stipulate to as
19 undergtanding and knowledge? 19 opposed to the ordinary treatment?
20 A They redlly thought they should know more, and 20 MS. KOURY': Stipulate that copies of documents
21 therefore get the scores off of that. 21 attached to the deposition may be used as originals?
22 Q So that was one of your worries, that maybe you 22 MR. JACOBS:. Sure.
23 would just be cramming for testsin these schoolsin 23 MS. KOURY': Stipulate that the origina of this
24 order to get the scores up, that was their benchmark. 24 deposition be signed under penalty of perjury; that the
25 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: Objection, no foundation. 25 origind be ddlivered to the office of the San Mateo
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1 County Counsdl; that the reporter isrelieved of 1 STATEOF CALIFORNIA )
2 liability for the original of the deposition; that the . ss
3 witnesswill have 30 days from the date of the court 2 COUNTY OF ALAMEDA )
4 reporter'stransmittal to sign and correct the 3 . o
5 deposition, and that the witness, Mary Seiersen, through 4 I, the undersigned, a Certified Shorthand
6 her attorney, shal notify all partiesinwriting of any 2 Rep_ort.er of the State of Cdlifornia, do hereby
7 changesin the deposition, and if there are no such 6 certify. . .
8 changes communicated or signature within that time, that ! That the foregoing proceedings were taken
X . ’ 8 before me at the time and place herein set forth; that
9 any unsigned and uncorrected copies maybe used for ll 9 any witnessesin the foregoing proceedings, prior to
10 purposesasif signed and corrected? 10 testifying, were placed under oath; that a verbatim
11 MR.JACOBS: Soundsgood to me. 11 record of the proceedings was made by me using machine
12 MS. SOTO HERNANDEZ: Yes. 12 shorthand which was thereafter transcribed under my
13 (Whereupon, the deposition adjourned at 5:03p.m) 13 direction; further, that the foregoing is an accurate
14 14 transcription thereof.
15 / 15 | further certify that | am neither
16 16 financialy interested in the action nor arelative or
17 17 employee of any attorney of any of the parties.
18 18 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have this date
19 ;8 subscribed my name.
;2 21 Dated:
22
22 THERESA A. DARNELL
23 23 CSR No. 9966
24 24
25 25
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 I, MARY SEIERSEN, do hereby declare under
10 pendlty of perjury that | have read the foregoing
11 transcript of my deposition; that | have made such
12 correctionsas noted herein, inink, initialed by me, or
13 attached hereto; that my testimony as contained herein,
14 ascorrected, istrue and correct.
15 EXECUTED this day of ,
16 200 ,at ,
(City) (State)
17
18
19
MARY SEIERSEN
20
21
22
23
24
25
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